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CHAPTER  I. 

Ct)ntinuation  of  the  feffion  1793 — MeJJhge  from  hh  Majefy 
refpeEling  a war  with  France — addrefs  to  his  JVLajefy  there- 
on— convention  biU-^fpeech  of  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  reading  of 
that  hill — his  niotion-f  debates  thereon — motion  negatived — 
further  proceedings  and  debates  onfaid  bill-d^fpeeches,  of  the 
Attorney  General — Mr,  Curran — Major  Doyle — Mr.  Geo. 
Ponfonby  ^c. — Bill  paffed — particular  bills  which  received 
the  royal  affent — Lord  Lieutenants  fpeech — at  the  conclufioK 
of  the  feffion — prorogation  of  parliament,  ' 'h. 

the  1 6tli  of  February,  1793,  Mr.  Secretary 
delivered  the  following  meffage  to  the  houfe  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Wefmorelandy 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  aflembly  now  exercifing  the  powers 
of  government  in  France  have,  without  previous  notice, 
directed  a6ls  of  hoftility  to  be  committed  againft  the  per- 
fons  and  property  of  his  Majefly’s  fubjaiHis,  in  breach  of  the 
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law  of  nations  and  of  the  moft  pofitli^e  ftipulatlons  of  treaty, 
and  have  fince,  On  the  moft  groundlefs  pretences,  actually 
declared  war  againft  his  Majedy  and  the  United  Provinces. 
Under  the  ' circumftances  of  this  wanton  and  unprovoked 
aggreffion,  his  Majefly  has  taken  the  neceflary  fteps  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  his  people ; and  his  Majefty  relies  with  confidence 
on  the  firm  and  efTeclual  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  on  the  zealous  exertions  of  a brave  and  loyal  people, 
in  profecuting  a juft  and  neceflary  war,  and  in  endea-? 
vouring,  under  the  blefiing  of  Providence,  to  oppofe  an 
cfle<ftual  barrier  to  the  further  progrefs  of  a fyftem  which 
ftrikes  at  the  fecurity  and  peace  of  all  independent  nations, 
and  is  purfued  in  open  defiance  of  every  principle  of  rnode^^ 
ration,  good  faith,  humanity,  and  jitftice, 

“ In  a caiife  of  fuch  general  concern  his  Majefty  has  every 
reafon  to  hope  for  the  cordial  co>operation  of  thofe  powers 
who  are  united  with  his  Majefty  by  the  ties  of  alliance,  or 
who  feel  an  intereft  in  preventing  the  extenfion  of  anarchy 
and  confuflon,  and  contribiiting  to  the  fecurity  and  tran- 
quillity of  Europe. 

€c  wy* 

Lord  Klllfborough  afterwards  in  confequence  of  this  mef- 
fage,  prefented  from  the  cornmittee  appointed  to  prepare  it, 
the  following  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  un^nimoufly 
agreed  to. 

gracious  Zovereign^ 

**  We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Majefty  with  our  unfeigned  thanks  for 
the  meflage  which  has  been  fent  to  us  by  your  Majefly’s 
command,  acquainting  us  that  the  aflembly  now  exercifing 
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the  powers  o government  in  France  have,  without  previous 
notice,  dire^led  a£\s  of  hoftility  to  be  committed  againft  the 
perfons  and  property  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjedls,  in  breach 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  moft  pofitive  ftipulations 
of  treaty ; and  have  fince,  on  the  moft  groundlefs  pre- 
tences, actually  declared  war  againft  your  Majefty  and  the 
United  Provinces. 

Wc  a.Ture  your  Majefty  that,  whilft  we  feel  the  utmoft 
indignation  at  the  circumftances  of  this  wanton  and  unpro- 
voked aggreftion,  wc  are  happy  in  being  afliired  that  your 
Majefty  has  taken  the  neceffary  fteps  to  maintain  the  ho- 
jiour  of  your  crown,  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  your 
people. 

« Your  Majefty  may  rely  with  confidence  on  the  firrn 
and  effeflual  fupport  of  your  faithful  Commons,  and  on 
the  zealous  exertions  of  your  Majefty's  brave  and  loyal  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  in  profccuting  a juft  and  necelTary  war,  and 
in  endeavouring,  under  the  bleffing  of  Providence,  to  op- 
pofe  an  effeftual  barrier  to  the  further  progrefs  of  a fyftem 
which  ftrikes  at  the  fecurity  and  peace  of  all  independent: 
nations,  and  is  purfued  in  open  defiance  of  every  principle 
of  moderation,  good  faith,  humanity  and  juftice. 

“ We  afture  your  Majefty,  that  we  learn  with  the  utmoft 
fatisfaflion,  that  in  a caufe  of  fuch  general  concern  your 
Majefty  has  every  reafon  to  hope  for  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  thofe  powers  who  are^  united  with  your  Majefty  by  the 
ties  of  alliance,  or  who  'feel  an  intereft  in  preventing  the 
extenfion  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  and  contributing  to 
the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.” 

A bill  having  been  introduced  to  prevent  appointment 
of  conventions  or  unlawful  aflemblies,  under  a pretence  ot 
preparing  or  prefenting  public  petitions  or  other  addreftes 
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to  hlsMajefty  or  the  parliament, — it  was  read  a fecond  time, 
-when  Mr.  Grattan  faid,  the  convention  bill  is  a falfe  de- 
claration of  law.  I call  on  the  lawyers^to  fay,  whether 
the  mere  appointment  of  delegates,  or  reprefentatives,  for 
the  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  King  or  parliament,  is  alone 
fufficient  to  make  an  unlawful  alTembly.  I call  for  their 
authorities;  where  are  their  ftatutes,  thc'r  adjudications, 
their  opinions  ? There  are  none,  they  know  there  are 
none.  The  law  never  faid,  that  the  mere  appointment  of 
a reprefentative  for  a legal  purpofe,  was  an  illegal  a61:,  or 
that  the  preparing  a petition'  to  the  King  or  parliament 
for  the  redrefs  ol  a grievance,  was  an  illegal  purpofe  ; I 
will  examine  their  authorities.  An  unlawful  allembly,  fays 
Lord  Coke,  is  where  three  or  more  aflemble  in  a body  to 
commit  a riot,  and  do  not  do  it.  An  unlawful  aflembly, 
fays  Blackftone,  is  where  three  or  more  alTemblc  to  do  an 
unlawful  adf,  or  to  pull  down  inclofures,  and  part  without 
doing  it.  An  unlawful  alTembly,  fays  Hawkins,  is  not 
only  an  afi'embling  to  do  an  adl,  which,  if  done,  would 
make  the  alTembly  a riot,  but  it  is  the  meeting  in  great 
numbers,  with  fuch  circumllances  of  terror  as  cannot  but 
endanger  the  public  peace,  as  where  great  numbers,  com- 
plaining of  a common  grievance,  meet  armed  in  a warlike 
manner,  to  confider  of  the  means  of  recovering  their  inter- 
ells.  Does  a deputation,  not  armed  in  a warlike  manner, 
nor  in  any  manner,  and  appointed  to  do  a legal  a£l,  come 
under  ail  or  any  of  thefe  definitions  ? Does  (I  recite  the 
fubftance  of  the  bill)  the  appointment  of  any  alTembly  to. 
reprefent  any  defcriptlon,  or  number  of  the  people,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preparing  or  prefenting  petitions  relative  to. 
any  public  concernment,  come  under  any  one  of  thefe  defi- 
nitions ? No  lawyer  can  fay  fo,  becaufe  no  lawyer  could 
fay  fo  without  forfeiting  his  charader  as  a lawyer. 
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I rely  upon  It  therefore,  that  the  declaratory  part  of  this 
bill  has  not  been,  and  cannot  be  fupported  by  law,  but 
that  it  Is  a grofs  and  ignorant  mifreprefentation  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  which  it  afledls  to  declare.  It  is  not  fupport- 
ed by  law,  and  it  is  in  the  face  of  daily  praflices.  What 
was  the  committee  of  commerce  in  this  country,  but  fuch 
an  alTembly  as  is  here  pronounced  illegal  ? What  the 
delegates  from  the  different  counties  in  England,  in  1780, 
to  promote  a redudlion  of  the  expences  of  the  flate  ? 
What  the  conventions  in  England,  in  1782,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  reform  of  parliament  ? What  the  delegates 
for  the  procuring  the  repeal  of  the  tefl:  a£l  ? What  the 
Prefbyterian  fynod  ? What  the  delegates  of  the  Quakers  ? 
What  the  convention  in  England,  for  the  purpofe  of  ref- 
toring  Charles  the  Second  ? What  the  convention  in  Ire- 
land, for  bringing  about  the  revolution  in  1668 ; a con- 
vention ftlled  a northern  affociation  and  general  council, 
to  diredl  the  operation  of  affociated  bodies,  united  for  the 
purpofe'  of  religion  and  liberty  ? But  I cannot  omit  one 
convention  to  which  the  prefent  family  owes  its  crown,  and 
which,  if  this  bill  is  law,  was  an  adl  of  rebellion  : I mean 
that  glorious  and  immortal  ailembly  purporting  to  repre- 
fent  the  people  of  England,  that  placed  the  crown  on  the 
head  of  William  and  Mary  ; this  affcmbly  comes  under 
every  claufe  in  this  bill,  deferiptive  of  illegal  affembly  ; 
had  fuch  a bill  as  this  been  the  Law  of  England,  and  been 
executed.  Lord  Somers  and  the  leaders  in  the  revolution 
muff  have  been  apprehended.  1 have  read  much  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Catholics  at  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
but  I never  before  read  their  juftification  in  the  fhape  of 
an  aa  of  parliament  ; for  if  this  declaratory  bill  be  law, 
then  the  convention  of  1688  was  againft  law,  and  all  its 
proceedings  of  courfe,'and  amongft  others  the  fettlemeiit 
of  the  crown,  illegal,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  Catholics  to 
that  iettkment  warrantable  by  law.  Who  would  have 

^ 3 thought  ^ 


H Collectanea  Polltlca*  . 

thouglit  that  the  Catholics  would  have  found  in  the  de- 
famer  of  their  loyalty,  an  apologift  for  their  rebellion  ; 
who  would  have  thought  to  have  found  in  a bill,  profefling 
to  be  a ftrong  meafure  in  favour  of  power,  the  feed  of  a 
principle  which  impcacheth  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown 
in  the  prefent  illuflrious  family  ; but  fo  interwoven,  fortu- 
nately I think  it,  is  the  title  of  the  King  with  the  liberties 
of  his  people,  that  no  man  can  be  the  notorious  and  intem- 
perate and  blafted  enemy  of  the  one,  without  at  the  fame 
time  fuggeding  a qucftion  againft  the  other.  Such  melan- 
choly and  grofs  ignorance  does  this  aff  betray  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  both  countries,  and  fuch  a total  and  fhocking  dif- 
regard  to  every  trace  of  found  conftitutional  principle, 
without  which  no  man  can  be  a fafe  lawyer,  or  a good 
citizen.  Blackflone  fpeaks  of  this  law  of  redrefs  ; the  law 
of  redrefs  afeertained  as  at  the  revolution,  and  the  law  of 
redrefs  unafeertained,  as  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  govern- 
ing powers  betray  their  trull,  and  confpire  againft  the  com- 
mon weal,  fuch  as  the  modefty  of  the  law  will  not  fuppofe, 
and  therefore  againft  which  it  does  not  provide  a remedy, 
but  leaves  the  redrefs  open  to  the  exigency  ; and  it  is  this 
which  Lord  Bolingbroke  means,  when  he  fays  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  cannot  be  deftroyed,  even  by  parlia- 
ment. Kings,  like  James  the  Second,  may  abdicate ; 
parliaments,  like  his  parliament,  may  betray  their  truft, 
but  the  refources  of  this  conflitution  are  fuch  that  the  peo- 
ple cannot  be  enflaved',  until  they  themfelves  are  univerfally 
corrupt  : how  then  are  they  to  redrefs  themfelves  when 
they  are  betrayed  by  parliament  •,  how  in  fuch  a cafe — 
how  ? but  by  reforting  to  what  this  bill  makes  a milde- 
meanor,  the  appointment  or  delegation  of  fome  body  or 
bodies,  who  may  confer  and  communicate.  This  bill, 
I therefore  fubmit,  is  not  only  as  a declaration  of  law  falfc 
and  ignorant,  but  highly  criminal  and  mifehievous,  as  a 
provifton  againft  thofe  popular  refources  which  Ireland 
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found  neceffary  once,  and  England  found  necefTary  alfo, 
and  without  which  neither  had  been  free.  Refources 
which  fhould  neither  be  prohibited  nor  encouraged.  Let  me 
fuppofe,  that  the  perfons  who  gave  their  early  and  almoft 
infant  voice  againft  a motion  to  declare  the  rights  of  the 
Irifh  parliament,  had  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the 
Houfe  in  the  end  from  adopting  that  meafure  ; let  me  fup- 
pofe that  the  fame  perfons^who  propofed  to  give  back  the 
fubftance  of  thofe  rights,  on  the  queftion  of  the  memor- 
able propofitions,  attended  as  that  queftion  was  wdth  a 
fenfelefs  petulance  of  fpeech,  againft  the  character  as  well 
as  the  pretenHons  of  Ireland  ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  they  at 
that  time  had  prevailed  ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  thofe  who 
denied  the  fubftance  of  that  declaration  of  right  on  the 
queftion  of  the  regency,  and  maintained  that  a Britifh  con- 
vention could  make  a law  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
that  this  country  was  governed  by  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  they  had  been  able  at  that  time 
to  impofe  their  empty  quibble  as  law,  and  their  fhamelefs 
affertion  as  conftitution  ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  he  who  had 
declared  in  this  houfe,  that  the  Irifti  parliament  had  been 
once  bought  for  half  a million,  and  that  it  might  be  made 
necefTary  to  buy  it  again  for  the  fame  or  a greater  fum  ; 
let  me  fuppofe,  that  he  had  been  able  to  eftablifh  the 
profligacy  of  this  principle,  the  violence  of  fuch  meafures, 
or  the  corruption  of  fuch  practices,  as  permanent  maxims 
of  government  ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  thofe  who,  by  the 
precipitation  of  their  temper,  inflamed,  mifled,  and  finally 
cxpofcd  the  Proteftant  intereft,  as  they  have  fince  endea- 
voured CO  alienate  the  Catholic  intereft,  by  the  petulance 
of  their  language  ; let  me  fuppofe,  that  they  had  prevailed 
in  any,  and  ftill  more  in  all  of  their  defparate  enterprifes 
againft  their  country  5 in  fuch  cafe  or  cafes  might  not  a 
convention  have  been  necelTary  ? It  is  true,  the  good  fenfe 
of  feme  of  his  Majefty’s  minifters  has  checked  the  arbitrary 

genius- 


CoKcctanea  ig>oIi'ti'ca. 

genius  that  infpired  fuch  fentiments,  governed  his  temper, 
and  renounced  his  bigotry,  and  by  taking  reconciling  fteps, 
has  rendered  a convention. at  prefent  iinneceflary,  impro- 
per and  improbable.  But  in  a country  where  fuch  prac- 
tices have  been  reforted  to,  and  fuch  avowal  of  fuch  profli- 
gacy publicly  made,  ftiall  we  fay  that  in  no  time  to  come 
there  fliall  ever  be  a convention  : fuch  a praiflice,  and  fuch 
an  unabafhed  avowal  of  fuch  a pra£lice,  is  the  fubverfion 
of  all  government,  of  Englifh  government  in  Ireland,  or 
of  any  government,  becaufe  it  is  the  fubverflon  of  thofe 
principles  moral  and  religious,  without  which  there  can 
be  no  government.  The  minifter  therefore  who  proclaim- 
ed that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Britifh  government  to  buy 
the  Irifh  parliament  with  half  millions,  proclaimed  by 
neceflary  deduction  the  neceflity  of  an  Irifli  convention  ; 
happily,  I fay,  that  principle  is  changed,  and  a convention 
unnecelTary  and  unwarranted  j but  in  a country  where  fuch 
a thing  could  even  have  been  publicly  advanced  by  admi- 
niflration,  will  you  pafs  an  a£l  againft  any  convention  at 
any  time  to  come,  or  any  reprefentation  of  any  defeription 
of  the  people  for  any  fpecific  public  purpofe  ? Sir,  if  this 
bill  had  been  the  law  of  the  land,  four  great  events  could 
never  have  taken  place  *,  the  independency  of  the  Irifh 
parliament ; the  emancipation  of  the  Irifh  Catholics ; the 
revolution  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  great  event  that  flow- 
ed from  it,  the  fucceflion  of  the  Hanoverian  family.  The 
enabling  part  is  a bill  of  popular  incapacities  inflead  of  a 
conflitution  of  popular  refources ; the  enacling  part  is  a 
provifo  againft  future  redrefs  in  cafes  of  emergency,  as 
the  declaratory  part  is  a declaration  againft  the  legality  of 
paft  redrefs.  In  this  latter  light  it  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
libel  on  the  revolution ; on  your  own  meeting  at  Dun- 
gannon ; on.  all  the  proceedings  of  your  volunteers,  and 
on  the  Catholic  cenvention.  Where  is  the  ufe  of  ftigma- 
tiflng  the  volunteers  by  aift  of  parliament,  if  in  the  caufe 
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of  liberty  they  fometimes  weot  too  far  ; if  the  ardour  of 
youth  could  not  at  all  times  command  the  precaution  of 
old  age  : draw  a veil  over  the  infirmity ; remember  the 
efTential  fervice;  refpedl  the  foldier’s  memory,  and  do  not 
now,  when  he  is  dead,  afTemble  round  his  grave  with  the 
little  enemy  of  his  caufe  and  his  fame,  to  write  on  his  tomb 
this  dirty  indidlment.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  now 
hear  me  were  of  the  lawyers  corps’  memorable  committee  j 
do  they  recollefl  it  ? That  committee  was  a deputation 
of  armed  men  reprefenting  armed  men,  and  afluming  to 
reprefent  the  knowledge  of  law  as  well  as  its  battalion,  for 
the  purpofe  of  qiieftioning  and  inveftigating  a matter  touch-  / 
ing  the  ftate,  and  already  decided  in  parliament  : I am  not 
defending  fuch  a meeting,  it  ftands  on  its  own  ground 
and  diflin^l  from  others  ; but  if  1 had  gone  fo  very  far  as 
to  be  a member  of  that  committee,  I would  not  now  prove 
falfe  to  my  colours,  and  pay  the  minifter  fuch  a compli- 
ment, at  the  expence  of  my  corps  and  my  cloath,  as  to  ac- 
knowledge that  my  proceedings  and  theirs  Influenced  by 
their  leaders,  were  in  the  face  of  the  law.  The  Catholic 
convention  is  another  object  libelled  by  this  bill  ; where  is 
the  ufe  of  the  refleflion  ? not  only  they  who  eledled  and 
they  who  compofed  that  convention,  but  his  Majefty,  who 
received  its  deputies,  comes  in  for  his  fhare  of  the  oblo- 
quy ; it  is  very  evident  that  one  of  the  many  views  of  this 
bill  is  to  attack  the  Catholics  ; as  to  any  evil  defigns  which 
the  Catholics  may  be  faid  to  entertain,  I believe  they  have 
none  ; fure  I am,  that  the  charges  which  have  been  made 
againft  the  body  of  the  Catholics  are  falfe  ; if  there  are 
grounds,  ftate  them  ; let  that  which  is  to  appal  us  all  ap- 
pear ; it  has  proved  nothing  but  vague  aflertion  ; nor  can 
we  luppofe  that  the  Catholics,  who,  under  the  penal  code, 
preferved  their  allegiance,  ftiould  become  difaffefted  on  the 
moment  in  which  they  had  acquired  fuch  folid  and  ineftim- 
able  advantages,  and  througli  the  agency  of  the  govern- 
ment 
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xncnt  which  they  are  falfely  charged  to  wifli  to  undermine. 
The  bitcernefs  of  exprefllon  which  in  fome  inftances  accom- 
panied that  "grant,  cannot  exafperate  them  againft  the  flate, 
but  fliould  be  rather  a fubjeft  of  additional  thanks  to  the 
wifer  part  of  government,  who  have  forced  the  angry  bigot 
to  vote  againil  his  fpeech,  with  the  humiliating  privilege 
of  babbling  againft  his  vote. 

It  may  be  to  the  Catholics  further  confolation  to  find, 
that  if  they  are  calumniated,  fo  have  been  the  Proteftants  ; 
they  who  afted  for  the  liberties  of  this  country  .5  they  who 
lincc  1782  ftruggled  for  bills,  which,  in  part,  government 
has  meritorioufly  acceded  to,  ai’e  for  that  very  condu£l:, 
by  the  fame  falfe  witnefs,  vituperated  exprefsly  as  men  en- 
deavouring to  foment  jcaloufies  and  difunion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Satisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  fome  of 
their  great  meafures,  thefe  men  have  learned  to  defpife 
that  political  jury,  whofe  teftimony  againft  public  charafler 
is  now  exploded  as  hi$  principles. 

Sir,  this  bill  not  only  reflefls  on  numbers  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubjefls  as  guilty  of  a mifdemeanor,  but  it  involves  them  in 
the  penalty  ; it  is  an  ex  pojl  faBo  law  of  pains  and  penalties  ; 
if  this  bill  be  law,  every  man  who  compofed  the  Catholic 
convention  is  now  liable  to  be  profecuted  for  a mifdemean- 
or ; it  might  fo  happen  that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  vote 
for  the  bill  might  be  their  jury  or  their  judges,  how  would 
they  afl ; would  they  on  oath  or  as  on  the  bench  pronounce 
thofe  men  guilty  of  a mifdemeanor  ; and  which  they  are 
now  ready  toalTert  as  members  of  parliament?  Thofe  gentle- 
men may  not  only  happen  to  try  fuch  offenders,  but  are 
liable  to  be  tried  themfelves,  for  fuch  offences  ; for  they 
were  certainly  thofe  criminal  and  illegal  deputies  deferibed 
in  the  a£l.  1 do  not  fuppofe  government  will  ever  think 
gf  prgfecuting  them,  but  if  fhe  fliould,  flie  will  after  the 
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pairing  this  a£l  have  againft  the  legality  of  their  conduct 
the  authority  of  the  iegiflature  and  their  own.  I have  ob- 
je£led  to  this  bill  as  an  innovation  on  the  conftitution  , I 
objeiSt  to  it  alfo  as  an  innovation  oil  the  fyftem  of  Criminal 
jurifprudencc  i it  puts  the  peace  officer  in  the  place  of  the 
court  ofjuftice,  in  cafes  where  there  is  neither  tumult  nor. 
danger  of  tumult  ; it  is  true  the  common  law  makes  him 
the  judge  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  fociety  is  ex- 
pofed,  from  a numerous  body  armed  and  proceeding  to  ex- 
ecute an  illegal  purpofe,  or  a legal  purpofe  in  an  illegal 
tumultuous  manner  ; but  it  is  the  force  or  imminent  dan- 
ger of  force,  that  brings  the  fubjedl  under  the  cognifance 
of  the  fubordinate  magiftrate  ; the  illegality  alone  would 
only  bring  him  under  the  cognifance  of  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice.  Where  there  are  circumftances  of  force  and  horror 
accompanying  an  illegal  aft,  then  grows  the  power  of  the 
peace  officer,  for  he  is  not  the  guardian  of  the  law,  but  the 
confervator  of  the  peace.  But  this  bilJ  gives  that  officer  in 
the  inftance  of  a peaceful  meeting  aflembled  to  do  a legal 
aft,  as  to  frame  a petition  for  thofe  who  have  deputed  them 
. fo  to  do,  this  bill,  I fay,  gives  the  peace  officer  the  power 
to  judge  of  the  faft  of  the  deputation  ; of  the  manner  of 
cxcrcifing  that  truft,  and  of  the  public  nature  of  the  objefl 
of  it,  with  right  of  entry  and  a power  to  call  in  the  military; 
here  is  the  principle  of  the  afl,  applied  to  the  peaceful 
communication  of  fentiment — and  is  an  innovation  of  the 
principles  of  the  criminal  law  of  thefc  countries.  The  ob- 
jefis  of  this  bill  is  to  ftigmatife  the  Catholic  convention, 
and  prevent  the  reform  of  parliament  ; but  the  pretences 
for  this  bill,  I think,  are  three  ; the  Defenders,  the  Unit- 
ed IrifhmcD,  and  an  imaginary  convention  at  Athlone  : 
the  laft  is  not  to  take  place,  and  on  the  two  firfl  the  bill 
will  have  no  operation.  Gentlemen  muff  furely  know  that 
cither  this  convention  is  not  at  all  to  take  place,  or  taking 
place,  would  be  feeble*  and  frivolous.  Such  a convention 
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as  I have  feen  defcribed  would  be  indeed  unfeafonable,  and^ 

• I will  add,  wholely  inadniiffible  ; but  fuch  a bill  as  this, 
is  not  the  way  to  defeat  it.  You  remember  a much  more 
formidable  convention  than  this  fuppofed  one  of  Athlone,  a 
convention  of  armed  men  reprefenting  the  volunteer  army  ; 
fitting  at  the  Rotunda  with  a guard,  and  preparing  plans 
for  parliament  : fome  of  the  friends  of  this  bill,  members 
of  this  Houfe,  were  deputies  of  that  convention  ; accepted 
delegation,  lat  and  voted,  and  whatever  evil  was  incurred, 
had  a full  lhare  in  it.  But  how  did  the  then  Attorney 
General  acl,  did  he  alter  the  conftitution  under  pretence 
of  defending  it  ; did  he  make  ufe  of  popular  excefles  to 
abridge  the  liberty  of  the  fubjefl  ; did  he  give  an  opinion 
contrary  to  law,  and  then  get  parliament  to  give  an  in- 
fluenced judgment  in  fupport  of  it,  and  invade  the  confti- 
tution under  pretence  of  declaring  the  law  ? No  ; when 
the  convention  attempted  to  adt,  he  framed  a refolution, 
which  purported  the  defence  of  the  conftitution  againft  all 
encroachment  : the  confequence  was  the  convention  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  conftitution  flood  unaltered  and  unimpaired 
— unimpaired  eicher  by  the  encroachment  of  a convention, 
or  of  a convention  bill.  In  the  prefent  cafe  the  prorogation 
of  parliament  cannot  interfere,  unlefs  government  prefers  a 
long  prorogation  ; and  fure  I am  that  if  fuch  a thing  as 
the  defcribed  convention  is  to  take  place,  it  were  much 
better  to  meet  it  with  the  precedent  1 havcmientioncd  than 
with  this  bill ; but  it  is  evident  no  fuch  thing  is  now  ap- 
prehended : the  fpirit  of  the  people  does  not  beat  high, 
and  becaufe  the  fpirit  is  not  high  this  bill  is  brought  for- 
ward. The  friends  of  the  bill  have  feifed  the  opportunity 
of  public  panic,  which  certain  excefles  have  excited  : I 
condemn  both — the  excefles  and  the  remedy  5 inftead  of 
either  1 am  for  the  conftitution  of  England. 
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He  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a fecond  time 
on  the  ninth  of  September  next.-^ 

The  Attorney  General  oppofed  the  motion — He  faid, 
that  if  he  had  had  any  doubts  on  his  mind  of  the  truth  of 
the  declaration  in  the  preamble,  as  to  the  illegality  of  the 
aflTemblies  defcribed  by  the  bill,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf  had  removed  them,  by  contradidling  the 
opinion  he  had  at  firft  laid  down  fo  pofitively  ; for  he  had 
faid  that  a meeting,  fuch  as  had  been  defcribed,  fhould  be 
withftood,  and  he  knew  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s 
principles  and  his  love  for  the  conftjtution  too  well,  to 
fuppofe  he  would  have  an  aiTembly  withftood  which  was 
not  illegal.  He  denied  that  the  bill  had  any  retrofpeft 
particularly  to  the  Catholic  convention  ; it  originated 
merely  from  a profefled  defign  to  call  a convention,  to  re- 
prefent  the  people  and  overturn  the  parliament.  He  al- 
luded to  the  fociety  of  United  Iriftimen,  whofe  agitations 
had  greatly  difturbed  the  city  and  deftroyed  public  credit. 
He  mentioned  the  late  meeting  at  Dungannon  as  a confe- 
quencc  of  the  invitations  of  this  fociety  *,  and  preparatory 
only  to  a general  meeting  at  Athlone  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer.  He  declared  it,  as  his  well-weighed  opinion, 
that  fuch  an  alTembly  was  unlawful.  As  to  the  authorities 
that  had  been  adduced  to  prove  it  was  not,  he  obferved, 
that  they  had  not  been  rightly  underftood  ; for  that  in 
Hawkins*  nothing  more  was  neceffary  to  conftitutc  an  un- 
lawful alTembly,  but  that  they  were  attended  with  circum- 
ftances  of  terror,  whether  armed  or  not.  He  had  been 
called  on  for  adjudication  or  flatute  to  prove  the  illegality. 
He  faid,  things  might  be  unlawful  againft  which  no  ftatute 
nor  adjudication  exifts.  Otherwife  precedents  of  abjudi- 
cation could  never  have  been  had.  This,  of  reprefentative 
affemblies  diftincl  from  parliament,  he  thought  was  one  of 
;hpfe.  For  a reprefentative  alTembly  fuperior  to,  or  even 

co-ordinate 
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co-ordinate  with,  parliament,  was,  he  was  convinced, 
already  againft  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  The 
principle  of  the  bill,  therefore,  muft  be  good;  as  to  any 
impcrfe<5^ion  in  the  claufes  it  might  be  corrected  in  a com- 
mittee. The  right  honourable  gentleman  mifconceived  the 
bill  if  he  fuppofed  it  went  to  prevent  all  deputation  ; if  there 
was  any  thing  of  that  tendency  in  the  bill,  he  would  agree 
to  its  correction  in  a committee  : it  went  only  to  prevent 
afTemblies  purporting  to  be  the-  general  reprefentatives 
of  the  people,  not  reprefentation  for  any  pre»  conceived  ob- 

Jea. 

The  right  of  petitioning  was  not  cffeCled  by  the  bill ; that 
right,  however,  could  not  be  exercifed  by  delegation  5, 
each  individual  knows  his  own  grievance,  and  muft  petition 
for  himfelf.- — The  people  could  not  elecl  delegates  for  the 
purpole  of  confidcring  whether  an  objeCl  fliould  be  petiti- 
oned for,  or  not— whether  the  law  was  already  w^hat  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  declared  it  of  not,  was  of  little  impor- 
tance ; the  queftion  was,  whether  fuch  ought  to  be  the 
law  or  not.  If  the  houfe  believed  that  fuch  a convention 
was  intended,  they  fhould  confider  well  whether  it  ought 
not  to  be  prevented  before  it  be  too  late. — ^Thc  bill  appeared 
to  him  a good  mode  of  providing  againft  that  meeting, 
and  until  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fliould  point  out 
fomc  better  one,  the  bill  fliould  meet  his  approbation. — 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  the  bill 
was  intended  to  prevent  a reform,  and  that  it  would  make 
one  nccelTary : he  folemnly  declared  he  knew  no  objeCl 
of  the  bill  but  one — that  w^as,  to  prevent  this  threatened 
convention,  which,  from  a late  publication  from  the  Unit- 
ed Irlfhmen,  appeared  by  its  mode  of  election  to  be  ftill  more 
dangerous  than  it  had  appeared  hitherto.  It  was  to  obviate 
this  danger,  only,  that  the  noble  peer  had  introduced  this 
bill  into  the  other  Houfe ; he  was  confident  that  fo  fmall  an 

object 
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object  reform  had  not  on  this  occafion  been  at  all  in  his ' 
mind.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  argued  from 
the  revolution  of  1688,  and  averted  that  if  fuch  a bill  as 
this  had  exifted,  any  fuch  revolution  could  never  have  been 
accomplilhed. — For  his  part,  he  hoped  there  would  no 
more  be  occafion  for  any  fuch  : he  admired  it  however, 
no  man  more,  as  the  foundation  of  our  liberties. — The  bill, 
he  contended,  could  not  have  the  effefl  that  the  right 
nonourable  gentleman  wifhed  to  attribute  to  it.  The  crifi$ 
for  fuch  an  event,  as  the  convention  in  1688,  are  extremes 
which  no  law  can  have  reference  to  ; and  he  thought  it 
worth  obferving,  that  even  the  convention  in  1688  was 
itfelf  indemnified  by  a fubfequent  afl:  of  parliament, 
a circumflance  from  which  if  any  thing  can  be  drawn, 
it  is  an  argument  againft  the  legality  even  of  that  fingular 
aflembly, 

Mr.  Hardy  fupported  the  motion:  He  declared  himfelf 
no  friend  to  conventions : they  muft  indubitably  produce 
one  of  two  effcfls  ; either  they  muft  degrade  parliament, 
or  they  muft  exhauft  the  ftrength  of  the  people,  and  deprive 
them  of  that  conftitutional  energy  which  they  ought  to  ex- 
ert at  proper  occafions. 

He  entered  into  a fliort  view  of  the  different  conventions 
that  have  met  in  Ireland  within  a few  years,  and  fhewed, 
that  where  they  attempted  to  dieftate  to  parliament,  parlia- 
ment was  enabled  to  difperfe  them  with  eafe,  aa  was  the 
cafe  of  1783;  when  their  propofitions  were  founded  in 
reafon,  and  parliament  made  reafonablc  conceffions,  then 
they  difperfed  themfelves,  as  the  late  Roman  Catholic 
convention.  ' 

He  thought  parliament  did  not  think  ought  of  itfelf,  if  it 
did  not  depend  for  fupport  ratherxon  the  many  popular  a£ls 

of 
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of  this  fcffion,  than  on  one  folitary  law  ; they  paid  a bad 
compliment  to  the  heads  and  hearts  of  their  countrymen^ 
if  they  did  not  believe  that  they  would  rather  fit  down  con- 
tented participators  of  an  amended  conftitution,  than  be- 
come the  dupes  of  knaves  and  fools.  If  the  people  were 
fo  fcnfclels,  the  bill  might  go  back  to  the  Lords  with  all 
his  heart,  for  he  knew  not  what  would  fatisfy  them  or  prer 
vent  their  ruin. 

The  queftioa  on  Mr.  Grattan’s  motlpn  being  put,  the 
numbers  were. 

Ayes ' 27 

Noes  — r ~ 12,8 

Majority  10 1 

On  July  the  18,  1793,  proceeded 

on 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  intended  to  move  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftrudlion  on  the  committee  to  receive  a claufe  to  limit  the 
duration  of  this  a£l.  If  gentlemen  would  agree  to  this,  he 
fiiould  make  his  particular  objedions  in  the  committee. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  could  by  no  means  a- 
gree  to  the  introdu<Slion  of  fuch  a claufe  confiftently 
with  his  arguments  of  yefterday,  namely,  that  the  bill 
was  only  declaratory  of  what  was  already  the  law  of  the 
land. 

' ^ 

Mr.  Grattan — I put  a queftlon  to  the  learned  gentlemen 
-^arc  the  two  circumftances  of  delegation  and  public  con- 
cernment fufiicient  to  conflitute  an  unlawful  afiembly,  ex- 
cept that  afiembly  be  the  Houfe  of  Commons  } or  in  other 
words,  muft  any  delegation  of  any  defeription  of  his  Majef- 

ty’s 
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fubje^ls,  other  than  this  Houfe,  for  the  purpofc  of 
promoting  any  redrefs  of  any  grievance  in  church  or  ftate^ 
be  coalidered  as  an  unlawful  aflembly  ? — They  have  given 
me  no  anfwer  ; but  they  have  ftated  a cafe  which  is  ano- 
ther cafe,  and  which  is  a quibble,  and  not  an  anfwer.  They 
have  faid,  that  a reprefentative  of  the  people,  other  than 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  unlawful  affembly  : it  may  be 
fo  ; yet  a delegation  for  promoting  redrefs  in  matter  of 
public  concernment  may  not  be  fo,  becaufe  that  delegation 
may  not  be,  nor  alTume  to  be,  a reprefentative  of  the  people, 
but  of  a certain  defcription  thereof —and  yet  the  bill,  both 
in  its  preamble  and  declaration,  makes  fuch  alTembly 
illegal.  The  cafe,  therefore,  ftated  by  the ' gentlemen, 
is  no  more  a defence  of  the  bill  than  it  is  an  anfwer  to  my 
queftion. 

The  bill  ftates,  that  any  reprefentation  of  any  defcriptio!^ 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts  for  procuring  redrefs  in  any  man- 
ner, in  any  matter  of  public  concernment,  is  an  unlawfu 
aflembly. 

The  learned  gentlemen  fay,  that  a reprefentative  of  the 
people  is  fo — which  is  not  the  cafe  of  that  body  who  only 
aflcmble  to  reprefent  in  a particular  matter,  a particular 
province,  county,  city,  town,  diftrifl,  or  defcription  of 
people.  The  cafe  fubinitted  to  the  gentlemen,  and  the  cafe 
contained  in  the  bill,  reft  illegality  on  thq  afl  of  delegation 
for  procuring  in  any  manner  redrefs  in  matters  of  public 
concernment. — The  cafe  ftated  by  the  learned  gentlemen, 
leems  to  reft  the  point  of  iiiegality  on  the  generality  of  the 
reprefentation,  and  their  reafon  le^s  to,  reft  it  there  ftill 
more  than  their  cafe  5 for  inftance,  they  fay  a reprefen- 
tative  of  the  people,  other  than  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
is  an  ^unlawful  aflembly,  becaufe  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
are  cxclufively  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  there- 
VoL.  III.  C fore 
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fore  to  attempt  to  appoint  a fecond  Houfe  of  Common  is 
unlawful,  becaufe  incompatible  with  the  This  rcafon 

in  fupport  of  this  cafe  is  a furrendcr  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  I do  not  fay,  the  bill  is  betrayed  but  its  defence 
is  waved  by  the  law  lervants  of  the  Crown— they  acknow- 
ledge'that  there  is  neither  flatute  nor  adjudication  in  fupport 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill — but  they  fay  there  is  reafon, 
and  that  reafon  they  alledgc  to  be  this — that  there  cannot, 
be  at  one  time  two  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; where-  . 
as  the  principle  of  the  bill  is,  that  any  reprefentation  not 
of  the  people  only,  but  of  any  defeription  whatever  there- 
of, for  a public  purpofe,  faye  only  this  Houfe,  is  an  unlaw- 
ful afTembly. 

The  cafe  and  reafon ing  of  the  learned  gentlemen  would 
comprehend  nothing  but  a national  convention  but  the 
cafes,  principle,  and  defeription  of  the  bill  would  compre- 
hend every  fubdiviuon  of  delegation  for  public  matter. 
The  Presbyterian  committee,  of  which  I read  a petition 
yefterday,  and  w^hich  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  of  England 
have  appointed  by  delegation  to  promote  redrefs  of  parti- 
cular grievances,  touching  church  and  ftate,  viz.  the  re- 
peal of  the  Teft  a61: — the  delegation  of  Quakers,  if  that 
delegation  fhould  join  in  an  humble  addrefs  for  the  com- 
mutation of  tythes — the  Presbyterian  fynod.  If  that  fynod, 
fhould  prehirae  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  their  flock  in  mat- 
ters touching  abiifes  in  church  or  flate  all  thefe  come 
within  the  letter  of  the  aft,  though  by  no  means  within 
the  argument  which  attempts  to  defend  it.  They  are  all 
delegations,  and  in  the  cafes  I have  fuggefted,  would  be 
employed  in  procuring  redrefs  of  fome  abufes  either  in 
church  or  flate. 

I have  thus  merely  confldered  the  argument  as  far  as  it 
declined  the  queftion  I propofed,  and  muft  fay  that  the  only 


Collectanea  Polftt'ca*  , 2? 

to  be  ertracleci  from  the  argument  is,  that  there  can- 
pot  be  at  once  two  reprefentatives  of  the  people  for  the  fame 
purpofes — but  for  diiTerent  purpoles — it  does  not  follow 
but  there  may. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  whom  we  will  for  argument's 
lake  fuppofe  the  real  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  exercife  of  certain  powers — powers  of  im- 
peachment, powers  of  grant,  and  powers  of  legifiation  j 
certainly  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  give  a 
fecond  order  of  delegates  authority  to  exercife  fuch  powers, 
would  in  the  higheft  degree  be  illegal—or  what  might  feeni 
to  imply  the  fame  thing,  the  appointment  of  a fecond  order 
of  delegarcs  to  reprefent  the  people  generally  without  any 
fpecihe  limitation,  would  be  highly  criminal  and  illegalj 
becaufe  that  would  imply  the  powers  I have  deferibed— but 
the  appi^intmcnt  of  delegates  for  a fpecific  and  legal  pur- 
pofe — for  inftance,  promoting  the  redrefs  of  a particular 
abuje  touching  the  church  or  ftate — as  the  reform  of  parlia- 
inent—a^ limitation  of  public  expences — a repeal  of  the  telr 
acl  •,  fuch  delegations  which  do  or  have  exifled  in  England 
and  Ireland,  would  not  be  an  interference  with  the  jurif- 
di£lion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  within  the  reafon 
of  the  cafe  of  the  learned  gentlemen — The  people  in  elecfi:- 
ing  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  part  with  fome  of  their 
powers,  and' others  they  retain — the  power  of  petitioning, 
of  inftrudting,  and  of  delivering  their  fenfe  on  abufes  in 
church  and  Hate,  they  retain — with  thefe  powers  they  of 
neceflity  retain  another,  that  of  forming  themfelves  in^o 
fuch  voluntary  organization,  of  committee,  delegates,  *or 
reprefentatives,  whatfoever  you  pleafe  to  call  them,  for 
the  purpofe  cither  of  preparing  their  petitions  or  of  framing 
their  refolution,  or  calling  their  difperfed  opinions  into  one 
confident  inflrument,  on  the  objecSt  of  the  particular  griev- 
ance, with  a view  to  render  the  exercife  of  the  power  they 
retain,  confiftent,  tranquil,  and  operative. 

C 2 /n 
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In  the  proceedings  of  fuch  delegation  care  muft  be  taken 
to  preferve  the  peace,  and  in  fpecifying  its  obje£l  care  muf^ 
be  taken  to  obferve  the  law — but  if  the  deftination  of  fuch 
delegation  is  lawful  and  the  proceedings  peaceful,  I know 
of  no  law,  and  the  learned  gentleman  have  adduced^  neither 
law  nor  reafon  to  pronounce  it  an  unlawful  amenably — I fee 
plainly  the  neceflity  of  leaving  fuch  powers  free,  becaufe. 
I fee  a time  may  come,  vve  have  feen  when  fuch  a time  did 
come,  when  the  being  of  the  conftitution  lhall  depend  on 
the  exercife  of  fuch  power.  Suppofe  a Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  was  the  cafe  of  the  Middiefex  eledlion  , confpire  againfj 
the  eledlive  rights  of  the  community.  Suppofe  a Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  was  the  cafe  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill, 
under  the  influence  of  the  minifler  vote  the  army  for  ever 
« — are  the  people  to  have  no  power  of  interfering;  or,  which 
is  the  fame  thing,  no  power  of  communicating  in  order  to 
make  their  interference  operative  and  conflftent  ? It  has 
been  faid  that  reprefentative  conventions  arc  illegal ; but 
the  queflion  of  legality  depends  on  what  thofe  reprefenta- 
tive conventions  are — if  they  are  national  reprefentative 
conventions  afliiming  exprefsly,  or  by  the  generality  of  their 
appointment,  the  fundlions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
they  are  more  than  illcgal--but  if  they  are  reprefentative 
conventions  appointed  for  a fpecial  purpofe  to  prepare  a 
petition,  or  to  promote  theredrefs  of  a particular  grievance, 
fuch  as  may  obtain  in  church  or  flate  ; for  fuch  a repre- 
fentative convention  as  committees  of  correfpondcnce,  or 
the  delegation  of  the  Quakers,  or  the  fynod  of  the  Pref- 
byterians,  or  fuch  as  the  delegates  of  the  Proteftant  Dif. 
f^nters  now  exifting  in  England— I hold  it  that  fuch  repre- 
lentative  conventions  are  not  illegal. 

The  honourable  member  who  had  made  the  obfervation 
— made  this  diflindlion,  for  the  reprefentative  convention 
he  condemned  as  a mock  parliament,  plainly  intimating  the 

reprefentative 
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reprefentative  conventions  not  in  any  degree  alTuming  the 
funftion  of  a parliament  did  not  come  vrithin'his  objedlion 
— it  would  feem  therefore  that  it  is  the  alTumption  of  par- 
liamentary functions  and  not  the  of  reprefentation, 
hor  the  public  concernment  which  is  its  objeeffj;  that  con- 
ftitute  the  illegality  ; and  this  obfervation  brings  the  ar- 
gument of  the  honourable  member  to  the  fame  principle 
with  that  of  his  honourable  friend— -that  the  law  will  not 
tolerate  two  Houfes  of  Commons,  as  the  principle 

of  the  argument  is  the  fame,  fo  fhall  be  my  anfwerj 
that  the  aflemblies  deferibed  in  the  bill  are  not  only 

fuch  as  alTume  the  fuh^lions  of  a Houfe  of  Commons, 

nor  fuch  as  alTume  the  chara61er  of  unlimited  reprefen- 
tation,  but  fuch  as  are  deferiptions  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
jecSls  however  fmall,  met  on  or  any  public  purpofe  whatfo- 
^ver. 

This  argument,  then,  like  the  other,  leaves  the  bill 
undefended.  But  it  is  advanced  in  further  fupport  of  this 
argument,  that  the  Houle  of  Commons  would  not  receive 
a petition  from  a delegation  ; and  it  is  thence  inferred  that 
the  a£l  of  delegation  is  illegal ; but  it  does  not  ftrike  me 
in  that  manner.  It  would  feem  that  this  obfervation  could 
only  reach  delegation^  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  or 
fubferibing  petitions,  not  preparing  petitions,  nor  corref- 
ponding,  nor  digefting  refolutions,  nor  promoting  redrefs 
of  fpecific  grievances  to  all  which  (he  bill  goes,  to  none  of 
which  the  argument  gces>  nor  does  the  argument  even  go 
fo  far  as  to  prove  the  illegality  of  any  delegation  whatfo- 
ever  ; it  only  proves,  that  delegations  for  the  particular 
purpofe  of  prefenting  or  fubferibing  petitions,  is  fruitlefs  ; 
blit  it  does  not  prove  the  delegates  to  be  an  unlawful  af- 
fembly  ; or  that  the  peace  officers  can  difperfe  them,  or  the 
trown  officer  profecute  them.  You  cannot  petition  parlia- 
taent  by  attorney— does  it  follow  you  cannot  appoint  one  i 
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AfTociation  for  the  peace— delegations  for  redrefs— clubS 
for  fociety,  as  all  voluntary  conventions,  without  fcal, 
certificate,  or  incorporation.  Parliament  cannot  know 
them  by  that  defcription  which  they  give  themfelves,  does 
it  follow  that  the  law  would  punilh  them  as  an  Unlawful  af- 
fembly  ? 

The  object  of  thcfc  rrieetings  has  in  general  been  to  pro- 
pole matter  for  petition,  or  to  collect  or  combine  the  pub- 
lic mind  to  one  fpccific  mode  of  remedy,  and  not  in  the 
perfon  of  delegates  to  approach  the  legillaturc  : and  it  is  a- 
gainft  this  proceeding  the  bill  is  diredted.  The  bill  leaves 
the  county  meeting  free — all  its  defigns  is  to  prevent  J^he 
communication  of  county  with  county,  and  city  with  city^ 
en  the  fubjeff  of  public  red  refs,  and  the  reform  of  parlia- 
ment above  all  other  lubje£\s  : and  the  rcafon  is  very  ob- 
vious ; — the  refolutions  of  fuch  county  or  aggregate  meet- 
ings have  proved  generally  effedlual ; but  the  refolutions 
formed  on  reprefentativc  or  delegated  meetings  have  gene- 
rally proved  cfFedlual  ; the  bill  leaves  the  people  fuch  re- 
four  ces  as  have  been  abort! vej>  and  only  takes  away  all 
which  have  been  fuccefsfuL 

It  has  been  faid  in  rupport  of  this  bill  that  the  preamble 
contains  in  it  no  point  of  law  whatfoever,  but  is  one  pro* 
pofitition,  only  ftating  a matter  of  fadt  5 this  I muft  deny  j 
the  preamble  contains  two  propofitioris,  the  one,  matter  of 
fadt,  or  rathep'prophefy,  which  is  pofitive,  the  other  mat- 
ter of  law,  which  is  implicative.. — It  deferibes  an  unlawful 
alfembly  in  thefe  words — an  alTembly  purporting  to  rc- 
prefent  the  people.’’ — (but  it  does  not  ftop  here)  “ or  any 
defcription  or  number  of  the  people,  under  pretence  of 
preparing  or  prefenting  petitions,  complaints,  remonftran- 
ces,  or  declarations  to  the  king  or  parliament  for  alterations 
©f  matter  in  .church  or  fiate,  alledged  grievances  or  other 

public  ; 
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public  Concernment”:  but  if  there  was  any  doubt  whether 
the  preamble  implied,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
declaratory  part  expreffes  that  any  alTembly  of  delegates 
from  any  defeription  or  number  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeCts 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  by  petition,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  an  alteration  in  matters  eftablifhed  in  church  or 
ftate,  is  unlawful.-— Let  me  allc  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  what 
was  the  committee  of  lawyers  corps  in  1782;  was  not  that 
Very  aflembly,  a delegation  from  a certain  defeription  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjeCts  to  procure  an  alteration  in  matters  eftab- 
liihed  in  ftate— a delegation  to  confider  a public  concern- 
ment— a delegation  purporting  to  promote  the  redrefs  of 
grievance  ? There  is  not  a defeription  in  the  aCl  that  de- 
lineates an  unlawful  aflembly,  under  which  that  committee 
does  not  come.  Who  appointed  that  committee  ? — A cer- 
tain numerous  defeription  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeCfs — What 
was  the  objeft  of  their  delegation  ? — To  conftder  matters 
of  ftate  then  fettled  by  the  law — that  is,  to  report  whether 
the  meafurcs  taken  by  the  parliament  of  the  two  kingdoms 
were  as  unanimoufly  alledged  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
adequate  in  point  of  law  to  liberate  this  kingdom  from 
the  legiftative  interference  of  Great  Britain.— And  what 
was  their  determination  In  direCl  contradiClion  to  a 
fcttlcment  concluded  by  both  Houfes  of  parliament. 
They  reported  that  the  remedy  which  our  parliament 
had  deemed  fufHcient,  was  inadequate,  and  they  conclud- 
ed with  a redrefs  of  their  own,  namely,  that  a bill  of  re- 
nunciation ought  to  pafs  in  the  parliament  of  England,  and 
a bill  of  right  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 

Here  is  a delegation  taking  into  confideratlon  every 
.thing  which  this  bill  forbids — public  concernment — redrefs 
of  grievance,  and  a particular  matter,  vitally  aftedting  the 
ftate,  and  juft  fettled  by  the  law,  and  here  is  a report  of  that 
delegation  opening  that  fettlement  to  procure  an  alteration 
therein. 


There 
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There  were,  indeed,  two  circumftanccs  which  diftiiis 
guifh  this  delegation  from  others  which  the  bill  deferibes 
and  declares  to  be  unlawful — the  committee  were  delegated 
by  an  armed  body,  to  impeach  the  fulBcicncy  of  a parlia- 
mentary fettlement  Do.  I wilh  to  reHe£t  on  their  motives  ? 
No  ; they  thought  the  independency  of  this  country  was 
a matter  of  ftate,  too  invaluable,  though  fettled  by  law, 
to  be  left  entirely  to  any  body  of  men,  even  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  or  to  any  individual  of  that  Houfe,  however  well 
difpofed.|  It  was  an  occafion  in  which  zeal,  and  even  fuf- 
picion,  was  commendable.  I differed  from  the  members 
of  that  committee  in  the  jdo^^rines  they  then  advanced 
againft  the  proceeding  of  parliament.  I differ  from  fome 
of  them  in  the  doftrines  they  now  advance  againft  the  pro-' 
eeedings  of  their  own  committee — and  it  is  by  a fingular 
fatality  that  it  fhould  fall  to  my  lot  to  rcffft,  and  to  theirs 
to  fupport  a bill  whofe  preamble  and  whofc  declaration  do, 
in  the  fulleft  and  leaft  equivocal  manner,  pronounce  their 
■committee  to  have  been  an  unlawful  aiTembly,  and  their 
conduct  to  have  been  iilegal, 

L . ^ 

While  I combat  the  argument,  I muft  give  every  due 
praife  to  the  abilities  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  advan- 
ced it— for  tafte  as  a fcholar,  knowledge  as  a lawyer,  and 
cxtenlive,  liberal,  and  deep  erudition.  It  has  been  faid  that 
the  bill  does  not  affect  committees  appointed  bona  fide  to  pre- 
pare petitions  or  other  matter,  bdt  only  fuch  as  make  peti- 
tion a pretence  for  delegation— ridiculous  ! The  bill  goei 
againft’  all  delegation  for  public  matter,  and  provides 
that  the  pretence  of  petitioning  fliall  not  cover  the  tranf- 
action. 

Gentlemen  having  in  my  humble  apprehenfion  miftated 
the  law,  proceed  to  my  certain  knowledge  to  miftate  the 
fa(ft--and  they  infift  that  in  England  no  convention  or  com- 
mittee 
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saittee  fuch  as  the  bill  ‘ defcribes  has  taken  place,  and  this 
they  affign  as  a rcafon  why  in  England  there  is  no  prohibit 
tory  ftatutc.  1 fnentiohed  ycilerday  one  delegation  this 
moment  cxifting  in  England— a delegation  from  no  lefs  a 
defeription  of  his  Majefty's  fiibjeds  than  the  Proteftant 
Diflenters  in  England,  appointed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  procuring  an  alteration  in  a matter  by  law  eftabliflied  ini 
church  and  ftate — the  repeal  of  the  teft  aCt,  1 beg  to 
remind  gentlemen  of  another  delegation  that  took  place  iri 
London  5 It  was  a delegation  from  that  deicription  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubje^s  which  comprehends  the  manufadluring 
intereft  of  England,  and  was  deputed  to  confidcr  mattef 
that  related  to  the  ftate  of  both  kingdoms — the  commercial 
propofitions.  I beg  leave  to  turn  the  recolle(Stion  of  gen- 
tlemen to  other  conventions  in  England — to  thofe  that  fat 
in  London  in  1780,  confifting  of  a deputation  from  above 
lixteen  counties,  delegating  reprefentatives  for  the  purpofe 
bf  forming  Committees  of  correfpondence,  to  procure  an 
Alteration  in  matters  touching  the  ftate— or  in  other  words 
to  frame  petitions  for  thefe  feveral  counties  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  expences  of  the  government  ; and  further  to 
promote  the  objects  of  thofe  petitions,  among  the  number 
of  thofe  delegates  were  fome  from  the  city  of  London^' 
appointed  by  an  of  the  corporation,  attended  with  a 
refolution,  that  the  Recorder  of  London  fhould  be  afliftant 
to  the  delegation,  a man  of  great  celebrity  and  knowledge! 
both  as  a lawyer  and  a conflitutionalift. 

There  were  other  moft  refpe£lable  names  members  and 
chairmen  of  thefe  committees,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Lord 
Spencer,  Mr.  Fox — the  name  of  Cavendifh,  and  moft  of 
the  whig  intereft  of  England.  The  Duke  of  Rutland  was 
chairman  to  one  of  the  committees.  There  was  our 
Burke  5 there  were  others  ; there  was  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  and  Mr.  Grenville,  1 do  not  £nd  any  pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding  againft  thefe  meetings  as  unlawful  airembiics,  and 
yet  all  thefe  came  within  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  this  bill ; 
they  came  within  the  letter  of  youi-  a£l,  for  they  were 
delegations  from  certain  deferiptions  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
je^ts  to  procure  an  altcttation  in  matter  touching  the  date, 
the  cxpences  of  the  king^s  government  i they  come 
within  the  fpirit,  bccaiife  the  bbjc£l  of  thefe  committees 
Was  to  procure,  as  that  of  the  bill  is  to  prevent^  concert — 
concert  among  the  people^  in  fedreffing  thofe  abufes  in  the 
ftatc,  which  a Houfe  of  Commonsj  as  it  is  now  returned  by 
boroughs,  atid  influenced  by  minifters,  will  not  attend  to, 
except  when  fuch  concert  out  of  doors,  as  happened  in 
counties  in  almoft  all  great  queftloiiS,  and  did  happen  in  the 
cafe  of  thofe  very  committees,  renders  it  neceflary  to  attend 
and  concede.— I have  fhewn  you  the  pradlice  in  England, 
and  that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  in  matter  of  faff  at  leafl 
are  entirely  miftaken.  I think  it  has  been  all-cady  fhewn 
that  they  are  fo  in  matter  of  law,  and  I beg  to  ask  whether 
it  is  rcafonable  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  practice,  fo  general, 
fo  repeated,  and  fo  countenanced,  is  illegal,  and  whether 
fuch  doctrines  as  the  advocates  of  the  bill  have  advanced, 
unfupported  by  ftatutc,  unwarranted  by  adjudication,  and 
in  the  face  of  fuch  a number  of  precedents,  indeed  of 
daily  experience,  and  of  their  own  memorable  example, 
is  law  ? 1 muft  therefore  conclude  this  part  of  my 

anfwer  by  obferving,  that  the  arguments  of  this  bill  do 
not  appear  to  have  the  fupport  either  of  the  law  or  of 

ha. 


As  to  the  expediency,  I beg  to  fpeak  a few  words. 
This  bill  is  laid  to  be  an  expedient  to  reftore  peace  why, 
then,  is  it  a refleflion  ? why  do  the  preamble  and  the 
declaration  pronounce  every  man  who  has  been  a delegate 
— all  the  volunteers,  the  delegates  at  Dungannon,  the 
delegates  of  the  convention,  the  committee  of  the  lawyers 

corps, 
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sorps,  and  tlie  cotps  that  appointed  that  committee — the 
committee  of  the  Catholics,  their  late  convention,  and  all 
the  Catholics  who  appointed  that  committee,  that  is  the 
whole  Catholic  body,  offenders — men  guilty  of  an  unlawful 
aflembly,  and  this  moment  liable  to  be  profecuted  ? — ^For 
fo  much  has^the  bill  in  object,  not  the  peace  of  the  coun> 
try,  but  refle£tion  on  great  bodies,  and  the  gratification  of 
fplcen  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution,  by  voting  falfc 
doctrine  into  law,  and  the  brighteft  paflages  of  your  hiflory 
into  unlawful  aflemblies. 

Gentlemen  have  conceived  tliis  bill  an  expedient  to  queii 
the  infurgents  *,  let  them  read  the  bill.  It  is  not  a riot  a£l  ; 
the  riot  a£t  feemed  forgotten  until  a friend  of  mine  put  it 
into  his  temporary  flatute  bill ; it  does  not  go  againll  riots 
that  are,  but  conventions  that  are  not. — The  title  of  the 
bill  as  firft  brought  in,  was  to  prevent  riots  and  tumults 
arifing  from  conventions  ; but  as  the  bill  had  nothing 
to  fay  to  riots,  and  no  riots  appeared  to  have  arifen 
from  conventions,  fuch  title  was  in  decency  dropped, 
and  the  real  objedl  of  the  bill  profeiTed — an  a4l  agalnit 
conventions. 

The  bill,  therefore,  neither  is,  nor  profefles  to  be  a bill 
againfl  riots ; it  is  only  an  expedient  againfl  conventions, 
and  only  an  expedient  for  peace,  as  far  as  conventions  now 
difturb  it ; Sir,  there  are  none. 

But  gentlemen  fay,  a national  convention  at  Athlone 
was  intended.  Sir,  I do  believe  that  luch  a one  was  intend- 
ed fomc  time  ago,  and  that  now  it  is  not  fo  ; or,  if  now 
intended,  that  it  would  be  trifling  and  contemptible.  But 
if  that  is  the  object  of  the  bill,  direct  the  bill  to  that  object. 
Do  not  extend  the  bill  to  every  delegation  from  any  county, 
city,  town,  diftria,  from  any  defeription  of  any  number  of 
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his  Majefty’s  fubjedls  appointed  to  procure  redrefs  in  anjf 
abufe  relating  to  church  or  hate.  My  objection  to  your  bill 
is,  that  it  is  a trick — making  a fuppofed  national  convention 
at  Athlohe  ih  17931  a pretext  ifor  preventing  delegation  for 
ever. 

I have  already  faid,  that  fuch  a meeting  as  was  invited  to 
ailemble  at  Athlone  fhould  be  withftood.  I know  not  what 
fuch  meeting  would  be,  except  from  the  fummonfes  read  by 
gentlemen  in  this  Hoiifc,  and  fuch  a meeting,  I repeat  it, 
as  would  afTemble  purfuant  to  fuch  fummonfes,  with  fuch  a 
view,  and  under  all  the  circumftances  held  out,  fhould  be 
v^ithflood  ; — for  fuch  a meeting  virould  not  be  an  aflembly 
to  promote  the  reform  of  parliament,  biit  to  put  itfelf  iti 
the  place  of  paflianicnt  : — But  does  it  follow,  therefore, 
that  the  people  fhould  lofe  the  power  of  delegation  for 
ever  ? — I acknowledge  the  people  retain  their  right  to  hold 
fuch  primary  afiembliesj  as  meet  in  the  aggregate  ; but  do 
not  we  know  that  fuch  meetings  have  been  inefficacious — the 
objedt  not  of  ydur  refpedt,  but  of  the  courtiers  fcbrn  and 
ridicule  ; andj  thferefore,  the  peofJle  have  fcforted  to  dele- 
gates who  have  given  to  their  wiffies  concert  and  effedl;  and, 
therefore,  I fear  it  is,  that  a bill  has  been  introduced  when 
parliamentary  reform  is  in  contemplation,  to  prevent  fuch 
delegation,  leaving  to  the  pedple  fuch  popular  meetings 
as  gentlemen  flatter  themfelves  cannot  have  any  popular 
effedt.  I 

My  apprehenfion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  flipipored  me^f- 
ihg  at  Athlone  is  a pretence^  and  that  the  real  objedt  of  this 
bill  is  to  prevent  in  future  atl  popular  effedt  whatfoever, 
particularly  now,  when  reform  has  been  propofed  in  thi^ 
Houfe,  a meafure  offenfive  to  all  men  who  diflike  the  peo- 
ple— offenfive  to  mod  of  thofe  who  diflike  the  Catholics, 
and  dcteftablc  to  thofe  men  who  hate  both.  Does  it  follow^ 

becaufe 


Collectanea  Polltfta.  3? 

becaufc  the  fuppofed  national  convention  at  Athlonc  fhoul4 
be  prevented,  that  all  committees  of  corrcfpondencc  on 
the  fubjedl:  of  redrefs  fhould  be  put  down  for  ever  ? No 
county,  no  city,  no  defcfiption  of  men  can  delegate  a 
few  individuals  to  concert  the  moft  legal  and  effectual  me- 
thod of  procuring  in  an  acknowledged  abufe  a temperate 
Vemedy. 

I am  againft  this  bill,  becaufe  it  is  not  confined  to  the 
fiippoled  convention,  but  is  levelled  againft  all  popular  de-  1 
legation  in  all  time  to  come  ; and  as  I was  againft  the  ex- 
cefles  of  fome  of  the  people  which  (hook  the  principles  of 
government,  fo  am  I now  againft  exceftes  on  the  other  fide, 
which  attack  the  principles  of  liberty.  1 confidcr  the  bill 
as  one  excefs  reforming  another — as  the  violence  of  one 
fide  attacking  ^he  conftitutiou,  a^  that  of  the  other  did  the 
government : It  feems  to  me  to  be  compounded  of  a diflike 
to  the  people  in  general,  and  the  Catholics  in  particular-— 
a concern  at  paft  acquifition,  and  a prefent  apprehenfion  of 
the  reform  of  parliament : it  avails  itfelf  of  the  prefent  panic 
to  abridge  popular  rights,  aud  it  finds  fupport  in  fanguine 
but  weak  minds,  who  know^here  is  a difeafe,  but  have  not 
fenfe  enough  to  djfcover  the.  remedy,  and  think  that  a con- 
vention bill  is  to  reftorc  us  all  to  peace  ; who  think,  that 
in  time  of  local  difturbance,  the  remedy  is  a bill,  not  a- 
gainft  the  particular  difturbance,  but  againft  liberty  and  the 
people. 

I mu  ft  repeat  my  convi<ftjon  againft  this  bill,  and  beg  to. 
refort  to  the  memories  of  gentlemen  wherein  to  depofit  my 
entire  difapprobation  of  this  meafure. 

Major  Doyle,  in  a fpeech  of  much  conciliation,  exprefled 
his  regret  that  any  meafure  fhould  be  brought  forward  at 
this  time,  which  was  likely  to  create  a difference  of  opini- 
on 5 — for  jfurely  nothing  could  tend  more  to  the  public  tram. 

quillity. 
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quiliity,  and  of  courfe  to  the  fecurity  of  Government,  thav 
that  the  feflion  Oiould  have  clofed  with  the  moft  perfect  un?, 
nimity;  and  the  people  be  imprelTed  with  the  idea,  that  ilie 
mcafarcs  of  Government  were  fuch  as  met  the  approbatiou 
of  thofe  who  did  not  ufually  concur  with  the  minider.  H : 
faid,  it  had  been  candidly  admitted  from  the  treaiurv  bench 
that  oppofitipn,  as  it  was  generally  called  ha  i fhen  n, 
during  the  feffion,  every  wiih  to  ftrcnglhen  and  fuppcrt  the 
Government  of  the  country,  in  the  prefervurion  of  the 
public  peace. — He  would  fay  for  himfeif,  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  aid,  that  they  would  be  alwavj 
found  ready  to  give  every  ftrength  to  the  executive  Go 
vemment,  that  did  not  trench  upon  the  juft  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people. 

With  refpe^  to  the  bill,  he  faid,- if  it  were  fp  diftincHy 
defined  as  to  attach  folely  to  the  objeff  it  profefted  to,  meet,, 
namely,  the  national  convention  at  Athlone,  it  lliould  havs, 
his  decided  approbation. — But,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  he 
thought  it  too  loofe  and  undefined,  and  likely  (without 
Ibme  modification)  to  raife  doubts  and  fears  in  the  minds 
of  the  moft  peaceable  and  well-difpofed  fubjedls.  The  bill 
muft  have  reference  either  to  the  Catholic  convention, 
which  is  pad — the  riots  and  tumults  which  at  prefent  exift 
— or  to  the  national  convention  to  meet  hereafter. 

4 

With  refpcdl  to  the  firft  (the  Catholic  Convention)  I re= 
gret,  faid  he,  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  introduced 
into  the  debate.  By  afiliming  that  that  afTembly  is  the 
fource  of  this  meafure,  what  objc<ft  can  you  prepofe  to  your- 
felves  ? Do  you  mean  by  innuendo  to  cenfure  the  benignity 
which  has  flowed  from  the  throne,  at  the  prayer  of  that 
very  convention,  which  the  bill  by  implication  ftigmatizes  ? 
^Will  you,  by  a fentcncc  grounded  upon  novel  and  ex  pojt 
faBo  declarations  of  law,  condemn  an  alTembly  whofe  pro- 
ceedings^ 
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cecdings  you  have  already  fo  far  approved,  that  you  have^ 
admitted  their  prayer,  and  ratified  its  juftice,  by  the  im- 
munities which  you  in  confequence  befiowed,  and  obferve, 
that  this  fentence  is  palTed  againft  an  alTembly  no  longer 
exifting,  for  it  fpontanepufly  dilTolved  itfelf  ? Now,  Sir, 
it  either  was,  or  it  was  not,  illegal;  if  it  were  illegal, 
parliament  was  the  caufe  of  the  illegality,  you  drove  the 
Catholics  to  a convention,  you  refufed  their  original  petiti- 
on, afligned  as  the  reafon,  that  the  framers  of  it  affedled 
to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  body,  without 
having  been  duly  deputed.? 

To  obviate  your  objeflion,  they  h;^d  recourfe  to  fyftcma- 
tic  delegation,  and  thus  formed  the  convention  ; but  if  it 
were  illegal'  you  fhould  have  punilhcd  it  ; do  you  do  fo  ? 
No  ; you  rewarded  it,  by  attending  to  its  prayer.  If  thus 
you  legalize  it,  how  can  the  neceflity  for  the  prefent  bill  be 
juftified  by  a reference  to  the  illegality  of  that  meeting  ? 
No,  Sir,  as  to  the  prefent  tumults,  no  man  can  more  de- 
plore them.  I lament  exceedingly  the  fate  of  thofe  delud- 
ed people  who  have  fallen  vidlims  to  the  juft  vengeance 
of  the  laws.  But  why  fearch  for  diftant  reafons  when  an 
obvious  one  prefents  itfelf. — A new  experiment  has  been 
tried,  in  the  formation  of  a national  militia.  Certainly 
there  can  be  no  more  conftitutional  force ; but  unfortu- 
nately the  ignorant  peafantry  have  not  had  time  to  know 
its  value  ; and  as  ignopnee  is  always  fufpicious,  they  view 
that  eftablifhment  as  an  objeft  of  terror,  which  upon  ex- 
perience they  will  find  their  beft  fecurity.  ^ I feel  the  more 
juftified  in  attributing  the  prefent  difgraceful  tumults  to 
the  mifconception  of  the  people  On  this  fubjefl  rather  than 
to  politics  or  religion,  when  { refle£l:  the  very  fame  eftefVs 
were  produced  by  the  introdudlion  of  the  militia  aft  in  Eng- 
land,' many  lives  were  loft  on  that  occafion,  and  feveral 
counties  in  that  kingdom  were  for  many  years  without 

carrying 
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carrying  the  a£t  into  efFetfi:,  until  the  people  faw  the  goo4 
confequences  of  the  militia,  and  of  their  own  accord  came 
into  the  mcalure  ; it  will  be  fo  in  this  country  if  you  give  it 
time.  B?  the  caufe  of  the  riots  what  it  may,  they  muft 
certainly  be  reiifted  by  the  energy  of  the  Government,  but 
furely  (if  poihble)  it  is  better  to  prevent  than  punifh,  and  to 
counteraff  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  feditions,  by  ex- 
plaining to  the  people  the  advantages  of  the  fyftem  they 
had  been  taught  to  dread. 

It  has,  I fear,  been  mifehievoufly  infinuated  amongd 
the  peafantry,  that  they  are  liable  to  be  fent  on  foreign  fer- 
vice.  Their  fufpicions  on  that  fubjedl  have  been  confider- 
ably  cncreafed  by  the  recolleflion  of  a circumftance  which 
every  man  muft  remember.  A regiment  was  raifed  by  a 
gentleman  of  another  country,  under  the  idea  of  ferving 
within  the  realm  ; from  being  clad  in  green,  they  were,  by 
the  people,  called  the  Green  Linnets.  Thefe  men  were  af- 
fembled  without  arms,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  infpe£l- 
ing  their  necelTaries,  when  they  were  immediately  fur- 
rounded  by  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  of  ca- 
valry, and  marched  like  convi£ls  on  board  a fhip  for 
the  Weft  Indies,  from  whence  few,  if  any,  ever  rcn 
turned. 

A procedure  fq  infamous,  as  to  damn  any  government, 
in  even  the  moft  uncivilized  country  ; — the  impreffion  is 
ftill  frefli  upon  the  public  mind.  I have  obferved,  within  a 
few  days  paft,  a circumftance  which  I am  confident  muft  be 
unknown  to  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  but  which 
might  be  uled  by  ill-difpofed  perfons  to  keep  up  their  fuf* 
picions  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people. 

Sir,  I have  feen  with  much  furprife,  and  indeed  indig- 
nation, a number  of  hackney  coaches,  furrounded  by 
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guards  with  fixed  bayonets,  conveying  a number  of  perfons 
to  the  water-fidc.  I really  conceived  that  they  had  beea 
convidts,  and  their  deflination  Botany  Bay  ; but  upon  en- 
quiry, I was  gravely  told,  that  they  were  volunteers  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice.  Sir,  I mention  this  circumftance,  and  I 
dwell  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  militia,  becaufc  I am  anxious 
that  the  unfortunate  deluded  people  fhould  be  undeceived, 
and  no  longer  fubjedt  to  the  danger  refulting  from  oppof- 
ing  the  laws  ; and  as  I am  certain  that  the  difcuflion  upoa 
this  fubjedt  will  be  dllTeminated  throughout  the  country,  I 
wilh  to  tell  the  people,  whofe  Interelt  I have  fo  much  at 
heart,  that  every  man  who  hears  me  knows,  “ that  no 
militia  man  can  by  law,  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  ; and 
that  any  thing  they  may  hear  to  the  contrary  is  intended  to 
decide  and  to  abufe  them.  So  that  this  bill  can  no  more 
have’refcrcncc  to  the  prefent  riots  than  to  the  Catholic 
convention,  unlefs  indeed  we  adopt  the  curious  anachro- 
nifm,  that  the  riots  in  June  and  July  are  occafioned 
by  a convention  that  'may  or  may  not  meet  in  Septem- 
ber. / ‘ 

And  now.  Sir,  as  fo  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  that  con- 
vention. If  its  objedl  is  folcly  declaratory,  no  additional 
ftrength  is  given  to  Government  by  the  bill,  and  this  ob- 
jection attends  it,  that  it  is  harfh  and  irritating  at  a moment 
which  peculiarly  demands  conciliatory  condudl.  If  it  be 
then  unwife  to  promulgate  at  this  juncture  fuch  a bill  a- 
gainit  pradtices  really  culpable,  will  you  juftify  it  by  faying, 
that  its  purview  will  reach  mifdemeanours  which  no  ftatute 
has  hitherto  defined,  and  which  this  bill  does  not  pretend 
to  deferibe  ? — Have  you  afeertained  to  yourfclvcs  cxadtly 
your  own  objedt  in  this  bill  ? Have  you  calculated  its  real 
efficiency,  even  as  to  the  point  you  may  diltindtly  have  in 
view  ? . Do  you  mean  that  it  fhould  take  away  the  capacity 
of  feeling  grievances,  or  prevent  communications  of  any  fort 
VoL.  III.  D on 
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on  political  ■ oppreflions  ? Sir,  all  that  fuch  a bill 
perform  would  be  to  eftablifh  that  caution  which  woull 
render  diflatisfaclion  dangerous. 

Whilft  popular  mifconcepticn  has  a tongue,  it  gives  you* 
warning,  and  allows  room  for  prudence  to  apply  a lenitive 
or  to  prepare  coercion.  If  coercion  be  unhappily  requilite 
— if  you  conftrain  difcontents  to  be  only  in  fecret,  difcuflioa 
will  become  confpiracy,  and  attempts  at  redrefs  will  dege- 
nerate into  hoftile  proje£ts,  fanguinary  in  proportion  to  the 
danger  hazarded  in  their  formation.  By  the  vague  word- 
ing of  this  bill,  a novel  principle  feems  to  be  introduced  in-* 
to  the  jurifprudence  of  this  country^  namely,  that  the 
animc  is  no  longer  to  be  a qucftion  material  in  the  trial  of 
an  indidlmenti 

In  all  a6ls  punilhablc  by  the  flatute  book,  the  Malus 
Animus  is  an  ingredient  indifpenfable  to  conftitute  offence. 
A man  meeting  another  in  the  ftreet,  without  provocation 
kills  him  ; here  the  malice  prcpenfe  is  juftly  inferred^ 
bccaufe  the  ad  could  not  fpring  from  any  other  motive  ; 
dill  it  is  malice  that  determines  between  fuCh  a cafe,  and 
one  that  would  be  deemed  juftifiable  homicide.  Now, 
Sir,  will  any  man  affume  an  analogy  between  the  obvious 
motive  in  luch  cafes  of  criminality,  and  the  multifarious 
confiderations  which  may  inftigatc  free  citizens  to  con- 
fultation  on  their  political  circumftances,  Sir,  if  we  plume 
ourfelvcs  on  being  really  rcprefencatives  of  the  people,  th^ 
very  nature  of  conftituency  implies  a right  in  thofe  who  de- 
legate, to  weigh  the  condud  of  the  perfons  whom  they  have 
delegated.  Will  you  forbid  affemblies  for  this  purpofe  f 
1 fee  no  exception  for  this  cafe  in  the  bill,  all  left  loofc  to 
be  conilrued  according  to  the  paffion  or  the  intereft  of  the 
hour,  without  the  wholefome  comment  of  the  jury ; 
twelve  men,  indeed,  may  be  required  to  find  the  fad  of  a 
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perfon’s  having  been  prefent  at  an  alTembly,  but  when 
they  have  found  it,  a judgment  very  different  from  their’s 
will  have  to  decide,  whether  fuch  was  the  fpecies  of 
affcmbly  which  the  legiflature  meant  to  interdidt  and. 
ehaftife; 

It  is  therefore  that  1 wifh  that  the  meafure  fliould  not 
extend  beyond  its  propofed  objedt,  the  threatened  con* 
vention  at  Athlone.  Conventions,  even  the  moft  innocent, 
fhould  be  rarely  reforted  to  ; they  may  be  good  remedies, 
but  they  would  be  defperate  'bad  diet.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  queftion  fhould  be  argued  principally  upon  its  expedi- 
ency, and  I cannot  conceive  that  Adminiftration  may  do 
well  to  wink  at  a meafure  at  one  period,  which  at  another 
may  be  wife  to  attend  to.  The  great  fuperintending  power 
of  Government  ought  not  to  interfere  but  upon  fubjedts  of 
importance* 

Kec  Deus  inUrftty  nift  dtgnus  vlndke  mdusP 

In  the  Catholic  convention  their  objedt  was  fo  explicit, 

, fo  diftindt,  and  fo  upheld  by  juftice,  that  no  man  had  to 
fear  the  fubvcrfion  of  fociety  from  cither  the  meditated  or 
accidental  refult  of  their  proceedings. — But,  Sir,  what 
is  the  profeffed  purpofe  of  this  intended  convention  ? Is  it 
not  that  it  fhould  take  cffential  government  into  its  own 
hands  \ Judge  of  the  temper  and  equity  with  which  it 
would  adminiftcr  fo  formidable  a fway.  Your  property 
might  be  the  firft  vidlim  to  it,  but  the  liberty  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  inevitably  loft.  I hope,  therefore,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  will  fo  model  and  guard  the  bill,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  concur  with  him  in  refifting  fedition 
or  rebellion,  fhould  it  dare  to  fhew  itfelf,  protedling  at  the 
fame  time,  as  we  arc  bound  to  do,  the  juft  and  unalienable 
privileges  of  a free  and  loyal  people. 

C 2 
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Mr.  Curran  maintained  the  legality  of  reprefcntativft 
affemblies,  when  appointed  for  purpofes  different  from  le- 
giflation. — The  people,  when  they  returned  a rcprclenta- 
cive  to  parliament  did  not  part  with  all  their  powers,  and 
they  had  a right  to  appoint  delegates  for  the  exercife  of 
thofe  which  they  retained.  {Mr.  Marcus  Beresford,  in 
,the  courfe  of  his  fpecch^  had  been  particularly  fevcrc  on  the 
laft  Dungannon  meeting,  for  having  exprclTed  a diiappro^ 
bation  of  the  French  war,  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfc  of  the 
Houfe  :)  he  alluded  to  this^ — inflanccd  this  very  right  of 
giving  an  opinion  on  parliamentary  meafures,  as  one  which 
the  people  were  jufiified  in  exercifing  by  delegation.  He 
combated  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  ; fhewed  that 
it  was  only  through  etiquette  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  not  receive  a petition  from  any  affcmbly  afting  by 
delegation,  becanfe  in  the  inftances  which  had  been  men-, 
tioned  of  the  petitions  from  the  Englifh  counties,  in  the 
year  17&1,  it  was  notorious  that  the  committee  which  had 
brought  them  before  parliament,  was  a delegated  repre- 
fentative  affembly  : nay,  the  circumflance  had  been  cx- 
prefsly  hated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  a reafon  for  re- 
fufing  to  receive  the  petition,  and  had  been  determined  aa 
infuaicient  one. 

If  the  people  had  a right  to  petition,  as  was  allowed  ob 
all  hands,  they  alio  muff  have  a right  to  do  fo  in  the  mofl 
convenient  manner,  which  was  evidently  by  delegation. 
Why  was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  defied  ? — Why  did  not 
the  people  affemblc  in  p/entp  comitatu  and  exercife  their 
rights  themfelves  as  a third  eftate  } — Becaufc  fuch  a pro- 
ceeding muft  be  attended  with  a violation  of  good  order, 
and  muft  be  produdfive  of  tumult  — If  on  a matter  of  gene- 
ral cc  ncern,  the  people,  exercifing  their  undoubted  right 
fliculd  meet  at  large  in  their  refpedfive  towns  and  counties 
to  petition,  would  not  the  fame  inconvenience  follow .? — 

Could 
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Could  it  be  criminal  then  for  the  people  to  govern  them- 
klves  in  this  inhance  by  the  fame  principle  as  in  cxerciling 
their  legiflativc  function  ? — Certainly  not.  He  then  rei- 
foned  from  the  danger  and  impolicy  of  this  meafure  at  this 
particular  crifis. — He  recommended  to  the  Houfc  to  confi- 
der  whether  reftraint  impofed  on  an  unqueftionable  right, 
would  not  prompt  the  people  to  cxcrcife  that  right  through 
oppofition,  and  if  it  fhould  have  that  efFefl:,  in  what  iitua- 
tion  would  the  Houfc  find  itfelf  with  no  of  its  rnembers 
placed  and  pepfioned  ? ' 

The  committee  went  through  the  bill,  and  the  Houfc 
ordered  the  report  to  be  prefented  the  Allowing  day. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  faid,  if  the  bill  only  went  t© 
prevent  reprefentative  bodies  from  afluming  funflions 
peculiar  to  parliament,  he  lliould  not  have  objcflcd  ; but 
if  any  attack  fhould  in  future  be  made  on  the  liberty  of  the 
people  by  any  future  government,  they  were  deprived  by 
this  bill  of  all  means  of  refifting  it,  but  by  an  appeal  to 
arms.  - ' • 

The  bill  having' been  read  a third  time,  was  pafTcd, 

The  following  bills  amongh  others  were  pafTed  during 
this  leflion. 

1.  An  a61:  for  the  advancement  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, by  granting  the  fums  therein  mentioned  for  the  fup- 
port  of  commercial  credit. 

2.  An  a£l:  more  cfFeftnally  to  prevent,  during  the  prefent 
war,  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  all  traitorous 
corrcfpondeiicc  with  or  aid  or  affiftance  being  given  to  his 
Majefty’s  enemies. 

3.  An  aa  for  revcfllng  in  his  Majefty  the  eftates  foi% 
feited  in  1688,  yet  remaining  unfold. 
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4.  An  a£l  for  the  trial  of  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
King’s  dominions. 

5.  An  a£l  to  remove  doubts  rcfpe£llng  the  fundlions  of 
juries  in  cafes  of  libel. 

6.  An  to  prevent  the  eleflion  or  appointment  of  un- 

lawful aflemblics,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or  prefenting 
public  petitions,  or  other  addrefies,  to  his  Majefty  or  the 
Parliament.  v 

7.  An  a£l: V for  fecuring  the  freedom  and  Independency 
©f  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  excluding  therefrom 
perfons  holding  any  offices  under  the  Crown,  to  be  here- 
after created,  or  holding  certain  offices  therein  enumerat- 
ed, or  penfions  for  terms  of  years  or  during  his  Majefty’s 
plcafure. 

8.  An  act  for  regulating  the  trade  of  Ireland  to  and  fror^ 
the  Eaft  Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and  provifions* 
for  a time  therein  mentioned. 

On  the  i^th  of  Auguft,  i793»  Excellency  clofed  th^ 
fbffion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

‘‘  The  wifdom  and  firmnefs  that  have  diftinguiffied  your 
condudl  during  the  prefent  feffion,  and  the  attention  you 
have  afforded  to  the  many  important  obje£ts  of  your 
deliberations,  demand  my  fincere  acknowledgements,  and 
enable  me  to  relieve  you  from  farther  attendance  in  parlia- 
ment. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

**  I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  thank  you  for  the 
iberai  fupply  you  have  voted  for  the  public  fervice,  and  for 

ike 
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liiKt.  honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  government.  You 
uaay  rely  upon  their  faithful  application. 

My  Lords  and  G^ntlemen^ 

« The  wifdom  and  liberality  with  which  you  attended  to 
his  Majefty’s  recommendation,,  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  fubjedls,  are  highly  pleafing  to  the  King.  You 
inuft  be  fully  fenfible  of  his  Majefty’s  gracious  condefeen- 
tion  in  committing  to  your  judgment  the  application  of  the 
hereditary  revenue  5 and  I am  ordered  by  his  Majefty 
to  fignify  his  approbation  of  the  provifions  which  have  been 
made  for  the  fupport  of  his  civil  Government,  and  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  Crown  ; and  to  exprefs  his 
confidence  that  your  liberal  conceffions  to  the  Roman 
Qatholics,  and  the  meafures.  for  the  regulation  of  the 
public  expenditure,  and  for  the  limitation  of  offices,  and 
penfions,  to  which  his  Majefty  has.been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  confent,  with  a view  to  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
will  cernent  a general  union  of  fentiment  among  all  daffies 
^f  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  in  fupport  of  the  eftablifhed  con?- 
ftitution. 

His  Majefty  has  feen  with  real  fatlsfadion  that  friendly 
difpofition  which  has  been  manifefted  by  the  parliaments 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  ftrengthening  the  con- 
nexion ofithe  two  kirrgdoms  by  mutual  aXs  of  conceffion. 
l am  authorifed  to  acquaint  you,  that  an  aX  has  paffied  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  permit  goods  of  Afia,  Africa  or  Ameri- 
ca, legally  imported  into  Ireland,  to  be  imported  from 
thence  into  Great  Britain.  This  is  a fignal  proof  of  her 
attention  to  your  interefts  ; whilft  the  confirmation  of  the 
charter  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  by  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  difplays  on  your  part  a cordial  zeal  for  the  fupport 
©f  Great  Britain,  and  a judicious  conlideration  of  the  great 
and  efficntial  interefts  of  the  empire. 


I ap» 
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I am  to  make  my  acknowledgments  for  the  many 
falutary  laws  you  have  enabled  to  ftrengthen  the  execu- 
tive government,  which  will  materially  tend  to  defeat  the 
defigns  of  the  enemies  to  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  this 
kingdom. 

\ 

The  apprchenfions  of  embarrafTments,  which  for  a 
time  hung  over  commercial  tranfa^lions,  were  to  me  & 
fubjc£l:  of  the  utmoft  anxiety  ; and  I am  to  return  you  my 
thanks  for  fanflioning  thofe  mcafures  which  I took  in 
fupport  of  credit,  and  which,  I truft,  have  had  the  happieft 
effect  in  preventing  the  ill  confcquences  of  fuch  appre*? 
henfions. 

“ The  fpirit  of  difeontent  which  prevailed  amongfl  the 
lower  claflcs  of  the  people  at  the  beginning  of  the  fcflion, 
has  fince  burft  into  a£ts  of  riot  and  infurrecSlion;  and  I have 
been  under  the  painful  neccflity  of  employing  his  Majcfty*s 
forces,  whofe  ftcadinefs  and  good  condudl  have  on  all  oc- 
cafions  been  manifefted,  and  by  whofe  exertions  the  civil 
magiftrales  have  been  enabled,  in  a great  mcafurc,  to  ref- 
tore  the  general  tranquillity. 

Under  all  the  circumvtances  of  the  country,  I thought 
it  proper  to  call  forth  a very  confiderable  portion  of  the 
militia  of  this  kingdom.  I am  to  exprefs  his  Majefty’s 
approbation  of  a meafure  which  affords  at  prefent  material 
affiftance,  and  lays  the  foundation  of  a permanent  confti- 
tutional  force,  that  has  been  found  by  experience  in  Great 
Britain  of  great  refourcc  in  public  emergencies. 

“ Kis  Majefty  feels  with  the  greateft  concern  the  cx- 
pcnce  brought  upon  his  people  by  domeftic  difturbances, 
added  to  the  confequenccs  of  a foreign  war,  into  which  we 
have  been  forced  by  the  wanton  and  unprovoked  aggreflion 
ef  France  5 but  you  will  reflect  that  you  arc  eput^nding  for 

the 
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the  prefcrTatlon  of  your  property,  and  for  th®  fecHrity  of 
your  happy  conditution. 

The  fucccfTcs  with  which  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine 
Providence  to  blcfs  the  arms  of  his  Majefty  and  his  allies, 
afford  the  beft  profpedl  of  a happy  iffue  to  this  important 
conteft  ; and  it  is  his  Majefty’s  carneft  hope  that  a continu- 
ance of  vigorous  cxerti'ons  will  finally  obtain  a fecure  and 
lafting  peace. 

“ I have  entire  confidence  that  in  your  refped^ire  coun- 
ties, you  will  exert  your  utmoft  mfluence  in  maintaining 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  in  carrying  the  laws  into  full 
execution.  You  may  be  affured  that  I lhall  on  all  occafions 
take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  mcafurcs,  in  the  cxercife 
of  thofe  powers  with  which  I am  invefted,  for  the  rcprclffT 
on  of  outrage  and  tumult,  and  the  protection  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeCts/^ 

After  which,  the  Parliament  was  prorogued  to  Wedflef- 
day  the  25th  day  of  September  next. 


Chap- 
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Sejpon  1794 — Lord  Lieutenant sf pee ch  on  opening  the fej^fi on 
• — regulations  prepofed  refpeEling  commerce — parliamentary 
■ ref  irm — bill  introduced  by  PV,  B.  Ponfonby^  Efq* — -Jpeeches 
of  Sir  Langriffjy  Mr,  Grattan  and  others — motion  to 
pojipone  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill — carried^ — Lord 
Lieutenant s Jfeech  on  clofing  the  fejjion, 

JL  H E fitting  of  parliament  again  commenced  on  Tuef?* 
day,  January  21,  1794,  when  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  made  the  f9Uowing  fpecch  to  both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen y 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  meet  you  in  parliar 
ment.- 

You  muft  have  felt,  with  the  highefl:  fatisfaflion,  that 
fey  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty’s  arms  and  thofe  of  his  allies, 
the  hopes  of  France,  in  their  unprovoked  declaration  of 
war,  to  impair  the  ftability  or  fhake  the  conftitutlon  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  have  been  utterly  difappointed,  . 

**  The  forces  of  his  Majefty  and  his  allies  are  in  pofteffi- 
on  of  many  important  fortrefles  which  belonged  to  the 
French,  and  many  of  their  oppreflive  and  unjuft  conquefts 
have  been  wrefted  from  them  ; and  while  the  trade  of  the 
jempire  has  been  generally  protected,  the  rcfources  which 
our  enemies  derived  from  their  wealthy  fettlemcnts  and  ex- 
tenfive  commerce  have  been  almofi:  entirely  cut  off.  - 
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1 have  the  fatisfa£lion  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  fpirit 
of  infurre£lion  which  was  for  fome  time  prevalent  among 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  is  in  general  fupprelTed, 
No  exertion  fliall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring  them  to 
a due  fenle  of  order  and  fubordination,  and  to  prevent  and 
punilh  the  machinations  of  thofe  who  may  aim  to  feduce 
them  from  their  accuftomed  loyalty  into  adls  of  fedition  and 
outrage. 

The  law  for  rendering  a militia  in  this  kingdom  effec- 
fual  has  been  carried  fuccefsfully  into  execution  ; and  I am 
happy  to  find  that  the  people  are  at  length  fully  reconciled  to 
this  inf  itutioHy  which  has  already  been  attended  by  the  moft 
beneficial  confequences,  in  producing  internal  tranquillity, 
and  contributing  to  the  general  ftrength  and  force  of  the 
empire. 

V I am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majefty  has 
appointed  a commifiion,  under  the  great  feal,  to  execute 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  this  kingdom,  in  order 
that  the  payment  of  the  civil  lift  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and 
a regular  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to  diftinft  fervices, 
may  be  carried  into  execution  in  a manner  as  conformable 
to  the  praflice  of  Great  Britain  as  the  relative  fituation  of 
this  kingdom  will  permit. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

I have  ordered  the  national  accounts  to  be  laid  before 
you,  as  well  as  efti mates  for  the  fervicc  of  the  enfuing  year. 
It  is  painful  to  me  to  obferve  that  the  exigencies  of  the  times 
will  require  a large  fupply  and  additional  refources  ; but 
when  you  confider  that  this  is  a war  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
and  that  you  are  contending  for  your  liberty,  property  and 
religion,  I doubt  not  that  you  will  chearfully  contribute  to 
fupport  the  honour  of  his  Majefty’s  crown,  and  the  eflential  ^ 
mterefts  of  the  kingdom. 
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• M.y  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  agriculture,  the  manufacflurcs,  and  particularly 
the  linen  manufacture  of  Ireland,  the  Proteftant  chartej^ 
fchools,  and  various  other  inhitutions  of  public  utility,  have 
fo  conflantly  received  the  benefit  of  your  care  and  liberality, 
that  I need  not  particularly  at  this  time,  inculcate  their  im- 
portance. 

His  Majefty  has  the  fullcft  reliance  - upon  the  loyalty 
and  attachment  of  his  people  of  Ireland  : You  are  now,  by 
the  unjuft  aggrefiion  of  France,  involved  in  a conteft  for 
your  religion^  for  your  conjiitutisn,  and  for  the  prefervation  of 
every  principle  which  upholds  jocial  orders  or  gives  fccurity 
to  your  perfon  or  properties..  In  fuch  a caufe,  his  Majcfty 
has  no  doubt  of  being  cordially  fupported  by  the  efforts  of  all 
his  fubjeefts,  in  refifting  the  defperate  defigns  of  men  who 
are  endeavouring  to  eyeeft  their  own  power  and  dominion 
on  the  ruins  of  law  tnil  order,  and  to  involve  every 
government  of  Europe  in  a general  fccnce  of  confufton  and 
anarchy. 

His  Majefty^s  objc£t  is  peace,  and  he  will  exert  himfelf, 
in  conjiindtion  with  his  allies,  whenever  an  occafion  fhall 
prefent  itfelf,  for  obtaining  this  defirable  end,  without 
furrendering  the  honour  of  his  crown,  or  facrificing  the 
prefent  or  future  fecurity  of  his  people  and  of  the  reft  of 
Europe. 

You  may  depend  upon  my  faithful  reprefentations  of 
your  fer vices  to  his  Majefty,  and  I will  zealoufly  co-ope- 
rate with  your  exertions  for  the  welfare  and  profperity  of 
Ireland.’’ 

There  were  but  two  fubjeffs  of  general  importance  which 
leem  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  this  feffion — One  re- 
lated to  our  commercial  interefts — the  other  was,  as  ufual, 
a parliamentary  reform. 
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As  to  the  firft  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  20  February,  after 
fome  preliminary  obfervations  refpe£ling  the  cuftoms  pay- 
able on  Irifh  manufacfliires  when  imported  into  England, 
and  on  Britifh  manufadlures  when  imported  into  Ireland, 
moved  to  rcfolvc,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
both  kingdoms,  if  Irifli  naanufadures  fhould  be  admifhble 
into  Britain  according  to  the  tariff  fettled  in  Ireland,  for 
duties  payable  on  the  importation  of  Englifh  commodities* 

, He  faid,  it  was  his  firft  idea  to  have  moved  an  addrefs  to 
the  Crown  for  this  purpofe,  but  it  would  be  more  refpecft- 
ful  to  the  Honfe  to  bring  it  on  in  the  prelent  form. 

Mr.  Sec.  Douglas  paid  many  compliments  to  the  abili- 
ties and  patriotifm  of  Mr.  Grattan,  but  was  too  recent  an 
inhabitant  of  this  kingdom  to  have  acquired  fuch  a know- 
ledge of  its  commerce,  to  be  able  to  debate  a motion  of 
fuch  importance  j befide,  he  thought  the  prefent  time  ra- 
ther unfit  to  agitate  a matter  that  might  tend  to  irritate, 
and  by  the  paft  condueft  of  Great  Britain  it  appeared,  that 
Ihc  was  cordially  affeefted  to  Ireland,  affd  might  of  hcrfelf 
do  every  thing  that  this  motion  required. — For  thefe  rea- 
fons,  he  moved  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expreffed  his  hearty 
acquiefcence  with  the  principle  of  the  motion,  which  feem- 
cd  to  be  admitted  unanimoufly  by  the  whole  Houfe.  He 
inftanced,  as  a proof  of  the  good-will  of  Great  Britain, 
the  conftrueftion  of  the  navigation  aft,  according  to  the 
wiflics  of  Ireland  ; he  agreed  with  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Duquery  faid.  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  who  had 
propofed  the  refolution  had  brought  it  forward  with  that 
temperance,  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  be- 
coming the  reprefentative  of  the  firft  city  in  the  kingdom. 
^The  right  hon,  member  was  one  who  deferved  the  gratitude 

of 
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6f  the  country,  and  he  was  fure  no  idle  compliment  ffons 
cither  one  fide  of  the  Houie  or  the  other  would  make  him 
fwerve  from  his  duty.  But  he  profelTed  himfelf  aftonifhed 
at  the  conduct  of  a right  hon.  gentleman  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  bench  [Sec.  Douglas]  in  moving  the  previous 
queflion,  on  a propofitioh  for  opening  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  manufacture  of  Ireland.  He  was  fOrry  it  did 
liot  occur  to  the  noble  lor'd  who  preceded  him  in  office, 
to  move  the  previous  queftidn  on  the  India  bill.  He  was 
fure  none  of  the  members  wffio  attended  the  debate  on  that 
bill,  could  forget  the  expreflions  of  the  noble  lord,  theri 
oftenfible  minifter — that  if  the  houfe  confented  to  the  aCt 
like  men  of  honour,  and  like  Iriftimen,  he  was  fure  Britifh 
magnanimity  would  not  hefitate  to  concede  equality  of 
commerce.  He  recolIeCIed  well  the  noble  lord  faid,  that 
he  could  not  deliver  the  fentiments  of  the  Britifh  cabinet 
on  the  fubjeCf,  but  if,  in  our  conceffion  of  the  India  trade, 
nothing  of  a petty  bargain  fhould  appear,  he  was  fure  every 
reafonable  requefi:  of  Ireland  would  be  acceded  to  by  Great 
Britain.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  has  fucceeded 
him,  now  tells  the  Houfe,  the  queftion  has  become  irritat- 
ing in  the  filler  country ; Great  Britain,  however,  was 
not  irritated  when  we  furrendered  up  to  her  the  India 
trade. 

Will  any  man  tell  that  Houfe,  that  Great  Britain  is  of  fo 
haughty  a charaCler,  that  fhe  muft  be  fawned  upon,  and 
courted  to  do  juftice  ? — He  did  not  blame,  he  faid,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  moving  the  queflion  of  adjourn- 
ment.— From  his  manner,  he  feemed  to  do  it  with  regret 
and  concern.  He  confidered  him  only  as  the  commiffioner 
of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  in  whofc  councils  he  did  not  fhare, 
and  who  is  only  to  execute  their  orders  as  dircCled.  It 
would  be  therefore  unjuft  to  attach  any  blame  to  him.  If 
ilie  Houfe  fhould  accede  to  the  refolution,  we  would  not 

thereby 
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liie'rehy  get  the  Britifh  tariff: — it  miift  be  confidered  fir^ 
fey  the  parliament  of  England  ; and  if  it  appeared  improper 
to  them,  they  would  flop  it  in  limine.  In  voting  for  the 
rcfolution,  the  Houfe  would  give  to  the  Britifh  parliament 
an  opportunity  of  difcuffing  the  queftiori,  and  of  cxpofing 
that  commercial  folly,  which  it  was  faid  cxiftcd.  He 
thought,  therefore,  they  ought  not  adjourn  the  queftion, 
until  a comprehenlion  of  mind  was  reftored  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

He  did  not  doubt,  he  faid,  but  Great  Britain  had  a re-^ 
gard  for  Ireland  : fhe  ought  to  have  it.  If  llie  had  been 
formerly  impreffed  with  the  fame  fentiments,  fhe  would  at 
the  prefent  day  be  the  moft  powerful  empire  on  earth.  At 
that  inaufpicious  period,  when  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland 
was  furrendered  to  Britifh  monopoly,  there  were  but  34 
gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  to  come  forward  in  behalf  of  their 
country:  and  if  the  Houfe  fhould  this  night  vote  for  the 
queflion  of  adjournment,  he  did  not  think  they  would  be 
much  better.  He  could  not  help  imprelling  on  the  mind  of 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  the  injuftice  of  admitting  France 
to  commercial  advantages  from  which  Ireland  is  excluded. 
To  give,  he  faid,  an  idea  of  the  commercial  difadvantages 
under  which  Ireland  labours,  in  her  intercourfe  with  Eng- 
land, it  might  not  be  unneceffary  to  ftate  a few  items  from 
the  tariffs  of  both  countries,  How  then  Band  the  tariffs  on 
woollen  cloths,  or  what  is  called  old  drapery  ? — In  Great 
Britain,  there  is  an  import  duty  of  2/.  oj-.  6d.  per  yard  on 
Irifh  woollens  ; while  the  duty  on  Englilh  woollens  import- 
ed into  Ireland,  amounts  to  no  more  than  50^/.  per  yard  I 

On  woollen  fluffs  and  mixed  goods,  or  what  is  called  new 
drapery,  the  fame  fyftem  of  hoftility  to  the  manufactures  of 
Ireland  has  been  followed  by  the'  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  import  duty  from  Ireland  into  England  is  6x. 
per  yard  ; and  from  Great  Britain  here,  only  idh.  Cotton 
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goods  were  admitted  here  at  a duty  of  lo  per  cent. — m 
England  the  duty  is  30  per  cent.  Printed  linens,  notwith- 
flanding  all  that  is  faid  of  the  prote6lion  afforded  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  linen  manufacture  of  Ireland,  are  fubje£l  to 
an  import  duty- there  of  65  per  cent,  while  here  they  are 
admitted  at  10  per  cent.  Our  manufacture  has  been  con- 
fidered  fufficient  for  Upwards  of  four  million  of  people  ; 
but  he  would  beg  to  know,  was  not  fuch  a difproportion  of 
duties  calculated  to  deftroy  even  that  ? Ireland  had  not, 
he  faid,  been  more  than  thirty  years  in  poffeffion  of  the 
manufacture  of  printed  linens,  when  England  laid  on  a 
heavier  duty,  to  enable  her  to  rival  us. — After  trying  the 
experiment,  fhe  found  fhc  could  not  •,  and  the  confequence 
was,  that  the  trade  went  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans, 
the  Hollanders,  and  the  Swifs.  Thus  the  trade  was  loft  to 
Ireland,  without  being  the  Imalleft  advantage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  manufacture  of  fail-cloth  in  like  manner,  was 
rifing  in  this  country,  about  the  year  1750,  to  a very 
flourilhing  ftate,  until  checked  by  the  monopolizing  fpirit 
of  England  ; which,  however,  has  not  been  productive  to 
the  latter  nation  of  any  advantage.^  So  that  Ireland  might, 
with  refpeCt  to  thcle  particulars,  tell  Great  Britain,  you 
have  ‘‘  robbed  us  of  that  which  nought  enriched  you,  but 
makes  us  poor  indeed.” 

He  obferved  that  when,  in  the  year  1785,  this  nation 
was  given  to  underftand  that  a commercial  adjuftment  with 
Great  Britain  was  about  to  take  place,  140,000/.  annually, 
of  new  taxes,  were  impofed  on  that  prefumption  *,  and  to 
this  day  the  nation  remains  without  any  equivalent.  We 
cheerfully  acceded,  laftfefiions  of  parliament,  to  the  mono- 
poly of  the  India  Company  for  2 1 years,  and  at  that  time 
the  noble  lord  who  conducted  the  affairs  of  government, 
fold  the  accommodation  Ihould  take  place. 

He 
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He  mad£  no  doubt  but  fome  gentlemen  would  be  highly 
gratified  that  the  feflion  fliould  pafs  over  without  any  de- 
bate : thefe  might,  however,  find  themfelves  difappolntcd. 
Nations,  he  (aid,  were  born  to  alTiil  nations,  in  like  man- 
ner as  men  were  born  to  aflift  men ; and  the  more  cxa^\lf 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fquared  their  reciprocal  commer- 
cial and  political  intercourfe  by  this  maxim,  the  more  prof- 
perous  would  be  the  common  affairs  of  both. — E igland 
was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  manufaflure  of  line  woollen 
cloaths,  and  might,  therefore,  leave  to  Ireland  the  advanta- 
ges on  courfe  woo; lens.  It  begins  now  to  be  known,  that 
the  rpirit  of  monopoly  is  as  injurious  to  trade,  as  that  of 
conqueft  is  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety.  It  is  better  for 
mankind  to  aflift  each  other,  than  deftroy  each  otker.  The 
tendency  to  the  former  is  natural  to  the  human  heart,  and 
is  done  by  the  wiidom  of  God  ; the  latter  proceeds  only 
from  the  depraved  policy  of  man.  The  confequence  of  de- 
priving Ireland  of  the  woollen  manufacture  was  to  throw 
that  trade  direClly  into  the  hands  of  France,  to  tlie  detri- 
ment of  Great  Britan  And  Sir  Mathew  Decker,  than 
whom  no  higher  authority  on  the  fubjeCl  of  trade  can  be 
adduced,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  rivalry  of  France  would  not 
have  become  fo  formidable  to  Great  Britain,  but  for  the 
feftriCtions  laid  on  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland  : and  if  the 
‘two  nations  would  not  fuffer  theml'elves  to  be  divided  in 
fentiment  on  account  of  the  narrow  gut  of  ocean  which 
feparates  them,  they  would  both  become  more  great  and 
profperous. — This  fefhon  a great  fubfidy  had,  he  faid,  been 
voted  to  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the 
war  with  the  greater  effeCt. — Are  we  then  to  be  joined  in 
war  with  Great  Britain,  but  excluded  from  her  commerce  ? 
— The  linen  manufacture  may,  perhaps,  be  fufneient  for 
Ulftcr  ; but  is  Munfter  to  droop  in  poverty  ? Fie  enter- 
tained too  high  an  opinion  of  the  Britifli  minifters,  to  think 
they  would  yield  to  the  folly  of  the  manufaClurers,  or  be 
VoL»  III.  E thereby 
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thereby  induced  to  poftponc  meafureg,  which  they  mud  be 
convinced  are  for  the  common  intereft  of  the  empire.  When 
a commercial  adjuftment  was  in  difeuffion  in  the  year  1785, 
the  Britifh  manufacturers  only  mentioned  their  doubts  to 
the  miniftry,  with  refpedt  to  the  manufactures  of  glafs, 
pottery,  and  a few  other  trifling  articles.  He  would  be  glad 
to  know  what  new  circumdance  had  produced  the  prefent 
alleged  irritation  ? The  refolution  propofrd  by  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  did  not  go  to  agitate  any  political  quedion* 
It  went  only  to  procure  the  Britifh  duties  to  be  lowered  to 
the  Irifh  tariff,  which  mud  be  finally  adjuded  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  And  he  thought  that  in  voting  the 
lefolutlon,  we  were  but  doing  our  duty  as  the  reprefentatives 
of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  faid  that  the  year  1779,  when  this  quef- 
tion  was  fird  brought  forward,  was  a period  of  more  anxiety 
to  Great  Britain  than  the  prefent.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man may,  thereby,  be  under  no  apprehenfion  to  permit  th^ 
quedion  to  go  before  the  Britidi  parliament.  It  cannot  prove 
irritating  to  any  Britidi  manufacturer  of  underdanding. 
The  woollen  trade  of  Ireland  being  now  reduced  to  a very 
low  date,  he  could  not  believe  the  affertion  founded,  that 
the  afgitation  of  the  prefent  quedion  had  caufed  irritation  in 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  but  if  it  had,  it  ought  to  be 
finally  fettled.— Since  the  trade  of  Scotland  had  been  re- 
lieved from  redrictions,  a new  manufacture  had  arifen  in 
that  country  without  injuring  the  trade  of  England  ; and  if 
the  redrictions  were  taken  off  the  Iridi  trade,  the  fame  thing 
might  happen  here.  Since  1779,  when  the  drd  relaxation 
ojE  the  commercial  redraints  of  Ireland  took  place,  the  ma- 
nufactures of  England  had  entered  here  in  greater  quantities 
than  ever  ; fo  that,  inltead  of  being  difadvantageous  to  Great 
Britain,  it  has  been  beneficial. — The  yearly  amount  of  the 
Britifh  manufactures  imported  here  at  that  period  amounted 

only 
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©nly  to  300,000?.  whereas  laft  year  they  amounted  to 
800,000/.  The  opening  therefore  of  the  ports  of  Ireland 
to  export  her  manufadlures,  has  ferved  England  materially. 
After  fome  obfervations,  he  concluded  with  faymg,  that 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  latisfy  the  Houfc,  that 
he  would  fubmit  the  cafe  to  the  Englifh  governrnent, 
he  would  be  fatisfied  j othcrwife  he  would  vote  for  the 
queftion . 

Mr  Ponfenby.  Mr.  Corry,  and  Mr.  Brooke,  fupported 
the  motion  for  paffing  the  rcfolution  ; and  the  queftion  be- 
ing loudly  called  for, 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  as  both  ftdes  of  the  houfe  feemed 
perfe£Ily  fatisfied  of  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  the  accom- 
modation fought  for,  he  would  not  therefore  divide  the 
houfe  on  the  queftion,  a*  it  might  imply  a diftra<ftion  of  fen=> 
timent,  which  did  not  exlft  *,  although  if  the  previous  quef- 
tion was  put  on  the  refolution,  he  could  not,  for  conliftency 
fake,  but  vote  againft  it. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Wm.’  Brabazon  Ponfonby 
rofc  to  prefent  this  promifed  bill,  for  amending  and  improv- 
ing the  ftatc  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment.— Laft  feffion,  he  faid,  he  took  up  the  lubje£t.  The 
bill,  which  towards  the  clofe  of  it  was  prefented  by  his 
fight  hon.  relative  in  his  abfence,  had  been  received  in 
fuch  a manner  as  induced  him  to  hope  that  its  principle  met 
the  approbation  of  the  Houfc.  He  could  not,  however, 
forefee  what  reception  the  bill  v-hich  he  was  now  about  to 
prefent  would  receive.— He  knew  not  whether  the  country 
or  the  houfe  had  changed  their  opinion  on  the  fubjeft,'  but 
for  himfelf,  he  certainly  had  not  changed  his  opinion.  On 
the  contrary,  what  had  happened  ftnee  that  time  had  ren- 
dered his  opinion  more  dcciftve.  There  was  one  capital  ob- 
jection which  then  exifted  againft  the  mcafufe,  but  which  is 

E 2 now 
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now  done  away.  The  country  was  then  in  a ftate  of  difturb- 
nnce,  it  was  now  in  perfect  tranquillity.  He  prefented  the 
bill,  which  was  read;  and,  on  motion  for  a lecond  reading, 

' <r 

Sir  H,  Langriflae  laid,  he  had  To  often  and  fo  recently 
prclTcd  upon  the  Houfe  his  fentiments  on  the  fubje^l  of, 
parliamentary  reform,  as  it  is  called,'  that  he  neither  found 
himfelf  inclined,  nor  did  he  think  he  would  be  juilifiable 
to  take  up  much  of  their  time  on  the  prefent  occafion;  how- 
ever, as  he  had  always  oppofed  this  meafure  on  general 
principles,  ^s  tending  to  fliake  the  hability  of  a conftitution 
which  had  been  formed  by  the  progreffive  wifdomof  ages — 
as  tending  to  detach  the  public  mind  from  a veneration  for 
an  ancient  effablifhment,  and  fet  it  loofe  into  the  mazes  of 
{peculation  and  experiment;  he  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf 
to  be  altogether  filent,  when  the  temper  of  the  times  and 
the  condition  of  the  furrounding  world  furniflied  fuch  new 
and  important  admonition  on  the  fubjedl.  He  objedled  to 
the  agitation  of  the  queftlon  at  this  tjme.  He  objefled  to 
this  bill  as  he  did  to  the  bill  of  the  laft  feflion,  becaufc  it 
led  to  an  objeeV,  in  his  opinion,  neither  conducive  to  our 
freedom  nor  compatible  with  our  tranquillity  : he  objected 
to  it,  becaufe  it  juftified  the  popular  demand  by  conceding 
to  the  principle  ; and  it  difappoints  the  popular  demand  by 
the  meafure  of  its  conceflion  : he  objec^ted  to  the  bill  as  it 
flatters  requifltion  by  the  appearance  of  a vi^ory,  and  em- 
bitters it  by  the  acrimony  of  difappointmenr.  The  rafii  ca- 
reer and  fatal  confequences  of  a reforming  fpirit  have  lately 
been  brought  before  our  view  by  faefs  fo  ftriking  and  im- 
prefTive,  that  what  was  formerly  conjeflure  is  now  convic- 
tion ; and  if  we  will  not  profit  by  the  example  of  others, 
we  may  poflibiy  add  to  future  misforiunes  the  aggravation 
of  felf  reproach.  Upon  a former  occafion,  he  had  flated 
more  at  large  than  he  fhould  now  do,  the  progrefs  of  re- 
form in  France  till  reform  became  fubverfion  ; he  had  flated 

many 
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wany  things  then  as  a prophet,  which  he  nnight  now  fts^tc 
as  an  hiftorian. 

The  progrefs  is  natural  ; and  is  applicable  as  a warning 
to  every  country  in  Europe — for  there  is  fo  much  of  uni- 
formity in  the  nature  and  proceedings  of  man,  that  in  their 
combinations  almoft  always  fimilar  caufes  produce  limilar 
effe<^fs — fimilar  conditions,  firnilar  confequences*,  and  there- 
fore, I do  not  helitate  to  fay,  with  every  degree  of  refpeifl: 
and  affe(Slion  for  the  people,  acting  within  their  proper 
fphere — with  every  degree  of  convidtion,  that  their  bappi- 
nefs  is  the  end  and  the  obje(^  of  every  good  government  j I 
do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  there  never  has  been  an  inftance 
in  any  age  or  country,  in  which  political  power  has  been 
aflumed  by  the  lowed:  orders  of  the  people — by  thofe  whofe 
education  is  ignorance — whofe  condition  is  uncertainty — 
whofe  patrimony  is  hppe  — and  whofe  empire  mull  be  com- 
motion— which  has  not  proved  fubverfive  of  liberty,  defiruc- 
tive  of  the  general  happinefs,  and  peculiarly  unfortunate 

to  thofe  who  are  the  authors  of  it. 

\ 

/ 

Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves  by  calling  the  calamity  of 
France  French  cruelty — it  is  French  anarchy:  'difiblve  but 
the  ties  that  hold  mankind  together — difiblve  but  the  re- 
driftion  of  laws,  the  obligations  of  religion,  the  mutual  de- 
pendency and  fubordination  of  fettled  fociety,  and  man  be- 
comes as  ferocious  as  the  tiger  in  the  fored.  I do  not  adopt 
the  philofophy  of  Mr.  Hobbes,  or  any  of  the  theorids,  as 
to  the  original  date  of  nature  ; I only  fpeak  of  man  break- 
ing loofe  from  the  bonds  of  fociety,  in  which  cafe  the  differ- 
ent difpofitions  and  genius  of  different  countries,  have  al- 
ways affimilated,  and  aflimilated  in  ferocity.  If  the  French 
have  murdered  their  king,  facrlSced  their  prieds  on  their 
altars,  and  exterminated  their  bed  citizens,  we  cannot  for- 
get the  banifiiment  of  Ariftides,  or  the  death  of  Socrates, 
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or  the  ridiculous  cruelty  that  banifhed  Timothcus,  only  for 
adding  four  firings  to  the  lyre.  Popular  domination  has 
ever  been  cruel  and  unjuft;  and  every  friend  to  freedom  and 
to  order,  to  virtue  and  to  happinefs,  fliould  guard  againft: 
its  approaches  with  as  much  vigilance  as  we  fhould  guard 
the  roads  that  lead  to  life  and  death — In  the  year  1789s 
the  tcra  of  the  firft  reform  in  France,  the  clc£live  franchife 
was  afeertained  and  confined  to  adtivc  citizens,  men  of 
certain  qualifications,  of  age  and  property  ; this  was  the 
bafis  bf  their  firft  great  reform.  But  this  reform  was  foori 
thought  inadequate — as  the  right  hon.  member’s  reform, 
would  foon  be  thought  here  : Conccflion  proved  but  the 
parent  of  demand,  and  the  redrefs  of  grievances  the  ap- 
probation of  difeontent.  The  people  felt  fuccefs  as  a tefti- 
mony  of  power,  and  began  to  fpeculate  inftcad  of  to  en- 
joy : They  perceived  that  in  their  twenty-fix  nail  lions  of. 
people  there  were  not  three  millions  of  acftivc  citizens,  and 
that  the  immediate  debtors  were  not  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  an  hundred  of  the  people.  The  great  majority  of 
the  people,  who  confidered  themfelvcs  the  authors  and 
the  objebl  of  the  reform,  began  to  difeover  that  they  were 
unreprefented,  and  being  unreprefented,  their  new  phi- 
lofophy  taught  them  that  they  were  flaves,  and  that  perfon- 
al  reprefentation  was  nccelTary  to  liberty  ; and  by  the  ufual 
revolutionary  expedients  of  clubs  and  conventions,  and 
armed  citizens,  they  fpeedily  accomplifhed  their  objebf — 
an  equal  reprefentation  of  all  the  people — and  with  that  the 
democracy  of  France.” 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  the  temperate  reform  was  the  rudi- 
ments of  all  that  followed  ; it  was  the  firft  prize  of  politi- 
cal difquifition — it  was  the  firft  trophy  of  popular  fuccefs. 
However,  it  was  not  the  end  but  the  means ; it  was  the 
inftrument  and  not  the  objebt.  And  to  fhew  you  how  rapid 
are  the  ftrides  of  innovaticn  when  it  is  once  in  motion, 

permit 
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me  to  obferve,  that  even  the  democracy  of  France 
V?as  of  fhort  duration  ; it  paiTed  away  like  the  whirlwind  of 
the  wildcrnefs,  defolating  but  tranfitory,  and  Toon  yielded 
— as  every  popular  infurre^tion  has  ever  done,  to  the  pre- 
dominant tyranny  of  fonic  of  the  moft  contemptible  of  its 
leaders,  who  however,  had  the  dexterity  “ to  ride  in  that 
whirlwind,  and  diredf  the  fl:orm.” — What  then  becomes  of 
the  fathers  of  ternperate  reform  ? W here  is  the  Duke  dc 
Rochefoucault  — the  Duke  BrilTac— the  eloquent  Clerment- 
Tonnerc— the  learned  and  acute  advocate  M de  Pafcalis  ? 
They  are  no  more  ! neither  their  talents  nor  their  virtues, 
nor  the  fplended  ralhnefs  of  their  firft  enterprize,  could  a- 
tone  for  their  fubfequent  moderation  ; they  fell  vidlims  to 
the  fpirit  of  innovation  which  themfelves  had  infpired. 
With  i'uch  an  example  before  your  eyes,  will  you  at  this 
day  talk  of  a temperate  reform  ? or  do  you  imagine  your 
temperate  bill,  which  out  of  four  millions  of  people  leaves 
3,800,000  people  unreprefented  (19  in  20  of  the  people) — 
do  you  imagine  it  would  fatisfy  this  great  majority  of  the 
people,  whom  it  does  not  comprehend  ? No!  no! — you 
would  only  infpire  their  hopes,  w^hilft  jmu  difappoint  their 
wifhes  ; and  animate  their  efforts  by  flattering  their  preten- 
flonsr-  l"he  people  who  were  clamorous  for  reform  would 
defpife  your  temperate  plan,  except  only  as  one  flate  gain- 
ed in  the  great  career. — I fay,  they  would  delpife  it,  be- 
caufe  they  have  faid  fo  themfelves — they  have  over  and  over 
again,  demanded  and  defined  their  ultimatum  of  reform, 
‘‘  An  equal  reprefentation  of  all  the  people.”  In  the  lait 
feflion,  I gave  you  at  large  a detail  of  their  requifltions 
on  this  fubject,  taken  from  the  minutes  of  their  affociations, 
and  their  clubs,  and  their  armed  citizens,  in  which  thev 
have  told  you  explicitly,  “ they  will  not  lay  down  thefr 
arms  till  they  procure  an  equal  reprefentation  of  ?dl  the 
people  i”  and  a recent  publication  by  a fociety  called  the 
United  Irifhmen,  is  not  more  explicit  in  the  recommenda- 
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tion  of  their  own  plan,  than  in  their  contempt  of  your's. 
They  tell  you  “ they  hrmly  believe  adminihration  and 
oppolition  are  equally  averfe  from  tlie  meafure  of  adequate 
reform.”  They  fay,  If  they  had  no  other  reafon  for  that 
opinion,  the  plan  laid  before  parliament  in  the  laft  fefiion, 
(the  prefent  bill)  under  the  aufpices  of  oppofltion,  might 
convince  them  of  the  melancholy  truth.’*  — As  to  their  own 
plan  they  have  given  you  a full  and  faithful  delineation  of  it. 
It  is  founded  on  a decided  principle,  and  goes  to  a decided 
purpofe—  perfonal  reprefentation  detached  from  property, 
univerfal  luffrage  and  pure  democracy, 

Ke  faid,  he  knew  very  well  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  propofed  this  meafure/  and  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
ahociates  with  him  in  its  fiipport,  have  too  great  a flake  in 
the  country,  too  high  a public  charaefter,  too  much  of  per- 
fonal integrity,  to  luder  them  to  become  acceffary  to  fuch 
dangerous  notions  ; at  the  fame  time,  if  they  give  the  au- 
thority of  partial  concefHon  to  extravagant  demand,  they 
will  find  that  neither  their  interefls  nor  their  character, 
refpecfable  as  I know  they  are,  will  have  authority  to  re- 
prefs  its  growth  or  controul  its  excefs.  It  is  impollible  to 
look  into  the  peculiar  lituation  of  this  country,  and  the 
condition  of  the  world  around  us,  without,  feeing  that  this 
is  not  time  to  agitate  queftions  of  political  experiment. 
We  know  that  the  moft  indefatigable  induflry  has  been  em- 
ployed to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  infpire  them 
with  new  notions  of  government,  new  models  of  conftituti- 
on,  and  new  conditions  of  obedience.  We  know  that  in- 
novation has  been  held  out  to  the  refllefs — commotions  to 
the  difafFcfled  ; and  the  poor  have  had  the  falfe  gofpel 
of  equality  preached  unto  them.  We  know  that  the  moft 
populous  nation  in  Europe  has  declared  hoflility  againft  e- 
verv  icttied  government  exifting — that  they  have  added  the 
force  of  enthufiafm  to  the  fury  of  an  unholy  war  ♦,  a fort  of 
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jinti-croifade,  in  which  they  bear  the  guillotine  againfl:  the 
crofs,  and  with  the  impetuofity  of  a Ipurious  chivalry,  en-^ 
dcavour  to  fprcad  their  arms  and  their  infidelity  all  over 
the  world.  It  is  of  little  confequence  to  us,  what  fpecies  of 
government  or  anarchy  they  may  choofe  for  tkemfelvcs,  if 
they  would  keep  it  to  themfelves  ; but  the  liberality  of  their 
zeal  difdains  fuch  monopoly — they  fend  out  miilionaries  to 
propagate  their  doctrines,  and  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
Great  Britain,  they  muft  have  made  fome  profelytes,  be- 
caufe  in  every  country  thero  are  many  to  be  found, 

^uos  ad  perturbandam  Republic  am  inopia  atque  mail  mores 
,Jl.mulanty  And  they  further  tell  us,  « that  this  invafion 
of  your  principles  (hall  be  followed  by  an  invafion  of.your 
land.’'  We  read  in  their  public  records  that  the  Minifter 
of  Jufticc  propofes  ‘‘  a Committee  of  Infurredion,  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  overturning  every  exifting  monarchy  in 
Europe.”  They  vote,  “ that  the  National  Convention  of 
France  be  a Committee  of  Infurreflion  againfl:  all  the  Kings 
in  the  univerfe  and  they  aflually  appoint  a chofen  band 
to  be  their  afiafilns.  They  decree  in  the  name  of  the  French 
nation,  that  they  will  aflifl  every  country  who  wiflies  to 
recover  their  liberty  and  they  charge  the  executive  pow- 
er in  a decree,  tranflated  into  all  languages,  “ to  give  the 
commanders  of  the  French  armies  orders  to  protedf  the 
citizens  of  every  country  ,who  may  be  diflurbed  or  vexed 
for  the  caufe  of  their  liberty:”  inviting  all  nations  who 
wifti  to  recover  their  rights,  “ to  apply  to  their  generals 
for  afllftance  which  is  to  folicit  revolt  in  all  coun- 
tries. The  pcrfevcrance  of  their  aflivity  was  equal  to  the 
boldnefs  of  their  principles,  and  in  violation  of  their  dif- 
claim  of  conquefl,  they  made  Savoy  an  84th  department  of 
France. 

I 

Is  it  then  pofliblc  that  at  this  time,  and  under  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  world,  we  fhould  for  a moment  engage 
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ourfelves  in  problematical  experiments!  on  a conftitutiotu 
which  we  know  is  competent  to  all  the  ends  of  civil  liberty 
and  progrcfiive  happinefs  ? that  we  fhould  turn  the  minds 
of  the  people  from  the  duties  of  a critical  fituation  ? — that 
we  fliould,  as  it  were,  tamper  with  turbulence,  and  favour 
difquifitions  which  would  make  the  people  politicians  in- 
flcad  of  husbandmen  ; and  agitators  inftead  of  defenders 
of  their  country  ? As  to  the  objedlions  to  the  bill  itfclf, 
though  I think  them' great  and  numerous,  I yet  think  they 
arc  loft  in  the  predominant  objedlion  to  your  agitating  the 
queftion  at  all  at  this  time.  As  the  bill  is  the  bill  of  the  laft 
feflion,  in  entering  into  the  particulars  I fhould  only  re- 
peat what  I laid  before.  I objected  to  it  then,  as  I do  now, 
that  it  is  incompetent  to  the  end  propofed,  and  would  be 
utterly  unfatisfaeftory  to  the  people  it  profciTcs  to  gratify  5 
that  it  docs  not  improve  or  extend  the  bafts  of  rcprelenta- 
tion,  that  it  renders  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  ftill 
more  unequal — and  that  on  the  whple  it  is  a transfer  of 
power,  and  not  a reform  in  parliament.  And  as  to  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  conftituted  and  compoled  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  although  the  wafte  of  fomc  places,  and  the  growth 
of  others,  nmft  perpetually  vary  the  proportions  of  its  own 
conftitucncy,  I am  yet  bold  to  fay,  it  is  at  this  day  an  ade- 
quate reprefentation  of  the  property  of  the  kingdom.  That 
in  its  proceedings  you  cannot  trace  any  provocation  to 
change  it,  bccaufe  you  know  that  for  feveral  years  paft  it 
has  been  engaged  in  the  uniform  practice,  feftion  after 
feftion,  of  adding  fome  new  protceftion  to  conftitutional 
liberty — fome  new^  advancement  to  the  profperity  of  the 
country  ; and  that  to  hazard  fuch  a condition  of  progreiljvc 
happincis  in  the  lottery  of  experiment  of  adventure,  would 
at  all  times  be  raftinefs,  and  at  this  time  infatuation.  Un- 
der fuch  impreftions,  he  faid,  he  mufl  naturally  wilh  to 
put  an  end  to  the  difeuftion  ; and  to  do  fo  in  the  manner 
mofl:  refpedful  to  the  right  hon.  member,  he  fhould 
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inove,  That  the  bill  be  rea'd  a fecond  time  on  the  ift  of 
Auguft/' 

Dr.  Browne  faid,  that  though  he  had  no  new  fentiments 
to  offer  on  this  occafion,  he  thought  it  juft  to  fpcak,  in 
order  to  flicw  that  he  was  at  his  poft. — What  he  had  to 
offer,  he  thought  he  fhould  addrefs  to  the  right  hon. 
baronet  who  oppofed  the  bill,  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  0° 
ther  fide  feempd  to  have  elected  him  their  perfonal  repre- 
fentativc.  The  arguments  he  had  offered  might  be  reduced 
to  three  heads  : 

‘The  example  of  what  had  happened  in  France  ; 

The  danger  of  innovation  ; and, 

The  proper  conduiff  of  parliament. 

The  example  of  France  made  againft  the  right  hon.  ba- 
yonet, for  the  rcafon  of  all  the  mifehiefs  which  had  happen- 
ed in  that  country,  was  not  haying  timely  yielded  to  a mo- 
derate reform.  The  way  to  avoid  fimilar  mifehiefs  in  this? 
country  vras  to  concede  that  reformation  early,  which,  if 
not  conceded  will,  at  laft,  be  effe<fted  by  violence.  What 
time  could  be  better  for  reform  than  the  prefent  ? From 
what  he  had  fecn  he  was  convinced  that  a time  of  terror 
only  would  be  thought  a time  for  reform.  He  reprobated 
the  conduct  of  the  French,  but  he  could  not  help  feeing, 
ncvcrthelefs,  the  abufes  of  the  old  government  of  France^  as 
well  as  the  prefent  abufes  of  our  own  government.  He  did 
not  wifli  to  imitate  all  the  conduct  of  the  French,  butwifh- 
ed  that  Houfe  fo  far  refembled  the  French  convention  as 
that  a member  riling  to  fpeak  in  a debate  might  be  more 
able  to  influence  its  dccifion  than  the  miniftcr  ; — he  might 
wifh  perhaps  to  go  further,  and  that  the  minifters  here,  as 
there,  were  rather  handing  at  the  bar  as  fervants,  than  di- 
rcfling  the  Houfe  as  mafters.  He  denied  the  principle  that 
have  a right  to  a fhare  in  the  government  of  a country. 
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As  well  might  every  child  aiTume  a fharc  in  the  dkecStion 
of  family  concerns.  This  plan  of  univcrfal  rcprefentation 
had  fometimcs  before  been  attempted  to  be  introduced. 
Colonel  Ireland,  in  the  great  rebellion,  had  attempted  it, 
but  he  was  obliged  to  make  fome  limitations,  and  excluded 
from  the  franchife  all  thofe  who  did  not  pay  taxes,  fervants, 
and  all  who  lived  on  charity.  The  plan  was  therefore 
impracticable,  as  it  was  dangerous.  There  were,  however, 
many  moderate  men  who  entertained  no  fuch  romantic  no- 
tions, and  yet  have  looked  long  with  horror  at  the  abufes 
of  minifters,  and  for  a reform  in  the  reprefentation.  Thcfc 
would  probably  not  be  feditious,  but  they  might  be 
prompted  to  hand  neuter  in  the  moment  of  commotion, 
and  poffibly  might  at  laft  be  even  prompted  to  an  extreme. 

Thefe  men  Ihould  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  good  conduCf  of 
parliament  ; they  certainly  had  of  late  years  done  fome 
good,  but  they  had  always  done  it  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  the  day  of  calamity — they  did  good  only  when  they 
were  driven  to  it.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  he  would 
fupport  the  bill  now,  and  whenever  it  fhould  be  brought 
forward,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  repeatedly  brought 
forward,  till  it  fhould  be  at  length  obtained.  It  would  be 
the  rejection,  not  the  difcullion  of  it,  which  would  now 
irritate  the  public  mind, 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  the  bill  before  you  has  been  called  a 
transfer  of  property — it  is  not  fo  ; the  gentlemen  who  make 
the  charge  have  not  read  the  bill  ; it  is  not  a transfer  of  the 
borough  from  A.  to  B.  but  from  A.  to  all  thofe  who  have 
the  adjacent  intcrefts  landed  or  commercial,  to  all  who  have 
eftates,  freehold,  or  terms  for  years,  (for  they  muft  be 
included)  or  have  carried  on  a trade  for  a certain  time  with- 
in a circle  of  24  miles.  If  any  one  man  has  all  the  lands 
and  towns  within  that  circle,  he  probably  will  inSuence 
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tlie  return,  biit  fuch  eftates  are  fcarcelyro  be  found  in  this 
kingdom,  and  tvhen  they  are  found  they  will  have  their 
influence  under  any  reform,  unlefs  you  choofe  to  rob  the 
proprietor,  in  order  to  amend  the  reprefcntation  ; and 
even  in  the  cafe  of  fuch  eftates,  as  in  cafes  of  great  county 
intereft,  the  return  may  be  influenced,  but  it  cannot  be 
fold.  This  proprietary  influence  you  may  call  the  influence 
of  the  landlord  on  his  tenants,  but  it  is  alfo  the  influence  of 
the  tenant  on  the  landlord,  and  the  refpecftability  of  bothj 
inftead  of  being,  as  now,  the  infignificance  of  the  latter  and 
the  property  of  that  perfon  who  is  a lanldord,  and  whofe 
beft  eftate  is  his  twelve  burgefles  5 this  borough-monger  16 
extinguifhes,  and  leads  to  a milder  communication  of  man- 
ners as  well  as  difFufion  of  influence  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  with  an  additional  temptation  of  refldence  to  the 
former  and  improvement  to  the  latter  ; it  is  in  ftiort,  an 
open  of  2C0  feats  to  property,  to  talents,  and  to  both  mix- 
ed, to  be  elected  by  the  yeomanry  and  citizens. 

We  have  in  this  plan  committed  no  violence  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  and  fcarcely  any  on  its  geography. 
We  have  added  one  member  to  the  counties  and  the  three 
great  cities,  becaufe  wc  think  the  landed  intereft  is  not  pro- 
portionally reprefented,  and  the  minifterial  intereft  beyond 
all  proportion  reprefented  ; and  wc  have  extended  the 
boundary  of  the  borough,  becaufe  we  find  in  the  old  boun- 
dary nothing  to  reprefent  *,  we  have  not  extended  the 
boundary  to  the  whole  of  the  county,  becaufe  we  would  not 
cxtinguifli  or  overbalance  an  integral  part  of  the  parliament, 
the  citizens  and  burgefles  ; and  we  have  extended  the  line 
beyond  the  borough,  to  a line  of  24  mile?,  to  cncompafs  a 
mafs  of  landed  intereft  as  long  as  land  is  produ<ftive,  and 
Commercial  intereft  ; if  within  24  miles  any  commerce  fhall 
exift,  as  commerce  (hall  within  that  diftri£t  cncreafe  and 
flourilh,  its  balance  on  the  return  will  encreafe,  and  there 
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will  yet  remain  a great  landed  intcreft  in  the  reprefentatiori^ 
even  though  commerce  (hould  within  that  diftridl  totally 
decline.  Thus  we  have  as  far  as  is  prafticable  provided  a- 
gainft  the  effect  of  the  fludluation  of  property,  we  have  not 
corredfed  oligarchy,  as  was  erroneoufly  objedted  to  us,  by 
oligarchy,  but  by  ariftocracy  and  democracy  mixed  : by 
landed  property  and  by  democracy  of  cities.  We  have  ap- 
plied the  principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution  to  the  ftate 
of  Irifli  property  with  a decifive  advantage  for  the  prefent, 
and  with  fuch  growing  advantages  to  the  future,  as  muft 
arife  from  the  growth  of  commerce  and  the  growing  diffu- 
fion  of  riches  1 Weigh  then  the  objedlions  to  the  bill,  and 
you  will  find  they  amount  either  to  a depreciation  of  the 
principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  in  their  application  to 
Ireland,  or  to  a demand  for  an  Agrarian  law. 

I do  not  fay  that  this  bill  in  its  prefent  fhape  is  perfedf , 
on  the  contrary,  I w-ould  wifli  to  propofe  confiderable  al- 
terations— the  'franchife  fhould  be  extended  to  terms  for 
ycars-perliaps  fome  other  alterations,  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ment fhould  be  diminiflied,  the  powers  of  the  corporation  to 
make  voters  totally  extinguiflied  ; — after  thefe  amendments^ 
I do  not  fay  the  bill  would  be  then  an  exadl  reprefentation 
of  the  property  of  the  country  or  of  the  propertied  part  of 
the  community ; no,  becaufe  that  is  impoflible  and  that  is 
Unneceffary  ; no,  but  it  would  be  a fubftantial  reprefenta- 
tien  of  both — that  is,  it  would  anfwer  all  the  political  pur- 
pofes  of  adequate  reprefentation  ; it  would  be  qued  erat 
deraiurh — it  would  not  be  arithmetically  equal,  but  it  would 
be  fubflantially  and  praiSfically  adequate  $ it  would  give  to 
the  mafs  of  property,  commercial  and  landed,  inftead  of  a 
fourth,  the  whole  of  the  return  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  and  with  the  mafs  of  property  it  v/ould  give  yoii 
the  befi:  chance  for  the  mafs  of  talents.  But,  fays  my  right 
hon.  friend,  why  agitate  the.people  how  ? we  have  not  cre- 
ated, 
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ated,  we  have  found  the  agitation  of  this  fubje^l,  and  there- 
fore the  queflion  is  not  now,  whether  we  fhall  agitate,  but 
abandon  this  fubje£t  5 and  fure  I am  that  we  Oiould  agitate 
the  people  much  more  by  renouncing,  than  by  purfuing 
their  great  obje£l,  a mpre  equal  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple; wc  fhould  then  leave  them  at  large  on  this  fubjciH:  to 
their  own  defpair,  or  to  thofe  defperate  fuggeilions  which 
every  feditious  bungler  may  propofe,  while  the  abufes  of 
your  reprefentation  abandoned  to  fuch  hands  make  every 
quack  a do<5lor,  and  every  fool  a phiiofopher. — Sii",  ft  is 
the  excellence  of  your  conftitution  that  it  contains  in  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  its  own  reformation,  and  to  this  excellence  I 
attribute  its  duration  ; other  countries  have  preferved  abufes 
until  they  accumulated  and  were  finally  levelled  indeed, 
but  with  the  eflablifhments  themfelves,  by  the  deluge  of  . 
anarchy,  inftead  of  being  removed  by  a reformation.  You 
yourfelves  to  a degree  were  fenhble  of  this  ; have  made  re- 
forms in  the  executive  and  in  the  judicial  branches,  but  in 
the  reprefentation  you  however  have  none,  and  without  re- 
forms in  the  latter,  you  will  have  made  none  of  any  great 
effedf  in  the  former  ; for  until  the  prefent  reprefentation  is 
reformed,  your  bench  of  juftice,  your  executive  power, 
your  Houfe  of  Peers,  will  be  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
have  been,  contaminated, — by  facrificing  the  firfl  now  and 
then  to  the  application  of  the  borough-monger,  by  modell- 
ing the  fecond  merely  to  gratify  the  fame  borough- monger, 
and  by  the  falc  of  the  peerage  for  the  borough-monger,  to 
the  difgrace  of  one  houfe,  and  the  corruption  of  both.  So 
ftrongly  am  I of  this  opinion,  that  I imagine  with  a reform 
in  the  abufe  of  reprefentation,  all  the  other  abufes  would 
be  quelled  ; whereas  without  it  the  reform  of  the  other  a- 
bufes  will  be  but  plauhble  and  palliative.  But,  fays  th« 
right  boa.  baronet,  is  not  this  reform  a ftep  to  a fuccefBon 
of  ianovarion  ? He  goes  farther,  he  fays,  does  it  not  lead 
to  perfonal  reprefentation  ? to  which  Pdirc<flly  anfwer,  it 
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leads  fjrom  perfonal  reprefentation,  not  to  it,  it  afcertains 
reprefentation  to  property,  and  to  the  propertied  commu* 
nity,  and  whatever  force,  weight,  influence,  or  authority 
both  pofTcfs,  unites  them  againft  the  attempt  in  favour  of 
perfonal  reprefentation. 

Freeholders,  leafeholders,  and  all  refldent  trading  inter- 
efls,  arc  now  in  the  flruggle  of  our  parliamentary  conftitu- 
tion  fpeclators  ; they  would  then  be  parties. — They  now 
enjoy  a power  of  returning  one*fifch  of  the  houfe,  and  there- 
fore are  little  interelfed  for  it,  and  that  they  may  have  a 
fpeculation  on  the  intereft  that  might  arife  to  them  on 
throwing  up  that  fifth,  and  dividing  the  whole  with  popu- 
lation ; they  therefore  fome  of  them  may  be  parties  againfl: 
it,  but  if  they  had  the  whole  of  the  return  they  would  then 
be  the  proprietors,  and  they  would  defend  the  parliamen- 
tary conftitution  againfl:  innovation,  with  the  fame  zeal 
with  which  the  oligarchifl:  now  defends  his  boroughs  againfl: 
reformation  5 but  with  this  difference,  that  the  exifting 
parliamentary  conftitution  would  then  be  defended  againft 
innovation  with  the  ftrength  of  all  the  property  and  all  the 
propertied  public,  whereas  it  is  now  defended  with  the 
ftrength  of  about  40  individuals,  and  about  200,000/.  rental, 
that  is,  without  the  ftrength  of  population  or  of  property  ; 
and  it  is  a decided  proof  of  its  weaknefs  ; that  the  borough - 
mongers  could  not  now  defend  it  without  the  influence  of 
Government,  and  a further  proof  of  its  weaknefs  is  the  pro- 
pofal  of  a plan  of  perfonal  reprefentation.  Sir,  could  fuch 
a monfter  be  offered  as  a propofal  that  the  perfons  who  re- 
ceive alms  fhould  vote  the  taxes,  if 'there  was  not  another 
monfter  much  lefs  mifproportioned,  but  a monfter  notwith- 
ftanding  in  the  exifting  conftitution,  where  a few  individu- 
als, as  little  the  property  of  the  country  as  its  population, 
vote  thofe  taxes. — It  follows  from  what  I have  fald,  that 
the  beft  method  of  fecuring  the  parliamentary  conftitution 
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Is  to  embody  in  its  fupport  the  mals  of  property  which  will 
be  generally  found  to  include  the  mafs  of  talents,  and  that 
the  worft  way  of  fecuring  your  parliamentary  conftitution  is 
to  reft  it  on  oligarchy,  oligarchy  that  is  a bad  form  of  go- 
Ternment,  oligarchy  that  is  always  a weak  one. 

But,  fays  the  right  hon.  baronet,  France  ! take  warn- 
ing from  France. — If  France  is  to  be  a leftbn,  take  the 
whole  of  that  leftbn  ; if  her  frantic  convention  is  to  be  a 
monitrefs  againft  the  vices  of  a republic,  let  the  caufes  which, 
produced  that  convention  be  an  admonition  againft  the  a- 
bufes  of  monarchy.  France  would  reform  nothing  until  a- 
bufes  accumulated,  and  government  was  fwept  away  in  a 
deluge,  until  an  armed  force  redreftbd  the  ftate,  and  then, 
as  will  be  generally  the  cafe,  united  on  becoming  the  go- 
vernment. It  was  not  a progrefs  from  reformation  to  in- 
novation, but  from  one  modification  of  a military  govern- 
ment, that  is,  of  one  anarchy  to  another  *,  in  principle 
therefore  the  cafe  of  France  does  not  apply,  in  policy  ftiil 
Icfs  ; for  furc  I am,  if  there  is  any  attempt  to  introduce  the 
rebellious  graces  of  a republic  into  thefe  countries,  the  beft 
precaution  is  to  difcountenance  them  by  the  fober  at- 
tradlions  of  a limited  monarchy,  and  the  worft  precaution  i 
is  to  preferve  all  the  abufes  of  the  latter  to  pre-engage  men 
againft  the  vices  of  the  former. 

On  this  principle  I conceive  the  enemies  to  the  confti- 
tution arc  the  extremes,  the  advocate  for  its  abufes,  and 
the  leveller  of  its  eftablifliments.  The  advocate  for  its  a- 
bufes,  in  his  difeourfe  publiflied  in  the  laft  fummer,  and 
circulated  in  both  countries  againft  the  Catholic  bill,  tli^ 
reform  of  parliament,  and  the  people  of  Ireland,  falftiies 
the  origin  of  the  Commons  in  order  to  fupport  the  defesfU  ' 
in  the  reprefentation.  He  ftates,  that  the  Commons  wer«5 
feldom  called,  and  then  only  for  fubfidy,  and  this  he  calls 
the  original  purity  of  the  Englifti  conftitution.  The  period 
VoL.  III.  ' F of 
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of  its  formation  as  beft  afcertained  was  the  timcof  the  Ed 
wards  •,  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1/  there  were  about  25 
parliaments;  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IJ.  about  ii;  and 
in  that  of  Edward  III.  about  70  great  councils  or  parlia- 
ments, and  to  thefe  parliaments  you  find  the  Commons 
w’crc  lummoned  ; therefore  it  is  ignorance  to  fay,  that  the 
Commons  were  feldcm  fummoned,  and  it  is  no  lefs  igno- 
rance to  fay  they  were  only  fummoned  for  money  ; for 
you  will  in  the  different  parliaments  of  thofe  reigns,  find 
the  Commons  occupied  with  the  fubjecis  of  war,  peace, 
treaty,  the  regulation  of  the  houfehold,  the  regulation 
of  the  king’s  councellors,  the  ftaple,  the  coinage,  the 
price  of  provifion,  the  conduct  of  minifiers,  and  the  mak- 
ing of  laws.  * 

And  if  authority  was  neceffary  to  fupport  hiftory,  you 
find  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  the  ftatute  of  herefy  taken 
off  the  roll,  beraufe  fmuggled  through  parliament  without 
the  affent  of  the  Commons.  You  find  Blackftone  exprefs 
in  declaring,  that  the  principle  of  the  conftitution  of  par« 
liament  as  it  now  ffands  v/as  laid  in  the  charter,  and  that 
it  exifled  in  fadl  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  You 
will  find  writs  extant,  and  the  purpofes  for  which  the 
Commons  were  called,  viz.  the  ardana  regni^  not  fubfidy, 
expreffed  in  thofe  writs,  and  you  will  for  the  whole  con- 
clude, that  this  advocate  for  abides  has  traduced  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  people,  and  that  inftead  of  being  called  fcl- 
dom,  and  then  only  fo?;  money,  the  Commons  w’ere  in  the 
purity  of  the  conftitution  an  effential  part  of  the  legifla- 
tion  ; and  you  will  alfo  find  that  they  were  The  reprefenta- 
tive  of  landed  and  commercial  property.  In  tracing  the 
errors  of  this  patron  of  abufes,  you  arrive  at  the  truths 
which  have  confufed  him  — He  had  probably  heard  of  a 
general  and  a particular  parliament,  but  had  not  learned 
to  diftinguifh  the  purpofes  sfor  which  they  were  called,  the 
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A-eneral  parliament  being  called  for  pupofes  afFecTing  the 
realm,  the  particular,  which  is  properly  called  a great  coun- 
cil, for  purpofes  affefling  the  order  of  men  only,  of  which 
that  council  was  compofed  ; probably  the  uncertainty  of  the 
writ  ol  fummons  was  another  caufe  of  his  confuiion,  but 
he  fhoiild  have  underflood  the  reafon,  and  then  he  would 
have  learned  that  the  writ  followed  the  property,  and  wheia^ 
the  borO-Ugh  was  decayed  was  not  directed  thereunto.  Thus 
5^  34  of  Edward  I.  you  6nd  a fummons  to  parliament  o/ 
one  or  tw-o  burgeifes  from  each  borough,  as  the  boroughs 
fhall  be  found  greater  or  lefs  ; why  r becaufe  the  re- 
prefentation  had  reference  to  the  property,  and  not  to  the 
name  *,  becaufe  though  the  Commons  were  an  elTential  part 
of  the  parliament,  the  particular  borough  was  not  an  ef- 
fential  part  of  the  Commons  ; becaufe  in  the  origin  of 
the  conftitution  there  was  a principle  of  reform  as  well 
as  of  property,  which  principle  was  then  very  improper- 
ly exercifed  by  act  of  prerogative,  and  which  it  is  now 
very  properly  propofed  fliould  be  exercifed.  by  adt  of  legi- 
flation. 

The  advocate  for  the  abufes  having  falfified  the  origin  of 
the  Commons,  proceeds  to  falfify  the  importance,  and  with 
precipitate  ignorance  and  (hallow  prefumption,  tells  us  that 
the  kcurity  of-  the  liberty  of  the  people  is  placed  in  the 
ariftocratic  influence  of  their  reprefentatives  ; and  the  igno- 
rance of  his  obfervatioii  he  applies  not  only  to  Ireland  but, 
to  Great  Britain  ; as  the  Englilh  Commons  encreafed  in 
ariftocratic  influence,  fays  the  patron  of  abufes,  their  liber- 
ties were  befl  defended.  It  is  not  fo,  it  is  almoft  diredVly 
the  contrary.  If  ne  meant  by  ariftocratic  influence  borough 
influence,  he  talks  idly,  and  if  he  means  wealth  he  exprefT- 
ffs  himfelf  improperly  ; liberty  was  not  beft  defended  as  the 
Commons  became  an  ariftocratic  power,  but  as  ariftocratic 
wealth  and  feudal  principality  were  alienated,  melted,  and 
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difFufed  among  the  Commons;  not  as  the  Commons  ceafed 
to  be  Commons,  but  as  great  men  became  Commons  by  alie- 
nation, and  fmall  men  became  ruch  b-y  commerce,  ?s  the 
Commons  grew  in  wealth  the  better  to  combat  that  arifto-^ 
cratic  influence,  and  not  as  they  themfelves  became  a part 
of  that  influence  and  ceafed  to  be  Commons.  To  the  ari- 
ftocratic  power,  which  the  patron  of  abufes  would  fet  up  as 
the  bulwark  of  freedom,  mufr  we  attribute  the  fall  of  free- 
dom and  the  cataflrophc  of  kings.  To  this  muff  we  attribute 
the  barons  war  and  five  depofitions,  and  to  the  diminution 
of  that  power  are  we  to  ^rfribute  the  b'lH  of  rights  and  the 
revolution,  both  carried  in  the  Commons  againll  the  altera- 
tions and  interpolations  attempted  by  this  arifiocratic  inter- 
pofition  and  influence.-  It  is  true,  though  the  power  of  the 
baron  is  gone,  the  influence  of  the  borough  patron  remains  ; 
and  therefore,  though  there  is  no  civil  war  there  will  con- 
tinue to  be  faction.  For  wherever  the  powers  of  the  confti- 
tution  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  oligarchy,  the  crown  and 
the  people  muft  alternately  capitulate,  the  one  for  his  free- 
dom and  the  other  for  his  prerogative  ; and  if  I were  to  come 
to  any  general  conclufion  on  this  part  of  the  fubje6t,  it  ~ 
would  be  that  the  diflurbance  of  Governmient  has  been  the 
effect  of  the  prevalence  of  oligarchy,  and  the  freedom  of 
the  people  the  efFed  of  its  decline. 

I do  not  prefs  the  patron  of  abufe  with  the  recolle^fbion 
of  the  caufes  which  recovered  and  fecured  the  liberty  of  his 
own  country  ; he  has  had  very  little  to  fay  to  them  *,  but  let 
me  inilrucl  him  and  tell  him  that  the  befb  fecurities  for  the 
liberty  of  the  people  is  their  wealth,  and  the  adequate  re- 
prefentation  of  that  wealth,  and  the  public  fpirit  animating 
that  reprefentation,  and  if  the  exifiing  reprefentation  is  too 
contracted  to  fufFer  thole  energies  to  aCt  wdthin  the  frame 
of  the  confiitulion,  that  frame  is  defeClive  and  the  liberties 
of  your  country  are  in  danger,  or  the  framer  of  your  con- 
fumtioR.  The 
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The  patron  of  abufes  having  attacked  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  at  laft  confeffes  his  own,  and  tells  you 
that  parliament  fiiould  not  be  independent,  that  is,  it  ought 
to  be  corrupt,  and  the  profligacy  of  his  opinion  he  attempts 
to  fupport  by  the  mifapplication  of  his  cafes ; and  he  men- 
tions, as  inftances  of  independency,  'the  long  parliament 
that  was  not  independent,  but  dragooned,  and  the  Nation- 
al Convention  of  France  that  is  dragooned  likewife ; but 
after  fuch  a declaration,  I fhould  fcorn  to  argue  with  the 
inapplication  of  his  cafes,  or  the  vveaknefs  of  his  logic  ; but 
I muft  prolefl  againft  the  profligacy  of  his  doctrines-— 
doctrines  fubverfive  of  liberty,  of  government,  Britifli  con- 
ne<5tion  and  moral  obligation.  Worfe  even  than  the  abufes 
fo  defended  is  a plan  I have  feen  for  their  reformation,  per- 
fonal  or  individual  reprefen tation. 

The  principle  of  fuch  a.  plan  Is  a complete,  avowed,  and 
unqualified  departure  from  the  vital  and  fundamental  article 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  in'pradtice  and  in  theory  ; and  I 
mufl:  fay,  fuch  an  outfet  requires  no  fmall  degree  of  mis- 
chievous and  fenfelefs  temerity.  With  equal  folly  does  this 
plan  violate  the  dearefi;  rights  of  man,  for  if  there  is  one 
right  of  man  entirely  indifputable,  it  is  that  which  gives  to 
the  individual  in  particular,  and  the  community  in  general, 
the  fruits  of  his  and  of  their  induflry ; thus  the  pafienger 
through  your  field,  or  the  labourer  on  your  farm,  has  no 
right  to  make  rules  for  the  management  of  the  farm,  nor 
havelhe  aggregate  of  labourers  or  of  non-proprietors  a right 
to  make  rules  or  ordinances  for  the  land  farms  or  trade  of 
the  community. 

This  reafoning  applies  very  ftrongly  to  the  cafe  of  Ireland, 
becaufe  it  appeared  on  the  hearth-money  furvey  of  the  lafi: 
year,  that  thofc  who  were  to  be  exempted  from  the  hearth- 
money  for  want  of  property,  were  more  than  half  of  our 
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inhabitants.  It  was  befides  inflftecl  on  by  the  obje£tors  tc 
reform  on  the  principle  of  property,  that  fuch  a principle 
excluded  the  majority  ; it  follows  that  the  plan  which  gives 
Totes  to  ail  the  inhabitants,  and  gives  away  to  that  majority 
the  fruits  of  the  indiiftry  of  the  community,  gives  away  the 
€ftate  of  the  landholder,  the  farm  of  the  freeholder,  the 
Icafe  of  the  leafeholder,  and  the  trade  of  the  citizen,  to  be 
ordered  and  difpofed  of  by  a majority,  who  are  confelTed  to 
have  neither  eftate,  nor  farm,  nor  leafe,  nor  trade.  That 
is  the  plan  that  robs  the  individual,  and  the  community  of 
the  fruits  of  their  induftry,  and  deftroys  the  reprefentation 
of  property.  Under  the  pretence  of  eftablifhing  a reprefen- 
tation of  exiftence,  it  deftroys  a principle  which  is  real  and 
facred,  to  cftablilh  a conceit  which  is  affeded  and  nonfenfi- 
cal. 

But  it  is  not  merely  to  thofe  who  have  neither  farm, 
freehold,  nor  trade,  that  this  plan  extends  the  right  of 
voting  ‘ — it  gives  the  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament to  all  the  common  foldiers,  to  the  refident  army, 
horfe,  foot  and  dragoons — to  the  police — to  the  fcavenger. 
it  goe/ farther,  it  gives  that  right  to  all  hofpitals,  to  almf- 
men,  to  Channel  row,  and  every  beggarman  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland.  It  goes  farther,  it  gives  that  right 
to  every  criminal — whiteboys  that  break  laws,  and  defen- 
ders who  fteal  arms  ; and  would  thus  prefent  you  with  a 
reprefentation  of  felons  as  well  as  of  paupers.  To  fuch  a 
monftrous  conftitution,  whofe  phrenly,  folly,  and  wicked- 
nefs,  muft  excite  at  once  your  fcorn  and  horror,  the  objec- 
tion is  not  merely  that  fuch  perfons  would  be  reprefented, 
but  the  perfons  who  have  no  property  in  land,  leale, 
freehold,  or  trade,  being  confeffedly  the  majority,  it  fol- 
lows under  fuch  a plan  that  fuch  perfons  alone  would  be 
reprefented,  and  that  the  landholder,  leafeholder,  farmer 
and  tyadefman,  confefledly  the  majority,  with  their  one 
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vote  only,  this  plan  allows^  them  no  more,  would  not  be 
reprefented  at  all,  it  follows  that  thofe  who  have  nothing 
in  land,  leafe,  farm,  or  trade,  would  return  the  parlia- 
ment ; that  is,  thofe  who  had  nothing  in  the  common 
flock  would  make  the  laws,  and  the  men  who  receive 
alms  would  vote  the  taxes/  You  held  the  Catholic  to  be  a 
flave  when  his  property  was  taxed  without  his  conlent  by 
the  Proteflant  ; the  plan  of  perfonal  reprefentation  does 
away  the  franchife  of  the  Catholic  bill,  and  taxes  both 
Proteftant  and  Catholic  without  the  confent  of  either,  by 
introducing  a new  fet  of  voters  who  fliall  outnumber  both, 
a body  who  have  not  with  refpefl  to  you,  like  the 
Catholics  in  property,  a common,  but  have  a diftinft  and 
oppofite  intercfl,  and  are  not  politically  the  fame,  but 
cfTentially  different  ; a body  who  put  nothing  into  the 
common  flock,  and  are  to  take  every  thing  out  of  it,  fome 
of  them  are  the  objedls  of  your  charity,  others  the  objects 
of  your  juftice,  and  all  of  them  now  invited  to  become 
inftruments  of  mifehief  and  members  of  government. — A 
plan  which  infults  the  beggar  with  a power  in  the  date, 
and  which  robs  the  people  of  their  influence  in  the  confli- 
tution  ; which  goes  againft  the  rights  of  man  and  the 
principles  of  the  Britilh  conflitution,  which  dedroys  all  the 
counties  ; which  takes  away  from  every  citizen  and 
freeholder  one  vote  by  regulation,  and  extinguiflies  by  the 
voice  and  votes  of  the  multitude  the  effefl  of  the  other  ; and 
which  by  its  direfl  and  indirect  operation,  taken  together, 
disfranchifes  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  with  fuch 
electors  as  have  none,  and  whofe  condition  alone,  however 
fubdivided  their  multitude,  would  make  an  eicdlion  a riot: 
with  fuch  an  unqualified  rout  the  plan  of  perfonal  reprefen- 
tation  becomes  more  alarming,  by  doubling  the  number  of 
eleflions  and  making  the  parliament  annual  ; that  is,  by 
dinainifhing  the  franchife  and  doubling  the  confufion, 
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afterwards  making  that  confufion  eternal,  fo  inftead  of  15® 
cleflions  once  in  eight  years,  vve  (liould  have  every  year  30® 
tlci^ions. 

Snppofe  a potwalloping  borough  without  even  the  re- 
Araint  of  a potwalloping  qualification  ; luppofc  an  eiecfion, 
of  which  Swords  gives  you  an  orderly  and  tranquil  image, 
multiplied  into  300  infiances,  and  blazing  out  every  year 
at  the  fame  moment  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  : Trade, 
induftry,  government,  order,  liberty,  external  confe- 
quence  and  internal  repofe,  in  (hort,  young  Ireland,  what 
muft  be  her  lot  ? while  the  bufinefs  of  your  legiflatmn, 
your  trade,  and  your  agriculture  flood  fiill,  to  give  way  to 
this  univerfal  canvafs  and  univerfal  difcrder,  to  this  per* 
manent  intoxication  and  revolutionary  riot. 

To  defiroy  the  influence  of  landed  property  is  the  object 
of  individual  reprefentation,  but  its  immediate  effefl  would 
be  to  extinguifh  the  people.  The  rich  might  for  a time 
make  a firuggle  ; they  might  in  fome  places  buy  a mob, 
who  by  fuch  a plan  would  be  all  electors  ; they  might  befet 
the  huttings  with  their  retainers,  who  by  fuch  a plan  would 
all  be  electors,  or  they  might  purchafe  the  votes  of  that 
great  body  of  electors  introduced  by  fuch  a plan  Into  the 
conftitution,  all  the  beggars  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
minifter  too,  for  the  fliort  time  fuch  a plan  fufiered  king 
or  minifter,  could  in  the  corrupt  confufion  of  fuch  elections 
prefcrve  fome  influence  by  the  application  of  the  treafury 
and  the  command  of  the  army,  he  could  have  all  the 
fwords  and  votes  of  ail  the  common  foldiers.  But  the 
farmer  and  the  citizen  could  have  none  of  thofe  advan- 
tages, and  indeed,  what  farmer  or  citizen  would  00  to  the 
buffings  or  a medley  of  offenders  met  on  a plan,  where 
bayonets,  bludgeons  and  whiskey,  elecled  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ? In  the  mean  time,  the  refpe^  which  the  land- 
lord 
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lord  and  candidate  now  pay  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  citizen 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  inftead  of  reforting  to  the  farmer 
for  his  vote  and  intereft,  the  fquire  would  go  to  the 
farmer’s  dung-yard,  and  canvafs  the  boys  of  his  bawn, 
who  would  have  more  votes,  though  neither  farm  nor 
freehold ; the  confequence  of  the  citizen  would  be  at  an 
end  alfo,  and  inftead  of  going  to  his  fhop  to  ask  the  tradef- 
man  for  his  vote,  the  candidate  would  apply  to  the  beggar 
on  the  bridge,  or  the  fcavenger  in  the  kennel,  or  to  the 
hofpitals,  or  Channel-row,  and  thofe  places  where  the 
poor  are  now  wifely  fupplied  with  bread,  inftead  of  being 
intoxicated  with  hand-bills,  offering  in  the  place  of  bread, 
the  hopes  of  returning  the  parliament,  and  becoming  a 
third  conftitutive  part  of  the  legiflature. 

Such  would  be  the  ftate  of  eledlion,  under  this  plan  of 
perfonal  reprefentation,  which  from  a revolution  of  power 
would  fpeedily  lead  to  a revolution  of  property,  and 
become  a plan  of  plunder  as  well  as  a fcene  of  confufton  ; 
for  if  you  transfer  the  power  of  the  ftate  to  thofe  who  have 
nothing  in  the  country,  they  will  afterward  transfer  the 
property,  and  annex  it  once  more  to  the  power  in  their 
own  perfons ; — give  them  your  power  and  they  will  give 
themfelves  your  property  ; of  fuch  a reprefentation  as  this 
plan  would  provide,  the  firft  ordinance  would  be  robbery, 
accompanied  with  the  circumftance  incidental  to  robbery, 
murder  ! Such  we  have  feen  in  France  on  a fimiiar  experi- 
ment. There  were  two  models  for  thofe  who  undertook 
.to  reform  the  legiflature — the  principles  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution,  with  all  its  profperity,  the  confufions  of  the 
French  with  all  its  maffacres  j deliberately  have  the  authors 
of  the  plan  of  perfonal  reprefentation  preferred  the  latter. 
Their  plan  at  another  time  had  been  only  evidence  of  utter 
incapacity,  at  this  time  and  with  the  circumftance  of  its 
moft  active  circulation,  it  is  a proof  of  the  worft  in  tentions ; 

their 
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their  plan  is  an  elementary  French  conftitution,  fcnt  to  th« 
different  cabins  of  Ireland  for  their  adoption  ; it  is  an  invi- 
tation unavailing,  confidering  the  general  loyalty  of  the 
people,  I allow,  but  not  the  lefs  wicked  and  vicious,  an 
invitation,  I fay,  from  a blafted  Jacobin  fociety  to  the  pea- 
fantry,  to  rife  in  a mafs  and  demand  a French  conftitution, 
under  the  mask  of  reforming  the  parliament — as  fuch  I 
would  rcfift  it.-— As  fuch,  as  long  as  there  is  fpirit  or  com- 
mon fenfe  in  the  kingdom,  we  will  all  and  for  ever  reftft 
it — but  though  the  perpetration  of  the  attempt  you  may 
defy,  yet  the  mifehief  of  the  attempt  you  muft  acknow- 
ledge. It  has  thrown  back  for  the  prefent  the  chance  of 
any  rational  improvement  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  and  has  betrayed  the  fate  of  a good  reform  to  the 
hopes  of  a fhabby  infurredfion.  There  are  two  characters 
equally  enemies  to  the  reform  of  parliament,  and  equally 
enemies  to  the  government — the  leveller  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  friend  of  its  abufes  ; they  take  different  roads  to 
arrive  at  the  fame  end  ; the  levellers  propofc  to  fubvert  the 
king  and  parliamentary  conftitution  by  a rank  and 
unqualified  democracy,  the  friends  of  its  abufes  propofe 
to  fupport  the  king  and  govern  the  parliament,  and  there- 
fore in  the  end  to  overfet  both  by  a rank  and  an  avowed 
corruption.  They  are  both  incendiaries  ; the  one  inflames 
the  people  by  fcnfelefs  flattery,  the  other  by  fenfelefs  petu- 
lance ; the  one  would  deftroy  government  to  pay  his  court 
to  liberty — the  other  would  deftroy  liberty  to  pay  his  court 
to  government  ; but  the  liberty  of  the  one  would  be  con- 
fufion,  and  the  government  of  the  other  would  be  pollu- 
tion. The  one  is  % hypocrite  that  in  the  mimic  trances  of 
public  zeal  would  overfet  the  throne — the  other  is  a faucy 
Have  more  deftitute  of  virtue  than  of  talent,  who  wraps 
himfelf  up  In  the  threadbare  gown  of  zeal  for  government, 
and  ftabs  his  country  to  the  heart.  Thus  thefe  oppofitc 
and  bad  characters  would  meet  at  laft  on  the  ground  of 
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their  commoii  mifchlef,  the  ruins  of  the  beft  regulations 
that  ever  diftinguiflied  human  wifdom,  thofe  that  limit 
the  power  of  the  crown,  and  thofe  that  reftrain  the  ira- 
petuofity  of  the  people. 

Adverting  to  your  conftitution  with  particular  care,  t 
find  in  its  prefent  defective  flate  of  reprefentation,  we  have 
neither  reprefentation  of  property  nor  of  any  proportion  of 
property  ; it  appeared  that  lefs  than  90,  but  in  faft,  I be- 
lieve, about,  40  individuals,  return  a vaft  majority  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons — of  property  it  will  be  found  that  thofe 
perfons  who  return  that  majority  (it  is  I believe  two-thirds) 
have  not  an  annual  income  of  300,000/.  while  they  give  and 
grant  above  3,000,000/. — that  is,  the  taxes  they  give  are 
ao  times,  and  the  property  they  taxis  infinitely,  greater 
than  the  property  they  reprefent ; this  conftitution  of  dif- 
proportion — this  reprefentation  of  perfon,  not  property,  of 
the  perfons  of  a few  individuals  is  lefs  defenfible  when  you 
look  to  its  origin,  I have  heard  of  the  antiquity  of  bo- 
rough reprefentation  in  Ireland — it  is  a grofs  aad  monftrous 
impofition,  this  borough  reprefentation  is  upftart,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  created  by  James  I.  for  the 
known  and  profefted  purpofe  of  modelling  parliament. 
Hear — hear  the  account  of  that  proje£l  in  Ireland.  Chief 
Baron  Gilbert  fays,  “ the  conftitution  of  boroughs  did  not 
arife  from  burgage  tenures  as  in  England,  but  from 
conceflions  from  the  king  to  fend  members  created  in  latter 
times,  when  by  fecuring  an  intereft  in  fuch  towns  proper 
reprefentatives  to  ferve  the  turn  of  the  court  were  fent  to 
parliament.*' — In  Leland,  you  find  them  deferibed  as 
follows  : — « A number  of  new  boroughs,  moft  of  them 
inconfidcrable,  and  many  too  poor  to  afford  wages  to  re- 
prefentatives, muft  be  entirely,  devoted  to  government, 
and  muft  return  its  creatures'  and  dependants  ; fuch  an 
accefiion  of  power  could  not  fail  to  encourage  adminiftration 
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to  purfue  the  dictates  of  its  paflions  and  refcntments.  The 
perfons  returned  were — whom  ? — clerks,  attornies,  and 
fervants  6f  the  Lord  Deputy  ; there  is  the  facred  model 

But,  fay  gentlemen,  the  boroughs  have  in  their  operati- 
on done  prodagies  ; — one  great  operation  has  been  to  tax 
the  country  at  large  for  fmall  places  and  penlions  for  bo- 
rough reprefentatives.  See  how  the  conftitution  by  borough 
and  not  reprefentation  worked  previous  to  the  revolution, 
it  fcarcely  worked  at  all.  Of  the  laft  century,  near  85 
years  at  different  intervals  paffed  without  a parliament — 
from  1585  to  i6i2,  that  is,  27  years,  no  parliament — 
from  1648  to  1661,  13  years,  no  parliament — from  i666to 
1692,  that  is,  26,  no  parliament.— Before  the  revolution 
it  thus  appears  that  with  the  rights  and  the  name,  Ireland 
had  not  the  profeffion  of  a parliamentary  conflitution — and 
it  will  appear  fince  the  revolution,  fhe  had  no  conffitutioual 
parliament.  From  1692  to  1768,  near  70  years,  almoft 
two-thirds  of  a century,  the  tenure  was  during  the  life  of 
the  King ; fince  that  time  of  limitation  of  the  term  there 
have  been  two  reforms  in  the  effence  of  parliament,  but^ 
reforms  which  I fhall  diftinguifh  from  the  conftitutional 
reform  defired  in  the  bill,  by  the  appellations  of  anthre- 
forms-  The  firfl:  anti-reform  procured  by  the  treafury, 
was  the  creation  of  a number  of  new  parliamentary 
provifions,  in  the  years  69,  70  and  71,  for  the  purpofe  of 
creating  reprefentatives  of  the  minifter  to  counteract  and 
counterbalance  the  reprefentatives  of  the  ariftocracy  ; this 
anti-reform  or  modelling  of  the  legiflature  was  emphati- 
cally defcribed  and  authoritatively  confeiTed,  by  a memora- 
ble declaration  and  fcandalous  judifcation,  and  the  govern- 
ment was  faid  to  have  paid,  for  defeating  the’  ariftocratic 
influence,  a fum  of  half  a million,  a fuin  which  would 
have  bought  50  boroughs  to  be  open  to  the  people,  and 
which  the  people  wxre  declared  to  have  paid  to  procure  a 

certain 
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pertain  number  of  members  in  parliament  to  reprefent  the 
miniftcr. 

The  fecond  period  of  anti-reform  was  in  89,  when  the 
fame  fum  was  declared  as  likely  to  be  expended  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  more  reprefent  a- 
tives  of  the  then  minifter  to  countera61:  the  remaining 
ftrength  of  the  r^prefentatives  of  the  ariftocracy,  that  is, 
when  15  new  parliamentary  provifions  were  created,  to 
procure  15  new  minifterial  reprefentatives  •,  here  is  the 
other  half  million,  and  here  are  two  anti-reforms,  which 
have  coft  the  nation  as  much  as  would  buy  100  boroughs^ 
that  is,  all  the  boroughs.  Which  (the  1 5 new  court  re- 
prefentatives of  89  being  added  to  thofe  of  69  or  about  that 
period,  and  to  the  gradual  additions  fince)  make  altogether 
from  40  to  50  new  additional  reprefentatives  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  is  a number  nearly  equal  to  all  the  knights  of 
the  {hire. 

I have  heard  the  word  inno7ation — would  they  who 
exclaim  thus  call  40  additional  ^members  to  the  couhties, 
innovation,  and  40  additional  members  to  the  minifters 
none  ? — is  the  extent  of  the  principle  of  reprefentation  to 
more  county  members  innovation  ? — and  the  fubverfion  of 
that  principle  in  the  inftances,  I fpeak  of,  none  ? Is  a fuller 
and  fairer  reprefentation  of  property  on  the  principles  of 
the  conflitution  innovation,  and  a fuller  reprefentation  of 
the  treafury  none  ? The  quehion  is  not  now,  whether 
you  will  admit  the  idea  of  a reform  of  parliament,  but  hav- 
ing admitted  and  fubmitted  to  innovation  in  the  lhape  of 
abufe,  whether  you  will  not  now  counteraft  that  abufc  in 
the  fbape  of  reformation?  Gentlemen  fpeak  of  a fixed 
conflitution — Sir,  thefe  boroughs  are  not  a fixed  conftitu- 
tion,  but  floating  property,  a provifion  for  younger  chil- 
dren, a payment  for  debts,  and  a mortgage  on  the  treafury 
for  the  family  of  the  proprietor  5— the  queflion  is  then, 
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whether  a property  which  is  nov*’’  at  market  (hall  be  bought 
by  individuals  or  opened  to  the  people  ? Whether  the  mi- 
nifter  (hall  from  time  to  time  buy  fuch  portions  of  your 
conftitution,  as  fhall  fecure  him  at  all  times  a majority 
againft  the  people  ; or  a reform  fhall  fo  controul  that 
influence  as  to  fecure  to  the  people  the  chance  of  a majority 
in  their  own  houfe  of  parliament  ? 

When  I fay  this  is  a queftion,  I am  in  error ; it  can  be 
no  queftion,  or  at  leafl:  this  is  the  only  aflcmbly  in  which 
it  could  he  a queftion  ; let  not  gentleman  complain  of  ftir- 
ying  the  fubjeft  j they  ftirred,  they  decided  the  fubjedt,  they 
who  negociated  the  half  million— they  who  created  in  lySq, 
the  memorable  increafe  of  court  reprefentatipa — they  who 
confefled  the  half  million,  and  they  who  devifed  the  fale 
of  the  peerage.  We  are  only  the  advocates  for  a reform  of 
parliament — but  they  are  the  evidence  of  its  neceflity ; they 
do  not  draw  that  conclufion  thcmfelves  ; no,  but  they  are 
the  evidence  that  force  the  pnelufion  upon  you. 

Gentlemen  have  talked  of  innovation ; have  they  conft- 
dered  the  date  of  boroughs  when  they  talk  in  this  manner  ? 
Many  of  thefc  boroughs  were  at  firft  free  boroughs,  per- 
haps one  half  of  the  whole  was  free  by  charter,  and  have 
been  made  clofe  boroughs  by  its  violation,  and  are  in  law 
extiiJ(n:,  and  their  members  now  fit  in  this  Houfe  in  face 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution  We  moved  to  go  laft  feflion  into  an  examina- 
tion, but  gentlemen  were  afraid ; we  wifh  'to  go  now  into, 
an  examination,  and  if  they  will  venture,  we  have  reafon 
to  think  wc  can  fhow  you  that  many  of  thofe  boroughs  are 
dead  in  law,  and  their  members  *fit  here  by  intrufion. 

Wc  conclude  this  head,  by  three  obfervations  : ift,  That 
in  Ireland  the  erection  of  the  majority  of  boroughs,  was 
with  a view  to  lubvert  her  parliamentary  conftitution.  2d, 

That 
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That  the  ufc  made  of  thofc  boroughs  fince,  by  the  falc  of 
peerages,  and  by  the  procuring  at  each  general  cledlioij 
portions  of  the  parliament,  has  tended  to  undermine  that 
conftitution.  3d,  That  a great  part  of  thofe  boroughs 
have  this  moment  no  exiftence  in  law.  We  therefore  con- 
clude with  Locke  ai^d  Bolinghroke  ; 

Things  of  this  world  are  in  fo  conftant  a flux,  that  no- 
thing remains  long  in  the  fame  flate  ; thus  people,  riches, 
trade,  power,  change  their  ftations,  flourifhing  mighty 
cities  come  to  ruin,  and  prove  in  time  negle^ed  dcfolate 
corners  ; whilft  other  unfrequented  places  grow  into  popu- 
lous countries,  filled  with  wealth  and  inhabitants.  But 
things  not  always  changing  equally,  and  private  intetefl: 
often  keeping  up  cufloms  and  privileges  when  the  rcafons 
of  them  are  ceafed,  it  often  comes  to  pafs,  that  in  govern- 
ments, where  part  of  the  legiflative  confifts  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  chofen  by  the  people,  that  in  tra6l  of  time,  this  rc- 
prefentation  becomes  very  unequal  and  difproportioned  to 
the  reafons  it  was  at  firft  eftablifhed  upon.  To  what  grofs 
abfurditics  the  following  of  cuftom,  when  rcafon  has  left 
it,  may  lead,  we  may  be  fatisfied,  when  we  fee  the  bare 
name  of  a town,  of  which  there  remain  not  fo  much  as  the 
ruins,  where  fcarce  fo  much  houfing  as  a Ihccpcotc,  or  more 
inhabitants  than  a fhepherd,  are  to  be  found,  fends  as  many 
reprefentatives  to  the  grand  aflembly  of  law-makers,  as  a 
whole  county,  numerous  in  people,  and  powerful  in  riches, 
this  ftrangers  flands  amazed  at,  and  every  one  muft  confefs 
needs  a remedy.’' 

Speaking  of  the  revolution,  Lord  Bolinghroke  adds,  « If 
it  had  been  fucli,  with  refpedl  to  the  elections  of  members 
to  ferve  in  parliament,  thefe  elcflions  might  have  been 
drawn  back  to  the  ancient  principle  on  which  they  had  been 
eftablilhed  ; and  the  talc  of  property  which  was  followed 
^nticntly,  and  was  perverted  by  innumerable  changes  that 

length 
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length  of  time  produced,  might  have  been  reftored  ; hy 
which  the  communities  to  whom  the  right  of  clefting  was 
trufted,  as  well  as  the  qualification  of  the  eledlors  and  the 
defied,  might  have  been  fettled  in  proportion  to  the  pre- 
fent  fiate  of  things.  Such  a remedy  might  have  wrought 
a radical  cure  to  the  evil  that  threatens  our  conftitution  ; 
whereas,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended,  even  from 
experience,  that  all  others  are  merely  palliative  ; and  yet  the 
palliative  muft  be  employed  no  doubt,  till  the  fpecific  can 
be  procured.” 

A divifion  took  place,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Hercules 
JLiangrilhe,  that  the  bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  firft  of 


Auguft, 

Ayes, 

142 

Noes, 

— 44 

Majority  — 98. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  his  E^ccellency  clofed  tho  feffioR 
with  the  following  fpeech. 

Afy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  important  objects  which  engaged  your  attention 
being  concluded,  I am  enabled  to  relieve  you  from  further  • 
attendance  in  parliament. 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  exprefs  his  mofi:  en- 
tire fatisfaflion  in  the  zeal  and  unanimity  which  have 
governed  your  proceedings  during  the  prefent  feflion,  and 
the  chearfulncfs  with  which  you  have  provided  for  the 
extraordinary  emergencies  of  the  ftate.  This  condufl,  fo 
honourable  to  yourfelves,  muft  elTcntially  tend  to  preferve 
the  internal  tranquillity  of  your  country,  to  maintaiin 
that  free  conftitution  under  which  they  enjoy  fuch  ineftim-  i 

able 
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• able  blellings,  and  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  general  in- 
tcrefts  cf  the  empire  and  to  the  common  caufe  of  Europe, 

Gentlemen  cf  the  Houje  cf  Commons^ 

“ I am  directed  by  his  Majefiy  to  return  you  his  thanks 
for  the  liberal  fupplies  you  have  voted  for  the  public  fer- 
vice.  You  may  rely  on  the  faithful  application  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  granted. 

‘‘  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Kis  Majefty  feels  with  the  moft  cordial  pleafure  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  cf  Ireland,  and  the  afFedlionate  determi- 
nation they  have  always  (hewn  to  Hand  or  falL  with  Great 
Britain.  In  the  conteft,  in  which  we  are  engaged  by  the  un- 
provoked aggrefiion  of  France,  meafures  of  the  mofi:  vigor- 
ous nature  continue  to  be  requifite,  and  his  Majefiy 
will  perfevere  in  his  exertions,  in  conjun^lion  with  his 
allies,  againft  the  common  enemy.  Under  Divine  Provi- 
dence, on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  on  the  difciplined 
valour  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  united  efibits  of  all 
his  fubje(!ds,  his  Majefty  relies  for  a favourable  ifilie  to  a war, 
which  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  is  waged  againft  the  en- 
vied liberty  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  eftabliftied  govern- 
ment of  every  ftate  in  Europe. 

“ I applaud  your  wlfdom  in  pafiing  an  afl  for  preferving 
the  property  within  this  kingdom  of  perfons  refident  ifl 
France,  from  becoming  the  plunder  of  thofe  who  have  u- 
furped  the  government  of  that  unhappy  country.  It  is 
peculiarly  our  duty  to  fupport  the  fecurity  of  private  pro- 
perty, and  to  maintain  the  principles  of  juftice,  when  doc  . 
trines  have  been  advanced,  and  attempts  endeavoured  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  for  the  deftruction  of  both. 

I am  forry  to  inform  you,  that  in  fome  parts  cf  the 
county  of  Cork,  the  people,  deluded  by  the  artifices  of 
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wicked  and  deGgning  men,  have  aGembled  in  numerous 
bodies,  and  have  compelled  many  to  take  oinlawful  oaths> 
The  timely  exertions  of  the  magi  Grates,  aided  by  the  fpiri- 
ted  condu£l  ofhis  MajeGy^s  regular  and  militia  forces,  have 
nearly  fuppreffed  thofe  difturbances.  No  attention  fhall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  the  protection  of  the  peaceable  and 
induftrious,  and  to  the  puniGiment  of  offenders  agalnft  the 
law,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  who  have  inftigated  the  igno- 
rant to  the  commiflion  of  fuch  dangerous  crimes. 

The  early  concluGon  of  the  feflion  will  enable  you,  in 
your  refpeflive  counties,  to  enforce  a due  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  to  inculcate  that  fpirit  of  loyalty  to  the  King  and 
attachment  to  our  happy  coriftitution,  which  has  fo  eminent- 
ly diftinguiffied  your  conduil, 

I am  truly  fenCble  of  the  repeated  teftimonies  I have 
received  of  your  confidence  and  fupport,  for  which  I return 
you  my  moft  fincere  thanks,  and  Giall  endeavour  to  enfure 
their  continuance  by  employing  every  power  with  which! 
am  invefted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  tranquillity 
and  the  advantage  of  this  kingdom,  and  by  faithfully  re- 
prefenting  to  his  MajeGy  your  unremitting  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  Ireland,  and  your  unanimous  exertions  for  the 
general  caufe  of  the  empire.” 

The  parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  May  following. 
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CHAP.  lil. 

^r.ceeedings  out  of  parliament — addrejs  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  to  their  refpsdive  diocejfcs^  in  — Dr,  Troy's 

pajioral  infiruEliom—ExtraBs  therefrom— Ademorial  of 
the  IriJIi  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  to  the  Pope,  refpe^iing 
the  oath  of  confecration — anfwer  of  his  HoUnefs — the  politi- 
calfentiments  avowedly  the  Roman  clergy — Trial  of  PI. 
Rowan,  Efq.  1794 — proceedings  of  the  fociety  of  United 
Irijhmen — their  plan  for  a parliamentary  reform- — their  ad^ 
drefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 


E fliall  now  difcontlnue,  for  a v^hile  , the  ftatemenf 
of  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  take  notice  of  fome  puh-  ' 
iic  tranfa£l;ions  which  occur’d  out  of  parliament. 

The  reader  muft  have  obferved,  that  the  peace  of  this 
country  ftill  continued  to  be  difturbed  by  infurgents  in  cer- 
tain diftri^fs — a circumftance  which  afforded  fome  argu- 
ment againft  the  further  extenfion  of  indulgence  to  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics  : another  objeftion  arofe  from  the  fuppoffd 
impoflibilicy  that  they  could  ever  entertain  a tinccre  friend- 
fhip  for  perfons  of  a different  communion — or  become 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls  to  a Troteftant  prince. 

This  fuppoiition  was  founded  (amongft .other  principles) 
on  a claufe  in  the  oath  taken  by  the  Roman  Catholic  arch- 
bifliops  at  the  time  of  their  confecration,  which  oath  tef;?' 
hes  their  allegiance  to  the  See  of  Rome,  and  contains  the 
following  exprefEon  viz.  “ Heereticos  perfequar  et  impugnahoP 
i'rom  which  it  was  inferM  to  be  a general  and  indifpenfable 
principle  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  perfecutc’ 
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and  wage  war  againft  Proteftants  on  every  poffible  oc- 
cafion. 

It  appears  however,  from  what  has  been  recorded  in 
a former  part  of  this  work,  that  confiderable  exertions  had  '' 
from  time  to  time  been  made  by  the  dignified  and  others 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  to  fiipprefs  thofe  difiurb- 
ances  which  had  fo  frequently  taken  place,  by  exhorting 
their  flock  to  a peaceable  demeanour  and  due  fubmiflion 
to  the  laws,  and  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrates. 

In  1793,  an  addrefs  to  the  Roman  Catholics  was  pub* 
liflied  and  ilgned  by  the  different  prelates,  as  follows. 

DnbJhi^  J ami  ary  25,  1793* 

Dear  Chrijiians^ 

“IT  has  been  our  conflant  practice,  as  it  is  our  indifpenfa- 
ble  duty,  to  exhort  you  to  manifefl:  on  all  occafions,  that 
unCliaken  loyalty  to  his  Majefly,  and  obedience  to  the  laws, 
which  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion  infpire  and  com- 
mand. This  loyalty  and  obedience  have  ever  peculiarly 
(iiflinguiihed  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  We  do  not 
conceive  a doubt  of  their  being  actuated  at  the  prelent  by 
the  lame  lentiments  ; but  think  it  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  a mofl;  lively  gratitude  to  our  beloved  lovereign  fliou'd 
render  their  loyalty  and  love  of  order,  if  poffible,  more 
confpicuous.— Our  gracious  king,  the  common  father  of  all 
his  people,  has,  v/lth  peculiar  energy,  recommended  his 
faithful  Roman  Cathplic  lubjetfls  of  this  kingdom  to  the 
wildom  and  liberty  of  our  enhghtened  parliament.  Plow 
can  we,  dear  chriftians,  exprels  our  heartfelt  acknowledg- 
ments for  this  fignal  and  unprecedented  inftance  of  royal 
benevolence  and  cOiidefcenfion  I — Words  are  inlufficient ; 
but  your  continued  loyal  and  peaceable  conduct  will  more 
effeffaally  proclaim  them,  and  in  a manner  equally,  if  not 

more 
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more  fatisfaclory  and  pleafing  to  his  majefty  and  parliament. 
— Avoid  then,  we  conjure  you,  deareft  brethren,  every 
appearance  of  riot  j attend  to  you#  induftrious  purfuits  for 
the  fupport  and  comfort  of  your  families  ; fly  from  idle 
afTemblies  ; abflain  from  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous 
and  intoxicating  liquors  ; praclice  the  duties  of  our  holy 
religion  ; This  conduft  fo  pleafing  to  Heaven,  will  alfo 
prove  the  moft  powerful  recommendation,  of  your  prefent 
claims,  to  our  amiable  fovereign,  to  both  houles  of  parlia- 
ment, to  the  magiftrates,  and  to  all  our  well-meaning  fellow 
fubje^ls  of  every  defcription. — None  but  the  evil  minded 
can  rejoice  at  y6ur  being  concerned  in  any  difturbance. 

We  cannot  but  declare  our  utmoft  and'  confcientious 
deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  the  enormities  lately  commit- 
ted, by  feditious  and  mifguided  wretches- of  every  religious 
denomination,  in  fome  counties  of  this  kingdom : they  arc 
enemies  to  God  and  man,  the  outcafts  of  fociety,  and  a 
difgrace  to  chriftlanity  : We  conlider  the  Roman  Catholics 
amongft  them,  unworthy  of  the  appellation  *,  whether  act- 
ing for  themfelves,  or  feduced  to  outrage  by  the  arts  of  de- 
figning  enemies  to  us,  and  to  national  profperity,  intimately 
conneffed  with  cur  emancipation.  Offer  ycur  prayers, 
deareft  brethren,  to  the  Father  of  Mercy,  that  he  may  in- 
fpire  thefe  deluded  people  with  fentiments  becoming 
chritVians  and  good  lubje^s  *,  fupplicate  the  Almighty  Ruler 
and  dilpofer  of  empires,  whom  kings  relgn^  and  law- 
givers decree  juji  things.  Prov.  viii.  15.]  to  direfl  his 
majefty’s  councils,  and  forward  his  benevolent  intention  to 
unite  all  his  Irifh  lubjedls  in  bonds  of  common  intereft,  and 
common  endeavours  for  the  prefervaiion  of  peace  and  good 
order,  and  for  every  purpofe  tending  to  increafe  and  fecurc 
national  profperity. 

Befeech  the  Tlirone  of  Mercy  alfo,  to  afftft  both  houfes 
of  parliament  in  their  important  deliberations ; that  they 

may 
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n:ay  be  dirtinguifhed  by  coniummate  wifdom  and  liberality^ 
for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  relief  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjecTts. 

* Under  the  pleafing  expcflation  of  your  chearful  complin 
ance  with  tbefe  our  carneft  folicitations,  we  moft  fincerely 
willi  you  every  blel^ng  in  this  life,  and  everlafting  happiiiefs 
of  the  next  ^ through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrlft,  Amen/* 

John  Thomas  Troy^  D.  D.  Richard  O'Riellyy  D.  D* 
Dominick  Eellem)^  D.  D.  Thomas  Bray^  D.  Di 

Cs’r.  John  Cruifcy  D.  D. 

^ Tn  the  fame  year  a paftoral  inftru£lion  on  the  duties  of 
Chriftian  citizens,  addrefsed  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
Archdiocefs  of  Dublin  was  publifhed  by  the  Right  Rev.  J.  J. 
Troy,  D.  D.  &c. — from  which  we  fele(St  the  following 
cxtra£V,  to  fhew  what  were  the  opinions  publicly  acknow- 
ledged and  propagated  by  the  heads  of  the  Catholic  per- 
fuahon. 

Tuilice  (fays  the  Do£lor)  calls  on  us,  deareft  brethreng 
to  proclaim  v/itli  gratitude,  the  humanity  and  benevolence 
exercifed  in  the  moft  calamitous  times,  by  the  executive 
government,  with  refpedt  to  fome  laws  againft  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  ; clpecially  ftnee  the  acceftion  of  the  illuftri- 
ous  houfe  of  Brunfivick  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms.  The 
magiftrates  in  moft  places,  imitating  the  tendernefs  and 
‘ aft'eftion  of  the  King  towards  all  his  good  fubjedts,  fre- 
quently connived  at  the  exercife  of  our  religious  rites,  and 
enforced  the  laws  againft  the  harmlefs  minifters  of  religion 
with  reludtance  *,  but,  unhappily,  neither  they,  nor  his 
Hajefty,  could  prevent  the  cruel  operation  of  laws  refpedt- 
irg  the  property  of  Catholics.  In  confequcnce  of  thefe  un- 
natural laws,  which  encouraged  the  rebellion  of  a child 
againft  his  parent,  the  eftates  and  property  of  ancient 
Csthclic  families  were  divided,  and  frequently  become  the 
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joint  property  of  an  unprincipled  and  villainous  informer. 
Numberlefs  Catholic  and  loyal  families  were  reduced  to 
poverty  in  this  manner  j and  fubmitted  to  it,  rather  than 
perjure  themfelves  by  taking  oaths  irreconcilable  with  their 
religious  principles,  and  confcience. 

It  was  referred  for  the  aufpicious  reign  of  our  prefent  ^ 
moft  gracious  fovcrelgn  king  George  III,  the  father  of  all 
his  people,  to  alleviate  the  oppreffion  under  which  his 
faithful  Iriih  Roman  Catholic  fubjedis  had  fo  long,  and  fo 
patiently  grounded.  He  coniidered  their  dutiful  remon- 
ftrances,  and  fubmitted  them  to  an  enlightened  and  hu- 
mane parliament  ; which,  equally  fenlibic  of  the  loyal 
and  peaceable  conduct  of  this  deferring  body  during  a 
long  period  of  perfecution,  concurred  with  his  Majefty  in 
repealing  feveral  penal  laws  affecting  the  exercife  of  their 
religion,  and  fecurity  of  their  landed  property. 

This  merited  condefenfion  In  his  Majefty  and  parliament 
has,  as  was  naturally  expelled,  produced  the  happieft  ef- 
fects. Arts,  commerce,  manufactures,  tillage  and  in- 
duftry  are  promoted  with  an  energy  and  fuccefs  hitherto 
tinknown ; and  mull:  necelTarily  advance  in  proportion  to 
the  legal  proteCbon  afforded  the  Roman  Catholics  ; as  they 
compofe  the  great  body  of  the  Iri£h  people. 

A continuation  of  the  fame  loyal  and  peaceable  demean- 
our which  recommended  us  to  the  attention  of  his  Majefty 
and  parliament,  is  the  moft  effectual  meafure  to  enfure  their 
benevolence,  and  crown  our  humble  applications  for  eman- 
cipation with  fucceTs.  Our  religion  ftriCtiy  forbids  riot  of 
any  kind,  and  prudence  dictates  the  moft  zealous  en- 
deavours to  prevent  even  the  appearance  of  it.  None  but 
the  feditious,  or  the  enemies  of  fubordination  and  national 
profperity,  and  of  our  emancipation  which  is  intimately 
connected  with  it,  can  be  pleafed  at  your  being  concerned 
in  any  commotion.  Interefted  perfons  only  can  rejoice 
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at  any  imprudence  on  our  part.  Beware  then,  we  conjure 
you,  deareft  brethren,  of  their  inildious  attempts  to  feducc 
you  from  the  allegiance  due  and  fworn  to  his  Majcfty; 
under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  reform,  or  of  alTerting  your 
rights,  Refle£l:,  we  befeech  you,  that  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  and  rights  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  are 
efcablilhed  by  the  principles  of  our  happy  conftitution,  and 
that  any  attempt  to  diminifli  the  conftitutlonal  rights  of  the 
king,  of  the  lords,  or  of  the  commons,  tends  to  demoiifli 
the  venerable  llruflure  raifed  by  our  anceftors  to  fecurc  true 
liberty,  property,  and  peace  to  all  ranks  of  fociety  in  this 
kingdom. 

We  have  recently  in  conjun£lion  with  fome  of  our 
venerable  brethren  exprelTed  our  confeientious  abhorrence  of 
the  outrages  committed  in  lo'me  counties  of  this  kingdom, 
by  malicious  of  deluded  perfons  of  different  religious  per- 
fuafions,  ftyling  themfelves  Defenders  ; but  who  are  in  eficifl 
the  vileft  Offenders^  and  tranfgreffors  of  divine  and  human 
laws  : We  have  declared  fuch  wretched  and  unthinking 
Catholics  as  are,  or  may  be  concerned  in  thefe  predatory 
riots,  unworthy  of  that  appellation,  and  a difgrace  to 
Chriflianity.  We  now  repeat  the  fame,  and  conjure  you  to 
promote  the  public  peace  by  every  means  in  your  power  5 
and  to  guard  againft  the  artifices  of  intriguing  men,  defi- 
rous  to  ir»volve  you  in  tumult  and  {edition,  in  order  to  ren- 
der our  loyalty  fufpedted,  and  oar  conduct  odious  to  the  beft 
of  kings,  and  to  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Do  not,  dcarefl 
brethren,  be  feduced  from  your  religious  and  hereditary 
loyalty,  and  relpe£l  for  the  laws*,  by  the  lolicitations  or 
example  of  any  perfon;  for  to  outrage  the  laws  is  always 
highly  criminal.  That  Catholic  muft  be  foolifh,  or  mad, 
or  wicked,  or  imprudent  in  the  extreme,  who  abets  any 
tendency  to  fedition ; and  the  more  fo,  when  the  miniflers 
of  the  crown,  and  both  houfes  of  parliament  manifeft  a 
defire  to  concur  with  his  majsfty  in  promoting  the  profperity 
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of  Ireland,  the  union  and  happinefs  of  all  his  fubje(^s,  by 
your  emancipation 

With  refpefl:  to  the  confecration  Oath  before  alluded^  tO;> 
Dr.  Troy  obferves  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbifhops 
had  then  lately  addrelTed  a Letter  to  the  Pope,  wherein 
they  defcribed  the  mifreprefentations  that  had  been  recently 
publifhed  of  their  confecration  oath,  and  great  injury  to  the 
Catholic  body,  arifing  from  them  : They  exprefled  their  ful- 
leh  conviction  that  the  oath,  obliging  them  only  to  ca- 
nonical obedience  to  his  Holinefs,  and  communion  with  the 
centre  of  unity,  was  perfc^Tlly  reconcileable  with  their  loyalty 
as  fubjedts,  and  the  allegiance  they  had  fworn  to  their  graci- 
ous fovereign  king  George  III.  They  profelTed  a determi- 
nation to  obfervc  both  oaths,  and  to  preferve  their 
communion  with  the  Holy  See  inviolate : Refle£Iing, 
however,  on  the  ignorance  of  moft  Proteftants  refpe(fi:ing 
the  oath,  with  which  they  feemed  only  acquainted  from  the 
calumnious  publications  againft  it : The  prelates  abovemen- 
tioned  fuggefted  to  the  Pope,  that  fome  declaration  or 
explanation  of  the  oath,  and  particularly  of  the  words — » 
Haretlcos  perfequor  ^ impiignaho^  from  himfelf>  or  by  his 
authority,  would,  probably,  remove  the  alarms  of  well- 
meaning  Proteftants,  and  confound  the  prejudiced  j who, 
by  their  milreprefentations  of  the  oath,  endeavoured  to 
blaft  the  prolpe(fts  and  expectations  of  Catholics  to  obtain 
an  emancipation  from  the  penal  code;  which  they  had 
reafon  to  hope  for,  from  the  clemency  of  his  majefty,  and 
wifdom  of  the  legillature.  They  concluded,  with  fubmit- 
ting  thefe  conftderations  to  his  Holinefs,  and  requefting 
an  anfwer,  whenever  his  conftant  folicitude  for  the 
univerfal  church,  and  occupations  would  permit. 

To  this  Letter  an  anfwer  was  returned  from  Rome  by 
the  congregation  of  Cardinals  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  eccleftaftical  affairs  of  thefe  Kingdoms^intimating 

amongft 
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amongft  other  things  that  by  authority  of  his  Holinefs, 
an  alteration  was  to  be  made  in  the  oath,  and  which  al- 
teration they  thus  defcribed, 

Ex  dudieniia  fanEitjfimi  habita  die  p Juniiy  1791* 

Archiepifcopi  metropolitan!  totius  regni  Hibcrnije  Sanc- 
tiffimo  domino  expofuerunt  quorumdam  infcitia  vel  impro- 
bitate  in  alienum  fenfum  detorqueri  quafdam  voces  quae 
reperiuntur  in  formula  juramenti  ab  eplfcopls  in  eorum 
confecratione,  atquc  ab  archiepifcopis  in  receptlone  palliiy 
juxtarituale  Romanum,  prseftandi,  atqueproptereacumprae- 
ter  eas  difficultates,  qute  in  regno,  in  quo  Catholica  tides  non 
dominatur,  quotidie  occurrunt,  in  novas  etiam  conjiciantur  : 
Undequatenus  Sanflitati  fuse  opportunum  videatur,  demilTc 
petiere,  ut  aliqua  apoftolicae  providentise  ratlonc  confulere 
dignetur.  San^litas  fua  ad  mei  infrafcripti  relatlonem, 
rebus  omnibus  mature  perpenfis,  benigne  indulfit,  ut  epifcopi 
regni  Hibernise  in  eorum  confecratione,  atque  archiepifcopi 
in  receptione  palliiy  ea  utantur  juramentiformula,  qua ejufdem 
Sanftitatis  fuse  permiiTu,  archiepifcopus  Mohilovienfis  ufus 
eft  in  Imperio  Mofcorum,  quae  eft  hujufmodi  : 

Ego  N,  &c.  prout  in  pontificali  Romano  ufque  ad 
daufulam — HareticoSy  fchifmaticoSy  ^ rebelUsy  eidem  domino 
n^ro^  vel fuccejjhrihns  pradiBisy  pro  poffe  perjequavy  ^ impfj.g-- 
nabo — quse  penitus  omittitur : Poftea  verba  hsec — Cardinalem 
preefeBum  facra  Congregationis  propaganda  fidei  prapojita 
fufiiciuntur  verbis— proponentem  in  Congregations  ■ 
facri  concilii. — Formula  hifee  verbis  terminatur : Hsec  om- 
nia, & fingula  eo  inviolabiiius  oblervabo,  quo  certior  fura 
nihil  in  illis  contineri,  quod  fidelitati  mese  erga.  ferenifti^ 
mum  magnse  Britanniae  & Hibernise  regem,  ejufque  ad 
thronum  fucceftbres  debitse,  adverfari  poffit.  Sic  me  Deus 
adjuvet,  & hscc  fan^la  Die  Evangeiia;  Ita  promitto,  ct 
fpondeo. 


Ego 
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Ego  N.  N,  Archiepifcopus  vel  EpifcopuSj  See. 
Jbatum  Roms,  ejc.Jidibus  prsfats  faers  Congregatio 
His,  hac  die  23  Junii,  1791. 

L.  Cardlnalls  AntoHellus  Prsfedius. 

A.  Archiepifcopus ' Adanen,  Secretarius.  ^ 

Locus 

Sigilii. 

*TkANSLAriON. 

From  an  audience  had  of  his  Holinefs  on  the  ninth  day  of  Jane,  S791* 

THE  archbifhops  metropolitans  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  reprefented 
to  his  Holinefs  j that  from  the  ignorance  or  malice  of  fome  perfons, 
certain  expreflions  ii  the  form  of  the  oath  preferibed  in  the  Roman  Ritual 
to  be  taken  by  bifhops^at  their  confecration,  and  by  archbifliops  on 
receiving  the  Pall^  have  been  mifinterpreted}  -which  has  added  new 
perplexities  to  thofe  which  they  daily  experience  in  a kingdom  where  the 
Catholic  faith  is  not  the  religion  of  the  ftate  : Wherefore,  they  humbly 
requeued,  if  it  fliould  appear  expedient  to  his  Holinefs,  that  he  would 
▼ouchfafe  to  apply  a remedy  by  fome  acSf  of  his  apoftolical  vigilance.  His 
Holinefs  on  this  report  being  made  to  him  by  me  the  underwritten,  all 
circumflances  of  the  cafe  maturely  conhdered,  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to 
grant,  that  the  bifliopsof  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  at  their  conlecration,  and 
the  archbifliops  on  receiving  the  Pall^  may  ufe  the  fame  form  of  oath, 
which  was  taken  by  the  archbifhop  of  Mobiloiv  in  the  empire  of  the 
Mofeovites,  by  permiffion  of  his  faid  Holinefs  ; which  is  as  follows  : 

I,  N.  N.  &c.  asin  the  Roman  Pontifical  to  the  claufe— Heretics, 
Schifmatlcs,  and  Rebels,  againjl  our  faid  lord  and  his  fucceffors  aforefaid,  I ’will  to 
tbeutmojiof  my  fouucr,  profecute  andoppofe — which  is  entirely  Omitted  : After- 
wards the  words— Cardinal  PrefeB  of  the  S.  Congregation  far  propagating  the 
Faith,  are  fubftituted  inflead  of  the  Cardinal  Proponent  in  the  Congregation  of 
the  Sacred  Council.  The  form  concludes  with  thefe  words  : / ’will  olferve  alt 
and  every  one  of  thefe  things  the  more  inviocably  ; as  I am  frmly  convinced  that  there 
is  nothing  contained  in  them,  •which  can  be  contrary  to  the fidelity  I owe  to  the  mofi  ferene 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  bis  fucceffors  to  the  throne.  So  help  me 
God  and  thofe  holy  Gofpels  of  God,  ‘Thus  I promife,  and  engage. 

I,  N.  N.  Archbifhop,  or  Bifhop,  &c. 

Dated  at  Rome,  in  the  houfe  of  the  faid  Sacred  Congregation,  the  a3d 
day  of  June,  1791. 

L.  Cardinal  Antonelli  Prefeit- 
A.  Archbifhop  Adanen.  Ses. 

Sssl, 


Amongft 
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Amongft  the  events  of  the  year  1794,  we  cannot  pro- 
perly pafs  over  the  interefting  Trial  of  A.  H.  Rowan,  Elq. 
which  came  on  in  the  Court  of  KingVBench  the  29th  Jan. 
before  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Clonmel,  chief  Juftice 
and  MefTrs.  Boyd  and  Downes,  Juftices. 

This  was  on  an  information  (klt^ex^ojicio  by  his  majefty’s 
Attorney  General. 

The  information  was  for  publifhing  on  the  i6th  of 
December,  1792,  a falfe,  fcandalous,  malicious  and 
feditious  libel,  purporting  to  be  an  Addrefs  from  the 
United  Irifhmen  of  Dublin,  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
figned  by  Mr.  Rowan,  as  Secretary,  againft  his  Majefty’s 
Government,  tending  to  excite  difeontents  among  his 
Majefty’s  fubjeifts,  endeavouring  to  overthrow  the  Legilla- 
ture  by  arms,  and  to  fubvert  the  eflablifhcd  government 
and  conftitution. 

The  Attorney  General  opened  the  profecution  by  a very 
long  fpcech,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  ftiew  from  the 
nature  of  the  publication  itfelf,  as  well  from  the  particular 
circumftances  of  the  time  in  which  it  was  publlfhed,  that 
the  objedf  of  it  was  to  call  to  arms  a body  of  men,  who, 
under  the  fandlion  of  the  refpedlablc  name  of  Volunteers, 
fhould  new-mould  the  conftitution,  overturn  the  eftablifhed 
government,  and  introduce  French  anarchy  and  confufion, 
under  the  pretence  of  reform.  He  laboured  with  much 
zeal  in  defcanting  on  the  leveral  parts  of  the  publication,  to 
prove  the  criminal  tendency  ; and  to  prove  the  publication 
of  it  by  Mr.  Rowan,  he  produced  two  witnefles. 

The  firft  was  Mr.  John  Lyfter,  an  Enfjgn  in  the  40th 
regt. — This  evidence  on  his  examination  faid,  that  on  the 
i6th  day  of  December,  1792,  pafling  thro’  Copc-ftreet,  he 
faw  a number  of  people  aftemblcd  around  Mr.  Pardon’s 
fcncing-fchool ; that  on  enquiry  he  found  there  was  a meet- 
ing 
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ing  of  the  United  Irifhmen  held  there  on  that  day — that, 
prompted  by  curiofity,  he  went  in,  and  faw  there  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty,  or  from  that  to  two  hundred  men, 
drelTed  in  fcarlet  uniform,  with  green  and  other  facings — 
that  he  faw  there  Mr.  Ham.  Rowan,  whom  he  identified 
at  the  bar — that  fhortly  after  he  went  in,  he  was  addrcfTed 
by  one  of  the  company,  who  he  believed  to  the  beft  of  his 
recolledtion  to  have  been  Mr.  Rowan,  and  was  told  that 
no  perion  in  coloured  clothes  was  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  afiembly,  but  that  there  was  a gallery  to  which  he 
might  go— that  he  accordingly  did  go  into  the  gallery,  and 
fliortly  after  faw  Mr.  Rowan  take  fome  papers  from  a 
table,  and  diftribute  them  to  feveral  of  the  Volunteers — 
that  he  faw  one  of  thofe  parcels  which  he  faw  Mr.  Rowan 
give  one  of  the  Volunteers,  handed  by  him  to  the  people 
in  the  gallery,  that  he  immediately  got  one  of  thofe  papers 
—that  he  heard  Mr.  Rowan  read  the  greater  part  of  this 
paper  aloud  to  the  people  below.  A paper  being  produced 
to  him  by  council,  he  faid  that  was  the  identical  paper 
which  he  had  received  out  of  the  parcel  which  came  from 
Mr.  Rowan’s  hands. 

On  his  crofs  examination  by  Mr.  Recorder,  he  faid  he 
knew  that  to  be  the  identical  paper  from  the  circumftancc 
of  his  having  written  a memorandum  on  the  back  of  it, 
the  fame  day  on  which  he  received  it — faid  that  when  he 
did  fo,  he  had  no  notion  of  ever  being  called  on  to- give 
evidence  with  refpedl  to  it — and  that  it  was  ufual  with  him 
to  make  memorandums  of  this  kind  on  every  improper 
paper  he  received. 

On  being  asked  whether  he  was  at  that  time  in  any 
^ profefiion,  he  faid  he  was  not — faid  he  got  his  commifiion 
in  June  lafi: — that  he  djd  not  purchafe  it,  but  got  it  ihro’ 
the  interefi;  of  Mrs.  Adderley,  to  whom  he  was  related — 
Said’alfo,  that  on  the  day  following  the  meeting  in  Cope- 

ftrcct, 
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ftrect,  he  had  had  a mefTage  from  Mr.  Hobart,  intimating 
Mr.  Hobart’s  knowledge  that  Lyfter  had  been  at  a very 
irnproper  place,  and  his  expe£lation  that  he  would  commu- 
nicate what  he  knew  of  the  bufinefs  which  had  been 
tranfacled  there — that  Mr.  Kemmis,  the  Crown  Solicitor^ 
had  called  on  him  afterwards,  and  ftatcd  to  him  that  the 
bufinefs  at  which  he  had  been  prefent  was  againft  his  King 
and  country,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  a difcovery, 
and  that  in  confequence  of  this,  he  agreed  to  give  infor- 
mation of  what  he  knew  on  that  fubjeft. 

Evidence  alfo  confelTed  he  had  been  witnefs  to  two  bonds 
pafled  by  his  father  to  his  younger  brother  for  8ool.  that 
thefe  bonds  were  afterwards  fufpefted  of  being  forgeries, 
and  that  iffue  had  been  joined  to  try  their  authenticity, 
that  they  were  not  confirmed  by  the  Court  or  Jury,  but 
that  his  brothers  had  agreed  to  leave  the  queftion  to  a 
reference,  and  the  award  of  the  reference  was  that  200I. 
fhould  be  paid  for  the  bonds  to  the  younger  brother,  but 
that  none  of  the  money  had  yet  been  paid,  and  that  the 
matter  was  likely  to  come  to  iiTue  again  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ; he  faid  he  knew  evidence  would  be  produced 
in  Court  to  day  in  order  to  fhew  that  his  teftimony  was  not 
to  be  credited,  but  if  he  had  had  notice  of  this  fufiiciently 
early  he  would  have  brought  evidence  which  would  have 
fully  eftablifhed  his  credibility.  Said  that  he  believed  the 
trial  concerning  thofe  bonds  took  place  about  two  years 
fince  ; could  not  fay  whether  or  not  he  was  examined 
before  the  Court  as  a witnefs  on  that  bufinefs,  but  believed 
be  was, 

William  Morton  apprentice  to  a gold-beater  was  next 
called  in  fupport  of  the  profecution  y he  fworc  that  on  the 
day  mentioned  in  the  information,  being  Sunday,  he  was 
called  upon  by  another  perfen  to  go  to  a meeting  of 
United  Irifhmen,  to  be  held  in  Cope-flreet  5 that  be  got 

into 
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into  a gallery  which  over-hung  the  room,  and  from  thence 
faw  nearly  two  hundred  men  in  uniform,  fcarlet  with  va- 
xious  facings ; that  Mr.  Ham.  Rowan,  whom  he  now 
identified,  was  among  them  *,  that  he  faw  a great  number  of 
printed  papers  brought  in  as  if  froni  the  prefs  ; that  feveral 
of  the  people  below  took  parcels  of  thefe  papers  and  hand- 
ed them  up  to  the  gallery;  that  Mr.  Rowan  alfo  took 
feme  which  he  handed  to  others,  by  whom  they  were 
afterwards  tranfmitted  to  the  gallery ; that  one  of  thefe 
came  into  his  hand — that  one  of  them  was  read  by  a perfon 
in  the  gallery,  which  correfponded  with  the  one  he  had 
got ; that  one  of  them  was  thrown  from  the  gallery  into 
the  fireet,  which  was  taken  up  by  fome  of  the  mob ; that 
they  fliortly  afterwards  became  clamorous  for  more,  and 
that  more  were  accordingly  thrown  out  to  them  ; that  he 
remembered  very  well  one  part  of  the  contents  of  the  paper 
which  he  had  received— it  was  the  commencement  of  a 
paragraph  and  began  with  the  words  “ Citizens  to  arms!’*  ' 

On  his  crofs  examination  he  faid,  that  he  had  given  this 
paper  to  a friend  of  his,  who  had  miflaid  it — that  he  had 
kept  it  Icfs  than  a week.  On  being  asked  who  the  friend 
was  to  whom  he  had  given  the  paper,  he  faid  it  was  Mr* 
Giffard— that  he  was  a coufin  of  Mr.  Giffard’s.  On  more 
clofe  examination  he  faid,  he  gave  the  paper  to  Giffard 
the  very  day  on  which  he  received  it—that  immediately 
from  the  meeting  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  another  friend 
and  relation  of  his,  Mr.  Ryan,  who,  he  faid,  was  by 
profcffion  a furgeon,  and  that  there  he  faw  Mr.  G —could 
not  fay  whether  Mr.  Ryan  had  any  means  of  making 
money  but  by  his  profeffion  as  furgeon — knew  he  lived  ia 
the  houfe  in  which  the  Dublin  Journal  is  publifhed,  but 
could  not  tell  whether  he  had  any  fhare  in  conduffing  that 
paper... {wore  he  did  not  know  whether  Ryan  was  any 
relation  of  GIffard’s  or  not-— fwore  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther Giffard  had  py  ftare  in  the  management  of  that 
, acwfpaper 
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ncwfpapcr  or  not,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  he  had, 

tho’  he  had  heard  it  frequently  afferted  that  he  had; 

• 

Mr.  Blake,  of  Co.  Galway,  was  then  produced  by 
Defendant’s  Counfel.  On  being  asked  whether  he  thought 
John  Lyfter  was  credible  on  his  oath,  he  anfwered, 

he  would  hefitate  to  believe  him,  but  he  could  not 

politively  fay^  that  he  ought  not  to  be  believed  on  his 
««oath.” 

Mr.  John  Smyth,  an  attorney,  was  then  introduced, 
who  on  being  queftionedas  to  the  credibility  of  ^i»r;Xjyfter’s 
evidence,  laid  he  knew  but  very  little  of  him,  but  from 
that  little  he  would  not  be  inclined  to  truft  him. 

On  being  asked  by  the  Court  ‘‘  whether  he  knew 
enough  of  Mr.  Lyfter  to  enable  him  to  fay  pofitively 
whether  he  ought  to  be  believed  or  not  ?”  faid  he  did  not 
know  Lyfter  fulHciently  to  entitle  him  to  give  that  opinion 
politively. 

Mrs.  Hatcheli,  produced  aifo  to  the  credibility  of  Mr. 
John  Lyftcr’s  evidence,  knew  him  too  well.  His  younger 
brother  was  married  to  her  daughter,  and  Mr.  John  Lyfter 
had  endeavoured  to  make  his  brother  leave  his  Vv  ve — fworc 
politively  that  fhe  did  not  think  his  evidence  on  oath  ought 
to  be  believed.  On  being  asked  why  fhe  formed  this 
opinion,  fhe  faid,  it  was  founded  on  his  condu(Sl  with 
rcfpcdl:  to  her  daughter,  and  alfo  on  the  declaration  of  his 
elder  brother,  whom  ftie  had  frequently  heard  fpeak  of 
him  at  her  houfe. 

The  evidence  on  both  lides  clofed  here.  The  paper 
alledgcd  to  be  publiftied  by  Mr.  Rowan  was,  then  read  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  *,  after  which 

Mr.  Curran  entered  on  the  defence  of  his  client.  His 
fpeech  on  this  occalion,  he  was  nearly  three  hours  in 
delivering ; wc  can  only  fay  of  it,  that  it  exceeded  in 

ftrength 
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ftrength  of  argument,  force  of  manly  fentiment,  conftltu- 
tional  boldnefs,  beauty  of  thought,  and  elegance  and 
energy  of  diiSlion,  any  thing  we  have  ever  heard  from  that 
gentleman,-  either  in  his  Forenfic  or  Legiflative  capacity. 
He  commenced  by  declaring,  that  he  muft  look  on  the  Jury 
as  mpre  than  men,  if  after  the  artful  means  which  now  for 
more  than  a year  had  been  put  in  practice  with  the  mofl: 
ingenious  and  indefatigable  induftry  to  raife  prejudice  and 
clamour  againfl  his  client  and  his  principles,  they  came 
now  at  lafl  to  his  trial  without  any  unfavourable  im- 
preflions ; he  conjured  them  by  the  folemn  obligation  they 
had  taken — by  their  duty  to  the  living  God,  and  to  their 
Country,  to  diveft  themfelves  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  of 
thofe  prejudices.  He  then  enumerated  the  many  inftances 
in  which  his  client  had  been  hardly  dealt  with,  in  having 
this  accufation  kept  hanging  over  his  head  for  upwards  of 
a year,  while  he  was  foliciting  a trial.  He''  faid  the  points 
for  the  confideration  of  the  Jury  were  three  5 — whether 
Mr.  Rowan  had  publiflied  the  paper  alledged — ^whether  he 
had  done  fo  with  a criminal  intent — or  whether  the  paper 
contained  in  it  matter  which  was  in  itfelf  libellous. 

It  was  In  the  fpeaking  of  the  laft  of  thefe,  that  Mr. 
Curran  called 'forth  his  powers.  He  entered  into  a full  and 
complete  justification  of  the  addrefs  and  Its  contents, 
analyfing  it,  by  ending  each  of  its  parts  feparately,  and 
with  refpe<Sl:  to  the  whole,  he  fhewed  that  it  was  the  bell 
and  deareft  privilege  of  the  fubje£t,  by  the  Eritifh  Conlli- 
tution,  to  watch  over  the  government,  to  fpeak  his  mind 
of  their' condu^  and  on  this  general  ground  he  vindicated 
the  principle  of  this  publication.  The  addrefs,  he  faid, 
was  impugned  on  four  grounds. 

Firft,  the  call  it  contained  to  the  Volunteer  Army.  He 
entered  into  a very  affefting  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  inftitution  j fliewed  the  conftitutional  ground 
VoLlII,  H ' on 
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czi  which  it  refted,  and  mentioned  the  many  fignal  marks 
of  royal  and  legillative  approbation  with  which  they  had 
been  honoured.  If  this  call  of  Mr.  Rowan  to  that  body 
to  arm  would  not  have  been  illegal  or  feditioiis  in  the  year 
1782,  what  could  make  it  fo  in  the  year  1794?  If  the 
riling  of  the  Volunteer  Army  in  the  former  period  was  not 
infurredion,  the  call  to  them  in  the  latter  could  not  be 
feditious. 

The  next  point  was  the  propofal  of  what  was  called  a 
change  in  the  conftitution  by  the  admiffion  of  Catholic 
franchife.  On  this  head  he  exhibited  in  ftrong  colours, 
the  abfurdity  of  impeaching  a man  for  recommending  that 
nieafure  which  the  Sovereign  had  fince  recommended,  and 
the  legiilature  adopted : fliewed  that  the  profecution  for 
fuch  a crime  could  originate  only  in  mortified  bigotry,  and 
could  be  productive  of  no  effect,  if  fuccefsful,  but  that  of 
proving  to  the  Catholics,  that  while  conceffions  were  made 
to  them,  they  were  Hill  the  objects  of  hatred  and  detefla- 
tion. 

The  third  fubje£t  of  accufation  in  the  paper,  was.  Re- 
form. 

He  obferved  in  this  inflance,  it  was  lingular  that  at  the 
very  time  when  a profecution  was  carried  on  with  th«  moft 
extreme  feverity,  againft  a fubje£t,  for  recommending  the 
meafure  of  parliamentary  reform,  that  meafure  was  fub- 
mitted  to  the  legiflature  of  the  country. — Thus  the  progrefs 
of  public  grievance  toward  redrefs,  was  gradually  eating 
away  the  fubjecl  of  the  profecution. 

The  recommendation  of  a convention  was  the  fourth 
meafure  for  which  the  addrefs  had  incurred  the  indignation 
with  which  it  v/as  purfued. 

Thefe  conventions  he  obferved  were,  until  the  late 
feflion  of  parliament,  legal  and  ufual  in  this  country,  and 

in 
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in  Great  Britain  ; and  though  now  fince  the  law  which 
makes  them  illegal  is  enacted,  he  muft  fuppofe  it  to  have 
been  enacted  on  good  grounds,  yet  if  it  had  been  mentioned 
to  him  before,  he  muft  have  confidered  it  as  a law,  to  make 
infurrecftion  the  only  poffible  way  of  feeking  fedrefs  of  the 
flighteft  grievance. 

In  pointing  out  the  extremely  mifchievous  tendency  of 
this  law,  and  the  precious  legality  of  the  aflemblies  it 
prohibits,  he  Ipent  fome  time  and  performed  it  in  a manner 
which  we  have  not  the  prefumption  to  attempt  reporting. 
On  that  part  of  the  addrels  which  fays,  “ in  four  words 
lie  all  our  power,  universal  emancipation,  and  re- 
presentative LEGISLATURE,”  he  was  peculiarly  happy. 

He  proved  them  to  be  dictated  by  the  genius  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Britain,  whofe  facred  foil  emancipated  the 
wretched  African,  and  the  enflaved  Indian,  the  moment 
they  feel  its  hallowed  touch. . 

[The  vrarmth  and  energy  with  which  Mr.  Curran  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech  excited  fuch  a 
general  burft  of  applaufe  as  could  not  be  fupprefled. — It  was 
echoed  by  loud  and  continued  plaudits  from  every  part  of 
the  court  and  hall.] 

The  Chief  Juftice,  after  exprefling  fome  difapprobation 
of  this  breach  of  ^decorous  gravity  in  a court  of  law,  faid 
he  could  at  the  fame  time  make  allowance  for  the  mo- 
mentary effufion  of  pleafure  which  he  himfelf  felt  as  ftrong- 
ly  as  any  man  at  hearing  talents  like  thofe  of  the  learned 
gentleman  exerted  on  fuch  a fubjedl.] 

This  freedom,  however,  which  Great  Britain  fo "carefully 
cherilhed  within  herfelf,  Mr.  Curran  obferved,  fhe  did 
not  generally  communicate  to  her  allies  or  dependancies — 
witnefs  this  country  herfelf,  which  though  for  centuries 
conne^cd  with  Britain,  has  been  a free  country  not  more 
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than  a few  years.  Hence  he  jiiftified  that  fyftem  of  edn- 
dudt  which  the  addrefs  recommended,  as  neceflary  to  fe- 
cure  and  perpetuate  freedom.  Mr.  Curran  would  not  fay 
that  the  Hate  of  things  reprefented  in  that  paper  was  the 
true  ftate  of  the  country,  but  he  would  bid  gentlemen  of 
the  jury  lay  their  hands  on  their  heart,  and  ask  themfelves 
if  it  were  not. 

Mr.  Curran  was  copioits  in  fiiewing,  that  there  remain-  ' 
ed  to  the  people  now  no  way  of  fpeaking  their  fentiments 
but  thro’  the  medium  of  the  prefs — for  if,  they  affembled 
In  aggregate  meetings  they  were  cenfured,  their  chairman 
and  printer  punifhed — if,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  more 
orderly  and  decorous,  they  met  by  delegation,  they  were 
then  criminal — Thus  deprived  then  of  every  means  of  ex- 
prefiing  their  fenfe,  if  they  would  be  deprived  of  the 
medium  of  the  prefs,  they  would  then  be  as  completely 
iiienced,  as  in  the  moft  defpotic  government  on  the  globe. 

’ — He  fhewed  that  the  caufe  of  his  client,  was  that  of  the 
public,  and  that  if  a verdicH  fliould  this  day  be  given  againft 
Mr.  Rowan  for  openly  and  refponfibly  publifliing  his  fentU 
ments  on  public  affairs,  even  though  thefe  fentiments  were 
erroneous,  that  verdicH  would  put  an  end  to  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  in  Ireland — honeft  men  would  no  more  come 
forward  in  public,  but  thofe  monfters  of  whom  we  fee  every 
day  but  too  many — who  funk  in  corruption,  lie  at  the  bot- 
tom as  long  as  any  fanity  remains,  until  becoming  buoyant 
by  their  rottennefs,  they  rife  to  the  furface,  and  are^  borne 
away  objects  of  horror  and  deteftation  to  the  public  eye. 

He  alluded  to  the  recent  verdidl  of  an  Englifli  Jury  on 
the  printer  of  the  Morning  Chronicle — that  verdi^  was 
acquittal,  tho’  the  publication,  which  was  fully  proved, 
contained  palTages,  which  he  read,  and  which  were  as 
feverely  pointed  againft  the  abufes  of  Government  as  any 
writings  could  poflibly  be,  and  went  almoft  againft  the  very 
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principle  of  the  Britifli  conftitution — An  Irifh  jurj)  he 
hoped  could  not  be  lefs  careful  of  this  Invaluable  bleffing — • 
freedom  of  publication— than  a Britifli  jury,  to  whom  this 
advantage  ought  to  be  lefs  valuable,  as  k was  not,  as  with 
us,  the  one  they  yet  pofTefTed. 

He  adverted  to  the  fpirit  of  infatuation  which  has  been 
conjured  up  in  Great  Britain  by  the  artful  clamours  that 
had  been  raifed,  by  men  alike  enemies  to  the  country  and 
their  Sovereign.  / 

He  confidered  it  as  perfe£lly  unaccountable  to  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  univerfal  infatuation,  that  genius  and 
public  fpirit  fhould,  in  a country  which  feemed  to  have 
been  marked  out  by  Providence  as  the  parent  and  nurfe  of 
both,  be  fent  to  couple  with  the  vileft  malefactors  for 
a term  exceeding  the  probable  period  of  human  life. 

He  warned  the  jury  agamfl  being  led  away  by  a fimilar 
delufion  in  this  inftance— much  artful  pains  had  been  taken 
to  ftrengthen  that  delufion  again  ft  his  client — who  .feemed 
to  have  been  marked  for  a victim  by  a confpiracy  to  which 
tis  honeft  foul  difdained  to  bend— If  they  fufFered  them- 
felves  to  be  influenced  by  thofe  artful  contrivances,  they 
would  be  in  a much  lefs  pleafant  fituation  than  a Scotch 
jury,  whofe  error  might  be  forgotten,  becaufethe  man  who 
had  fufFered  by  it  would  be  removed — here  he  would  re? 
main  with  them,  a perpetual  memenio  to  the  public  of  the 
verdict  by  which  honour,  truth,  and  public  fpirit  had  been 
condemned  to  the  punifliment  of  infamy — He  would  be  a 
gigantic  ftatue  raifed  6n  a pedeftal  of  party  fpirit. 

Here  he  entered  Into  a warm  and  florid  panegyric  on  Mr. 
Rowan  as  a citizen,  a man  of  humanity,  the  friend  of  po, 
verty,  and  the  comforter  of  defpair — if  fuch  a naan  muft  be 
thrown  into  the  fiery  furnace  becaufe  he  would  not  worfhip 
2 Golden  the  redeeming  fpirit  of  the  conflltution, 

. would 
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would  be  feen  to  walk  with  him,  and  to  bring  him  out  un- 
ipjared. 

Mr  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  replied. 

The  latter  was  copious  in  defcanting  on  the  various  parts  of 
the  publication,  and  pointing  out  their  criminality.  The 
fcope  of  his  argument  was,  that  Mr.  Rowan  was  guilty, 
not  for  publifhing  opinions  on  Reform,  on  Catholic  Emau-  * 

cipation,  &c-  but  for  doing  this  in  a manner  calculated  to  .j 

inflame  the  public  mind.  ] 

> 

The  Chief  Juftice  proceeded  to  charge  the  Jury. — He 
began  by  informing  them  of  the  a£l:of  laft  leflion,  by  which 
their  right  of  judging  of  the  ivhole  matter  at  iflue — law  and 
fa61: — in  cafes  of  libel  is  recognized.—  He  then  repeated  the 
four  points  oi gravamen  or  complaint  in  the  information,  viz.  | 
—making  the  King’s  government  odious — endeavouring  to 
excite  difcontent  and  tumult  among  his  Majefty’s  fubje<fl:s 
—endeavouring  to  overawe  the  legiflature — and  to  make  / 
alterations  in  the  government  and  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom, and  to  fubvert  both  by  violence  and  arms.  . ' 

He  then  read  the  publication,  and  reafoned  with  a great 
deal  of  ingenuity,  to  prove  that  almoft  every  line  in  it  went  \ 

to  eftablifh  the  accufation.  Having  given  it  as  his  opinion  ^ 

that  the  paper  fully  deferved  the  epithets  which  the  infor- 
mation applied  to  it — of  falfe,  fcandalous,  malicious,  fe-  ' 
ditious,  &c.  he  proceeded  to  fum  up  the  evidence,  which 
he  did  very  accurately.  As  to  the  evidence  of  Morton,  he 
ConfeiTed  it  could  not  at  all  fupport  the  information,  and  1 
was  to  be  received  only  as  corroborative  of  Lyfter’s — the  ' < 

evidence  of  that  gentleman,  he  thought,  fully  proved  the  ■’ 
fa6t  of  publication,  and  as  to  his  credibility  he  thought  Mr. 

Blake,  or  Mr.  Smith’s  telfimony,  did  in  fio  wife  prove  it  j 

ought  not  to  be  believed. — As  to  what  had  been  advanced  by  \ 

Mrs.  Hatchel,  it  was  with  the  jury  to  determine  how  far 
it  was  to  be  believed  againfl:  Lyfter’s  teftimony,  which  his'  • j 

Lordfliip  ' 
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IjOrdfhip  thought  perfe^ly  rational,  and  confident — nor 
did  his  Lordftiip  think  his  teftimony  was  rendered  incredi^ 
ble  from, any  thing  relating  to  Lyfter  himfelf — the  manner 
ia  which  he  got  his  commiffion,  was,  very  naturally  ac- 
counted for  ; and  as  for  the  affair-  of  the  bond,  the  avvar4 
of  the  referees  was  a circumftance  which'  feemed  too  ge- 
nuine. ^ \ 

But  what  amounted  to  a volume  of  evidence  on  the  fide 
of  the.profecutioii  was,  Mrl  Rowan’s  not  having  produced  ^ 
any  perfon  to  prove  his  innocence,  though  nearly  two  hun- 
dred of  his  friends.  United  Iriflimen  and  Volunteers  were 
prefent  at  the  time. 

Meffrs,  Boyd  and  Downes  coincided' perfectly  in  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  opinion. 

The  Jury  then  went  out  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock,  and  re? 
turned  in  a very  few  minutes  with  a yerdidt — GUILTY. 

An  application  was  afterwards  ineffectually  made  to  the 
Court  for  a new  trial — and  on  the  7th  of  February  the  court 
pronounced  fentence,  which  vras  “ hnprifonmeni  fov  two  yearly 
a fine  of  500/.  and  fecurity  for  good  behaviour for  /even  years  5— rr 
Mr.  Rowan  in  2,000/.  and  two  others  in  l.oooL' e ash. 


In  April,  1794,  the  fociety  of  United  Iriflimen  of  Dublin, 
of  which  Mr.  A.  H.  Rowan^  whofe  Trial  has  been  fiated, 
was  a member,  prepared  and  publifhed  the  following  plan  of 
an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  the  houfe  of 
Cominons*^ 

1.  Th^t  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  reprefentation 
folely,  fliould  be  divided  into  300  Electorates,  formed  by 
combination  of  parifties,  and  as  nearly  as  poffible  equal  in 
point  of  population. 


IL  That 
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IL  That  each  Electorate  fhould  return  one  reprefenta- 
tive  to  parliament.  ^ 

III.  That  each  Electorate  fhould,  for  the  convenience 
of  carrying  on  the  Elections  at  the  fame  time,  be  fubdlvided 
into  a fufficient  number  of  parts. 

IV.  That  there  fhould  be  a returning  ofEcer  for  each 
Electorate,  and  a deputy  and  returning  officer  for  each  fub- 
divifion,  to  be  refpeCtively  eleCted. 

V.  That  the  Electors  of  the  Electorate  fhould  vote,  each 
in  the  fubdivifion  in  which  he  is  regiftered,  and  has  refided 
as  herein  after  fpecified. 

VI  That  the  returning  officers  of  the  fubdivifions  fhould 
feverally  return  their  refpeCtive  Polls  to  the  returning 
officer  of  the  Electorate,  who  fhould  tot  up  the  whole,  and 
return  the  perfon  having  a majority  of  votes,  as  their  Re- 
prefentative  in  parliament.  ^ 

VII,  That  every  man  pofTeffing  the  right  of  fuffrage 
for  a Reprefentative  in  Parlianaent,  fhould  exercife  it  in  his 
own  perfon  only, 

VIII.  That  no  perfon  fliculd  have  a right  to  vote  in 
more  than  one  Electorate  at  the  fame  Election. 

IX,  That  every  male  of  found  mind,  who  has  attained 
the  full  age  of  21  years,  and  aCtually  dwelt,  or  maintained 
a family  eftablifliment  in  any  Electorate  for  fix  months  of 
the  twelve  immediately  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  Election,  (provided  his  refidence,  or  maintaining  a 
family  eftablifhment  be  duly  regiftered)  fhould  be  intitled 
to  vote  for  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Electorate. 

X.  That  there  fhould  be  a Regiflering  officer,  and  a 
Registry  refid eiice  in  every  fubdivifion  of  each  Electorate  ; 
and  that  in  all  queftions  concerning  refidence,  the  regiftry 
fliould  be  confidered  as  conclufive  evidence. 

XI  That  all  elections  in  the  nation  fhould  commence 
and  clofe  on  the  fame  day. 


XII.  That 
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XIL  That  the  votes  of  all  ekaors  fhould  be  given  by 
voice,  and  not  by  ballot. 

XIII;  That  no  oath  of  any  kind  Ihould  be  taken  by  any 
eleaor. 

XIV.  That  the  full  age  of  25  years  fhould  be  a ne- 
cefTary  qualification  to  entitle  any  man  to  be  a reprefenta- 
tivc 

XV.  That  refidence  within  the  eleftorate  fliould  not, 
but  that  refidence  within  the  kingdom  fhould  be  necelTary 
qualification  for  a reprefentative. 

XVI.  That  no  property  qualificatj^h  fhould  be  necef- 
fary  to  entitle  any  man  to  be  a reprefentative. 

XVII.  That  any  perfon  having  a penfion,  or  holding  a 
place  in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  Departments,  fhould  be 
thereby  difqualified  from  being  a reprefentative. 

XVIII.  That  reprefentatives  fhould  receive  a reafonable 
llipend  for  their  fervices. 

XI.X,  That  every  reprefentative  fhould,  on  taking  his 
feat,  fwear  that  neither  he,  nor  any  perfon  to  promote  his 
inter  eft,  with  his  privity,  gave  or  was  to  give  any  bribe  for 
the  fuffrage  of  any  voter, 

XX.  That  any  reprefentative  convI£Ied  by  a Jury,  of 
having  aded  contrary  to  the  fubftance  of  the  above  oath, 
fhould  be  for  ever  difqualified  from  fitting  or  voting  in 
parliament.' 

That  parliaments  fhould  be  annual. 

‘ XXII.  That  a reprefentative  fhould  be  at  liberty  to 
refign  his  delegation  upon  giving  fufficient  notice  to  his  con* 
ftituents. 

XXIII.  That  abfence  from  duty  for  fhould  vacate 
the  feat  of  a reprefentative. 


Shortly 
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Shortly  afterwards  the  following  addrefs  appeared. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF 

UNITED  IRISHMEN  IN  DUBLIN,  TO  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  IRELAND, 


We  fubmitted  to  your  eonfideration  fuch  a plan  for  your 
equal  reprefentatlon,  as  would,  in  our  judgment,  if 
carried  into  efFeft,  give  you  your  juft  and  conftitutional 
weight  in  the  legiflature  We  exulted  in  the  thought,  that 
our  exertions  had  contributed  to  raife  the  public  mind  to 
that  elevated  point,  from  which  it  might  view  it’s  widely 
extended  rights  ; from  which  it  might  difeover  the  real 
infignificance  of  every  propofal  toward  reform,  that  ftiould 
not  feek  the  full  meafure  of  juftice  ; which  fhould  not  give 
to  all,  who  were  in  any  degree  bound  by  the  Law,  the 
power  of  choofing  thofe  who  made  the  Law.  We  thought 
the  fimplicity  of  the  plau  the  beft  teft  of  it’s  honefty,  and 
that  its  appeal  to  the  common  fenfe  of  the  nation  rendered 
any  explanation  of  it’s  principles  unneceftary.  We  are,  how- 
ever, now  called  upon  to  juftify  it’s  primary  principle  by 
the  objections,  which  have  fince  been  raifed  againft  it  ; and 
fliould  we  fucceed,  our  triumph  muft  be  that  of  argument 
over  invedive,  of  reafon  over  prejudice,  and  of  juftice  over 
power. 

It  is  an  apprehenfion  with  fome  that  fhould  every  man 
be  allowed  to  vote  for  a reprefentative  in  parliament,  the 
Monarchy  and  the  Ariftocracy  of  the  Confticution  would 
foon  be  overborne  and  deftroyed  by  the  exorbitant  power 
and  republican  fpirit  of  the  Democracy. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Britifh  Conftitutlon  has 
amply  provided  againft  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event. 
It  has  appointed  a foie  executive  ofHcer,  invefted  with  pre- 
rogatives 
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rogatives  to  ftrengthen  that  executive  power,  and  with  a 
certain  portion  of  legiflative  authority  to  defend  thofe  pre- 
rogatives. It  has  inftituted  a fubftantial  Arift ocracy,  not  de- 
riving all  it’s  weight  and  authority  merely  from  the  King’s 
patents,  but  hereditary,  and  polTelllng  a mafs  of  property, 
by  which,  backed  and  fupported,  if  necedqry,  by  the  exe- 
cutive prerogatives  and  legiflative  authority  of  the  Crown, 
it  is  enabled  to  withftand  the  attacks  of  the  Democracy. 
Away  then  with  the  idle  apprehenfion — can  any  danger  at- 
tach upon  fo  much  influence  and  fo  much  power  ? On  the 
contrary,  can  any  thing  fiiort  of  pure  Democracy  maintain 
againft  them  the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ? 

But  It  is  faid  that  the  lower  clafles  of  the  community,  be- 
ing without  property,  have  no  flake  in  the  country,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  vote  for  any  part  of  the  legiflature. 
In  confequence  of  the  reprefentative  fyflem  every  man  is 
fuppofed  to  be  either  individually  or  by  his  delegate,  a party 
to  making  the  laws,  by  which  he  is  to  be  bound.  * The 
elective  right  cannot  therefore  be  denied,  on  conftitutional 
principle,  to  any  one,  and  even  the  pooreft  fhould  be  al- 
lowed the  exsreife  of  that  right,  as  they  are  bound  by  law 
^s  well  as  others. — Laws  operate  on  life,  liberty,  and  proper- 
ty. Why  is  property  reprefented  ? Becaufe  it  is  valuable 

to 

* Altho’  this  is  at  prefent  only  a fuppofiticn,  yet  there  are  ftrong  rea- 
fons  for  believing  that  it  was  once  a fadl.  Mr.  Prynne,  one  of  the  moft  pro- 
found legal  Antiquarians,  “ before  the  8th  Hen.  6th  ch.  7.  every  inhabi- 
tant and  commoner  in  each  Country  had  a voice  in  the  eleiftion  of  Knights, 
whether  he  were  a freeholder  or  not.”  Brew.  Pari.  Red.  p.  184.— of  the 
fame  opinion  feems  Whitelocke.  ad  Whitl.  p,  90. — It  feems  very  confider- 

ably  confirmed  by  the  words  of  the  7th  Hen.  4.  ch.  15 And  Sir  Thomas 

Smyth  in  his  Commonwealth  p.  37.— has  the  following  words,  “ every 
Enghfliman  is  intended  to  be  prefent  in  parliament,  either  in  Perfpn,  or. 
by  procuration  or  Attorney,  of  what  pre-eminence,  ftate,  dignity,  or  quali- 
ty loever  he  be,  from  the  Prince  to  the  loweft  perfon  in  England,  and  the  ' 
content  of  the  parliament  is  taken  to  be  every  man’s  confent.” 

I 
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to  the  poiTefTor,  and  may  be  affecEled  by  the  law.  Why 
fhould  liberty  and  life  not  be  reprefented  ? Are  they  not 
more  valuable  to  their  polTeiror,  and  may  they  not  alfo  be 
alFefted  by  the  lav/  Since  liberty  and  life  are  the  moft 
important  objects  of  legiflation,  the  poorer  clafs  have  a right 
to  fomecontroul  over  the  legiflature,  and  it  is  juft  that  they 
(bould  cxercife  it.  The  fpirit  of  many  of  our  laws  is  arif- 
tocratic,  and  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  protection  of 
the  poor.  To  pafs  over  the  remarkable  inftances  of  the 
Game  Laws  and  the  Stamp- ACt,  the  latter  of  which,  by 
operating  on  legal  proceeding,  fhuts  the  door  of  juftice  a- 
gainft  the  poor,  we  fhall  refer  to  a much  more  important 
fyftem,  our  criminal  Code. 

If  the  lower  clafTes  of  the  community  had  been  repre- 
iented  in  Parliament,  when  their  ncceflities  firft  urged  theni 
to  infurreClion  and  outrage,  under  the  denomination  of 
White  boys  and  Defenders,  parliament  would  have  enquired 
into  and  redrefted  their  grievances,  inftead  of  making  laws 
to  punifti  them  with  death.  The  aCls,  which  are  prohibited 
by  many  of  our  laws,  are  unqueftionably  great  crimes  : but 
the  punifliments,  inflifled  by  thofe  laws,  are  ftill  greater 
crimes.  The  reafon  of  this  difproportion  is,  that  the  rich 
man  is  never  guilty  of  fheep-ftealing,  and  the  poor  man  has, 
EO  one  to  plead  his  caufe  in  the  fenate. 

If,  however,  it  be  a principle  that  no  man,  who  does  not 
contribute  to  the  fupport  of  Government,  fhould  be  im- 
mediately concerned  in  legiflation,  fuch  principle  would  be  no. 
excluflon  of  the  poor,  for  they  contribute  in  proportion  to, 
their  means. 

The  pooreft  man  In  the  land  pays  taxes  for  his  fire,  his 
candle,  for  his  potatoes  and  cloathing : and  the  poorer  he  is, 
the  greater  occafion  he  has  for  a vote  to  proteCt  what  little 
he  has,  which  is  neceflary  not  to  his  qualification  merely, 

but 
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but  to  ills  very  exifccnce  He  has  a property  m his  labour, 
and  in  the  value  it  will  bring  in  the  market,  the  field,  or 
the  manufaftory : a property,  on  account  of  it's  fmallnefs, 
of  more  real  value  to  him  than  thoufands  of  pounds  to  the 
rich  and  luxurious  : a property,  which  mull  render  him 
more  interefted  in  the  honeft  difpolal  of  the  public  money*, 
fince  one  additional  Tax  may  crulh  him,  than  thofe  can  be 
who  receive  that  public  money  by  virtue  of  places  without 
employment,  and  penfions  without  merit. 

Property  is  merely  the  colleclion  of  labour  : it  pofTefles  the 
very  fame  qualities  before,  as  after,  it  is  colledled  into  a 
heap  ; and  the  fcattered  labour  of  the  lowest  ranks  is  as  real, 
and  ought  to  be  as  really  reprefented  as  the  moft  fixed  and 
folid  property.  Reafon,  we  think,  fays  this  ; and  fad  ex- 
perience has  manifefted,  that  giving  political  power  ex-, 
clufively  to  property  colledled,  not  to  the  mafs  of  living  lab- 
our, has,  been  in  all  ages,  and  particularly  in  modern 
times,  the  true  caufe  of  feudality,  of  vafialage,  and  of  arif- 
tocratlc  defpotifm. 

It  is  alfo  nfed  as  an  argument,  that  altho’  in  theory  every 
man  has  a right  to  vote,  yet  the  exercife  of  that  right 
among  us  would  be  impraflicable,  or  attended  with  outrage 
from  the  multitude  of  voters.  To  that  we  anfwer,  that  the 
practicability  of  the  meafure  depends  on  a few  regulations, 
which,  we  apprehend,  can  be  eafily  contrived  to  render 
elections  practicable  and  tranquil.  Let  there  be  a divillon 
of  the  kingdom  into  parts,  fufHciently  fmall,  and,  as  nearly 
as  pollible,  equal  with  refpeCt  to  population,  and  let  the 
feveral  elections  annually  commence  and  conclude 
throughout  the  kingdom  on  one  and  the  fame  day. 

Some  friends  to  univerfal  fufFrage  In  a new  country,  urge 
a local  objection  to  its  being  applied  to  Ireland.  They 
fay,  that  the  lower  clafles  of  people  in  this  country  are 
peculiarly  unfit  for  the  exercife  of  fufiragci  on  account  of 

their 
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their  extreme  ignorance.  *We  know  of  no  defcriptlon  ot 
people  unfit  for  the  exercife  of  their  rights  ; and  if  we  did, 
we  would  fit  them  for  it  by  giving  it  to  them^,  What  has 
made  thofe  clafTes  fo  extremely  ignorant  ? The  privation 
of  thofe  rights,  which,  if  enjoyed,  would  have  procured 
them  knowledge.  Apply  the  reverfe  of  that,  which  has 
debafed,  and  it  will  exalt  them.  Give  them  the  eledive 
franchife,  and  let  them  exercife  it  directly.  Is  it  not  juft 
to  judge  of  what  the  people  would  be,  when  embodied 
into  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  from  their  prefent 
ft^te  of  debafement,  in  which  they  feel  themfclves  uncon- 
nected with  it.  We  truft  that  our  countrymen,  even  the 
pooreft,  who  aife  how  ftigmatized  with  the  appellations  of 
Iwinc,  wretches,  and  rabble,  would,  if  reftored  to  their 
fights,  evince  an  elevation  of  fentiment,  which,  fetting 
every  fpecies  of  corruption  at  defiance,  muft  humble  the 
pride  of  wealth  by  the  fuperior  luftre  of  virtuous  poverty. 

Oppofition  feem  furprized  that  the  people  fhould  view 
their  debates  with  indifference.  We  will  tell  them  the 
reafon.  It  Is  becaufe  nothing  paffes  of  a nature  to  animate 
and  intereft  the  people — nothing  from  which  an  individual 
can  promife  himfelf  more  happinefs,  or  the  community 
more  fpleridor — it  is  becaufe  enthufiafm  no  longer  lights 
up  the  countenance  of  Grattariy  and  fwells  every  heart  with 
fomething  great  and  good,  and  with  a profpeCl  of  fome- 
thing  greater  and  better — it  is  becaufe  there  appears  no 
internal  fpring  of  aCtion,  no  fixture  of  charaCfer  1 but  good 
and  bad  qualities,  as  it  were — external — and  neither  virtues 
nor  vices  their  own.  It  is  becaufe  once  in  feven  years  the 
people  are  treated  as  Majefty,  and  in  the  interval  maltreat- 
ed as  mob. 

We  have  not  in  our  Plan  of  Reform  paled  in  little  parks 
of  Ariftocracy,  Our  Plan  has  not  been  deferibed  with  a 
-pair  of  compares,  nor  have  we  defaced  whh  childifh 

' circles 
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Circles  the  fyftem  of  nature,  and  the  chart  of  the  Conftitutr- 
on.  ' There  is  no  truth  in  any  political  fyftem,  in  which  the 
fun  of  liberty  is  not  placed  in  the  center,  with  knowledge 
to  enlighten,  and  benevolence  to  warm  and  invigorate  j 
with  the  fame  ray  to  gild  the  palace  and  illuminate  the 
cottage.  The  earth  moves,  ^ faid  Galileo,  and  the  fun 
ftands  ftill,  He  was  imprifoned  for  the  heretical  aflertion, 
for  a libel  againft  the  law  of  nature,  and  for  exciting  feditU 
on  among  the  ftars— but  the  earth  moves  notv/ithftanding ; 
and  in  fpite  of  fine,  imprifonment,  pillory,  and  tranlporta- 
tion,  the  Rights  of  Man  are  the  immoveable  center  of  the 
Britifh  Conftitution,  that  has  hithertdVegulated  time  and 
determined  Revolutions* 

Indeed  the  local  circumftances  feem  to  us  rather  in  favour 
of  introducing  it  into  Ireland.  We  have  lately  had  occafion, 
in  confidering  the  Catholic  claims,  to  examine  into  the 
foundations  of  government.  The  Catholic  has  taught  all 
Ireland,'  that  ito  be  taxed  or  legiflated  for,  without  being 
reprefented,  is  an  oppreflion,  which  finks  the  fufferer  into 
a Have.  He  infifted  on  his  right  to  the  eledlive  fufFrage, 
becaufe  he  was  bound  by  the  laws,  and  contributed  to  the 
expences  of  the  ftate.  The  dodlrine,  once  broached,  can 
never  be  forgotten  5 and  the  remaining  flaves  whom  reforru 
fhall  not  have  raifed  to  the  rank  of  citizen,  will  remember 
the  argument  of  the  Catholic,  and  askhimfelf — “ am  I not 
bound  by  the  laws  ; and  do  I not,  in  my  humble  fphere, 
contribute  to  the  expences  of  the  flate  ? Why  am  I not 
reprefented  ? Is  it  not  my  right  ; and  fhall  I not  infift:  upon 
my  right 

Sooner  or  later  the  meafure  mufl:  come.  The  eternal 
principle  of  juftice  will  be  repeated  in  louder  and  louder 
tones,  until  at  length  it  muft  be  heard  and  obferved.  Why 
not  now  ? Why  leave  behind  a fource  of  new  reforms, 
perhaps,  of  convulftons  ? If  reform  ony  co  mmunicate 

power 
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power  to  a greater  number,  and  do  not  give  liberty  to  all^ 
it  will  only  flrengthen  the  ruling  and  weaken  the  oppreffed 
body ; fo  that  when  the  flave  lhall  have  acquired  fuffici- 
ent  courage  to^  fpeak,  the  obftinacy  of  the  citizen  will 
compel  him  to  We  cannot  forget  the  language  made 

tile  of  to  intimidate  the  Catholic  from  profecuting  his 
claims,  and  that  thofe  very  claims,  fiiortly  after  having 
been  rejected  with  fcorn,  were  admitted  with  refpe^V.  The 
fame  line  of  prudence  and  wifdom  will,  we  are  perfuaded, 
be  purfued  in  the  cafe  of  reform,  whenever  convincing 
proof  of  the  public  fentiment  fhall  be  received  on  that 
fubjedl,  and  the  kingdom,  by  the  reftoration  of  univerfal 
fufFrage,  be  delivered  over  to  uninterrupted  peace  and 
happinefs. 

Contemplating  this  grateful  profpecl:,  we  fmile,  with 
much  internal  fatisfadlion,  on  hearing  thofe  intemperate 
and  abulive  expreffions,  which  the  members  of  oppofition 
make  ufe  of  againft  this  Ibciety.  We  fmile  at  their  inability 
to  conceal  the  vexation  and  difappointment  they  have  felt  on 
finding  themfelves  forfaken  by  the  people — (that*  people, 
whofe  Majefly  they  infult,  but  whofe  forbearance  they  at 
the  fame  time  folicit~on  finding  themielyes  falling,  like 
the  oftentatious  balloon,  from  that  height,  to  which  t hey 
had  rifen  by  a fort  of  inflammable  levity,  and  there  fufiain* 
ed  folely  by  the  breath  of  popular  favour. 

We  fmile  at  the  curious  coalition  of  political  parties 
againft  our  Society — to  fee  them  all  club  their  w^ifdom  and 
their  wit,  to  manifeft  to  the  whole  country  that  we  are  really 
formidable — but  we  are  rather  inclined  to  pity  that  forced 
fraternity^  that  monftrous  conjiin<ftion  which,  in  fpite  of 
the  horror  of  inftln^l,  and  the  antipathy  of  nature,  can  join 
in  one  common  effort  the  higheft  genius  with  the  loweft 
ribaldry — how  great  muft  be  the  panic  that  can  unite  fucli 
extremes!  We  can  bear,  as  we  have  born,  the  common- 
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place  invedlive  againft  this  Society  ; but  we  feel  fome  indig- 
nation, when  they,  who  fhould  look  on  themfelves  as  the 
purchafed  property  of  the  people  ; to  whofe  fortune  every 
man,  even  “ the  Beggar  on  the  Bridge”  has^  contributed  ; 
whom  the  “fliouts  of  the  mob”  have  raifed  to  the  height  of 
their  fame — when  fuch  men  inveigh  againft  armed  beggary 
and  ftiabby  fedition — we  cannot  but  remember  a time,  when 
the  ufual  adjunct  to  their  own  names  was  ‘‘Shabby  and 
Seditious  Incendiaries.”  It  is  not  manly,  it  is  not  decorous 
to  deal  out  this  contumelious  language  againft  the  great  mals 
of  mankind.  The  ufe  of  contemptuous  terms  difpofes  to 
contemptuous  treatment,  and  thofe,  whom  we  vilify  as 
mob,  we  foon  learn  to  flight  as  men.  It  is  the  unequa 
partition  of  rights,  and  what  refults  from  this,  the  arro- 
gance of  power,  and  the  abafement  of  poverty,  which  make 

mob,  inftigate  to  tumult,  and  goad  to  mfurre(fti6n, 

/ 

If  the  people  were  refpeefted,  they  would  revenge  the 
conftituted  authorities ; but  to  gain  this  refpeift,  they  mufl: 
poflefs  thofe  rights,  which  are  the  prerogative  of  their 
nature,  and  the  worth  of  manhood. 
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Earl  Fit-zwiiliam  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant^^-Addrefs  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  him-*--  liis  anfwer—Addrcfs  of 
the  Protefant  dlJ]enters-—Hh  anfwer—Rccal  of  Lord 
Fit%wllliam  intended — Addrefs  to  him  of  the  Freemen  and 
and  Freeholders  of  Dublin  thereupon- '-Proceedings  of  the 
Freeholders^  tsc.  of  Co.  Kildare. -^-National' Debt.-— 
Ji'lc>'ting  of  Parliament  under  Lord  Camden. — Motion 
refpcdiing  tfe  removal  of  Lord  Fit%william.—Mi\ 
Grattatl s fpcecho— Trial  of  Rev.  Mr\  Jackfon. — Lord 
LieutenanC s fpecch  on  concluding  the  Jessions, 

On  ^th  January,  1795,  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  was 
' fucceecled  in  the  government  of  Ireland  by  the  Earl  of 
Fitzvvililam  : the  latter  was  univerfally  received  with  every 
degree  of  public  approbation,  and  the  general' voice  of  the 
country  feemed  to  exprefs  unanimous  fatisfatflion  at  this 
appointment.  Congratulatory  addrelTes  were  prefented 
to  him  on  his  arrival,  from  all  clalTes  and  deferiptions, 
through  every  county  and  from  almoft  every  town. — The 
following  may  ferve  to  fhew  in  what  eftimation  this  noble- 
man was  held,  even  by  thofe  of  the  moft  oppofite  perfua- 
fion.  ' 

An  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  LORE 
LIEUTENANT,  by  a numerous  body  of  Roman  Catho-> 
Lies,  who  went  in  proceflion  from  the  Rotunda  to  the 
Caflle. 

“ Ivlay  it  p leaf e your  Ex.ellencyy 

“We,  his  Majefly’s  moft  dutiful  and  lo)al  fubje61s  the 
Gaiholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  beg  leave  to  approach 

your 
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your  Excellency  with  our  mofl:  fincere  and  heart-felt  con- 
gratulation on  your  appointment  to  the  high  and  important 

office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  kingdom. We  entreat 

your  Excellency  to  believe,  that*  it  is  with  more  than 
ordinary  gratitude  we  receive  this  additional  proof  of  the 
paternal  goodnefs  of  our  molf  gracious  Sovereign,  in  de- 
puting a Nobleman  who,  from  his  charaiHier,”  fituation, 
and  talents,  his  intimate  connexion  with,  and  exienhve 
property  in  this  country,  we  entertain  the  mofl:  .founded 
hopes,  w'ill  flrenuoully  and'  fuccefsfully  promote  the ' 
interefls  of  Ireland — and  our  gratification  is  fitill  heigh- 
tened by  the  flrong  impreffion  we  feel,  that  thofe  men 
will  ftand  foremoft  in  your  Excellency’s  confidence,  who 
have  on  all  great  occafions  appeared  the  moft  'powerful 
fupporters  of  the  interefl  of  their  country — and  to  whofe 
exertions  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  fo  peculiarly  in- 
debted. 

Relieved,  as  we  have  been  recently,  from  the  prefiure 
of  many  fevere  and  degrading  incapacities — we  hope  to 
manifefl:  to  your  Excellency,  that  our  gratitude  is  com- 
menfurate  with  the  benefits  we  have  received,  of  the  value 
and  extent  of  which  we  arc  deeply  fenfible — and  we  can, 
with  confidence,  afiert,  that  when  it  fhall  feem  good  to 
the  Legiflature  to  remove  thofe  difabiiities  which  yet 
remain,  our  demeanour  will  be  that  of  men  worthy  of 
receiving  complete  relief  from  a gracious  and  beneficent 
Monarch,  and  a liber'al  and  enlightened  legiflature. 

‘‘  We  entreat  your  Excellency  to  receive  our  fincere 
profeffions  of  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign,  to  whole  paternal 
recommendation  we  feel  fo  much  indebted — and  of  invio- 
lable attachment  to  the  principles  of  our  moil:  excellent 
conftitution,  into  whofe  bofom  it  is  our  utmoil  ambition 
to  be  admitted  ; and,  we  trufi:  that  to  your  Excellency’s 
adminiftration  is  referved  the  glory  of  cempleating  the 
I 2 benevolent 
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benevolent  wifh  of  the  Father  of  his  People,  for  the  union 
of  ail  his  fuhjects  in  fentiment,  intereil  and  afFedlion,  by 
an  abolition^  of  all  partial  reftri^tions,  founded  only  on 
religious  diftin^iion  ; — thereby  infuri'  g fecurity  and  pro- 
te<5lion  to  the  Catholics,  and  ftrength,  honour,  and 
profperity  to  Ireland/* 

$ 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  reply: 

G entlemeny 

I return  you  thanks  for  this  Addrefs.  The  fpirit  of 
loyalty  which  it  breathes  towards  his  Majefty’s  perfon  and 
government,  the  attachment  which  it  evidences  to  our 
happy  conflitution,  the  approbation  of  my  principles  and 
of  my  pail  condufl:,'  which  it  conveys,  and  the  confidence 
it  profefles  to  repofe  in  my  difpofitions,  to  employ  the 
great  truft  his  Majefty  has  placed  in  my  hands,  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom,  cannot 
but  afford  me  lingular  fatisfaftion. 

From  the  fubmiffive  and  peaceable  condudl  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  under  the  preflTure  of  refl:ri(5lions, 
which  confiderations  of  temporary  policy,  and  circum- 
ffances  peculiar  to  fome  unhappy  periods  of  civil  diflenlion, 
had  impofed,  there  is  every  reafon,  at  this  day,  to  rely  on 
them  for  firm  fidelity  and  cordial  allegiance.  The  language 
you  now  hold  confirms  this  reafonable  expedfation  ; while  i 
the  gratitude  you  exprefs  to  our  beloved  Sovereign  for  his  j 
paternal  care,  to  which  you  fo  loyally  and  juftly  aferibe  the  f | 
firft  openings  of  your  emancipation,  and  the  fentiments  you  1 ^ 
entertain  of  the  magnanimity  of  a liberal  and  enlightened  T S 
parliament,  that  rofe  fuperior  to  the  prejudices  of  ages,  \ 
and  difplayed  a cordial  dilpohtion  to  ceafe  to  diferiminate  [ I 
between  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts,  when  every  motive  for  that  j f 
diferimination  had  ceafed,  muft  be  highly  fatisfadfory  to  { , 

every  dtfeription  of  your  fellow-fubjedfs.  Such  declara-  | 

tions. 
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lions,  while  they  bear  fo  vifible  a ftamp  of  llncerity  and 
truth,  as  your  addrefs  .difcovers,  muft  afford  a pleating 
earneft  of  the  happy  confequences  that  neceffarily  follow 
from  mutual  confidence  and  reciprocal  truft  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fame  empire,  and  manifeft  the  wifdom  of 
the  mealure  that  had  led  the  way  to  that  unity  of  fenti- 
ment  and  intereft,  on  which,  as  on  their  only  folid  bafis, 
the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  nations  reft. 

In  the  faithful  difeharge,  of  my  duty  to  his  Majefty, 
it  fhall  be  my  ftudy  to  call  to  my  councils  thofe  who  are 
diftinguifhed  and  known  for  their  wifdom,  their  integrity, 
and  their  talents — and  who  poffefs  the  confidence  of  his 
Majefty ’s  people.  Aflifted  by  their  advice,  and  availing 
myfelf  of  their  fupport,  I truft  that  I fhall  be  enabled  to 
promote  the  firft  wiflies  of  his  Majefty’s  heart,  by  fecuring 
the  full  and  cordial  union  of  all  his  fubje<fts,  as  the  fureft. 
means  of  fecuring  their  happinefs.  On  your  part  I fhail 
rely  for  correfponding  fentimeiUs,  and  that  you  will  evince, 
by  more  than  profeffions,  that  you  are  determined  to  make 
common  caufe  with  a brave,  loyal,  and  free  people,  in 
oppofing  all  the  enemies  of  his  Majefty *s  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, in  guarding  againft  all  encroachments  on  our 
excellent  Conftitution,  and  in  preferving  (he  internal  peace 
^nd  tranquillity  of  your  country/’ 


PflOTESTANT  DISSENTERS  ADDRESS. 


To  his  Excellency  William  Fitzwilliam,  EarlFirz- 
wiLLiAM,  Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  General  Governor 
of  Ireland. 

“ May  it  pleafe  your  'Excellency ^ 

‘^  Webeg  leave,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  appointment 
©f  his  Majefty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedfs,  the  Proteftant 

Diffenters 
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DlfTenters  of  Ireland,  to  prefent  our  fincere  congratulations 
to  your  Excellency  on  your  fafe  arrival  in  this  kingdom. — 
While  we  approach  your  Excellency  with  peculiar  fatis- 
fa(51ion,  as  the  approved  friend  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  the  inheritor  of  the  virtues  of  your  iliuftrious  kinfman, 
the  'late  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  we  cannot  but  deem 
your  Excellency’s  appointment  to  the  high  ftation  you  now^ 
hold,  a diftinguifhed  mark  of  his  Majefty’s  paternal  regard 
for  the  interehs  of  this  country.” 

**  Deriving  from  cur  anceflors  a high  and  facred  venerati- 
on for  the  principles  of  the  glorious  revolution,  which 
placed  the  auguff  houfe  of  Hanover  cn  the  Throne  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  we  humbly  truft  that  our  condu£l  will  on 
every  occalion  fecure  your  Excellency’s  favourable  re- 
prefentation  of  our  ‘ affectionate  and  fteady. attachment  to 
^theperfon,  family,  and  government  of  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign.” 

Permit  us  to  exprefs  our  conviction  that  your  Excellency’s 
adminiftration  wdll  be  direCled  by  that  enlightened  wif- 
dom  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  true  dignity  of  his 
Majefty’s  Crown,  and  your  Excellency’s  higheft  honour, 

' as  infeparable  from  the  real  welfare,  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs  of  Ireland.” 


To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following 
Anfwer : . ^ ’ 

**  Genilemen^ 

“It is  with pecuHar'fatisfaction  I'receive  this  addrefs  from 
the  Proteftant  Diffenters  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.”  - 

“ Whoever  reveres  the  Confiitution  or  values  the  liberties, 
which  the  fubjeCts  of  the  Britifh  empire  fo  fingularly  en- 
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)oy,  muft  recolle£l  with  pleafurc,  that  at  a moment  of  mofi: 
signal  clanger  to  both,  when  from  the  intrigues  and  ma- 
chinations of  France,  this  kingdom  was  involved  in  all  the 
horrors  of  civil  war,  it  v as  to  the  dauntlefs  fpirit  and  the 
perfevering  efforts  of  the  Proteflant  Diffenters,  that  it 
was,  in  a great  meafure,  indebted,  for  their  preferva- 
tion.’* 

I give  you  full  credit  for  your  profeffions  of  attachment 
to  the  perfon,  family  and  government  of  our  mofi:  gracious 
Sovereign,  and  for  the  high  and  facred  veneration,  which 
you  exprefs  for  the  principles  that  placed  his  auguft  family 
on  tlie  Throne,  as  guardians,  under  Providence,  of  our 
rights  and  liberties  ; and  I am  perfuad^ed,  that  now,  when 
thefe  rights  and  thefe  liberties  are,  as  in  the  days  of  your 
anceftors,  threatened  and  endangered  by  the  fame  refllefs 
enemy  though  under  different  difguires,-you  will  enable 
me  by  your  conduft  to  reprefent  you  to  his  Majefly,  as. 
cordially  uniting  with  every  other  defeription  of  his  Majel- 
ty’s  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom  in  defending  the  right?  of 
his  Crown,  and  in  fecuring  the  bleflings  which  we  all. 
enjoy  under  his  moft  aufpicious  reign.” 

“As  to  myfelf,  perfonally,  you  have  indeed  gratined 
the  beft  and  deareft  feelings  of  my  heart,  by  calling  to  my 
recollection  and  propofing  to  my  imitation  the  revered 
kinfman,  under  whofe  eye  I have  been  brought  up,  and 
bv  whofe  precepts,  my  principles  and  opinions  have  been 
formed.”' 

“ The  interefts  of  this  kingdom,  occupied  at  all  times  a 
principal  plan  in  his  cares  ; and  it  fhall  be  my  peculiar 
liudy,  during  the  courfe  .of  my  adminiftration,  to  enable 
her  to  enjoy  in  quiet  and  tranquillity  the  bleflings  of  that 
conflitution  which  it  was  the  lafb  aft  of  his  life  to,  fecure  to 
her.” 


From 
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From  the  chara£ler,  diipofition  and  abilities  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  the  moft  zealous  hopes  were  entertained, 
that  all  ground  of  internal  differences  would  be  done  away, 
that  a comple  at  emancipation  o f the  Roman  Catholics 
would  take  place,  and  that  Irifli  freedom  and  national  una- 
nimity would  be  eftablifhed  on  a happy  and  permanent  bafis. 

This  expectation  however,  was  foon  difappoiiited — 
the  removal  of  that  nobleman  was  fuddenly  determined 
on,  and  he  furrendered  the  government  of  this  country, 
taking  his  departure  from  it  on  25th  March. 

No  fooner  was  the  intention  of  their  change  difcovered, 
than  he  received  addreffes  from  almoft  every  corporate 
body  in  the  kingdom  : — and  remonftrances  againft  it  were 
even  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  I’hrone.  The  limits  of 
this  work,  will  not  admit  an  infertion  of  all  the  refolutions 
and  addreffes,  entered  into  and  framed  on  this  occafion 
--.-the  following  proceedings  may,  neverthelefs,  fufficiently 
evince  the  public  opinion,  and  ferve  as  an  abridgement  of 
what  occurred  upon  that  fubjeCl. 


At  a numerous  and  rcfpeChble  meeting  of  the  freemen 
and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  convened  by  public 
notice  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  on  Friday  6th  February, 
1795.  Alderman  tienry  Flowifon,  in  the  Chair,' 

The  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  : 

That  this  meeting  humbly  petition  the  King’s  moft  excel- 
lent Majefty,  praying  that  he  will  permit  his  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeCfs,  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  to  lay  before  the  Throne,  their  fincere  profeflions 
of  the  warmeft  and  moft  unalterable  attachment  to  his 
Majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  government,  and  with  hearts 
impreffed  with  the  moft  grateful  fenfations  for  the  many 
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diftinguifhed  marks  of  paternal  regard  and  attention  which 
his  Majedy  has  from  time  to  time  conferred  on  us  and  our 
country,  humbly  now  to  implore  his  royal  favour  and  pro- 
tediond* 

« That  amongft  the  numerous  inftances  of  his  Majefty’s 
beneficence  to  his  Irifli  fubjefts,  we  have  been  peculiarly 
afFefted  by  his  appointment  of  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam  to  the 
chief  government  of  this  kingdom,  a nobleman  endowed 
with  thofe  public  and  private  virtues  which  peculiarly  fit- 
ted him  to  become  the  reprefentative  of  his  Majefty,  in 
prefiding  over  a free  and  loyal  nation,  and  that  we  looked 
to  his  adminiftration  as  to  a period  in  which  Ireland  was  to 
enjoy  contentment  and  profperity.”  • 

That  we  were  induced  to  anticipate  this  happy  confe- 
quence  from  Earl^Fitzwilliam^s  adminiftration,  by  qbferving 
that  he  had  called  to  his  councils  and  confidence,  thofe 
perfons  who  had  ever  a(d:ed  as  the  true  friends  of  their 
King,  country,  and  the  conftitution,  and  whofc  mcafures 
tended  uniformly  to  prprqote  the  infeparable  intereft  of  his 
Majefty  and  his  people. 

“ That  on  this  occafion  we  fondly  hoped,  that  a little  time 
would  have  completed  the  happy  union  of  all  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedts,  by  the  removal  of  thofe  civil  diftin£l;ions,  arifing 
from  differences  in  religious  opinions ; that  a due  and  ef- 
fcdlual  inveftigation  would  take  place  of  thofe  abufes  which 
time  and  corruption  had  introduced  into  public  offices  and 
expenditure  ; and  that  fuch  falutary  meafures  would  be 
adopted  as  might-  fecure  his  people  from  oppreffion,  and 
perpetuate  their  attachment  to  the  conftitution.” 

« That  thefe,  our  pleafing  expectations,  being  fufpend- 
cd,  by  an  apprehenfion  of  the  fudden  removal  of  the  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  from  the  government — we  fear  from  the  uU 
moft  anxiety  a return  of  councils  and  meafures,  which 
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melanclioly  experience  leads  us  to  deprecate  as  dangerous 
tr>  his  Majefty’s  interefts,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  peo- 
ple.” 

That  at  a moment  fo  interefting  to  us  and  our  country, 
we  throw  ourfelves  for  relict  on  his  Majefl-y,  the  kind 
and  beneficent  father  of  his  people,  in  humble  confidence 
that  it  will  not  be  vain,  but  that  his  Majefly  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed,  by  interpofing  between  us  and  this  threat- 
ened calamity,  to  reftore  to  a grateful  nation,  the  prof- 
peft  of  thofe  bleffings,  which  they  hold  in  fo  high  efti- 
mation.” 

That  this  meeting  do  addrefs  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
Fitzv/illiam,  on  occalion  of  the  report  of  his  removal  from 
the  chief  government  of  Ireland.” 

And  a committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  faid  petition 
and  addrefs,  which  being  reported,  were  unanimoufly 
agreed  to. 

Kefolved  unanimoufly,  That  it  be  the  requefi:  of  this 
meeting  to  our  worthy  fellow  citizens  Alderman  Henryk 
Ilowifon  and  George  Maquay,  Elq  *,  that  they  will  gratify 
the  earnefi:  defire  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  here  af- 
fembled,  by  convcying'their  petition  to  his  Majefly.” 

Refolved,  That  Alderman  Howifon  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  do  attend  Earl  Fitzwilliam  with  our 
addrefs.” 


At  a meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Kildare,  held  at  Naas,  this  26th  of  March, 
3795,  purfuant  to  adjournment, — Sir  Fenton  Aylmer,  Bt. 
in  the  Chair. 

Michael  Aylmer,  Efq;  having  reported  to  the  meeting 

^ that 
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that  on  the  i8th  of  March,  inft.  John  Taylor,  Efq*,  and 
he,  had  prefented  the  petition  agreed  to  at  the  laft  meeting 
of  this  county  to  his  Majelly. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  hereby  return  the  thanks  of  this  coun- 
ty to  John  Taylor  and  Michael  Aylmer,  Efqrs.  for  having 
fulfilled  the  commiffion  intr^^led  to  their  charge  at  our  laft 
meeting.” 

« Refolved,  That  it  is  with  inexpreSible  regret  we  learn 
by  the  departure  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  from  this  country, 
that  his  Majefty  has  not  been  pleafed  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  our  humble  and  dutiful  petition  ; and  we  moft  ferioufly 
apprehend  that  the  removal  of  that  exalted  charaifter  from 
the  government,  and  with  him  the  tried  friends  of  Ireland 
from  its  councils,  is  preparatory  to  the  reftoration  of  the 
former  fyftem  of  malverfation  under  which  the  people  were 
plundered,  difgraced,  and  irritated.” 

That  under  circumftances  offuch  juftifiable  alarm,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  good  fubje£l  to  watch  the  fteps  of  the 
new  adminiftration  with  firmnefs  and  circumfpe£lion,  but 
at  the  fame  time  with  patience  and  perfeverance.’* 

And,  That  we  (hall  deem  the  fuccefs  or  failure  of  the 
ferious  queftion  of  Catholic  Emancipation  the  beft  criterion 
to  judge,  whether  it  be  the  intention  of  the  new  Miniftry 
to  unite  and  conciliate  the  affe^ions  of  all  the  people,  or 
to  convince  them  at  once  that  it  is  predetermined  to  divide, 
and  then  to  put  them  down.” 

“ Refolved,  That  the  foregoing  Refolutions,  together  with 
our  petition  to  his  Majefty,  be  printed  in  the  Dublin  Even- 
ing Poft,  the  Hibernian  and  Dublin  Journals,  the  North- 
ern Star,  and  London  Sun  and  Star  ” 

FENTON  AYLMER,  High  Sheriff.’’ 


PETI- 
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PETITION 

PRESENTED  TO  HIS  MAJESTY,  1 8th  of  MARCH,  I795. 

<‘We,  your  Maj^fty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  the 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  Kildare,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  duly  convened  by  the  High  Sheriff, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  Majefty  with  affu ranee  of  the 
moft  unfeigned  gratitude  and  affeeSlion  for  the  many  bleff- 
ings  we  derive  thro’  the  medium  of  our  happy  conftitution, 
under  your  Majefty’s  wife  and  benignant  reign. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  affure  your  Maj'efty  that  we 
confider  the  appointment  of  Earl  Fitzwiiliam  to  the  govera- 
ment  of  Ireland  as  a peculiar  inftance  of  our  beloved  So- 
vereign’s confideration  for  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  his 
people.  Inafmuch  as  we  look  forward  with  anxious  hope 
in  the  adminiftration  of  a nobleman  poffeffing  fo  high  a 
character  for  integrity,  ability,  and  liberal  fentiments,  to 
behold  our  fellow  fubjecSts  of  every  religious  delcription 
reftored  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  aud  to  fee  a 
complete  reform  in  the  many  abufes  e^tifting  in  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  ; and  we  defemed  it  a happy  carneft  of 
thofe  bleffings  that  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  call  to 
his  councils  men  who  had  uniformly  fupported  the  true 
interefts  and  honour  of  this  kingdom. — When  the  moft 
fanguine , expectations  were  entertained,  at  the  happy  pro- 
fpeCl  of  a wife  and  liberal  adminiftration,  by  which  all  in^ 
vidious  diftinCtions  were  to  be  done  away,  and  when  a 
whole  people  felt  themfelves  united  by  a common  intereft 
in  the  fupport  of  our  moft  excellent  conftitution,  and  in 
loyalty  and  affeiftion  to  your  Majefty’s  perfou  and  family, 
it  was  with  the  deepeft  concern  we  have  learned  that  fome 
miftnformed  Minifter  had  been  inconsiderate  enough  to  ad- 
vife  your  Majefty  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  your  people,  by 
withdrawing  Earl  Fitzwiiliam  from  the  government  of  Ire- 
land at  this  awful  crifis.” 


That 
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^«That  we  apprehend  that  his  Excellency’s  departure  will 
announce  a return  to  the  old  fyftem  of  adminiftration  in  this 
country^  to  prevent  which  we  moft  humbly  folicit  the  Inter- 
ference of  your  Majefty,  convinced  as  we  are  by  fatal  ex- 
perience, that  it  is  replete  with  mifchiefs  from  the  divifions 
it  ftruggles  to  eftablifh,  the  profufion  of  expenditure  it  en- 
courages, the  confequent  burdens  it  is  obliged  to  impofe 
on  the  people,  atid  the  avowed  contempt  of  public  opinion 
it  manifefts.” 

“ Penetrated  as  we  are  with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  wife  and  benign  dirpofition,  and  convinced  from  ex- 
perience of  your  Majefty’s  defire  to  promote  the  peace  andl 
fecurity  of  your  faithful  fubje^ts,  we  humbly  prefume  ear- 
neftly  to  befeech  your  Majefty  to  take  into  your  moft  ferious 
contideration  the  alarming  lituatlon  of  this  country,  and  to 
give  fuch  inftru(ftions  to  your  Majefty’s  minifters  as  may 
tend  to  calm  the  apprehenfions  of  your  loyal  and  afFeiftionate 
people,  and  to  reftore  confidence  to  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs  in  this  kingdom.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in 
duty  bound,  will  pray.’* 


AT  a moft  numerous  and  refpeiftable  meeting  of  the 
Catholics  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  convened  by  public 
notice,  at  the  Chapel  in  Francis-ftreet,  on  Thurfday  the  9th 
of  April,  1795.— Jn.  Sweetman,  Efq.  being  unanimoufly 
called  to  the  chair, 

Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Keogh,  and  Baron  Huftey,  reported, 
« That  they  had  on  Friday  the  13th  of  March,  prefented  the 
Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  to  his  Majefty,  which 
Petition  he  was  pleafed  to  receive  gracioufty;  and  that  on 
application  to  his  Majefty’s  Minfters  for  fuch  information 
as  they  might  think  fit  to  impart,  ,the  anfwer  returned, 
was,  that  the  King’s  plcafure  on  the  fubjeift  of  the  Catholic 

claims 
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claims  was  communicated  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
that  he  was  the  proper  channel  thro^  whom  it  might  be 
known  ; but  that  the  deputation  in  confequence  of  their 
inftrudlions  did  not  confider  themfelves  at  liberty  to  make 
any  further  application. 

“ Refoived,  That  we  fee  with  the  greateft  concern  by  the 
removal  of  our  late  much  refpe^led  Viceroy,  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  contrary  to  the  unanimous  wifli  of  the  whole 
people,  how  little  the  interefts  or  the  wilhes  of  Ireland 
avail,  in  a matter  of  the  higheft  import  to  her  well-being 

Refoived,  That  we  derive  confolation  under  the  lofs 
which  we  all  fuftain  by  the  removal  of  the  late  popular 
Adminiftration,  in  contemplating  the  riling  fpirit  of  har- 
mony and  co-operation  among  all  fe£ls  and  deferiptions  of 
Iriflimen,  fo  rapidly  accelerated  by  that  event  *,  and  we  do 
moil  earneftly  recommend  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to 
cultivate  by  all  poffible  means  the  friendfhip  and  affection 
of  their  Protehant  brethren,  fatisfied  as  we  are,  that  na- 
tional union  is  national  flrength,  happinefs  and  profperity.” 

“ Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Grattan,  be  requefted  to  introduce  the  Catholic  Bill  im- 
mediately on  the  meeting  of  Parliament.” 

[A  paffage  from  a printed  book,  entitled  Letter 
from  a venerated  Nobleman,  recently  retired  from  this 
country,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,”  being  read,  to  the  follow- 
ing efFecSl— “ Then,  for  the  hrft  time,  it  appears  to  have 
been  difeerned,  that  the  deferring  the  Catholic  queftion  ^ 
would  be,  not  merely  an  expediency,  or  a thing  to  be 
defired  for  the  prefent-— but  the  means  of  doing  a 
GREATER  SERVICE  TO  THE  BriTIScI  EmPIRE  THAN  IT  HAS 
BEEN  CAPABLE  OF  RECEIVING  SINCE  THE  REVOLUTION, 

OR  AT  LEAST  SINCE  THE  UNION!!  !”  and  alfo 
another  pafTage,  “That  if  the  conlidcration  of  this  queftion 

could 
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CO  tild  be  deferred  till  the  Peace  was  hisGrace 

fhould  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
advantages  which  perhaps  are  not  to  be  hoped  for  in  any 
other  iuppofable  cafe.”  And  it  appearing  that  thofe 
expreflions,  fuppofed  to  be  thole  of  a Perfonage  in  high 
official  ftation,  can  admit  of  no  import  or  meaning  other 
than  that  of  a meditated  Union  between  this  country  and 
Gt,  Britain] 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  we  arehncerely  and  unalte- 
rably attached  to  the  RIGHTS,  LIBliRTlES,  and 
INDEPENDANCE  of  our  NATIVE  COUNTRY;  and 
we  pledge  ourfelves,  collectively  and  individually  to  relift, 
even  our  own  Emancipation-— if  propofed  to  be  conceded 
upon  the  ignominious  terms  of  an  acquiefcence  in  the  fatal 
meafure  of  AN  UNION  with  the  filter  kingdom.” 

“ Refolved  unanimoully,  That  while  we  make  this  un- 
difguifed  declaration  of  our  lentiments,  in  order  to  fatisfy 
the  Public  mind,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a meafure  fo  full 
of  violence  and  ruin,  will  never  be  hazarded ; convinced 
as  we  are  that  no  let  of  men  will  arrogate  to  themfelves  a 
power  w’hich  is  contrary  to  the  ends  and  purpofes  of  all 
Government— -a  power  to  furrender  the  liberties  of  their 
country— and  to  feal  the  flavery  of  future  generations.”  - 

[A  numerous  Afiembly  of  the  Students  of  the  Univerfity 
wffio  this  day  waited  on  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan, 
with  an  Addrefs,  having  appeared,  and  being  admitted  in 
the  molt  refpcCtful  manner,  amidft  the  loudefi;  plaudits  of 
the  Meeting-— and  the  Secretary  having,  by  their  order, 
communicated  their  Addrefs,  together  with  Mr.  Grattan’s 
Anfwer.] 

“ Refolved  unanimoulN,  That  weobferve  with  grateful 
cordiality  and  honeft  exultation  the  appearance  of  fo  large 
and  refpeCIable  a body  of  the  learned  and  ingenuous  youth 

of 
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of  Ireland^  this  day  among  us ; we  accept  their  patriotic 
adoption  of  our  caufe  as  the  fureft  omen  of  its  fuccefs  | 
convinced  that  the  moft  malignant  efforts  of  our  corrupt 
and  bigoted  oppreffors  mufl  fpeedily  give  way  to  the 
UNION,  irrefiftible  as  it  is  natural,  of  letters  with  liberty, 
of  wifdom  with  juftice,  and  of  fcience  with  truth— And 
we  invite  and  requeft  the  prefent  refpe^lable  vifitors,  and 
their  brethren  of  the  Univerfity,  to  honour  our  future 
meetings  with  their  prefence  and  fupport.’* 

“ Refolved  unanimoully,  That  our  fincere  and  grateful 
thanks  be  and  are  hereby  returned  to  our  Proteftant  breth- 
ren of  Belfaft  and  of  Dublin  ;---to  the  different  counties 
and  great  cities  who  have  addreffed  either  the  Crown  or 
Parliament  on  our  behalf — and  to  every  body  of  men  and 
every  individual  among  our  Proteftant  brethren,  who  have 
flood  forward  in  the  caufe  of  Catholic  emancipation — the 
CAUSE  OF  Irish  Liberty.’^ 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  neceffary  expences  in 
printing  and  otherwife,  attendant  on  our  prefent  applica- 
tion to  the  Legiflature,  as  well  as  the  engagements  of  the 
late  general  committee,  remaining  flill  in  a great  mealurc 
undifeharged,  and  for  which  the  credit  of  the  Catholic  Body 
is  pledged — require  the  meafure  of  a fpeedy  and  liberaU 
Subfeription/’ 

« Refolved  unanimoufly  therefore.  That  we  recommend 
earneflly  to  our  fellow  citizens  in  the  different  parifhes  of 
this  city,  to  appoint  Gentlemen  forthwith  in  each  parifh, 
to  receive  flich  fubferiptions  as  may  be  offered  for  the 
above  juft  and  neceffary  purpofes  5 — and  we  call  on  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  to  co-operate  with  us,  by  contributing 
on  their  parts  liberally  towards  the  difeharge  of  the  debts 
incurred  in  the  purfuit  of  our  common  emancipation;” 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin, 

RICH.  MCCORMICK  Sec” 
- ■ To 
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To  fhew  the  ftate  of  the  public  mind  at  this  crifis,  it 
may  not  be  irrelevant  to  infert  the  following  comparifons 
which  was  drawn  in  forae  of  the  public  papers^  between 
Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  and  Lord  Weftmoreland’s  Adminiftra- 
tiori. 

LORD  Westmoreland’s  administration. 

Session  ift. Sale  of  peerages ; creation  of  I4newpar« 

liamentary  places  to  buy  the  members, — Attack  on  the  rights 
of  the  corporation  of  Dublin.  Protection  to  the  abufes  of 
the  Police. — Rejection  of  place  bill,  penfion  bill,  refponfi- 
bility  bill,  and  revenue  officer’s  bill. 

Session  2d. — - Evafion  of  plan  propofed  to  encourage 
the  brewery,  and  dilcourage  the  exceffive  ufe  of  fpirits — 

Refiftance  to  an  Eaft  India  trade — Protection  of  the  abufes 
of  the  police.— A rejection  of  the  above  bill,  and  defence 
of  fiats. 

Session  3d. — — RcjeCtion  of  the  Catholic  petition.— 

InftruCtion  to  the  Grand  Juries  to  enter  into  refolutions 
againft  the  Catholic  franchile. — Defence  of  the  abufes  of 
Police,  and  rejection  of  the  above  bills. 

I 

Session  4th. Gunpowder  bill.  Convention  bill,  and 

protection  of  the  abufes  of  the  police.— On  the  other  hand, 
the  Penfion  bill,  and  in  an  imperfeCt  ffiape  the  Place  bill 
of  the  Oppqfition  at  laft  adopted — together  with  another 
mcafurc  of  the  oppofition,  a relief,  but  a partial  one, 
to  the  Catholics.—  and  the  Eaft  India  trade  given  up  for 
a more  ample  pofleffion  of  the  Weft, -.-All  the  regular  / 

army  fent  out  of  the  kingdom.— -A  Treafury  Board 
eftabliffied  in  expence,  but  ^ot  in  power,  ner  utility. 

VoL.  III. 
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Sejfion  ^th. Recommendation  of  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyhe 

to  the  Provoil,  who  was  to  have  been  alfo  Bifhop  of 
Oilbry,  and  to  have  had  two  boroughs  for  the  ufe  of 
Government. — Plundered  of  every  great  reverfion  in  the 
country, — Breach  of  law  by  the  illegal  expenditure  of 
money  without  account  authority. — JLeaviiig  the.  country 
without  an  army  or  arms  ; and  that  moll  fcandalous  and 
fwindling  bufinefs,  the  new  regiments. 

LORD  FITZWILLIAMS^s  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
SIX  WEEKS. 

Hearth-mo n ey  taken  off  the  poor.— -Excife  taken  off  the 
beer  and  ale. — xAll  reftridlions,  pains  and  penalties,  taken 
off  the  trade  of  a brewer  — Check  given  to  the  exceflive 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors*  Refponfibility  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  eflablifhed.  Abufes  of  the  Police 
abolifhed. — Enquiry  into  the  expences  of  the  coWedling  the 
revenue  permitted.*  Forty-three  thoufand  men  propofed 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  Roman  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation propounded.  The  oppreflive  office  of  Firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Revenue  abolifhed.  The  Primacy 
refcued  frorh  a monopolizing  breed  of  Jobbers,  and  given 
to  learning  and  piety. — The  College  refcued  from  a ftran- 
ger,  an  intruder,  and  a Jobber,  and  committed  to  the  care 
of  one  of  its  own  body. 

The  defpotifm  of  Clerks  defpofed — and  the  triump  of 
vice  in  private  as  well  as  in  public,  interrupted. 

For  the  Crown  they  got  a greater  body  of  force  than 
ever  was  before  granted,  and  a greater  fopply  than  former- 
ly. After  all  done  in  favour  of  trade  and  the  poor,  yet  on 
a calculation  it  appeared  they  raifed  the  revenue  near 
200,000/.  per  annum. 
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Let  us  now  advert  to  the  Debt  of  the  Nation.  In  the 
year  1791,  it  was  2,23i>oool.  in  1793  amounted  to 
2^344,000/.  and  in  1795,  it  was  no  lels  than'’3,o 82,000!. 

On  the  departure  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  his  Grace  the 
Lord  PriiKatc,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  were  fworn  Lords 
Juftices.  They  held  the  ,reins  of  government  until  31II 
March,  on  which  day  Ear!  Camden  arrived  and  took  upon 
him  the  government  of  this  Country. 

To  the  lofs  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  has  in  a great  mcalure 
been  attributed  thofe  unhappy  difturbances  which  not  long 
after  took  place  amongft  us , the  caufes  of  his  recal  became 
a fubje^f  of  parliamentary  conhderation,  both  here  and  in 
Great  Britain.  The  public  mind  appeared  to  be  in  a fer- 
ment ; perfons  of  every  religious  perfuafion  feemed  deter- 
mined to  unite  in  one  political  lentiment,  and  this  was  ftill 
ftrengthened  by  the  difappointment  the  Roman  Catholics 
received,  by  their  efforts  for  a complete  emancipation 
being  defeated  the^enfuing  leffion.  We  have  already  ftated 
fo  fully  the  arguments  which  were  offered  in  parliament 
on  both  fides  of  this  queftion,  during  fome  former  fittings, 
that  we  are  obliged  to  forbear  adding  what  occurred  on  that 
fubjedl  inthefeflion  of  1795,  as  it  would  be  little  more  than 
recapitulation. 

On  the  31ft  of  April,  the  houfe  of  Commons  met  pur- 
fuant  ‘to  adjournment,  amongft  other  proceedings  Mr. 
Grattan,  moved  that  a committee  fhould  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftace  of  the  nation  : the  object 
of  which  was,  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  Earl  Firzwilliam’s 
fudden  recal  from  this  country.  The  motion  was  negatived 
by  a majority  of  no.  * “In  the  courfe  of  debate,  it 
appeared  that  arrangements  and  not  meafures  were  the  real 
caufes  of  Lord  Fitz william’s  removal  j and  upon  the  whole, 

* View  of  hhh  Affairs  Vol,  ad.  Page  Z75, 
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it  was  evident,  tliat  there  had  been  too  much  addrefs  upoit 
one  part,  and  too  much  placidity  on  the  other/' 

On  this  occanon,  Mr.  Grattan,  in  the  courfe  of  debate^ 
fpoke  as  follows. 

He  obferved  that  the  queftion  was  not  whether  Lord 
Wedmoreland  had  dlfpenfed  with  Afts  of  Parliament,  but 
being,  by  papers  on  your  table,  convidted  of  having  exercifed 
a difpenfing  power,  the  queflion  was,  whether  the  Houfe 
Ihould  proceed  to  impeach  him.  1 am  fure  you  ought. 
Nothing  can  be  fo  evident  as  the  law,  except  it  be  a breach 
of  it.  The  King  in  69  fent  a mefTage  to  this  Houfe,  that 
jj  2,000  men  w-ere  neceflary  to  be  kept  within  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland!  for  its  defence  at  all  times,  fave  only  invafion 
Of  rebellion  in  Great  Britain.  His  Meflage  is  reduced  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply  into  the  following  refolution : 
That  12,000  men  are  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdcm — That  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion his  determined  refolution,  fignified  by  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, to  keep  within  this  kingdom  12,000  men  at  all  times 
for  the  necelTary  defence  of  the  fame,  rebellion  or  invafion 
in  Great  Britain  excepted— -it  is  neccffary  to  augment  the 
army  3,000  men.  Thus  the  king’s  promife  is  made  matter 
of  record,  and  of  covenant  ; — and  the  additional  force  and 
the  fupply  granted  on  this  condition  of  bis  fulfilling  his 
part  of  the  covenant  fo  recorded.  This  covenant  is  then 
made  matter  of  law,  and  reduced  into  provifions  in  the 
Money  Bill  j which  provifions  run  nearly  as  follows they 
recite  the  fenfe  of  the  Legiflature  that  12,000  men  are 
neceflary  to  be  kept  within  this  country  for  its  defence,  and 
grant  the  additional  3,000  men  to  fecure  the  prefence  of  the 
12,000  men.  They  then  recite  too  the  King’s  promife  and 
determined  refolution  to  keep  at  all  times,  fave  the  two 
excepted  cafes,  12,000  men  within  the  kingdom  for  its 
defence,  and  then  grant  him  the  fupply  for  th^t  purpose. 
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as  well  as  the  other  purpofes  of  Government.  The  practice 
has  been  accordingly — and  in  75  and  82,  when  that  portion 
of  the  troops  were  wanted  abroad,  the  Government  applied 
and  obtained  an  AO:  of  Parliament,  This  provifion.  h 
always  a provifion  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  continues  every 
year  repeated  in  the  Committee  of  Supply— -repeated  ii> 
the  Money  Bill — and  repeated  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  It 
follows  that  by  the  laws  of  Ireland  no  Lord  Lieutenant  can 
remove  the  troops  out  of  Ireland,  fo  as  to  diminifli  the 
number  below  the  complement  of  12,000.  Now  by  the 
papers  on  the  table,  namely,  the  Army  Returns,  which 
are  complete  evidence,  it  appears  Lord  Weftmoreland 
did  reduce  your  army  in  the  months  of  June,  AugutT, 
September,  October,  and  November,  to  8,000,  and  in  ^ 
fome  of  thofe  months  to  6,000  ; — it  follows  that  the  Earl 
of  Weftmoreland  has  difpenfed  with  the  laws  of  Ireland — 
it  follows  that  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  has  offended 
againft  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  has  violated  the 
principles  of  the  revolution — he  has  committed  an  acl  for 
which  James  II.  was  depofed,  and  when  he  was  on  the  ^ 
throne  as  Viceroy,  was  a greater  offender  againft:  the  law 
than  any  ordinary  delinquent— the  motion  is  not  fo  much 
to  try  his  offence  as  to  proceed  on  his  conviiftion.  W^e 
heard  the  other  day  the  revolution  fet  up  againft  the 
Catholics,  moft  improperly  and  fi£litioufly — we  now  fet 
up  moft  neceffarily  and  properly  the  Revolution  againft 
the  Viceroy,  whofe  advocates  have  fet  up  the  Revolution 
againft  the  Catholics,  and  the  difpenfing  power  againlt 
the  Revolution.’*  , 

«It  feems  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  may  negoclate 
the  fale  of  Peerages,  and  break  the  law  with  impunity — it 
feems  his  fucceffor  Lord  Weftmoreland  may  remove  the 
troops  and  break  the  law  with  impunity,  and  that  Ireland 
under  the  fyftem  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  pays  20,oooL  a 
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year  to  her  Governors  for  breaking  her  laws— and  this  is 
the  fyftem  which  is  to  put  anarchy  to  the  blufh.  Lord 
Wefimoreland’s  friends  have  faid  in  the  debate  that  he 
only  obeys  his  orders— that  is,  his  friends  fay  in  other 
words  that  he  was  not  a Viceroy  but  a perfedl  nothing. 
But  fuch  an  excufe  as  this  we  muft  not  receive— -as  long  as 
any  man  fhall  be  placed  in  the  htuation  of  a Lord  Lieute- 
nant or  Governor  of  Ireland,  fo  long  in  fuppofitlon  of  law 
is  he  an  accountable  officer,  a felf-agent — anfwerable  to 
Parliament  for  mikondu6\:  -- violation-'-dellnquencies  of 
any  and  of  every  fort.  Were  this  argument  truCj  it  would 
feem  that  the  EngliQi  Court  was  an  afylum  for  Irifli 
culprits — a bar  to  the  privileges  of  our  Catholics,  and  a 
protecStion  to  the  breaches  of  our  law.  If  fuch  an  offence 
as  this  is  fuffered  to  be  paffed  over,  how  can  any  minifter 
talk  again  of  the  Revolution,  or  of  the  lawleffnefs  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  when  the  Chief  Mag^iflrate  himfelf, 
namely,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  the  greateft  offender 
againft  law,  and  a recorded  violator  ot  the  principles  of  the 
Revolution — a convicSIed  offender  breaks  the  King’s  cove? 
nant— -violates  the  declaration  of  right-— exercifes  a dif- 
" penling  power  which  when  exercifed  by  a King  was  the 
attainder  of  the  Crown,  Under  thefe  circutnllances  how 
can  we  avoid  proceeding  againft  Ld.  W ?— how  can  we 
ctherwife  difpofe  of  him?  Here  are  the  laws  which  contain 
the  covenant,  and  here  are  the  army  returns  which  con- 
tain the  breach  of  it— -can  we  covin  with  Lord  Weftmore- 
land,  and  combine  and  confederate  with  him  againft  the 
law-—againft  the  revolution— againft  the  declaration  of 
rights--againft  the  maxims  which  placed  his  Majefty’s 
Family  on  the  Throne.  Will  you  fuffer  a Chief  Governor 
thus  convicled  to  efcape  ?— -Does  th^  principles  of  the 
revolution  exift  in  Ireland  ? May  a Viceroy  with  impunity 
dilpenfe  with  an  a61:  of  Parliam,ent  in  Ireland  ? The  King 
certainly  cannot  do  fp  in  England.  Tet  us  know  the 

nature 
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pature  of  our  government— of  our  practical  government, 
and  the  reality  of  thofe  bleffings  which  are  told  we  enjoy 
under  our  moft  happy  Conftitution,  which  I admit  to  be 
moft  excellent,  and  therefore  would  proceed  againft  a 
Viceroy,;  who  has  ofl'ended  againft  that  conftitution.  Is 
the  Irifh  Viceroy  above  the  law?  If  not---proceed  againft 
Lord  W.  for  he'has  broke  the  law,  ^ If  Lord  Weftmoreland 
is  not  an  offender,  James  the  2d.  was  innocent,  if  an  Irifti 
Viceroy  may  with  impunity  difpenfe  with  an  adf  of  Parlia- 
ment—an  do  I fay— a hoft  of  them— -if  this  Houfe^ 

knowing  this,  with  the  evidence  of  his  guMt  ftaring  you  in. 
the  face.  Why  then  do  we  fpeak  of  the  Revolution,  or 
of  that  much  injured  Prince  James  the  2d.  who  did  not  It 
feems  know  how  to  abdicate- --much  injured  Houfe  of 
Stuart  ! not  in  my  opinion,  becaufe  I would  proceed 
againft  the  Viceroy  that  tread  in  their  foot-fteps— -but  much 
injured  in  my  opinion  by  thofe  who  approve  of  its  pernici- 
ous principle  and  practices  reftored  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland,  in  the  perfon  of  that  Viceroy,  whofe  conduct  calls 
fo  loudly  for  IMPEACHMENT.— But,  fay  Gentlemen, 
you  have  not  before  yon  the  whole  of  the  cafe — not  fo  far 
as  is  neceffary  to  prove  the  exercife  of  a difpenfing  power, 
and  to  impeach  Lord  Weftmoreland,  The  evidence  is, 
complete — as  far  as  is  neceffary  to  give  complete  knowledge 

of  the  mifcondufl  of  his  Government. The  evidence  is 

not  complete— on  examination  yon  will  find  that  imall 
as  the  force  is  which  appears  on  your  paper,  it  is  greater 
than  the  effective  force  that  could  have  been  brought  to 
aift.  Lord  Weftmoreland,  'tis  notorious,  left  you  at  a 
certain  time,  with  fcarce  any  army  whatfoever ; he  fent 
away  almoft  all  your  artillery  men  j he  left  you  without 
arms — and  as  far  as  depended  on  the  condu<ft  of  the  Chief 
Governor,  he  abdicated  Ireland  to  France  ; had  France 
made  a defeent,  fuch  was  the  mifcondufl:  of  that  Viceroy, 
fhe  had  found  Ireland,  thro’  his  mifeonduff,  without  army, 

without 
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without  arms,  and  without  artillery.  This  is  the  fccond 
inftance  of  a war  in  which  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  have 
taken  out  of  the  kingdom  its  necelTary  defence,  and  have 
left  her  naked  in  wars  in  which  they  had  involved  her; 
the  firft  was  the  removal,  of  the  troops  by  Afl  of  Parlia- 
ment between  1776  and  1779— the  fecond  was  the  removal 
of  the  troops  in  the  fecond  infiance,  without  A£l  of  Parlia- 
ment,  and  againfi  Aft  of  Parliament.  Perhaps  Gentlemen 
on  a ftill  further  examination  would  find  that  the  exercife 
of  a difpenfing  power,  and  the  dereliftion  of  the  country  to  ' 
France  by  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  were  not  the  only 
CHARGES  AGAINST  GOVERNMENT — but  that  the  brokerage 
in  the  management  of  the  army— the  many  foul  praftices, 
and  the  fliocking  fyflem  of  JOBBING  and  the  Traffic,  are 
to  be  added  to  other  confiderations,  to  whom  the  crime 
belongs — how  far  fuch  praftices  extend,  I cannot  prefume 
to  afeertain,  but  I muft  fay  that  it  is  neceffary  for  the 
credit  of  Lord  Weftmoreland,  that  he  fhould  acquit 
himfelf  of  thofe  praftices  which  did  take  place  under  his 
Government,  and  which,  tho’  lefs  penal,  often  the  difpenf- 
ing power  in  the  point  of  law,  yet  in  common  opinion  are 
not  lefs  reprehenfible — more  difhonorable.  A Member 
fuggefls  a defence,  'tis  an  extraordinary  one:  his  defence 
for  removing  the  troops  \ is  that  mofl  excellent  fubflitute 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom — the  new  levies.  But,  Sir,’ 
thefe  new  levies  come  not  within  the  letter,  as  little  as 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament ; they  were 
not  in  your  pay,  and  therefore  can  be  no  part  of  the  12,000 
men  covenanted  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  cr  in  the 
Money  Bill — they  are  not  any  part  of  your  eftablifhment — 
they  were  entirely  incomplete  ; they  were  not  armed, 
and  inflead  of  being  raifed  to  be  kept  within  the  country 
for  its  defence — they  were  levied  to  be  fent  immediately 
out  of  it — there  the  fuggeftion  of  fuch  an  argument  there- 
fore is  the  fuggeftion  of  an  invafion,  .not  of  a defence,  it 

is 
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is  the  fuggeftion  of  a trick — of  an  impoftorlhip — of  a 
fraud  ; it  is  not  a bad  defence,  but  a fcandalous  prevarica- 
tion— a fort  of  clerk-like  dexterity — but  fo  clumfy,  fo  mife- 
rable,  and  fo  glaring — that  it  does  not  keep  within  the 
letter  of  the  a^l,  whofe  objeft  if  profefTes  to  defraud,  and 
of  whofe  provifions  it  profeflbs  to  cheat  the  Public.” 

It  is  therefore  not  an  evafion  of  an  afl,  hut  an  attempt 
to  invade  it — an  unfortunate  conceit,  and  an  abortive  elTay 
to  go  out  of  provifions  of  law  by  duplicity  and  trick,  and 
fuch  a fuggeftion  and  piece  of  craft  it  is,  as  would  render 
it  impoflible  hereafter  for  the  people  to  enter  into  any 
covenant  with  the  King,  or  to  hope  to  bind  his  Majefty  by 
an  adf  of  Parliament ; it  tends  therefore  to  put  an  end  to 
all  dealing  with  the  Crown,  and  therefore  for  its  mifehief 
to  the  Government,  as  to  the  people,  deferves  the  fcorn 
which  it  has  received  fo  abundantly.  The  gentleman  who 
advances  this  argument  faid,  that  no  Government  had 
kept  up  precifely  within  the  kingdom,  at  all  times,  the 

12.000  men,  therefore,  fays  he,  every  Government  has 
difpenfed  with  the  law.  This  is  an  obfervation  made  by 
a gentleman  who  has  been,  if  not  in  the  fervice  of  the 
very  Government,  at  leaft  in  every  Government  train. 
liV  hat ! becaufe  you  can’t  make  12,000  efFe£live  men  on 
paper,  turn  out  12,000  efFe£five  men  in  their  fhoes ; 
they  need  not  be  more  than  8, ©00  ; not  more  than  7,000  ; 
more  than  6,000  *,  they  need  not  be  Any  thing.  And 
on  two  fuch  doffrines  is  the  difpenfing  power  in  Ireland 
defended.  But  we  have  underftood  Lord  Weftmore- 
land’s  offence,  when  we  faid  he  w^as  bound  to  keep  x 2,000 
men  in  the  kingdom.  He  was  in  fa<ft  bound  to  keep 

17.000  men:  he  got  5,000  additional  in  93,  for  the 
additional  defence  of  the  kingdom,  fo  are  the  words  of  the 
aft.  In  addition  to  the  12,000,  the  a£f  fays,  it  maybe 
peceflary  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  to  keep  5,000 

' , more 
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more  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  Such  has  been 
your  providence ; fuch  the  efFedl  of  it.  Ireland,  fay 
gentlemen,  was  preferved  in  Germany,  America  was  faid 
to  have  been  conquered  in  Germany,  but  it  was  when 
France  was  beaten  in  Germany  ; but  in  the  prelent  war, 
England  did  not  think  herfelf  defended  in  Germany  the 
laft  year,  for  fiie  was  railing  troops  of  every  defeription  for 
her  defence,  while  the  Irilh  Viceroy  was  robbing  Ireland 
againft  the  law,  of  the  troops  adlually  raifed  for  your 
defence. 

<«  Gentlemen  have  faid,  that  the  army  returns  don’t 
include  the  commiffioned  and  non-commiflioned,  nor  the 
invalids : The  anlwer,  is,  they  include  both  [fee  the 
returns].  Gentlemen  have  Ihewn  a furprize  that  a 
member  who  was  appointed  a Militia  Colonel  by  Lord 
Weftmoreland  flaould  take  fteps  againft  him  for  breaking 
the  law.  His  fituation  in  the  country  commanded  the** 
appointment  ; the  fame  fttuation,  and  his  duty  demand 
penal  proceedings.  I give  it  my  entire  confent,  I muft 
obferve,  ’tis  a ftriking  circumftance,  that  in  a debate 
where  the  condueft  of  Lord  Weftmoreland  towards  the 
Irilh  army  has  been  fo  publicly  and  lo  loudly  arraigned, 
no  one  veteran  of  the  army,  nor  any  old  officer,  has 
ventured  to  defend  him.  They  are  men  of  honour.  1 
muft  alfo  obferve  that  the  Houfe  on  both  lides  acknowledge 
his  guilt,  for  inftead  of  putting  a negative  on  the  refoluti- 
on,  they  move  the  order  of  the  day : fo  that  the  public 
is  to  colleft  that  the  Houfe  acknowledges  the  offence,  tho* 
they  wilh  to  fave  the  offender.” 


On  the  23  of  April,  the  following  trial  came  on  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench. 

The  KING,  V.  Rev.  WM.  JACKSON. 

This  was  a Trial  on  a charge  of  High  Treafon  againft 
the  prifoner,  for  compaffing  and  imagining  the  King’s 

death, 
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death,  and  for  adhering  to  his  enemies,  by  carrying  on  a 
traitorous  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  exercifing  the 
government  of  France  now,  and  for  a long  time  paft,  at 
open  war  with  the  King,  and  endeavouring  to  induce  them 
to  invade  this  kingdom,  by  fhips  and  armed  men,  and  to 
overturn  his  Majefty’s  government. 

The  court  was  opened  at  ten  o’clock.  The  Judges  who 
fat  were  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Clonmel,  and  Judges 
Downes  and  Chamberlaine.  ^ 

The  profecution  was  opened  by  councellor  French,  and 
the  cafe  ftated  by  Mr.  Attorney  General,  which  took  up 
about  an  hour  and  an  half. — The  indi^lment,  he  faid, 
conlifted  of  fourteen  diftinct  counts,  which  all  went  to  two 
diftinct  points  of  criminality — the  one  purpoling  and 
imagining  the  King’s  death,  and  the  other  adhering  to 
the  King’s  enemies,  either  of  which,  by  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  III.  upon  which  the  prifoner  was  now  in- 
di^Ied,  qonftituted  in  law  the  horrid  crime  of  High  Trea- 
fon, 

Thefe  crimes,  he  faid,  were  the  only  Inftance  in  our 
laws  w'here  the  proof  of  intention,  without  the  a£lual 
completion  of  the  crime,  amounted  to  a degree  of  capital 
guilt,  and  is  made  death. — The  intereft  which  the  people 
have  in  the  life  of  their  Sovereign  is  of  fuch  importance  to 
the  community,  as  to  render  it  necelTary  for  the  legiflature 
to  guard  that  life  with  the  moft  vigilant  precaution,  and 
to  punifli  in  the  firft  inflance  any  overt-ad  that  ftiall  mani- 
feft  any  of  thofe  intents  and  tendencies  which  are  likely  to 
terminate  in,  or  have  for  their  objed,  the  King’s  death. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  the  law  has  thus  wifely 
g»arded  the  facred  life-  of  the  Sovereign,  it  has  taken 
fpecial  care  that  no  man  charged'  with  the  criminal  intent 
of  compaffing  or  imagining  th^  deftrudion  of  that  life, 

ftiall 
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fliall  be  convlded  of  the  charge  on  flight  grounds.  The 
guilt  of  the  perfon  charged  ftiall  be  firft  manifeft  by  the 
clear  proof  of  fome  overt-a£l  of  treafon,  fo  as  to  fubflantiatc 
the  guilt. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  having  concluded  his  flate- 
ment  j Mr.  Cockayne  was  the  principal  witnefs  exa- 
mined. 

His  teftiroony  was  protra£led  to  a very  great  length,  much 
beyond  our  bounds,  in  minute  detail  ; but  the  fubftance 
of  his  proof  was,  that  he  had  returned  from  France,  where 
he  had  been  abfent  a few  years,  both  before  and  fince  the 
Revolution,  about  the  beginning  of  1794,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  a confidential  intercourfe,  witnefs  difcovered 
fome  treafonable  defigns  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  which, 
as  a loyal  fubjedf,  who  had  thrice  fworn  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  counterafl-.  This  hecom^ 
municated  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

It  appeared  that  the  prifoner  owed  the  witnefs  about; 
250I.  which  he  exprefled  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  apprehenfion 
oflofing  by  his  interference  to  counteraft  the  prifoner’s 
treafonable  defigns  ; that  Mr.  Pitt  affured  him  he  fliould 
be  no  lofer,  and  that,  by  order,  he  come  along  with  the 
prifoner  to  Ireland,  about  the  beginning  of  April  T794> 
and  arrived  in  Dublin,  and  took  lodgings  at  Hyde’s 
Coffee-houfe ; that  in  confequence  of  renewing  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Counfellor  M‘Nally,  the  prifoner  was 
invited  to  dine  at  that  gentleman’s,  as  was  the  witnefs, 
where  they  met  Mr.  Lewines,  Mr.  Simon  Butler,  and  fome 
other  gentlemen. 

The  difeourfe  there  turned  on  politics,  the  difaffe(51ion 
of  certain  clafles  of  the  people  in  Ireland,  and  the  probable 
confequences  of  an  attempt  for  invafion  ; — that  thro’  the 
medium  of  Lewines,  the  prifoner,  in  confequence  of  fhew-^ 

• ing 
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ing  as  his  credentials  a letter  of  recommendation  frdiri 
Henry  Holford  Stone^  of  Paris,  (who  was  a partner  with 
a Mr.  Benjamin  Beresford,  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  A.  H. 
Rowan)  to  Mr.  Horne  Tooke,  of  London,  the  prifoncr 
obtained  an  introduction  to  Mr.  Rowan,  in  Newgate,  whe- 
ther the  witnefs  accordingly  accompanied  him,  and  where 
he  entered  into  a conlpiracy  with  Mr.  Rowan  and  fome 
other  perfons  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  a Mr.  T.  W.  Tone, 
and  afcerwards  a Dr.  Reynolds,  to  go  as  AmbalTadors, 
for  the  purpole  of  negociating  and  fettling  the  preliminaries 
for  an  invafion  of  Ireland  by  a French  fleet  and  army  ; but 
that  Mr.  Tone  and  Dn  Reynolds,  having  both  declined 
the  'embalTy,  the  prifonef  had  entered  into  a lecond  cor- 
reipondence  with  a Mr.  Stone  of  London,  Mr.  Chapeau- 
rouge  of  Hamburgh,  another  perfon  of  Amflerdam,  and 
Mr,  B.  Beresford,  at  Bafle,  in  Switzerland,  in  order  by 
them  to  convey  intelligence  circuitoufly  to  the  French  con- 
vention ; and  that  he  had  dircCted  the  witne/s  to  copy  and 
addrefs  certain  letters,  to  be  conveyed  thro’  the  medium  of 
the  poft  office  in  Dublin,  to  thofe  perlons,  by  certain 
marks,  under  which  their  real  defign  would  elude  dif- 
covery  ; that  the  witnefs  had  given  information  on  thefe 
points  to  government — and  in  confequence  of  which  orders 
were  privately  given  to  the  poft  officers  to  intercept  the 
letters  which  were  before  ftated  in  the  indiClment,  and 
which  the  witnefs  proved  were  conveyed  there  by  the  di- 
rections of  the  prifoner. 

This  teftimony  being  corroborated  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Dejoncourt,  of  the  poft  office,  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Hamilton,  two  King’s  meflengers,  who  proved  their  having 
found  in  the  pofleffion  of  William  Stone  in  London  a 
letter  forwarded  to  him,  written  by  the  prifoner  on  the  5th 
of  April,  and  flgned  Thomas  Popkins,  which  name  he 
aflumed,  and  the  feveral  other  parts  of  the  charge  being 
fully  corroborated,  and  the  prifoner  being  unable  to  adduce 

any 
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any  witnefs  to  diflubftantiate  the  fafls,  or  to  overturn  the 
evidence  of  the  profecution,  an  elaborate  charge  being 
given  from  the  bench,  the  jury  retired,  after  a trial  of 
eighteen  hours,  and  returned  a verdid,  guilty, 

Mr,  Jackfoii  was  allowed  by  the  court  four  days  to  allign 
caufe  why  judgment  fhould  not  pafs  on  him,  at  the  expir- 
ation of  which  time  he  was  brought  up  to  the  court  to  re- 
ceive fentence,  but  previous  to  its  being  pronounced,  he 
fuddenly  expired  in  the  dock,  the  efFe^t  of  poifon,  as  was 
generally  believed* 


On  5th,  June,  1795,  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant concluded  the  leflion  with  the  following  fpeech  to 
both  houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I am  direefted  by  his  Majefty  to  convey  to  you  his 
full  approbation  of  - your  fervices  in  the  prefent  fellion, 
and  to  relieve  you  from  further  attendance  in  parliament. 
— It  has  afforded  me  infinite  fatisfa^Iion  to  obferve  fince 
my  arrival  in  this  kingdom,  the  temper  and  wifdom 
with  which  your  proceedings  have  been  uniformly  con- 
dufled. 

<<  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

« I am  particularly  to  exprefs  his  Majefty’s  acknovs*-. 
ledgments  for  the  liberal  fupplies,  which  you  have  con- 
tributed for  the  fervice  of  the  empire  and  the  defence 
of  the  kingdom  with  fuch  unanimity  and  chearfulnefs. 
— The  extent  of  your  grants  is  a convincing  proof  how 
warmly  you  feel  yourfelves  interefted  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
fecution of  a war  rendered  neceffary  by  the  wanton  and 
unprovoked  attack  of  France,  and  involving  in  it  the 
general  caufe  of  focial  order,  morality  and  religion  in  all 
civilized  countries.  On  my  part,  you  may  be  affured  they 
" ' ; ■ fhali 
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lhall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  great  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  granted.’’ 

“ My  Lords  a7id  Gentlemen^ 

His"  Majefty  obferves  with  the  higheft  fatisfacSlion^ 
that  during  the  prefent  crilis  you  have  not  failed  to  cherifh 
and  to  maintain  the  various  fources  of  your  internal 
profperity.  You  have  alfo  completed  the  intention  fo 
benevolently  entertained  of  entirely  relieving  the  poorer 
clalTes  from  the  tax  of  hearth-money.  A wife  foundation 
has  been  laid  for  educating  at  home  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy.  A fatisfa£lory  arrangement  of  the  treafury  has 
been  confirmed  by  law;  and  an  alteration  of  duties  has 
been  introduced  with  a view  to  prevent  the  immoderate 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  In  the  hope  of  introducing 
a more  general  habit  of  fobriety  amongft  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  people.  In  the  execution  of  thefe  meafures 
you  may  depend  upon  my  fincere  and  earned  endeavours 
to  purfue  that  wife  and  prudent  policy  by  which  they  were 
dictated.” 

“ On  reparIng  to  your  refpeftive  counties,  v/hich  I cannot 
too  drongly  and  too  earneftly  recommend,  it  is  efpecially 
incumbent  upon  you  to  make  thofe  exertions  which  the 
times  demand,  and  to  Inculcate  the  necellity  of  an  exaft 

fubmiffion  to  the  laws. By  contrafting  the  bleflings 

which  refult  from  a well  regulated  liberty  and  peaceable 
fubordination,  with  the  mifchiefs  which  neceflarily  fpring 
from  licentioufnefs  and  anarchy,  you  will  increafe  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  our  free  and  happy  conlVitution. 
— To  prcferve  the  conftitution  inviolate  is  jhe  great  object 
of  his  Majefty  in  the  prefent  conteft,  and  he  cannot  but 
look  to  its  fortunate  iflue  when  he  reftecfts  on  the  loyalty, 
fpirit  and  power  of  his  people,  and  on  their  juft  fenfe  of 
the  invaluable  inheritance  for  which  they  contend,” 


It 


iS2  CoHectanca  Poli'ttca. 

It  will  be  the  conftant  obje£l  of  my  'admlniflratiori^ 
in  which  his  Majefty’s  commands,  and  my  own  perfonal 
wiflies  are  moft  intimately  combinedi  to  forward  with 
Unremitting  vigilance,  the  welfare  and  the  happinefs  of 
this  country.  Thefe  objects  I cainnot  fo  efFe£lually 
promote  as  by  attending  to,  and  adling  upon  thofe  ef- 
tablifihed  principles  which  from  the  connection  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  which  the  fecurity,  the 
freedom  and  the  profperity  of  both  kirigdonis  moft  elTenti- 
ally  depend.*’ 

After  which  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  nth 
day  of  Auguft,  following. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


Vrocee  dings  of  the  infur  gents  called  defenders  and  peep-of-day 
boys,  in  1 795- — Their  origin. — Refolutions  entered  into  in 
' Co.  Armagh^ — speech  of  Lord  Gosferd  on  that  occa/lon, — ■ 
Meeting  of  parliament  in  1796. — Lord  Lieutenant^ s f pee ck, 
— IntroduEiion  of  the  infur rc Ellon  aEl. — Debates  thereon. — 
Speech  of  Sir  Laurence  Parfons. — Like  of  Dr.  Duigenan. — 
Indemnity  acl. — Clofe  of  the  feffion.-^Lord  Lieutenant  s fpeech^ 
— Prorogation^ 


Xn  179^  the  fe£ls  of  infurgents  called  defenders  became 
confiderably  ofFenlive  and  dangerous ; they  were  chiefly 
confined  to  the  northern  part  of  the  kingdom — and  had 
‘been  in  continual  oppofition  to  another  fe6l,  denominated 
peep-ofday  boys. — The  latter  were  Prefbyterians,  the  for- 
mer Roman  Catholics; 

The  caufe  of  the  animofity  which  fubufted  between  them, 
has  been  differently  accounted  for. — The  writer  of  a 
pamphlet  under  the  name  of  Veridicus,  attributes  it  to  a 
quarrel  which  took  place  in  the  fair  of  Portnorris  between 
two  of  thefe  feftaries,  whofe  perfonal  enmity  foon  ex- 
tended itfelf  to  the  entire  body  of  each. — The  Roman 
Catholics  (faid  he)  affumed  the  title  of  defenders,  becaufe 
they  could  not  obtain  protection  from  the  laws,  to  which 
they  had  recourfe  after  having  been  worfted  by  the 
peep-of-day  s. — When  their  pafllons  became  inflamed,  they 
proceeded  to  exercife  the  mofl  defperate  outrage  againft  » 
each  other,  in  the  courfe  of  which  many  lives  were  loft. 
VoL  III,  L The 
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The  pamphlet  we  have  here  quoted,  is  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  the  produfhon  of  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  author  of 

the  hiftory  of  the  late  rebellion  in  1798. In  this  laft 

mentioned  work,  the  origin  of  the  defenders  is  hated 
" thus. 

As  a great  conflagration  is  often  kindled  by  a fmall 
fpark,  fo  the  feuds  and  altercations  between  the  peep-of- 
day  boys  and  defenders,  the  former  Presbyterians,  the 
latter  Romanifts,  which  occafioned  much  ftrife  and 
bloodihed,  has  been  slcribed  to  a triRing  difpute  between 
two  individuals,’* 

“ On  th«  fourth  of  July,  1784,  two  men  of  the  former 
perfuafion  had  a quarrel  and  fought  near  Market-hill, 
a fmall  town  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  when  one  of  the 
combatants  became  victorious,  by  the  advice  and  alTiftance 
of  a Roman  Catholic  peafant,  and  his  brother,  who 
happened  to  be  prefent,  for  which  the  vanquiflied  hero 
vowed  vengeance  againft  the  latter,” 

**  A I'econd  challenge  took  place,  bat  the  two  Romanifts 
would  not  attend  the  combat;  having  been  informed, 
that  the  Presbyterians,  who  had  been  defeated,  rcfolved 
to  be  revenged  of  him  and  his  party.’' 

At  laft  the  vanquifhed  Presbyterian  publiflied,  that  a 
horfe-race  would  take  place  on  a certain  day  at  Hamilton’s- 
bawn,  where  the  combatants  met  and  fought  a fecond 
time ; when  the  conqueror  became  vi<ftorious  by  the 
affiftance  of  fome  Romanifts  who  fought  on  his  fide. 
Both  parties  began  to  raife  recruits,  and  to  colledl  arms  ; 
but  Presbyterians  and  Papifts  mixed  indifcriminately,  and 
were  marked  for  fome  time  by  the  diftri£l  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  not  by  -any  religious  diftinclion. 
Each  body  afilimed  the  lingular  appellation  of  and 
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was  denominated  from  the  parifti  or  town-land  where  the 
perfons  who  compofed  it  refided.” 

“ The  Nappack  fleet  was  at  firft  headed  by  a Roman  Ca- 
tholic ; and  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bunker’s- 
hill,  (in  the  road  from  Newry  to  Armagh,)  entered  into 
an  aflTociation  to  defend  themfelves  againft:  the  Nappack 
fleet,  chofc  a diflenting  minifter  for  their  leader,  af- 
fumed,  for  the  firft  time,  the  title  of  defenders,  and 
were  joined  foon  after  by  the  Bawn  fleet,  in  order  to 
protefl  themfelves  againft  the  Nappack  fleet.  On  Whit- 
funday,  in  the  year  1795)  the  two  parties  met,  and 
were  to  have  had  a defperate  engagement.’* 

« The  Nappack  fleet,  700  in  number,  were  all  armed 
with  guns,  fword,  and  piftols.  The  Bunker*s-hill  de- 
fenders, and  the  Bawn  fleet,  though  much  more  nume- 
rous, were  not  fo  well  armed.  When  they  were  on  the 
point  of  engaging,  Mr.  Richardfon,  of  Richhill,  member  ^ 
for  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  two  more  gentlemen, 
interpofed,  and  induced  them  to  feparate,  which  pre- 
vented a great  efFufion  of  blood.” 

“ From  the  Inveterate  hatred  which  has  ever  exifted 
between  the  two  fefls,  they  foon  began  to  feparate,  and 
to  enlift  under  the  banners  of  religion  ; and  as  the  Roman 
Catholics  (hewed  uncommon  eagernefs  to  colled  arms,  the 
Presbyterians  began  to  difarm  them.”  (b) 

. Another  writer  fpeaks  of  thefe  difturbances  as  follows. 

. “ In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795,  parties  of  con- 
**  tending  rioters,  denominated  pcep-of~day  hoysy  and  de^  t 

fendersy  difturbed  different  parts  of  the  province  of 
“ Ulfter,  by  ads  of  violence  and  outrage  againft  each 

Other.  Some  fay  their  animofities  originated  from  elec- 

“ lioneerlng. 

(b)  Mufgrave’s  Mem.  Vol.  i. 
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**  tioneering.  To  thefe  fucceeded  in  the  fummer  of  the 
fame  year,  a defcription  of  public  difturbers  calling 
themfelves  Oi ange-meuy  who  now  made  their  firft  ap- 
pearance  in  the  Co.  of  Armagh.  Their  objc£l:  appears 
to  have  been,  not  to  lufFer  a Catholic  to  remain  within 
‘‘  the  limits  of  their  fphere  of  action.  They  polled  up  on 
**  the  doors  of  the  Catholics,  peremptory  notices  of  de- 
parture,  fpecifying  the  precife  time,  a at  the  farthelt:, 
pretty  nearly  in  the  following  words.  To  hell  or  to 
\Co7inaug):t  ‘ivith  youy  you  bloody  Papijls  \ and  if  you  are  not 
gone  by  (mentioning  the  day)  uue  will  come  and  dejlroy  your» 
f elves  and  yrAir  properties  ; we  hate  all  Papijls  hereP  t 

The  origin  of  the  Orange-men,  is  thus  accounted  for 
by  Sit*  Richard  Mufgrave  in  his  hiflorical  work,  VoL  I. 

‘‘  As  the  defenders  not  only  became  terrifick  to  indivi- 
duals, in  moft  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  conftant 
perpetration  of  nodlurnal  robbery  and  aflaflination ; as 
they  formed  a fyftematic  combination,  and  fupplied  them- 
felves with  arms,  for  the  obvious  purpofe  of  fubverting 
the  conftitution  in  church  and  flate  ; and  as  they  were 
encouraged  and  direfled  by  the  Catholic  committee,  and 
the  united  Irilhmen,  the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed 
church,  to  defeat  their  malignant  defigns,  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  excite  and  cherifb  a fpirit  of  loyalty,  which 
began  to  languifli  and  decline,  in  a very  alarming  degree, 
and  to  rally  round  the  altar  and  the  throne,  which  were 
in  imminent  danger.’* 

The  battle  of  the  Diamond,  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
in  the  month  of  September,  1 795,  and  the  duplicity  and 
treachery  of  the  Romanifls,  on  that  occalion,  convinced 
the  Proteftants,  that  they  would  become  an  eafy  prey  to 
their  enemies,  from  the  paucity  of  their  numbers,  unlefs 

they 

I Hayes  his.  of  Infur,  Co.  Wexford,  p.  38. 
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they  affociated  for  their  defence  ; particularly,  as  thjs 
fanatical  vengeance,  which  they  difplayed  on  that  and 
other  occafions,  convinced  the  mernbers  of  the  eftabliihed 
church,  that  they  meditated  nothing  lefs  than  their  total 
extirpation.” 

In  commemoration  of  that  vi£lory,  the  firft  Orange 
lodge  was  formed  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  September,  1795,  though  the  name  of 
Orangemen  exifted  fome  time  before.” 

“ They  were  merely  a fociety  of  loyal  Proteftants,  af-^ 
fociated  and  bountd  together,  folely  for  the  purpofe  of 
maintaining  and  defending  the  conftitution  in  church  and^ 
ftate,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at  the 
glorious  Revolution,  which  they  regarded  as  a folemn  and 
facred  duty.” 

Thus  far  Sir  Richard  :~and  between  fuch  oppohte 
reprefentations  as  we  have  juft  now  ftated,  we  can  only 
regret  that  religious  differences  fhouM  produce  fuch  con« 
fufton  and  mifery  amongft  mankind.  If  we  may  how- 
ever judge  on  this  fubjeeft  from  the  following  public  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place  in  the  Co.  Armagh,  21  De- 
cember, 1795  » appeared  fome  proof  at  leaft  that  the 

Roman  Catholics  were  not  treated  at  this  time  with  much 
humanity  or  liberty  by  thofe  of  the  contrary  perfuafion. 


Armagh,  December,  21,  17953 

AT  a numerous,  meeting  of  the  magiftrates  of  the 
county  of  Armagh,  convened  this  day  at  the  Ipeciai  in- 
ftance  of  Lord  Vifeount  GOSFORD,  Governor*  ^ 

His  Lordfhip  having  taken  the  Chair>  opened  the  buf-, 
Dels  of  the  meeting  by  the  following  addrefs  ; 


Gentlemen 
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‘‘Gentlemen.’^ 

“ Having  requefted  your  attendance  here  this  day,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  ftate  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
thought  it  advifable  to  propofe  this  Meeting,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration  a plan,  which 
occurs  to  me,  as  moft  likely  to  check  the  enormities  that 
have  already  brought  difgrace  upon  the  County,  and  may 
fpon  reduce  it  into  deep  diftrefs.’^ 

It  is  no  fecret  that  a perfecution,  accompanied  with  all 
the  circumftances  of  ferocious  cruelty,  which  have  in  all 
ages  dlftlnguilhed  the  dreadful  calamity,  is  now  raging  in 
this  County.  Neither  age  nor  fex,  nor  even  acknowledged 
innocence  as  to  any  guilt  in  the  late  difturbances,  is  fufficient 
to  excite  mercy,  much  lefs  to  afford  protedion.” 

The  only  crime  which  the  wretched  obje^ls  of  this 
ruthlefs  perfecution  are  charged  with,  is  a crime  indeed 
of  eafy  proof ; it  is  limply  a profellion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Faith,  or  an  intimate  connexion  with  a perfon 
profelfing  that  Faith.  A lawlels  Banditti  have  conftituted 
themfelves  judges  of  this  new  fpecies  of  delinquency,  an4 
the  fentence  they  have  pronounced  is  equally  concife  and 
terrible— ’tis  nothing  lels  than  a Confifeation  of  all  proper- 
ty, and  an  immediate  banifhment.” 

“It  would  he  extremely  painful,  and  lurely  unneceffary, 
to  detail  the  horrors  that  attend  the  execution  of  fo  wide 
and  tremendous  a profeription — a profeription,  that  cer- 
tainly exceeds  in  the  comparative  number  of  thofe  it  con- 
ligns  to  ruin  and  mifery,  every  example  that  antient  or 
modern  hiftory  can  fupply  i for,  where  have  we  heard, 
or  in  what  ftory  of  human  cruelties  have  we  read,  of  more 
than  half  the  inhabitants  of  a populous  country  deprived 
at  one  blow  of  the  means,  as  well  as  of  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry,  and  driven,  in  the  midfl  of  an  inclement  feafon. 
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iQ  Teek^a  ftieltcr  for  themlelves  and  their  helplefs  families 
where  chance  ni^ay  guide  them?’' 

“ This  is  no  exaggerated  picTture  of  the  horrid  feenes  now 
afting  in  this  County  ; yet,  furely  it  is  fufficient  to  awaken 
fentiments  of  indignation  and  corapaffion  in  the  Goldeft 
bofom  *, — Thefe  horrrors^  I fay,  are  now  aefting,  and 
acting  with  impunity — The  fpirit  of  impartial  juftice 
(without  which  Law  is  nothing  better  than  an  inftrument 
of  tyranny)  has  for  a,  time  difappeared  in  this  county,  and 
the  fupinenefs  of  the  magiilracy  of  Armagh  is  become  a 
common  topic  of  converfation  in  every  corner  of  the 
kingdom.” 

<‘l^t  is  faid  in  reply,  the  Roman,  Catholics  are  dangerous — » 
they  may  be  fo — they  may  be  dangerous  from  their  num- 
bers, and  ftill  more  dangerous  from  the  undoubted  views, 
they  have  been  encouraged  to  entertain  ^ but  I will  venture 
to  aflert,  (without  fear  of  contradiction),  that  upon  thole 
very  grounds;  thefe  terrible  proceedings  are  not  more 
contrary  to  humanity,  than  they  are  to  found  pollicy.” 

« It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  no  civil  magidrate  happened 
to  be  prefent  with  the'  military  detachment  on  the  night 
of  the  2 ift  inflant ; but  I truft  thefuddennefs  of  the  occafion, 
the  unexpected  and  indantaneous  aggreffion  on  the  part  of 
the  delinquents,  will  be  univerfaily  admitted  as  a full 
vindication  of  the  conduCt  cf  the  ofeet;’  and  the  party 
under  his  command.” 

Gentlemen,  I have  the  honor  to  hold  a ftuation  inthis 
county,  which  calls  upon  me  to  deliver  my  fentiments, 
and  I do  fo  without  fear  and  without  difguife. 

I am  as  true  a Proteftant  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  room, 
or  in  this  kingdom  ; I inherit  a property  which  my  family 
derived  under  a Proteftant  title,  and  with  the  blefting  of 

Godj 
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God  I will  maintain  that  title  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  j 
I will  never  confent  to  make  a facrifice  of  Proteftant  afcen- 
dancy  to  Catholic  claims,  with  whatever  menaces  they 
may  be  urged,  or  however  fpecioufly  or  inlidioiifiy  fup- 
ported/’  ' 

“ Confcious  6f  my  fincerity  in  this  public  declaration, 
^hich  I do  not  make  unadvifedly,  but  as  the  refult  of 
mature  deliberation,  I defy  the  paltry  infinuatiops  that 
malice  or  party  fpifit  may  fugged/’ 

I know  my  own  heart,  and  I fliould  defpife  myfelf,  if 
under  any  intimidation,  I could  clofe  my  eyes  againft  fuch 
fcenes  as  prefent  themfelves  on  - every  fide,  or  fhut  my  ears 
againft  the  complaints  of  a perfecuted  people.” 

I fhould  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  injuftice  to  the 
feelings  of  Gentlemen  here  prefent,  were  I to  fay  more  on 
this  fubje^f  : I have  now  acquitted  myfelf  to  my  confcience 
and  my  Country,  and  take  the  liberty  of  propofing  the 
following  Refolutions  : — ” 

I.  “That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  county  of 
Armagh  is  at  this  moment  in  a ftate  of  uncommon  diforder; 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  are  grievoufly 
opprefied  by  lawlefs  perfons  unknown,  who  attack  and 
plunder  their  houfes  by  night,  and  threaten  them  with 
inftant  deftruflion  unlefs  they  immediately  abandon  their 

lands  and  habitations.” 

# 

II.  “ That  a committee  of  magiftrates  be  appointed  to 
fit  on  Tuefdays  and  Saturdays  in  the  Chapter  Room  in  the 
town  ot  Armagh,  to  receive  informations  refpecfting  all 
perfons  of  whatever  defcription  who  difturb  the  peace  of 
this  County.” 

III.  “That  the  inftru(fticn$  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
magiftracy  to  their  Committe  fhall  be,  to  ufe  every  legal 


means 
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means  within  their  power  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  per- 
fecution  now  carrying  on  by  an  ungovernable  mob,  againft 
]the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  this  county.” 

IV.  “That  faid  Committee,  or  any  three  pf  them^  be 
empowered  to  expend  an^  Suni-or  Sums  of  Money  for  In- 
formations or  fecret  Service,  out  of  the  Fund  fubferibed 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  this  County,’' 

V.  “ That  a meeting  of  the  whole  body  of  the  magidracy 
be  held  every  fecond  Monday,  at  the  heufe  of  Mr,  Charles 
Me.  Reynolds,  in  the  town  of  Armagh,  to  hear  the  reports 
of  the  Committee  ; and  to  give  fuch  further  Inftruftions 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  may  require.” 

VI.  “ That  offenders  of  every  defeription  In  the  prefent 
difturbances  fliall  be  profecuted  out  of  the  Fund  fubferibed 
by  the  gentlemen  of  this  county; — And  to  carry  this 
refolution  into  effeft,  be  it  alfo  rcfolved,  That  Mr. 
Arthur  Irwin  be  appointed  law  agent  to  the  magiflracy.’* 

The  above  Refolutions  having  been  read,  were  unani- 
pioufly  agreed  t;o,  and  the  Committee  nominated. 

Parliament  affembled  21ft  of  January  1796,  when  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  both  houfes, 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

“ I have  received  his  Majefty’s  Commands  to  meet  you 
in  Parliament.” 

“ It  gives  me  the  moft  fincere  fatisfa^IIon  to  be  authorifed 
to  inform  you,  that  notwithftanding  the  advantages  wbi<:h. 
the  enemy  poffefled  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  year, 
and  the  fucceffes  which  attended  their  operations  in  the 
former  parts  of  the  campaign,  the  general  lituation  of 
affairs  is  on  the  whole  moft  effentially  improved.” 

“The 
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« The  continued  and  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  AuRrian 
Armies  upon  the  Rhine,  the  important  captures  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Trincomale  by  his  Majefty's 
forces,  and  the  decided  and  confirmed  fuperiority  of  his 
fleets,  are  clrcqmflances  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
common  caufe,  and  their  efFedl  is  heightened  by  the 
internal  diftrefies,  the  ruined  commerce,  and  increafing 
financial  embarrafTments  of  the  enemy. 

The  crifis  lately  depending  in  France,  has  led  to  an 
order  of  things  in  that  country,  fuch  as  will  induce  his 
Majefty  to  nieet  any  dlfpofition  to  negociation  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earneft  defire  to  give  it  the 
fullefl  and  fpeedieft  efFefl,  and  to  conclude  a treaty  of 
general  peace,  when  it  may  be  efFeaed  on  juft  and 
fuitable  terms  for  himlelf  and  his  allies. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  between  his  Ma]e*fty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  having  been  mutually  ratified, 

! have  ordered  copies  of  it,  by  his  Majefty’s  command, 
to  be  laid  before  you. 

I have  the  pleafure  to  announce  to  you,  that  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  "W  ales,  has  been  happily 
delivered  of  a Princefs  ; an  event  which,  by  giving  ad- 
ditional ftability  to  his  Majefty auguft.  houfc,  cannot; 
fail  to  afford  you  the  higheft  fatisfadtion. 

‘ ‘ Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

I obferve  with  the  fincereft  pleafure,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  continued  preffure  of  the  war,  the  commerce 
and  revenues  of  this  kingdom  have  not  in  any  degree 
fallen  from  that  flourifhing  ftate  of  advancement,  w'hich  in 
the  laft  feflion  of  parliament  was  a fubjeeft  of  fuch  juft 
congratulation.  This  circumflance  affords  a decilive  proof, 
that  your  profperity  is  founded  on  a folid  bafts,  and  leads 
mt  to  indulge  the  flattering  hope,  that  whatever  additional 

burdens 
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burdens  you  may  find  it  neceflary  to  impofe,  will  not  be 
materially  felt  by  the  people. 

“ I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  efiimates  for 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  have  no  doubt 
of  your  readinefs  to  provide  fuch  fupplies  as  a due  fenfe  of 
the  exigencies  of  the  kingdom  fhall  fugged,  and  the  wife 
policy  of  ftrengthening  his  Majefty’s  exertions  for  procur- 
ing a folid  and  permanent  peace  fhall  appear  to  render 
neceflary.  , 

« My  Lords  and  Gentlemin^ 

“ It  is  with  regret  that  I feel  myfclf  obliged  to  advert  to 
thofe  fecret  and  trealonable  aflbeiations,  the  dangerous 
extent  and  malignity  of  which  have,  in  feme  degree,  been 
difclofed  in  feveral  trials  ; and  to  the  diflurbances  which 
have  taken  place  in  fome  parts  of  the  kindom.  It  has  at 
the  fame  time,  been  a fource  of  great  fatisfa£lion  to  me  to. 
obferve  the  luccefsful  and  meritorious  exertions  of  the 
magiftrates  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  alacrity 
which  his  Majefty’s  regular  and  militia  forces  have 
univerlally  manifefted  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  whenever 
they  have  been  called  upon  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace  and  fupport  of  the  laws.  It  remains  for  your  pru- 
dence and  wifdom  to  devife  fuch  meafures  as,  together 
with  the  continuance  of  thofe  exertions,  and  with  the 
additional  power,  which  by  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  I have  thought  it  neceflary  to  eftablifti  in  different 
counties,  will  prevent  the  return  of  fimilar  exceffes,  and 
reftore  a proper  reverence  for  the  laws  of  the  country. 

‘‘  The  fuperior  and  increafing  importance  of  the  agricul- 
ture and  manufactures,  and  particularly  of  the  _ linen 
manufacture  of  the  kingdom,  will  comnriand  your  ac- 
cuftomed  fupport;  Under  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe, 
you  cannot  fail  to  attend' with  peculiar  vigilance  to  the 

general 
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general  ftate  of  provifions,  and  if  clrcumftanccs  (kali  at 
any  time  render  your  interpofition  advifeable,  I have  no 
doubt  of  your  adopting  fuch  meafur^s  as  fhall  beft  apply 
to  the  exifting  neceflity  of  the  tirnes. 

I am  alfo  defirous  of  pointing  your  attention  to  the 
Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  and  other  inftitutions  of  public 
charity  and  improvement.  , ' 

“Your  unanimity  and  zeal  can  never  be  of  more 
importance  than  at  the  prefent  crifis,  in  order  to  imprefs 
the  enemy  with  a thorough  conviction  of  the  refources  of 
his  Majefty^s  kingdom,  and  to  procure  a favourable  termi- 
natipn  to  your  honourable  efforts.  His  Majefty  has  the 
fulleft  reliance  on  your  firmnefs  and  attachment,  and  on 
the  fortitude,  fpirit,  and  perfeverance  of  his  people.” 

It  will  be  my  ambition,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  reprefeni 
your  zeal  in  his  Majefty 'S  fervice  ; and  it  will  be  my 
pcrfonal  and  moft  anxious  wifh  to  co-operate  with  your- 
efforts  in  the  common  caufe  in  which  we  are  all  equally 
engaged  and  interefted,  and  my  utmoft  endeavours  fhali 
be  ufed  to  fecure  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  this  king- 
dom, and  to  protect  and  maintain  its  moft  excellent  con- 
ftitution,” 

In  confequence  of  the  difturbed  ftate  of  the  country,  as 
alluded  to  inrthe  foregoing  fpeech — a bill  was  introduced 
early  in  this  fcfiion,  called  the  Infur recilon  Bill — this 
occafioned  conliderable  debate  ; the  fituation  of  the  country 
was  fully  difeuffed,  matters  were  differently  reprefented, 
but  upon  the  whole,  the  aCt  was  pafed.  We  fhall  here 
notice  the  following  arguments,  which  were  offered  on 
each  fide  of  the  queftion. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  Sir  Laurence  Parfons 
faid,  he  had  from  the  beginning  of  the  fefSon  avoided  any 

thing 
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thing  like  oppofition  to  government  as  much  as  poffible' . 
he  faw  that  it  was  the  delire  of  the  independent  gentlemen 
of  Ireland  to  fupport  that  government,  and  he  had  yielded 
his  own  opinion  to  theirs  but  upon  the  prefent  occalion 
he  could  not  avoid  candidly  fpeaking  what  he  thought  to 
be  the  real  ftate  of  the  country.— It  Ihould  be  the  objedl 
of  parliament  to  tranquillize  the  country,  and  that  Ihould 
be  done  by  fonae  meafure  likely  to  produce  permanent  trati- 
quillity,  and  in  order  to  devife  fuch  a mealure,  gentlemen 
Ihould  come  to  the  caufe  and  root^of  the  evil. — No  man 
could  deny  that  the  people  of  the  country  were  now  in  a 
better  (late  than  formerly  ; he  was  fure  they  were  much 
improved,  but  ftill  the  lituation  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  was  very  wretched,  owing  to  fome  radical  faults 
in  the  fituation  of  the  country,  not  owing  to  the  prefent 
day  or  prefent  adminiftration.  No  man  who  compared 
the  poor  man’s  lituation  with  the  affluence  he  and  other 
gentlemen  enjoyed  from  the  accident  of  birth,  did  not 
commiferate  the  lot  of  the  poor.  Gentlemen  ought, 
when  they  enabled  fevers  penal  ^ laws,  not  by  tales  of 
atrocity  to  enflame  their  minds  again!!  the  lower  orders, 
but  they  Ihould  foften  their  minds  and  mitigate  their 
feelings,  by  conlidering  the  true  ftate  of  the  poor.  He  was 
fure  a ftreng  difpolition  to  humanity  exifted  in  the  minds 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  ; he  needed  not  to  call 
upon  their  paliions  to  roufe  it  ; but'  he  ihtreated  them  at 
this  moment,  to  make  allowance  and  excufe  for  the  enormi- 
ties which  certainly  exifted  ; to  conlider  what  their  own 
feelings  would  be  in  a limilar  fituation.  The  Irifti  peafant, 
miferably  poor  as  he  is,  might  ' perhaps  be  exceeded  by  the 
poverty  of  the  Laplander  *,  but  his  cafe  differed  from  the 
Laplander  in  this,  that,  though  poorly  fed,  wretchedly 
clad,  and  miferably  houfed,  the  Laplander  faw  arqund 
him  an  equality  of  mifery  ; the  Irilh  peafant  looked  forth 
from  his  hovel,  and  was  mocked  by  a magnificent  palace  ; 
One  fad  confequence  of  his  poverty  was  a total  want  of 

education  | 
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^ edueatlon  ; this  laid  him  open  an  eafy  prey  to  the  artifices 
of  malignant  emilTaries,  and  prepared  his  mind  for  their 
impreffions  ; his  poverty  perfuaded  him  that  he  was  un- 
fairly dealt  with,  and  his  want  of  education  difabled  him 
from  being  convinced  to  the  contrary.  No  man  (faid 
Sir  Laurence)  reprobates  more  than  I do  the  mifcliicvous, 
foolifh,  and  impracticable  doctrine,  Equality^  which  has 
of  late  been  propagated  5 yet,  I fear  it  would  be  difficult 
for  the  ableft  man  among  you  to  juftify  the  extraordinary 
inequality  which  prevails  in  this  country;  and  if  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  learning  and  reafon,  how  much  mofe  difficult 
muft  it  be  for  the  unfortunate  and  uneducated  fufferer  to 
convince  himfelf  of  its  propriety  ? And  when  I call  upon 
you  to  mitigate  your  feelings  upon  this  fubjedl,  I muft  fay, 
that  I do  not  apply  to  the  right  honourable  mover  of  this 
bill  ; from  firft  to  laft,  in  all  thefe  proceedings,  his  con- 
du£l  has  been  commended  by  every  man  —I  do  not  im- 
pute any  harflinefs  to  his  mind  ; I am  fure  it  is  foreign  to 
his  heart  5 but  I would  recommend  to  gentlemen  in  making, 
or  in  executing  the  laws,  to  take  in  their  confideration 
the  wretched  lituation  of  the  peafantry : To  think  that 
in  many  parts  of  Europe,  even  the  better  orders  have  been 
fet  wild  by  the  ftrange  chimeras  and  mad  dodlrines  of 
French  liberty  ; it  is  hardly  poffible  to  fuppofe  that  they 
would  rife  in  fo  abfurd  and  fo  foolifh  a fpecies  of  infur- 
re£tion,  if  they  did  not  either  feel  themfelves  feverely 
aggrfeved,  or  were  not  deluded  by  artful  and  defigning 
men.  In  either  cafe  their  fituatipn  is  deplorable,  and 
deferves  your  compaffion. — As  to  the  law  itfelf,  in  its 
operation,  it  goes  only  to  the  poor — it  draws  an  unfair 
diftinftion  ; the  country  gentlemen,  I am  fure^  look  no 
further  in  fupporting  it,  than  to  prefervc  the  public  tran- 
quillity ; I am  fure  they  have  made  no  fuch  compaft  with 
government,  as  faying,  we  will  be  ilaves  to  you,  if  you 
will  let  us  be  tyrants  over  the  poor  ; their  defire  is  only 
to  preferve  the  public  peace ; what  is  the  beft  mode  of 
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doing  foj  and  what  will  make  it  permanent  ? You  fliould 

firft  fatisfy  the  people  that  they  are  juftly  dealt  with  *,  you  ^ I* 

will  not  do  this  by  tranfporting  them  without  a form  of  - 'if 

trial*,  their  friends  and  relations  will  go  round  the  country  | 

with  their  inflammatory  tale ; they  will  proclaim  the 

innocence  of  the  fufFerer,  and  can  you  contradi(St  them  ? 

You  cannot,  for  you  have  not  given  him  a fair  trial.  In  ji 

no  country  in  the  world,  is  the  tale  of  grievance  fo  quickly  f : 

circulated  as  in  this.  I will  give  you  an  inftance : — In  the  11; 

laft  war  a regiment  was  railed,  called  the  Green  Linnets,  j; 

it  was  faid,  under  a compaft  to  ferve  only  in  this  country  ; 

no  fooner  were  they  raifed,  than  they  were  tied  and 

manacled,  and  fent  abroad.  When  we  came  to  raife  our 

Militia  in  the  feveral  counties,  we  found  this  llory  in  every  ^ 

mouth ; whether  it  was  true  or  falfe,  I know  not.  I do 

not  fay  that  innocent  men  have  been  tranfported — but  ^ 

I will  fay,  that  thofe  tales  are  very  mifchievous,  and  that  ,[ 

you  fliould  endeavour  to  fatisfy  the  people  that  they  are  *:* 

fairly  dealt  with. — In  Mr.  Young's  tour  through  this 
country,  juft  after  the  Whiteboy  infurredlion,  he  obferves, 
that  although  the  country  had  been  a long  time  difturbed^  !; 

yet  it  was  not  until  the  gentlemen  alTociated  together, 

(not  by  the  enaction  of  violent  laws)  that  the  country  was  ’ 

quieted.  In  Limerick,  in  the  year  1793,  the  fame  thing 

happened  ; and  though  no  greater  punilhment  than  public 

whipping  was  infii<fted,  yet  by  fuch  alTociation  every  trace 

of  difturbance  was  quelled  j and  the  gentleman  whom  I 

have  the  honour  to  addrefs  can  teftify  the  fame  circumftance  , 

of  the  county  of  Louth.  To  quiet  the  country,  is  a tafk 

in  my  mind  not  fo  impradlicable  as  people  think  ; I would 

fuggeft  a few  falutary  meafures  ; — Encreaftng  the  number 


of  conftables,  paying  them  liberally,  and  almoft  bribing 
them  to  exertion,  would  have  a good  efFedl  ; giving  fums  1, 

of  money  to  perfons  who  could  be  confided  to,  (who  would  I 

not  job  it  away)  in  order  to  be  diftributed  for  private  in-  j 

formation,  would  go  a great  way  in  anfwering  our  purpofes. 
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As  to  making  the  examination  of  a murdered  wltnefs  evi« 
dence,  I do  not  difTent  from  it  ; I think  it  fair  and  rearoh» 
able.  I would  alfo  give  compleat  prote<5lion  to  witnelTesjj' 
and  if  they  incurred  danger  by  flaying  in  the  country,  I 
would  allow  them  a flipend  to  fupport  them  elfewhere.’ 
The  murder  of  witnefles  is  far  from  a new  offence  in  this 
country  : about  four  years  ago,  three  perfons  were  murder- 
ed in  fucceffior,  in  the  county  Tipperary  ; the  firft  was  a 
witnefs — the  fecond  a witnefs  of  his  murder — and  the  third 
a witnefs  of  the  fecOnd  murder;  fo  that  it* is  not  a new 
crime.  About  ten  years  ago,  another  witnefs  was  waked 
in  his  own  houfe/  and  his  head  cut  ofFby  a gang  of  ruffians  y 
thefe  were  one  of  them  defenders  : Another  witnefs  who 
had  profecoted  perfons  at  Philipflown,  was  fent  to  Mary- 
borough to  profecute  others,  and  was  poifoned  in  the  gaol 
of  Maryborough.  I cannot  approve  of  the  powers  given 
to  magiflrates  of  tranfporting  men  without  the  intervention 
of  Juries.  I can  fee  no  inconvenience  in  adhering  to  the 
ancient  conflitution  j juries  have  not  been  backward  in 
convi£ling  ; the  judges  who  have  gone  into  the  difturbed 
counties  will  tell  you  fo.  He  then  read  a long  paflage  from 
Blackflone,  upon  the  prefervation  of  perlbnal  liberty,  booky 
I,  c.  I.  p.  155.  He  declared  that  when  the  bill  went 
into  committee  (for  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  fecond 
reading)  he  would  propofe  the  impannelling  a jury  as  an 
amendment  in  all  the  cafes  fpecified  in  the  bill.  He  then 
afked,  is  this  bill  to  give  any  redrefs  to  the  Catholics 
of  Armagh  ? you  give  to  the  very  magiflrates  of  whom 
they  complain,  (for  it  has  been  fworn  that  Catholics  have 
been  refufed  the  common  juftice  of  taking  their  examina- 
tions, and  threatened  with  banlfhment  by  the  magiflrates 
of  that  county) — you  give  fo  thefe  very  magiflrates  new, 
aggravated,  and  enormous  powers.  I do  not  attribute 
to  government,  or  the  right  hon  mover  any  fuch  defign  j 
but,  it  fhould  leem  that  in  applying  what  is  fuppofed  to  be 
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a healing  meafarc  for  the  reft  of  Ireland,  a cauftic  has  beeu 
poured  into  the  wounds  of  the  Armagh  Catholics  ; the 
Armagh  magiftrates  have  expelled  .them  from  their  eftates 
— this  bill  expells  them  from  the  kingdom.  Other  parts 
of  the  bill  it  will  be  more  regular  to  obje<ft  to  in  the 
committee  ; but  one  fubje£t  he  would  mention  before  he 
fat  down.  Multitudes  of  the  peafantry,  liable  from  their 
offences  to  capital  punifiiment,  wander  through  the  coun- 
try : If  you  wifla  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  country,  you 
will  pafs  a claufe  of  indemnity  in  this  bill  to  thofe  who 
have  not  committed  murder,  or  very  atrocious  crimes  ; 
for  how  can  you  reftore  tranquillity,  when  men  in  defpair 
muft  continue  their  crimes,  or  yield  themfelves.  up  to  die  ; 
muft  either  refift  the  laws  or  quit  their  country,  and  con- 
taminate their  neighbours  ? 1 would  therefore  propofe  that 
perfons  coming  in  and  regiftering  themfclves  within  a cer- 
tain time,  fliould  be  indemnified  againfl:  their  offences, 
if  they  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gave  fecurity  for 
their  good  behaviour.  Engaged  as  we  are  in  a war — of 
which  no  man  can  guefs  the  event — in  the  courfe  of  which 
we  may  be  obliged  to  call  upon  thefe  very  people  for  aftif- 
tance,  if  the  legiilature  proves  itfelf  temperate  and  benig- 
nant to  themjr  it  may  depend  upon  their  true  fidelity.. 

Dr.  Duigenan  on  the  other  fide  of  the  argument,  fup- 
ported  the  bill.  He  began  his  fpeech  by  making  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had  oppoftd  this 
meafure. — “ After  voting  for  the  refolutions  upon  which 
it  is  founded,  they  come  forward  (faid  he)  this  night  with 
all  their  hopes  and  rhetoric — their  appeals  to  God — their 
imploring  of  the  houfe — and  fuch  frippery  as  they  made 
ufe  of  upon  every  occafion,  trivial  or  important,  when  they 
oppofed  any  meafure  brought  forward.  They  had  each 
fet  out  with  ftating  that  they  did  not  intend  to  oppofe  the 
bill ; and  yet  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  the  whole  phalanx 
vhad  come  in  with  all  their  force  of  affertion,  againft  it. 
VoL.  HI.  M It 
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It  was  not  a little  ridiculous  to  obferve  how  thefe  gentlemen 
invariably  praifed  each  other  : each  was  the  greateft  orator 
in  the  world — if  the  other  was  to  be  believed.  To  come  to 
the  obje£lions  which  had  been  made : one  hon.  member 
could  not  help  faying,  that  it  was  reafonable  to  make  the 
examinations  of  a murdered  man  evidence,  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  ena£l  a law  againft  it. — This  put  him 
in  mind,  he  faid,  of  the  fheep- healer’s  excufe,  My  fa- 
ther and  my  grand-father  ufed  to  heal  fheep,  and  were 
never  hanged,  and  its  very  hard  that  I fhould  fufFer  for 
doing  the  fame.'* 

<<  Thefe  gentlemen  had  prevailed  upon  a nobleman  lately 
in  the  government  of  this  country  to  write  or  fign  two 
letters,  faying,  that  his  removal  from  the  government 
would  induce  a certainty  of  rebellion.  Their  condu£l  upon 
that  occafion,  and  fince,  proved  them  to  a«h  like  the  quacks 
mentioned  by  Swift,  who,  if  they  faw  any  thing  malignant 
in  the  diforder,  were  fure  to  prognohigate  their  patients 
death  *,  but  if  any  unlucky  fymptom  of  convalefcence  ap- 
peared to  fruhrate  their  predi£lion,  they  knew  very  well 
how  to  adminifter  a feafonable  dofe  to  preferve  their  cha- 
ra£lcr  : fo  thefe  gentlemen  having  failed  in  their  predi(5lion, 
held  on  every  fpecies  of  irritation  to  the  people  in  every 
fpeech  they  made,  in  order  if  poffible,  tq  verify  their  pro- 
phecy. A great  outcry  was  made  that  the  trial  by  jury 
was  taken  from  the  poor  defenders  ; that  Magna  Charta, 
and  a variety  of  other  laws,  were  violated  ; the  conftitution 
invaded  : — thefe  gentlemen  had  not  always  thought  fo 
well  of  Magna  Charta  ; but  he  would  examine  the  force  of 
their  objeftigns.  The  bill  enabled,  that  it  fhould  be  law- 
ful for  feven  juftices  convened  by  public  notice,  or  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  to  memorial  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ; the 
minority  might  alfo  make  a reprefentation  of  their  dilTent. 
If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  thought  proper — not  martial  law, 
but  the  very  mildeft  fyftem  of  reftraint  was  to  be  pro- 
claimed 
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claimed  through  the  difturbed  country — after  fuch  a pro- 
clamation, every  perfon  out  of  his  houfe  in  the  night  was 
to  be  taken  up.  Every  one  knew  that  the  defenders  murder- 
ed and  plundered  by  night ; fo  that  reftraining  men  to  their 
houfes  was  the  moft  efFe<^ual  mode  of  preventing,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  reafonable  than  to  fuppofe  that 
perfons  wandering  after  fuch  proclamation  fiiould  be  fuf- 
pe£led  ; and  in  order  to  prevent  the  maglftiates  from 
abufing  this  power,  an  action  was  given  againft  any  magif- 
trate  who  adted  from  improper  motives. — A gentleman 
had  asked  why  not  rather  let  the  grand  jury  reprefent  the 
fituation  of  the  county  rather  than  magiftrates  ? — That 
gentleman  knew  very  well  that  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  no  grand  jury  exifted,  and  while  it  was  waited  for : the 
county  might  be  deftroyed.  A fpecial  coramiffion  might, 
indeed,  be  iflued,  to  create  a grand  jury  ; — but  how  could 
government  be  acquainted  with  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a 
commiffion,  until  fome  reprefentation  had  been  made  of 
the  fituation  of  the  country  ?’* 

Gentlemen  had  indulged  themfelvcs  in  making  refiedlions 
upon  magiftrates ; but  he  knew  that  the  magiftrates  of 
Ireland  were  in  general  the  men  of  the  firft:  fortune  and 
regulation  ; and  he  thought  it  unfair  to  ftate  that  m^gif- 
trates  had  refufed  to  do  juftice,  without  dating  that  they 
were  puniftiable  for  their  condudl  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  the  moft  fummary  way  j and  that  in  the  inftance 
alluded  to,  the  magiftrates  had,  by  affidavit,  denied  the 
charge,  and  that  the  bufinefs  was  now  in  a train  of  trial.” 

Inflammation  was  the  foie  purpofe  of  the  harangues  which 
had  been  made  that  night ; the  Roman  Catholics  had 
been  introduced  for  no  other  purpofe  ; yet  the  lail  learned 
gentleman  had  implored  to  know  why  Catholic  or  Proteftant 
was  mentioned  ? for  his  part  he  knew  not ; but  he  would 
refer  that  gentleman  to  his  own  friend,  the  hon.  baronet, 
who  had  introduced  the  fubjefl  without  the  leaft  neceClty.” 

M2  In 
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In  Connaught  four  counties — Rofcoinmon,  Mayo,  Sligo, 
and  Leitrim,  had  been  difturbed  j— in  Leinfter  and  Ulfter, 
Meath,  Weftmeath,  Louth,  Longford,  Dublin,  Cavan, 
&c.  &c.  were  difturbed  j in  all  thefe  counties,  making 
one-third  of  the  kingdom,  not  an  offender  was  to  be  found 
who  was  not  a Roman  Catholic.  Armagh  was  the  fmalleft 
county  in  the  kingdom,  fave  Louth,  and  in  one  notice 
of  that  county  a grievous  diftenfion  had  taken  place  between 
the  Roman  Catholics  and  Proteftants  in  laid  September. 
The  Roman  Catholics  had  been  the  aggrelTors,  the 
Proteftants  however  had  got  the  better,  and  had  committed 
outrages,  they  certainly  well  deferved  to  be  fuppreffed ; 
but  why  was  a difturbance  occafioned  by  a very  few  people 
in  a fmall  part  of  a county,  which  was  itfelf  not  a fixteenth 
part  of  the  kingdom  mentioned  with  fuch  horror,  and  a 
rebellion  which  agitated  one-third  of  the  county  over- 
looked ? hlerely  to  prove  the  wildom  of  Lord  Fitzwilliani 
in  fupprefling  the  Proteftant  intereft,  to  advance  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic. — The  Roman  Catholic  committee 
had  been  mentioned:  to  prove  the  controul  that  committee 
had  over  thefe  people,  he  would  only  fay,  that  in  the  laft 
year  the  committee  of  Nine  had  iffued  an  order  for  a 
petition  to  parliament,  which  order  had  been  obeyed,  and 
their  petition  literally  , copied  in  the  fame  words  and 
prefented  to  parliament,  by  the  Catholics  of  every  parifli 
in  the  kingdom.  On  the  9th  of  March  laft  they  adted  as 
reprefentatives  for  the  whole  body,  and  their  fpeeches  iit 
Francis-ftreet  Chapel  had  breathed  nothing  but  re- 
publicanhm,  fepar4tion  from  England,  and  every  fentiment 
that  could  inflame  their  conftituents  to  perfevere  in 
rebellion ; yet,  thefe  things  pafled  unnoticed,  and  a paltry 
fquabble  in  a diftant  corner  of  the  kingdom  was  made  the 
fubje^l  of  parliamentary  declamation,  and  dwelt  upon 
without  any  manner  of  occafion,  for  the  bill  equally  fup- 
prefled  thofe  outrages  with  all  others. — But  the  truth  was, 
that  this  fubje(ft  had  been  introduced  on  a former  night, 

when 
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when  thofe  Gentlemen  were  not  fo  well  prepared  in  their 
fpeeches ; and  it  was  brought  forward  to-night  to  fhew 
their  powers,  though  the  queftion  of  Proteftant  or  PapiH 
had  nothing  in  the  world  to  fay  in  the  bill. — The  Irifh 
peafantry  had  been  compared  to  the  Popifh  and  Spanilh 
peafantry  by  one  Member;  This  put  him  in  mind  of  a 
conciliatory  fpeech  of  the  fame  member,  in  which  he  faid, 
that  the  Irifli  peafantry  only  differed  from  the  Negro  in 
not  being  black  and  woollyheaded.  But  thefe  fpeeches 
were  not  intended  merely  for  parliament  ; thefe  Gentle- 
men well  knew,  that  thefe  very  fpeeches  were  taken  down 
in  the  gallery,  and  would  to-morrow  or  next  day  be 
publifhed  in  the  {editions  papers — the  Evening  Poft  or  . 
Saunders’s . News  Letter,  to  prove  to  the  people  what  they 
did  not  feel — that  they  were  very  miferable. — This  bill, 
they  faid,  was  not  a remedy  *,  but  would  have  a contrary 
efFe£l  ; and  in  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  they  fay, 
they  call  upon  the  phyfical  ftrength  of  the  country,  or, 
in  plain  Englifh,  upon  the  mob,  to  rife  and  refufe  to  fub- 
mit  to  its  operation  : Their  exhortation  would  he  hoped 
have  as  little  effe^l,  as  their  prediflion  had  truth-— If  this 
law  fhould  be  found  to  have  a bad  effe(T,  the  wifdom  of 
it’s  introducer  had  limited  it’s  duration,  and  it  might  be  re- 
pealed or  fufFered  to  expire  in  the  next  year.  His  opinion 
was,  that  it  would  be  of  the  moft  beneficial  confequence  to 
the  country,”  ' 

The  outrages  which  have  been  already  noticed,  induced 
fome  perfons  in  their  endeavours  to  fupprefs  them,  to 
exceed  their  authority  in  many  inftances,  and  to  venture  a 
Hep  or  two  beyond  the  boundary  of  the-Law  and  the  Con- 
ftitution. — To  prote^fl  them  from  future  difagreeable 
confequences,  which  might  arife,  were  they  left  open  to  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  juftice,  an  a(5l  was  alfo  paffed  this 
feffion,  intltled  aci  j or  indemnifying  fuch  perfons  as  have 

fince  the  iji  day  of  June,  lypj,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
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public  peace,  and  ' fupprejjion  oj  infurremons  prevailing  in  feme 
farts  of  this  kingdom^' 

It  may  well  be  queaioned  how  far  the  moft  urgent 
neceffity  can  juftify  the  violation  of  thofe  principles  which 
the  Law  and  the  Government  of  a co, untry  have  eftabliihed 
for  the  prefervatlon  of  national  freedom  and  juftice  : many 
arguments  were  offered  againft  paffing  this  aft;  and 
certainly  nothing  but  the  omnipotence  of  parliament  could 
fan^lify  it* 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1796,  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  clofed  the  feffions  with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 

“ In  relealing  you  from  further  attendance  in  parliament, 
I am  peculiarly  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  thank  you 
for  that  confpicuous  zeal  and  unanimity,  (fo  honourable 
to  yourfelves,  and  fo  impreffive  on  our  enemies,)  which 
have  marked  your  conduct  through  the  whole  feffion,  in 
promoting,  by  your  energy  and  temper,  the  interefts  of 
your  country,  and  in  fupporting,  by  your  fpirit  and  libera- 
lity, the  common  caufe  of  the  empire.’* 

**  His  Majefty  has  taken  the  fteps,  which  appeared  moft 
proper,  for  fetting  on  foot  a negociation  for  general  peace, 
if  the  enemy  fhould  be  difpofed  to  enter  into  fuch  a 
negociation,  on  grounds  confiftent  with  the  fafety,  honour, 
and  intereft  of  his  Majefty’s  kingdoms,  and  all  his  allies*” 

“ If  his  Majefty’s  views  in  this  refpedl,  Ihould  fail,  he 
has  no  doubt  that  the  valour  of  his  fubje61s,  the  refources 
of  his  kingdom  ,and  the  exertions  of  the  powers  engaged 
with  him,  will  ultimately  produce  this  defirable  end.”' 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Hottfe  of  Commons^ 

I am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the 

- , chearfulnefs 
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chearfulnefs  and  liberality  with  which  you  have;  provided 
for  the  current  fcrvic^  of  the  year  ; and  it  affords  me  the 
higheft  fatisfa£hon  to  reflect,  that  thefe  objefts  have  been 
attended  by  burthens  fo  judicioufly  impofed,  that  they  can 
fcarcely  affeft  the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  It  is  equally 
fatisfa^ory  to  obferve,  that  your  ftrength  and  profperity 
remain  undimlnifhed,  notwithftanding,  the  preffure  of  the 
War  *,  and  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  cheridi  your  re- 
fources,  and  apply  your  liberality  with  osconomy  and 
prudence.” 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

“ The  enquiries  I had  ordered  to  be  made  with  regard  to 
the  produce  of  the  laft  harveft,  and  the  meafures  taken  by 
you  to  prevent  the  export  of  grain,  muft  relieve  the  public 
mind,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  fcarcity:  If  any  illicit 
means  fhould  be  attempted  to  evade  the  provifions  of  the 
laws  which  have  been  enabled  upon  this  important  fubjedt, 
I fhall  be  attentive  in  exercifing  thofe  powers  with  which 
1 am  entrufted.” 

The  vigorous  meafures  you  have  adopted  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  infurreftion  and  outrage,  and  the  wife  pro- 
vifions you  have  made  for  preventing  the  extenfion  of 
fimilar  offences,  muft  have  the  moft  falutary  effefls  ” 

“ The  new  regulation  of  licenfes,  under  the  fuperin ten- 
dance of  magiftrates,  will  tend  to  promote  tranquillity  and 
fobriety.  The  eftablifhment  of  more  frequent  feffions  of 
the  peace  will  afford  an  eafy  and  expeditious  adminiftration 
of  juftice  in  the  different  diftrifls  throughout  the  kingdom. 
The  liberal  increafe  of  the  falarles  of  the  judges,  and  the 
alteration  of  the  civil  bill  jurifdiflion  for  the  convenience 
of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  will  enfure  the  conftant 
and  regular  attention  of  his  Majefty’s  judges  to  the  civil 
and  criminal  bufinefs  that  will  remain  to  be  done  on  the 
circuits.” 
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Thefe  meafures  cannot  l^ut  demonftrate  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  tke  firmnefs,  and  the  temper  of  parliament, 
which,  whilft  it  is  determined  to  reprefs  the  excefles 
of  licentioufnefs  and  outrage,  is  at  the  lame  time  anx- 
ious to  enfure  to  the  country  thofe  permanent  advan- 
tages of  fociety,  peace,  and  good  order,  which  are  to 
be  derived  from  a prompt  and  upright  adminiftration  of 
juft  ice.” 

I cannot  too  ftrongiy  recommend  it  to  you,  to  giye 
cflre£l  to  thele  benefits  by  your  example  and  prefence : 
and  I am  confident,  that  when  you  are  relieved  from 
your  duty  in  parliament,  all  ranks  and  deferiptions  of 
his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeefts  will  feel  thfemfelves  pro- 
tected by  your  exertions  and  authority  in  your  different 
counties.” 

Your  kind  declarations  in  favour  of  my  adminiftra- 
tion,  make  the  deepell  impreflion  upon  my  feelings  $ 
if  1 have  any  claim  to  your  confidence  and  good  opinion, 
it  arifes  from  the  fidelity  with  which  I have  reprefented  to 
his  Majefty  your  loyalty  and  zeal,  and  from  the  fincere 
defire  I feel  to  conform  my  condudt  to  your  fentiments. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  form  one  empire — they  are  in- 
ieparably  connected— they  muft  ftand  or  fall  together; 
and  we  are  all  equally  engaged,  becaufe  we  are  all  equally 
interefted  in  the  common  caufe  of  defending  and  up- 
holding our  religion,  our  laws,  and  our  conftitution.” 

/ 

After  which  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  14th  June  following. 

■ 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Difturhances  In  Co,  Armagh. — Proclamation. — Addrefs  of 
the  grand  jury  and  magijirates  of  the  Co.  Armagh  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.-^ Ref oluti on  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
pariJJies  of  Drumcree  and  Sego — Appearance  of  a French  - 
feet  near  Pantry. — Secretary  P elhaml* s letter  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor  of  Dublin. — Difperffn  of  the  French  fleet. ---Re- 
folution  of  Proteflanis  and  Roman  Catholics  of  the  Co* 
Down. — Meffage  to  his  Majefly  communicated  to  parlia- 
ment.— State  of  public  credit. — Proceedings  of  the  bankers 
and  merchants  of  Dublin. — Proclamation  relative  to  bank 
payments.—  Public  notice  from  the  bank  of  Ireland  on  the 
floppage  of  cajh  payments. — Letter  from  Mr.  Pelham  to 
Gen.  Lake. — Mr»  Grattan^ s obfervations  thereon. — Dij- 
turbances  in  Armagh. — addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to 
their  perfecuted  brethren. — Meeting  oj  freeholder s and 
citizens  of  Dublin. — their  proceedings  and  addrejs  to  his 
Majefly. — Proclamation  againfl  United  Irijhmen^ 
Conclufion  of  the  JeJflon. 

H O*  the  infurre£lion  a£l,  was  a law  of  fome  feverlty, 
it  did  not  tranquillize  the  country,  the  county  of  Armagh 
particularly  continued  to  be  much  difturbcd,  and  lome  part 
of  it,  were,  according  to  the  operation  of  that  a£l,  publicly 
proclaimed  to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance, — The  following 
proclamation  will  (hew  in  fome  degree  the  nature  of  the  a£t, 
and  the  mode  of  proceeding  under  it. 

LORD  LIEUTENANT  and  COUNCIL  OF  IRELAND, 
A PROCLAxMATION. 

CAMDEN, 

Whereas,  by  an  aft  of  parliament  palTed  in  this  king- 
dom, in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign  en- 
titled, An  aft  more  c^eftually  to  fupprefs  infurreftion^ 

' and 
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and  to  prevent  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace,”  it  is 
enaded,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
of  any  county,  aflembled  at  a fpecial  feffion  in  manner  by 
the  laid  a<fi:  direfled,  not  being  fewer  than  feven,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  one  of  whom  to  be  of  the  quorum, 
if  they  fee  fit,  upon  due  confideration  of  the  Hate  of  the 
county,  to  fignify  by  memorial,  by  them  ligned,  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  chief  governor  or  go'?ernors 
of  this  Kingdom,  that  they  confider  their  county,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance  or  in  immediate 
danger  of  becoming  fo,  and  praying  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  council  may  proclaim  fuch  county,  or  part 
thereof,  to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance,  thereupon  it  lhall 
be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  chief  gover- 
nor or  governors  of  this  kingdom,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  Majefty’s  privy  council,  by  proclamation,  to  declare 
fuch  county,  or  any  part  of  luch  county,  to  be  in  a ftate 
of  difturbance,  or  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo, 
and  alfo  fuch  parts  of  any  adjoining  county  or  counties  as 
fuch  chief  governor  or  governors  fliall  think  fit,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  continuance  or  extenlion  of  fuch  diftur- 
bance.” 

And  whereas  eighteen  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
of  Armagh,  (feveral  of  them  being  of  the  quorum)  being 
the  major  part  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  duly  aflembled, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  a6f,  at  a fpecial  feflion  of  the  peace 
holden  at  Armagh,  in  the  laid  county,  on  Tuefday  the 
29th  day  of  November  laft  paft,  have,  by  memorial  by  them 
figned,  fignified  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,' 
that  certain  parts  of  the  faid  county  are  in  a ftate  of  dif- 
turbance, or  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo,  and 
have  thereby  prayed  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  council 
may  proclaim  the  following  diftridts  in  the  faid  county, 
to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance,  or  in  immediate  danger  of 

becoyning  fo  j that  is  to  fay,  that  part  of  the  parifli  ,of 

Newry, 
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Newry,  lying  in  the  barony  of  Onealand  Weft,  in  {aid 
county,;  and  alfo  that  part  of  the  parifh  of  Armagh, 
fttuate  and  lying  in  the  faid  barony  of  Onealand  Weftj 
in  faid  county.” 

Now  we  the  Lord  Lieutenant  do,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Majefty’s  privy  council,  in  purfuance  of  and 
by  the  authority  to  us  given  by  the  faid  a(ft  of  parliament^ 
by  this  our  proclamation  declare,  that  part  of  the  parilh  of 
Newry,  and  alfo  that  part  of  the  parifh  of  Armagh,  which 
are  fituate  and  lying  in  the  faid  barony  of  Onealand  Weft, 
and  county  of  Armagh  aforefaid,  to  be  in  a ftate  of  diftur- 
bance,  or  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo  ; of  which 
all  juftices  of  the  peace  and  other  magiftrates  and  peace 
officers  of  the  faid  county,  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  are  to  take  notice,” 

Council-chamber,  Dublin,  2d  Dec.  1796. 

W.  Armagh.  Clare,  C.  Carhampton.  Clonmel.  Ely. 
Dillon.  Donoughmore.  Telverton.  Cha.  Fitzgerald.  T. 
Pelham.  'A.  Wolfe.  James  Fitzgerald.  D.  Latouche.'  S. 
Hamilton.  Lodge  Morres. 

The  following  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  Ld.  Lieutenant, 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

JOHN-JEFFREYS,  EARL  CAMDEN, 

Lord  lieutenant  general  and  general  governor 

OF  IRELAND,  &C.  &C. 

The  unanimous  addrefs  of  the  governor,  grand  jury 

and  Magiftrates  of  the  county,  of  Armagh,  aflembled  at 
lent  affizes,  1796  -’ 

Deeply  imprefled  with  the  attention  which  your  Ex- 
cellency has  been  pleafed  to  Ihew  to  this  county,  and  fen- 
lible  of  the  readinefs  with  which  military  aid  has  been 
afforded,  whenever  it  has  been  required,  on  occafion  of 

the 
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the  diflurbances  that  in  fome  "places  have  unfortunately 
prevailed,  we  return  your  Excellency  our  warmeft  ac- 
knowledgments, and  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  firmed  con- 
fidence in  the  wifdom  and  energy  of  your  Excellency’s 
government.” 

“We  have  feen  with  the  deeped  regret  the  outrages 
which  for  fome  time  pad  have  didurbed  the  peace,  and 
interrupted  the  indudry  of  this  profperous  county  ; and  as 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  have  always  difcharged  their 
duty  with  that  rigorous  and  impartial  judice,  which  is  cal- 
culated to  pfotedl  the  perfon  and  the  property  of  all  its  in- 
habitants of  every  defcription,  fo  we  (hall  continue  to  ufc 
our  utmod  exertions  to  punifh  offenders  of  every  denomi- 
nation.” 

“ We  trud  that  the  peace  of  the  county  will,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  proceedings  at  this  affizes,  be  redored  uni- 
verfally  ; but  fhould  that  unfortunately  not  be  the  cafe, 
we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Excellency,  that  we  mud  feel 
it  to  be  our  duty,  and  the  duty  of  all  the  other  magidrates 
of  the  county,  to  refort  to  immediate  proceedings  under 
the  law  of  the  prefent  fefUon  of  parliament,  however  much 
we  mud  lament  the  unufual  rigour  which  it  will  ifnpofc 
upon  offenders,  and  however  much  we  mud  deplore  the 
burthens  as  well  as  the  difgrace  which  fuch  meafures  mud 
neceffarily  impofe  upon  the  county.” 

JOHN  OGLE,  Sheriff, 

GOSFORD,  governor, 
CAULFEILD,  foreman,  for  felf, 

The  reader  may  be  enabled  farther  to  judge,  in  what 
fituation  the  Co.  Armagh  then  was,  from-  the  following 
publication,  which  appeared  at  the  time  of  the  before 
mentivAied  proclamation. 
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. “ We,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Drumcree  and  Sego, 

pariflics  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  obferving  with  great 
concern,  that  much  pains  have  lately  been  taken  in  many 
parrs  of  this  country,  merely  to  excite  difcontent  among 
his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjecSls,  and  to  alienate  their  affec- 
tions from  his  perfon  and  government,  with  a view  to  in- 
troduce that  lyftem  of  anarchy  and  confufion  which  is  now 
fpreading  defolation  over  other  parts  of  Europe,  and 
having  reafon  alfo  to  believe,  that  fome  of  thefe  deluded 
people  hold  treafonabic  correfpondence  with  his  Majefty’s 
avowed  enemies  ^the  French)  for  the  unnatural  purpofc 
pf  injuring  this  their  native  land  j Nov^  we,  whofe  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  being  determined  to  fupport  our 
King  and  conftitution  ; (fenftble  of  the  many  bleflings  and 
advantages  we  derive  from  both,  which  are  evident  from 
the  prefent  very  profperous  ftate  of  our  country,  where 
wealth  and  comfort  are  the  conftant  concontitants  of 
honefty  and  induftry  ; and  holding  in  apparrence  the  ma- 
chinations of  defperatc  adventurers,  who,  without  property 
themfelves,  aim  at  that  of  others,  hoping  to  procure  wealth 
?ind  confequence  in  a general  confufion 

“ Refolve  therefore,  That  we  will  at  the  hazzard  of  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  fupport  and  defend  our  gracious  King 
George  the  Third,  againft  all  foreign  and  domeftic  ene- 
mies.’- 

That  we  will  difeourage  and  oppofe  all  treafonable 
and  feditious  pradllces,  and  refill  all  attempts  to  difturb  the 
peace  of  this  country.” 

And  further,  in  cafe  of  invafion  or  Infurrecftion  (fhould 
his  Majefty  in  his  wifdom  require  fuch  exertion),  that 
we  will  embody  ourfelves  for  his  defence,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  our  country ; and  all  of  us,  or  as  many  of  us  as  he 
fhall  think  proper  to  call  upon,  will  enrol  ourfelves  under 
fuch  officers  as  he  may  commiffion  j and  with  their  affit* 

tance. 
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tance,  and  under  their  command,  will  train  and  difcipline 
ourfelves,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  render  him  the  more  effcftual 
fervice,  and  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  thefe  traitors  and  ban- 
ditti, who  vainly  rely  upon  finding  the  country  naked  and 
defencelefs,  fhould  their  regular  troops  be  drawn  off  to 
oppofe  an  invading  enemy.** 

At  length  the  French  aflually  made  their  appearance, 
and  the  following  letter  was  written  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  ftating  the  circumftatice. 

My  Lord^ 

The  laft  accounts  from  Gen,  Dalrymph  are  by  his  Aid- 
de-Camp,  Captain  Gordon^  who  left  Bantry  at  ten  o’clock 
on  Tuefday,  A.  M.  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 
Seventeen  fail  of  French  Chips  were  at  that  time  at  anchor 
on  the  * lower  part  of  Bear  Ifland,  but  at  fuch  a diftance 
that  their  force  could  not  be  afcertained. — A Lieutenant 
of  a French  frigate  was  driven  on  fhore  in  his  boat,  in  at- 
tempting to  go  from  his  veflTel,  which  was  difmafted,  to  the 
Admiral.  He  affirms  the  account  of  the  fleet  being  French, 
with  hoftile  views  to  this  country  ; but  does  not  appear  to 
know  whether  the  whole  fle^t,  which  confifted  of  about 
17  fail  of  the  line,  15  frigates,  and  including  tranfports 
and  luggers,  amounted  to  fifty  fail,  were  afl  to  re-aflemble 
off  Bantry.— General  was  onboard,  commanding  a, 

confiderable  force.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 
my  Lord, 

your  Lordfliip’s  mod  obedient  fervant, 

T.  PELHAM.” 

Right  hon.  Lqrd  Mayor. 

This  expedition  of  the  enemy  fortunately  failed,  as  they 
were  driven  from  our  coaft  by  a fevere  ftorm  ; and  the  fleet 
dirperfed. 


The 
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The  apprehenOon  of  an  invafion  from  France,  operated 
to  unite  perfons  of  every  religious  perfuafion  in  defence  of 
the  country:— a numerous  meeting  took  place,  of  the 
Proteftants,  Proteftant  Diflenters,  and  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  parifh  and  neighbourhood  of  Ardkeen  in  the  barony 
of  Ards,  and  county  of  Down,  whp  unanimoufly  refolved 
and  declared  as  follows. — - 

Refolved,  ift.  “ That  at  this  alarming  crlfis,  when  the 
loyalty  of  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ls  is  queftioned, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  ftand  forward  and  declare  our' 
loyalty  to  our  king,  and  attachment  to  thofe  principles 
whicli  faved  his  illuftrious  anceflors  on  the  throne  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 
fupport  his  Majelly's  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity. 

2dly,  “ We  declare  that  we  are  firmly  and  unalterably 
attached  to  our  form  of  government,  confiding  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  and  we  trud,  that  his  Majefty 
will,  in  due  time,  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  it 
to  his  parliament  to  bring  forward  fuch  laws  as  will  tend 
to  unite  all  his  fubje«fts  in  the  love  of  our  happy  conflituti- 
on,  upon  which  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  empire 
depend.” 

3dly.  “ Refolved,  that  we  lament  and  abhor  the  fpirit 
of  bigotry  and  deflruflion  of  property  which  have  too  long 
difgraced  a neighbouring  county  ; and  in  order  to  fupprefs 
fuch  evils,  we  do  hereby  pledge  ourfelves  to  each  other, 
and  to  the  public,  that  we  will  individually,  and  in  a body, 
if  called  on,  come  forward  and  aflift  the  civil  magiftrate 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace  of  this  county  ; and  in  the  defence  of  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  all  his  Majefty^s  faithful  fubjedls, 
be  their  religious  profeffions  what  they  may,’* 

On  the  i6th  of  January,  1797,  parliament  met 

purfuant  to  adjournment*  

_ . - Secretary 
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Mr  Secretary  Pelham,  in  his  place,  read  to  the  houfe  a 
nieiTage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in 
purport, — That  his  Excellency  was  commanded  by  his 
Majefty  tQ  acquaint  his  faithful  parliament,  with  deep 
concern  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  that  his  exertions  to 
prevent  a farther  extenlion  of  the  mileries  of  warfare  iif 
Europe,  by  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  matters  lately 
pending  in  dilTcuffion  with  the  court  of  Spain,  had  failed 
in  fucceCs,  and  terminated,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  by 
an  abrupt  and  aggreflive  declaration  of  war  againft  Great 
Britain ; adding  his  Majefty^s  exprefiions  of  reliance  on  the 
fupport  of  his  faithful  parliament,  the  valour  of  his 
fteets  and  armies,  and  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  his 
faithful  fubjeffs,  to  repel  this  wanton  and  unprovoked 
aggreffion,  and  to  maintain  and  defend  the  honour  ^nd 
dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom/’ 

« The  mefTage  next  adverted  to  the  failure  of  the  ne- 
gociation  whh  the  power  executing  the  government  of 
France,  which  was  alfo  abruptly  broke  off  by  that  power, 
without  any  difeuffion  of  the  principles  or  objecSls  propofed 
as  a ground  of  peace,  with  peremptory  orders  from  his 
Majefty’s  ambaffador  to  quit  the  French  territory  within 
forty-eight  hours.  On  this  point  hfs  Majefty’s  defire  is  to 
intimate  that  copies  of  the  feveral  notes,  officially  paffed  in 
correfpondence  between  his  Majefty ’s  ambaffador  and  the 
minifter  of  the  French  direflory  at  Paris,  upon  the  fubjedl 
of  a pacific  negociation,  fhall  be  laid  before  the  houfe, 
and  to  exprefs  his  Majefty’s  reliance  on  the  fupport  of  his, 
faithful  parliament  and  loyal  people,  in  a war,  firft  aggref- 
fively  commenced  againft  him,  and  now  obftinately  per- 
fifted  in  by  the  enemy  ; a war  which  did  not  depend  folely 
on  his  Majefty  to  terminate,  but  neverthelefs  which  his 
Majefty  flioald  leave  no  means  unexerted,  confiftent  with 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown  and  welfare  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  to  bring  to  fpeedy  conclufion/* 
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The  melTage  next  recurs  to  the  recent  attempts  of  an 
enemy’s  fquadron  to  invade  the  fhores  of  this  country  ; 
and,  while  his  Excellency  exprefles  the  deep  fenfe  of  the 
fpirit,  the  alacrity,  and  the  loyalty  manifefted  on  that 
occafion,  he  avows  his  Majefty’s  command  to  declare  in 
his  royal  name  the  moft  favourable  fenfe  and  higheft 
approbation  to  the  general  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  alacrity 
which  on  that  occaiion  univerfally  adluated  his  Majefty’s 
regular  troops,  militia,  yeomanry  corps,  and  every  clafs 
of  his  faithful  fubje(fts  ; cxprefling,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  fame  tcmpeft  which,  providentially  for  Ireland,  proved 
fo  deftrudlive  to  the  enemys  fquadron,  had  prevented  his 
fleets  from  coming  time  enough  to  our  coafts  to  complete 
• their  ruin,  but  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  cffedled 
before  they  could  reach  France. 

“ His  Majcfty,  ever  zealous  for  the  fafety  of  his  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  had  in  readinefs  to  embark  for  her  aid  an 
ample  force,  had  the  landing  of  an  enemy  rendered  it 
necelTary.*’ 

“His  Majefty  at  the  fame  time  defires  to  recommend  to 
^ his  parliament  of  Ireland,  fuch  due  confideration  of  the 
ftrength  and  refources  of  the  country,  as  may  enable 
them  to  make  preparation  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
adequate  to  the  defperation  of  a daring  enemy.’* 

Public  credit  being  at  this  time  much  fhaken,  by  the 
alarming  lituation  of  affairs,  a meeting  was  held  at  the 
Manfion  houfe,  in  purfuance  of  public  notice  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  to  the  bankers,  merchants,  and  traders  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  on  the  3d  March,  1797,  when  they  came 
to  the  following  refolution  ; 

The  right  hon*  the  Lord  Mayor- in  the  Chair, 

Refolved  unanimoully,'  That  we,  the  underfigned, 
being  highly  fcnfibls  how  necefiary  the  prefer vation  of 
VoL,  IIL  N public 
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public  credit  Is  at  this  time,  do  moft  readily  hereby  dd^^ 
dare,  that  we  will  not  refufe  to  receive  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  and  the  'feveral  bankers  notes  in  payment  of  any 
fiim  of  money  to  be  paid  to  us,  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
folvency  of  the  feveral  banks  in  this  metropolis,  and 
that  we  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  make  all  our 
payments  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  promote  the  circu-^ 
lation  thereof.  . \ 

The  day  previous  to  this  meeting,  the  following  procla- 
mation ilTued. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  council  of  Ireland, 

« Camden.  A communication  being  made  to  the  coun* 
til  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  hating,  that  his 
Excellency  had  received  dhpatches  from  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  enclofing  the  copy  of  an  order  of  the 
privy  council,  made  at  the  Council  Chamber,  Whitehall, 
the  26th  day  of  February,  1797  j together  with  the  de- 
daration  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  purfuance  thereof, 
copies  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed  : it  is  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  privy  council,  that  in  confequence  of  the  faid  order 
and  declaration,  and  in  order  to  prevent  a want  of  a 
fuihcient  fupply  of  cafli  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  fervice,  which,  under  the  aforefaid  circumftances 
may  take  place,  unlefs  immediate  and  elfedual  means  be 
reforted  to  for  preventing  the  fame,  that  it  is  thought 
to  be  necelTary  to  adopt  a fimilar  meafure  in  this  kingdom,  ^ I 
and  that  accordingly  the  diredors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  * 
ihould  forbear  iffuing  any  cafh  in  payment  until  the  fenfe  ] 
of  parliament  fhould  be  taken  on  the'  fubjed,  And  it  is  ; 

ordered,  that  a copy  of  this  order  be  tranfmitted  to  the  i 

dlredors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  ; and  they  are  hereby , 
required  on  the  grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  to 

conform 
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conform  thereto,  until  the  fenfe  of  parliament  fhall  be 
taken  as  aforefaid. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  2d  dav  cf 
March,  1797. 

Clare  C.  Charles  Cafliell,  Shannon,  John 
Fofter,  T.  Pelham,  J.  Parnel,  J.  Beresford. 

: J.  PATPvICKSON,  DeprCl.  Counc. 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  in  confequence  of  the  foregoing 
proclamation  gave  public  notice  as  follows  ; 

Bank  of  Ireland,  2d  March ^ '^191  • 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  having 
communicated  to  the  bank  a proclamation,  ilTued  by  the 
government  of  England,  and  the  refolution  of  the  gover- 
nor, deputy  governor  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, in  confequence  thereof.  And  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  privy  council  of  Ireland  having  this  day  fent  to  the 
Bank  an  order,  of  which  a copy  is  hereunto  annexed,’* 

The  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  in  court  aflembled,  think  it  proper  to 
comply  with  the  above  order,  and  to  fufpend  the  payment 
of  fpccie  at  prefent  \ but  are  happy  in  being  able  to  in- 
form the  public  that  the  fituation  of  the  Bank  is  ftrong, 
and  its  affairs  in  the  moift  profperous  fituation;  and  that 
the  governors  and  directors  will  accommodate  the  pub- 
lic with  the  ufual  difeounts,  paying  the  amount  in  bank 
notes. 


Signed  by  order, 

THOMAS  WILLIAMS,  Sec. 
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It  was  now  thought  necefTary  in  confequeiicc  of  th^ 
diflurbanccs  in  the  north,  to  put  the  country  under  the 
controul  and  power  of  the  military  ; and  the  mealures 
which  government^ thought  proper  to  purfue  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  appear  from  Mr.  Pelham'' s official  letter  to  Gen. 
Leake  dated  3d  March,  1797. 

I am  commanded  ^{ays  he)  by  my  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  acquaint  you,  that,  from  the  information  received 
by  his  excellency  with  rerpedl:  to  the  various  parts  of 
the  north  of  Ireland,  additional  meafures,  to  thofe  already 
employed  for  preferving  the  public  peace,  are  become 
neceffary.  It  appears,  that  in  the  counties  of  bowii^ 
Antrim,  Derry,  arid  Donegal,  fecret  and  treafonable 
alTociations  iVill  continue  to  an  alarming  degree  ; and 
that  the  perfons  concerned  in  thefe  afibciatiohs  are  at- 
tempting to  defeat  all  the  exertions  of  the  loyal  and  well- 
difpofed,  by  ^ the  means  of  terror  : — that  they  threaten 
the  lives  of  all  who  (hall  venture,  from  regard  to  their 
duty  and  oath  of  allegiance,  to  difcover  their  treafons  : 
— that  they  afTemble,  in  great  numbers,  at  night ; andj 
by  threats  and  force,  difarm  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ^ 
that  they  have  fired  on  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace, 
when  endeavouring  to  apprehend  them  in  their  nocSturnal 
robberies  : that  they  threaten,  by  papers,  letters,  and 
notices,  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  ffiall,  in  any  manner, 
refift  or  oppofe  them  : that,  in  their  nightly  excurfions 
for  the  purpofe  of  difarming  his  Majefty’s  loyal  (ubjedls, 
they  difguife  their  perfons  and  countenances  : that  they 
endeavour  to  collect ' great  quantities  of  arms  in  concealed 
hiding  places  : that  they  have  cut  down  great  numbers 
of  trees  on  the  eftates  of  the  gentry,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  pikes  ; and  that  they  have  ftoleu  great  quantities 

of  lead  for  the  purpofe  of  cafting  bullets  : that  they 

privately  by  night,  exercife  themfelves  in  the  praflice  of 
arms : that  they  endeavour  to  intimidate  perfons  from 

joining 
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i joining  the  yeomanry  corps  eftablifhed  by  law,  in  order 

i to  refift  a foreign  enemy  : that  they  refule  to  employ  in 

manufactures,  thofe  who  enlift  in  faid  corps  : that  they 
not  only  threaten,  but  ill-treat  the  perfons  of  the  yeo- 
; ^wnry  ; and  even  attack  their  houfes  by  night,  and  pro- 

) ceed  to  the  barbarous  extremity  of  deliberate  and  fiiocking 

I murder,  as  was  exemplified  in  their  recent  attack  and 

murd^  by  night  of  Mr.  Comyns  of  Newtown^Mrds  \ and 
that  they  profefs  a refolution  to  aflift  the  enemies  of  his 
Majefty,  if  they  fliould  be  enabled  to  land  in  this  kingdom, 
&c.  His  Excellency  has  commanded  me,  to  communicate 
to  you  his  pofitive  orders,  that  you  take  the  moft  immci- 
diate  and  decifive  mcafures  for  difpofing  of  the  military 
force  under  your  command,  aided  by  the  yeomanry  corps, 
for  immediately  difarming  all  perfons  who  lhall  not  bear 
his  Majedy’s  commiffion,  or  are  a<^ing  under  perfons  fo 
I commiffioned ; and  after  making  fuch  difpofitions,  you 
I are  required  to  carry  fuch  difarming  into  cffeCf,”  &c.-^ 

j His  Excellency  further  authorifes  you  to  employ  ^rce 

■ againft  any  perfons  affembled  in  arms,  not  log^^lly  author- 
ifed  fo  to  be ; to  difperfe  all  tumultuous  affemblies  of 
perfons,  though  they  may  not  be  in  arms,  without  waiting 
for  the  fan^ion  and  afliftance  of  the  civil  authority,  if, 
in  your  opinion,  the  peaqe  of  the  realm,  or  the  fafety  of 
his  Majefty *s  faithful  fubjeCls,  may  be  endangered  by 
waiting  for  fuch  authority.  His  Excellency  farther  author- 
ifes  you,  to  confider  thofe  parts  of  the  country  where  the 
outrages  before  ftated  have  been  committed,  as  where  they 
fhall  arife,  as  being  in  a ftate  that  requires  all  the  meafures 
of  exertion  and  precaution  which  a country,  depending 
upon  military  force  alone  for  it’s  protection,  would  re- 
quire ; and  you  are  therefore  required  to  ftation  your 
troops  with  a view  to  interrupt  communication  between 
thofe  whom  you  may  fufpeCt:  of  evil  deftgns  ; to  eftablifti 
patroles  on  the  hl^h  roads  or  other  pafles  ; and  to  ftop  ail 
perfons  pafling  and  repafling  after  certain  hours  of  the 

night 
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night And,  in  order  completely  to  carry  into  effeft  any 
orders  or  regulations,  which,  in  the  circumRances  of  the 
cafe,  may  be  confidered  by  you  as  necelTary,  you  are 
authorifed  to.iflue  notices,  ftating  the  regulations,  and  call- 
ing upon  his  Majefty’s  fubje(Sl3  to  be  aiding  and  afTifting 
therein.*’  - 

Purfuant  to  thefe  powers,  general  Leahe  iffued  a notice, 
or  proclamation,  at  Belfaji^  the  J3th  of  March,  1797, 
ftating  the  before-mentioned  circumftances,  and  requiring 
all  perfons  in  that  diftridl  (peace  officers,  and  thofe  ferving 
in  a military  capacity,  excepted)  to  bring  in  and  furrender 
up  all  arms  and  ammunition  in  their  pofleffion,  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  king’s  troops  in  their  neighbour- 
hood : and  inviting  all  perfons  enabled  to  give  informa- 
tion touching  concealed  arnr.s,  to  communicate  the  fame 
to  the  feveral  officers  commanding  his  Majefty’s  forces  in 
their  refpeflive  diftri^s. 

On  the  16th  of  the  fame  month  Mr.  Grattan  ftated  that 
a paper  had  been  this  day  put  into  his  hand,  which,  on 
reading  it,  very  much  excited  his  aflonlfhment.  It  was  an 
article  publifhed  in  a newfpaper  called  the  Belfaft  News 
Letter,  purporting  to  be  a proclamation  from  general 
Leake,  and  figned  with  the  name  of  that  general,  de- 
claring the  whole  province  of  Ulfter  to  be  out  of  the  King’s 
peace,  and  without  the  pale  of  the  conftitution.  Such 
an  a£l  he  confidered  as  one  of  the  rnoft  mifchievous 
meafures  at  this  moment  that  any  man  could  be  guilty  of, 
towards  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  as  violatory  of  the 
conftitution  and  the  bill  of  rights— fuch  an  aci  as  he  could 
hardly  fuppofe  Gen.  Leake  would  have  attempted  without 
the  authority  of  government,  and  fuch  an  one  as  demanded 
the  interfej-ence  of  the  houfe,  He  held  the  paper  in  his 
hand,  and  wifhed  to  know  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pelham)  if  the  proclamation  had  been  iiTued  by  the 

authority  of  government? 

Mr.  Pelham 
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' Mr.  Pelham  fubmitted  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whether,  if  Gen.  Leake  had  taken  any  illegal  proceedings 
there  were  no  other  modes  of  inveftigating  the  propriety 
of  fuch  proceedings,  or  the  authority  upon  which  it  was 
adopted,  than  prelHng  him  to  anfwer  the  queftion  he  now- 
asked,  or  to  avow  or  difavow  the  meafure  on  the  mere  au- 
thority of  a fcrap  of  printed  paper,  authenticated  upon  no. 
other  proof  than  its  appearance  in  a newfpaper. 

Mr.  Grattan  anfwered,  that  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  give  him  an  anfwer  on  the  fub- 
je<St,  he  fhouid  take  an  opportunity  of  moving  for  an  offici- 
al copy  of  the  inilru^fions  of  government  to  Gen.  Leake, 
touching  this  meafure. 

The  contentions  which  continued  in  Ulfter  between  the 
peep-of-day  boys  and  the  defenders,  obliged  many  Roman 
Catholic  families,  particularly  of  the  lower  clafs,  to  flee 
from  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  to  feek  refuge  amongll 
the  inhabitants  of  Connaught.  This  circumftance  occafion- 
ed  the  following  addrefs  from  a refpectable  meeting  held 
in  that  county  to  fuch  of  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren 
as  had  been  driven  from  their  country  by  the  late  cruel 
perfecution. 

Friends,  brethren,  and  fellow  citizens.  In  this  un- 
happy country,  the  defigning  emiflaries  of  a venal  ar^d 
profligate  adminiftration,  have,  with  impunity,  too  long 
fcattered  amongft  us  the  feed  of  difunion  and  religious 
perfecution  ; they  faw  that  if  the  people  were  once  united 
in  the  bands  of  focial  love  and  affeeSlion,  that  fyftem  oi 
corruptin,  which  they  have  fubftituted  for  the  pure  Ipirit 
of  the  coaftitution,  would  have  perifhed  for  ever.’* 

“ Hence,  Brethren,  they  adopted  the  diabolical  maxim, 
divide  et  impera.  In  their  hands  the  religion  of  the  moft 
high  God,  the  fpirit  of  which  is  peace,  love,  union,  and 

focial 
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focial  order,  has  become  the  inftrument  of  dlfcord  arid 
bigotry— of  perfecution,  bloody  and  rclentlefs.” 

« We  lament,  that  infatuation,  that  ill-judged  and 
mifguided  zeal,  which  drove  from  their  habitations  many 
of  our  moft  ufeful  citizens,  and  rendered  our  country 
odious  to  the  world.  From  this  moment  we  wifh  to  bury 
for  ever  all  religious  contentions,  and  all  animofities  that 
may  feparate  us  from  our  fellow  citizens.*’ 

In  the  union  of  love,  in  the  fpirit  of  univerfal  benc^ 
volence,  we  invite  you,  that  are  now  forlorn  and  friendlefs 
wanderers  through  the  kingdom,  to  return  to  your  ha- 
bitations: At  your  return  you  will  find  us  united  as  one 
man,  and  ready  to  receive,  without  religious  diftindlions, 
our  countrymen  into  a holy  and  religious  and  exalted 
compa£l.*’ 

Our  aim  is  to  procure  a reform  in  parliament,  and 
Catholic  emancipation  ; and  to  the  attainment  of  thefe 
grand  obje£ls,  our  progrefs  (hall  be  moderate,  yet  firin  — 
and  temperate  yet  irrefiflible.”  ^ 

On  the  8th  of  April  1797,  a meeting  of  the  freemen  and 
freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  was  held  at  the  Royal 
Exchange,  having  been  convened  in  purfuance  of  a re- 
quifition  to  the  high  fherifF,  in  order  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  a petition  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  entreating  that 
he  may  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  diftpifs  his  prefent  Mi- 
nifters,  for  ever,  and  take  to  his  councils  m^n,  who  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  his  fubjecls. 

^he  High  Sheriffs  in  the  Chair ^ 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wills  moved  a petition,  which  being 
read,  SirWm.  Worthington  moved  the  queftion  of  ach- 
journment,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Patrickfon.  She- 
riff Pemberton  obferving  a number  of  people  in  the  Ex- 
change, 
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change,  neither  freemen  or  freeholders,  defired  that  thofe 
. fhould  retire  to  each  fide  before  he  could  put  the  queftion  ; 
on  the  queftion  being  put,  the  fheriiF  declared  he  thought 
the  Noes  had  it.  Dr.  Duigenan  then  moved  a divifion, 
and  was  feconded  by  Sir  St.  George  O’Kelly.  The  meet- 
ing  having  divided,  Sheriff  Pemberton  declared  that  "the 
majority  on  the  divifion  was  againft  the  adjournment,  but 
that  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  there  were  numbers  at 
the  meeting  qot  entitled  to  vote. 

The  petition  was  then  read  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
the  firft  was  agreed  to  with  fome  diffenting  voices,  all  the 
reft  were  unaniipoufty  agreed  to.*’ 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Lawlefs,  that  the  Sheriftk 
dp  quit  the  chair,  and  it  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Lawlefs 
moved  that  the  right  hon.  Henry  Grattan  do  take  the  chair, 
^hich  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

The  following  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

•*  Refolvcd,  That  the  petition  which  has  been  now  read 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  do  ftapd  the  petition  of  the 
meeting.” 

^ Refolved,  That  the  high  fheriffs  be  now  r ouefted  to 
lign  the  petition,  which  they  declined.” 

Refolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requefted  to  fign  the 
petition,  the  fheriffs  havlng  declined  it.” 

Refolved,  That  the  chairman  as  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  be  requefted  to  prefent  this 
petition  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  order 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  Majefty.” 

Refolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  do  attend  the 
chairman  in  prefenting  the  petition. 


John 
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John  Byrne,  Efq.  Hon.  Mr.  Leefon.  Hugh  Skeys,  Efq, 
Frans.  Burroughs,  Efq.  Hampden  Evans,  Efq.  Brab. 
Ponfonby,  Efq.  Geo.  Ponfonby,  Efq.  J.  P.  Curran,  Efq, 
Jof.  Huband,  £fq.  Hop.  R.  Moore,  Jo.  Sweetman, 
Efq.  Benjamin  Wills,  Efq.  Edmond  Whitehead,  Efq. 

The  petition  agreed  to  was  follows. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejiy^ 

We  your  Majefty’s  faithful  and  loyal  fiibjedts  the 
freemen  and  freeholders  ol  the  city  of  Dublin,  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  throne  with  the  ftrongeft  alTurances  of 
affection,  and  to  exprefs  at  the  fame  time  with  all  humility 
our  decided  opinion  with  refpe£l  to.  the  councils  of  your 
Majefty’s  minifters,  who  have  profecuted  the  prefent  dif- 
aftrous  war  with  an  obftinacy  that  can  only  be  equalled  by 
their  mifcondu£l  of  the  fame—and  who  have  in  this  country 
purfued  a fyftem  of  government  inconfiftent  with  the  prin-. 
ciples  of  the  conftitution,  injurious  to  the  independency 
of  parliament,  and  fubveriive  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl.*’ 

Your  mlnifters  have  been  publicly  charged  with  the 
fale  of  peerage,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  feats  in 
parliament,  and  when  evidence  was  offered  to  convidl  them, 
of  the  fame,  they  fhrunk  from  the  inquiry.  Places  have 
been  created  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  procuring  majo- 
rities in  parliament,  and  thofe  attacks  upon  the  conftitu- 
tion have  been  accompanied  by  a dodrine  which  pleaded 
for  the  neceffity  of  corrupting  the  legiflature,  in  a memor- 
able declaration,  equally  public  and  audacious.’* 

**  Your  minifters  have  endeavoured  to  fupport  their 
fyftem  of  corruption  by  terror  and  violence,  and  accord- 
ingly have  applied  to  parliament  for  the  enaiffion  of  cer- 
tain ftatutes,  namely,  the  gunpowder  bill,  convention  bill, 
inftirrcdion  bill,  and  a bill  for  the  fuipenfion  of  the  habeas 

corpus 
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forpus  a£l,  whereby  your  fubye6ls  have ' been  deprived 
of  their  perfonal  liberty,  their  deareft  rights,  and  of  all 
thofe  ineflimable  privileges,  for  the  defence  of  which 
your  Majefty’s  family  was  chofen  to  the  fovereignty  of  thefe 
kingdoms;” 

That  in  addition  to  all  this  your  miniflers  have  of  late 
idued  an  order  for  putting  the  North  under  military  go- 
vernment, and  military  execution  ; an  order  which  a- 
mounts  to  an  exercife  of  a difpenfing  power,  lawlefs,  un- 
precedented, and  outrageous.  . That  here  we  beg  leave  to 
fubmit  to  your  Majefty  how  dangerous  fuch  a meafure,  if 
perfided  in,  may  be  to  the  connedlion  of  the  two  countries, 
and  how  rafli  thefe  miniflersmuft  be  whoperievere  in  a war 
with  France,  and  at  the  fame  time  Commence  hoftilities 
againft  the  North  of  Ireland.’’ 

That  the  conduct:  of  your  minifters  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  has  been  equally  impolitic  and  illiberal; 
and  notwithftanding  your  gracious  recommendation  from 
the  throne  in  favour  of  your  Catholic  fubjeCIs,  they  caufed 
feveral  innocent  members  of  the  Catholic  communion  to 
be  tried  for  their  lives,  and  endeavoured  to  exclude  Ca- 
tholics from  thofe  offices  and  franchifes  to  which  by  law 
they  were  admiffible,  exercifed  againft  their  characters 
the  moft  unqualified  abufe,  and  your  Englifh  minifters 
having  authorifed  Earl  Fitzwilliam  to  hold  out  hopes  of 
full  emancipation,  they  recalled  him  for  fupporting  the 
fame,  and  when  your  people  petitioned  your  Majefty  in 
expreffions  of  concern  and  difappointment,  they  received 
no  anfwer,  fave  only  troops  poured  into  this  country  by 
thofe  minifters.” 

**  Your  minifters  have  loaded  your  people  with  taxes 
beyond  example,  and  given  a fatal  blow  to  public  credit 
by  their  mcafures  foreign  and  domeftic.  Our  commerce 

has 
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has  declined,  our  manufacturers  are  feverely  depreffed,  and 
our  manufactures  ftarving  by  thoufands.  When  the  coun- 
try was  threatened  with  invafion  they  negleCted  its  defence, 
and  when  they  attempted  to  negotiate  peace,  they  pro'ved 
themfelves  inhneere  and  incapable.’* 

We  therefore  moft  humbly  implore  your  Majefty  to 
difmifs  them  for  ever  from  your  prefenee  and  councils,  and 
that  you  will  reftorc  the  blellings  of  peace,  and  give  to  al 
your  people  the  full  enjoyment  of  a free  conftitution.” 

On  the  17  th  May,  lypjj  the  following  proclamation, 
was  idiied. 

the  Lord  Lleutenafit  and  council  of  Ireland <, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

“ CAMDEN, 

Whereas  there  exifts  within  this  kingdom  a fedi- 
tious  and  traitorous  confpiracy,  by  a member  of  perfons 
flyling  themfelves  United  Iriflimen,  for  the  fubverfion 
of  the  authority  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  parliament  and 
the  deftruClioh  of  the  eftablifticd  conftitution  and  govern- 
ment : and  whereas  for  the  execution  of  fuch  their  wicked 
defign  they  have  planned  means  of  open  violence  and 
formed  fecret  arrangements  for  railing,  arming,  and  pay- 
ing a difeiplined  force,  and,  in  furtherance  of  their  pur- 
pofes,  have  frequently  aftembled  in  great  and  unufual  num- 
bers, under  the  colourable  pretence  of  planting  or  digging 
potkoes,  attending  funerals,  and  the  like,  and  have  fre- 
quently aiPembled  in  large  armed  bodies  and  plundered  of 
arms  the  houfes  of  many  of  bis  Majefty ’$  loyal  fubjeCts 
ill  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  cut  down  and 
carried  away  great  numbers  of  trees,  wherewith  to  make 
handles  fov  pikes,  and  other  offenlive  weapons  to  arm 
their  traitorous  alTociates,  and  have  audacioufly  attempted 
to  difarm  the  diftricl  or  yeomanry  corps,  enrolled  under 

his 
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his  Majefty’s  commiffion  for  the  defence  of  the  realnii 
and  even  fired  upon  feveral  bodies  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 
when  attempting  to  quell  their  infurreftion  ; and  it  is  there- 
fore now  become  neccflary  to  ufe  the  utmoft  powers  with 
which  government  is  by  law  entrufted  for  the  fupprefiion 
of  fuch  traitorous  attempts.  And  whereas  the  exertions 
of  the  civil  power  have  proved  ineffectual  for  the  fup- 
prefllon  of  the  aforelaid  traitorous  and  wicked  confpiracy, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his 
Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts,” 

Now  we  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  privy  council,  having  determined  as  farsas  in  us 
lies,  to  fiipprefs  fuch  daring  attempts^  and  at  the  fame 
time  defirous  to  prevent  the  well-difpofed,  or  minded^ 
from  falling  into  the  dangers  to  which  ignorance  or  incau- 
tion may  expofe  them,  do  by  this  our  proclamation,  fore- 
warn all  fuch  to  abftain  from  entering  into  the  faid  trai- 
torous focieties  of  United  Iriftiroen,  or  any  of  them,  and 
from  reforting  to  their  meetings,  or  aCtIng  under  their  di- 
rections, or  influence,  or  taking  or  adhering  to  any  of  their 
declarations  or  engagements,  and  from  fuffering  them  td 
affemble  in  their  houfes,  or  in  any  manner  harbouring 
them.  And  we  do  ftriCtly  charge  and  command,  on  their 
allegiance,  all  perfons  having  knowledge,  or  information 
of  the  meetings  of  faid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to  give 
immediate  information  thereof  to  feme  of  his  Majefty’s 
juft  ices  of  the  peace,  or  to  fome  officers  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  fuch  meet- 
ing Is  intended.  And  we  do  forewarn  all  perfons  from 
tumultuous  or  unlawful  affemblies,  or  from  meeting  in 
any  unufual  numbers,  under  the  plaufible  or  colourable 
pretence  aforefaid,  or  any  other  whatfoever.” 

And  we  caution  his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  loving  fubjeCls, 
whenever  fuch  affemblies  fhall  happen,  or  that  they  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  notice  from  any  magiftrates^  or  from  the  officers 
commanding  any  body  of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  to  keep 
quietly  within  their  dwellings,  to  the  end  that  the  well- 
difpofed  may  avoid  the  mifchiefs  which  the  guilty  may 
bring  upon  themfelves.”  4 

And  as  it  is  become  necefiary,  from  the  circumftances 
before  mentioned,  to  employ  the  military  force,  with  which 
we  are  by  law  entrufted,  for  the  immediate  fuppreffion 
of  fuch  rebellious  and  traitorous  attempts  now  making 
againft  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  fafety 
of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majefty^s  loyal  fubjedls. 
We  have  therefore  iffiied  the  moft  direct  and  effectual 
orders  to  all  officers  commanding  his  Majefty’s  troops, 
by  the  exertion  of  their  utmoft  force,  to  fupprefs,  the  fame, 
and  to  oppofe  with  their  full  power  all  fuch  as  fhall  refill 
them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty/’ 

And  we  do  hereby  (Iridlly  charge  and  command  all  our 
officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s 
loving  fubje£ls,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  difcover 
all  pikes,  pike-heads,  concealed  guns  and  fwords,  ofFenfive 
weapons,  or  ammunition  of  any  kind  whatfoever.” 

<<  And  we  do  hereby  charge  and  command  all  perfons 
having  in  their  cuftody  pikes,  pike-heads,  or  concealed 
guns,  fwords,  offenfive  weapons,  or  ammunition,  of  any 
kind  whatever,  to  deliver  up  the  fame  to  fome  magiftrates, 
or  officer  of  his  Majefty’s  troops,  as  they  fhall  anlwer  to 
the  country  at  their  peril.  And  we  do  hereby  ftriiftly 
charge  and  command  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and 
all  other  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjedls,  to  be  aiding  and 
affifting  in  fuppreffing  all  traitorous,  tumultuous  and 
unlawful  aflemblies,  and  in  bringing  to  punifhment  all 
perfons  difturbing  or  attempting  to  difturb  the  public 
peace.” 


And 
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And  whereas  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  many  of 
. his  Majefty’s  fubje£ls  who  have  joined  the  laid  traitor- 
ous fociety,  have  done  fo  without  being  apprized  of  the 
extent  of  their  crimes,  and  others  from  intimidation,  and 
that  luch  may  be  willing  to  return  to  their  allegiance. 
Now  we  being  delirous  to  extend  his  Majefty's  pardon 
I to  all  fiicli"  as  are  fenfible  of  their  errors,  and  willing  to 
return  to  their  allegiance,  do  hereby  promife  his  Majef- 
ty*s  gracious  pardon,  to  all  luch  perlons,  fo  feduced  of 
I intimidated,  as  have  taken  an  engagement  to  the  faid  fo- 

ti  cietieS,  or  any  of  them,  who  fhall,  on  or  before  the 

twenty  fourth  day  of  June  next,  furrendcr  themfelves  to 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace,  being  of  the 
I quorum  of  the  counties  in  which  they  lliall  refpeclively 

Irelide,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  enter  into 
fufficient  recognizance  with  two  lulEcient  fureties,  if  fu- 
reties  lhall  be  required  by  the  magiftrate  before  whom 
fuch  recognizance  lhall  be  acknowledged,  (which  recog- 
nizance every  fuch  magiftrate  is  hereby  required  to  re- 
turn to  the  next  general  feflion  of  the  peace,  or  affizes 
V.  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  luch  recog- 
/ nizance  lhall  be  taken  refpeftively)  to  be  of  the  peace 
and  good  behaviour  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  fave  and 
S except  all  fuch  as  have  been  guilty  of  murder,  confpiracy 
^ of  murder,  burglary,  burning  of  houfes,  corn  or  hay 
Hacks  of  ftraw  or  turf,  malicioully  digging  up,  or  injur- 
ing, or  deftroying  any  potatoes,  flax  or  hemp,  rape  or  corn 
of  any  kind,  planted  or.  fowed,  or  deftroying  meadows  or 
hay,  maiming  or  houghing  of  cattle,  adrainiftering  or 
. cauling  to  be  adminiftered  any  unlawful  oath  or  engage- 
ment to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  of  any  defeription, 
i or  inciting  or  encouraging  any  perfon  to  commit  any  of 
the  aforefaid  offences  refpedtively,  and  fave  and  except 
I all  perfons  now  in  cuftody.” 

’ Council-chamber,  Dublin,  17th  May,  I797» 

I W.  Armagh.  Clare  C,  Char.  Caftiel* 
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The  parliament  was  prorogued  in  June  1797  to  the  loth 
day  of  Auguft  following,  and  afterwards  diflblved  by  pro* 
clamation  as  follows. 

teY  THE  LORD  LIEUTENANT  and  COUNCIL  OF  IRELANDi 

A PROCLAMATION, 

«‘CAMDEN.' 

Whereas  the  parliameiit  of  this  kingdom,  which  ftood 
prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft,  one 
thouland  feven  hundred  and  ninety  feven,  hath  this  day 
been  diflblved,’* 

And  whereas  his  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
his  lieutenant  general  and  privy  council  of  this  kingdom, 
for  certain  arduous  and  urgent  affairs,  touching  his  Ma- 
jefty and  the  ftate  and  defence  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
hath  ordained  that  a parliament  be  holden  at  the  city  of 
I)ublin,  on  Monday  the  twenty-third  day  of  Auguft,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  by  his  faid  Lieu- 
tenant General,  or.  in  his  abfence  by  his  juftices  general 
and  general  governors  of  his  faid  kingdom,  his  deputies  in 
that  behalf,  and  there  to  treat  and  have  conference  with 
the  prelates,  peers,  and  great  men  of  this  realm,  concern- 
ing the  fame,” 

And  whereas,  in  purfuance  of  an  acft  paffed  in  this 
kingdom,  entitled,  Art  a£I  to  regulate  the  .manner  of 
pafhng  bills,  and  to  prevent  delays  in  fummoning  parlia- 
ments,** his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  his  royal 
licence,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  for  calling 
and  holding  the  faid  parliament,** 

**  Thefc  are  therefore  to  publifli  and  make  known, 
by  this  oiir  proclamation,  his  Majefty*s  royal  pleafure 
in  that  behalf,  and  the  laid  parliament  is  accordingly  to 

be 
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be  holden  at  Dublin,  on  Monday  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
Auguft  next ; and  that  writs  will  be  iflued  for  fummoning 
the  faid  parliament,  bearing  teft  bn  this  day,  the  eleventh 
of  July  17975  whereof  all  perfons  concerned  are,  to  take 
notice,** 

Given  at  the  Council-chamber  in  Dublin, 

the  nth  day  of  July,  1797* 

W.  Armagh.  Q,  Clare.  Droj^heda,  ^c. 
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Commencement  of  the  parliament  in  179S. — ILifl  of  the  menhers^ 
returned. — (being  the  laji  Irijh  parliament. ) — Addrefs  of 
the  city  of  Londonderry  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. — His  ese. 
cellency^s  anfwer.—'Licentioufnefs  of  the  niilitary. — General 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  in  confequence  thereof. 
Parliamentary  difciijfton  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  national 
difurhances. — Speech  and  motion  of  Sir  Laurence  Pq^rfons 
lative  thereto. — Motion  rejeEied. 


A New  general  ele£lion  having  taken  place  in  coni^- 
quencc  of  the  diflTolution  of  parliament — wc  infert  the 
following  lift  of  the  members  returned,  as  they  conftituted 
the  laft  parliament  holden  under  the  antieht  conftitntion  qf 


Ireland  ; bearing  date  the  i 

Co.  of  Antrim. 

John  Staples,  Efq ; 

Ed.  Alex.  M‘Naghten,  Eft^ 
Bo.  of  Antrim. 

The  hon.  H.  Skefiington. 
The  hon.  John  Skeffington. 
Bo.  of  Belfaft. 

The  hoHo  Spencer  Chicheftcr, 


ith  day  of  July,  1 7^7. 

commonly  called  Ed.  Spen^ 
ccr  Chithefter. 

Bo.  of  Lisburn. 

George  Hatton,  Efq; 

Stewart  Bruce,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Randal/lotun- 
The  right  hon.  Ifaac  Cprry. 
George  Jackfon,  Efq; 

Co.  of 


dToWctanea  Politic^. 


Co.  of  ' Armagh. 

The  hpn-  Arch.  Achefon. 

The  hon.  F.  W.  Caulfield, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif. 
Caulfield 

Bo.  of  Armagh. 

The  right  hon.  Tho.  Pelham. 

P.  Duigenai^,  Efq;  L.  L.  D. 

~ Bo.  of  Charlemont . 

The  hon.  Fr.  Wm,.  Caulfield, 
commonly  called  Ld.  Vif, 
Caulfield 

Rich.  Mounte.  Jephfon,  Efqj 

Co.  and  town  of  Carrtchfefgui. 

The  hon.  Spender  Chichefter 
€o,mmonly  called  Ld.  Spen,- 
cer  Chichefter. 

Ezekiel  Davys  Wilfoin, 

Co.  of  Carlow. 

William  Burton,  Efq; 

Sir  Richard  Butler,  Bart. 

Bo.  of  Carlow. 

Henry  Sadler  Prittie,  Efq. 

William  Elliot,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Old  Leighlin. 

Edward  Cooke,  Efq; 

Sir  Boyle  Roche,  Bart. 

Co.  of  Cavan. 

The  hon.  John  Ja.  Maxwell, 
commonly  called  Ld,  Vlf. 
Maxwell. 

Francis  Saunderfon,  Efq; 

Bo,  of  Belturbet. 

Charles  King,  Efq; 

Thomas  Townfend,  Efq; 


Bp.  oj  Cavan, 

Thomas  Nesbitt,  Efq; 

The  hon.  N.  Clements,  com« 
monly  called  Lord  Vif. 
Clements. 

Co.  of  Clare^ 

The  hon.  F.  N Burton. 
Hugh  Dftlon  Mafiey,  Efq; 

Bo.,  of  Ennis. 

Sir  Edward  O’Brien,  Bart. 
Nathaniel  Sncyd,  Efq; 

Qo.  of  Cork. 

The  hon.  H.  Boyle,  common- 
ly called  Lord  Vif.  Boyle.,-' 
The  hon.  p.obert  King,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Yif 
Kingsbqrough. 

Bo.  of  Baltimore, 

Sir  John  Frekc,  Bart. 

George  Evans,  Efq; 

Town  of  Bandon- Bridge, 
Broderick  Chinnery,  Efq; 
The  hon.  R.  W.  O’Callaghan. 

Bo.  of  Qaflemartyr. 

Sir  J.  Laurence  Cotter,  Bart. 
John  Townfend,  Efq. 

Town  of  Qharleville, 

The  hon.  Charles  Boyle. 
Rogerfon  Cotter,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Qloghmkelty. 

John  Hobfon,  Efq; 

^Thomas  Prendergaft,  Efq; 
(City  of  Cork, 

Major  general  the  hon.  John 
Hely  Hutchinibn* 

O % Manor 
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Manor  oj  Doneraile, 
Peter  Holmes,  Efq; 

John  Townfend,  Efq; 

Town  of  Kinfale* 
WilHam  Rowley,  Efq; 

S.  Campbell  Rowley,  Efq; 

Town  of  Mallow. 
Denham  Jephfon,  Efqj 
John  Long  field,  Efq; 

Town  of  Middleton, 

Ben.  Blake  Woodward,  Efq; 
Richard  Hardinge,  Efq; 

Bo,  of  Rathcormuck, 

The  hon.  Henry  Boyle,  com- 
monly called  Lord  ViH 
Boyle. 

Charles  M‘Donnell,  Efq; 

Town  of  TonghalL 
Robert  Uniacke,  Efqj 
John  Keane,  Efq; 

Qounfy  of  Donegal 
, Alex.  Montgomery,  Efq; 

H.  Vaughan  Brooke,  Elq; 

Bo.  of  Ballyfhannon. 

The  hon.  S.  Lowry  Corry, 
David  Babington,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Donegall, 
Colonel  Hugh  O'Donnel. 
William  Smyth,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Killybeggs, 

The  hon.  Fr.  Nat.  Burton.  ‘ 
Richard  Archdall,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Lifford, 

The  hon.  Abra.  Creighton. 
The  hon.  John  Creighton, 


Bo.  of  St»  Johnfown. 

The  right  hon.  W.  Forward. 
The  hon.  Hugh  Howard. 

C(?  of  Down. 

The  hon.  R.  Stewart,  corn- 
monly  called  Lord  ViC 
Caftlereagh. 

Francis  Savage,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Bangor, 

The  hon.  Robert  Ward. 

John  Stewart,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Downpatrick. 
Clotworthy  Rowley,  Efq; 
Jofias  Rowley,  Efq; 

Bp  of  Hillsborough. 
William  Montgomery,  Efq; 
Robert  Johnftonc,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Killy leagh. 

Sir  John  Blackwood,  Eart. 
James  Ste,  Blackwood,  Efq; 
Bo.  of  Newry. 

The  right  hon.  Ifaac  Corry. 
The  right  hon.  Robert  Rofs, 
* Bo  of  Newtowna^ds. 

The  right  hon.  Sir  J.  Bla- 
quiere,  K.  B. 

Robert  Alexander,  Efq; 

Drogheda  Co.  and  Town, 
John  Ball,  Efq; 

Edward  Hardman,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Dublin, 

Hans  Hamilton,  Efq; 
Frederick  J.  Falkiner,  Efq; 

City 
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City  of  buhlin. 

'I  The  right  hon.  Ar,  AVolfe. 

' , John  C.  Beresford,  Efq; 
f Univerfity  of  Dublin, 

] A.  Browne,  Efq;  L.  L.  D. 

; Hon.  George  Knox. 

i|  Bo.  of  Newcajlle. 

The  right  hon.  D.  Latouche. 
II  John  Latouche,  jun.  fifqj 
jl  Bo.  of  Swords, 

i Francis  Synge,  Efq; 

V Charles  Cobbe,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Fermanagh,, 
f Colo,  Mervyn  Archdall. 

C The  hon.  John  Cole,  com- 
i monly  called  Ld.  Vif.  Cole. 

Bo.  of  Enniskillen. 

The  hon.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Galbraith  Lowry  Cole. 
The  hon.  A.  Cole  Hamilton. 
Co.  of  Galway, 

: Jofeph  Henry  Blake,  Efq; 

^ Richard  Trench,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Athenry. 
Theophilus  Blakeney,  Efq; 

; Colonel  Wm.  Blakeney. 
Town  of  Galway, 

St.  George  Daly,  Efq; 

George  Ponfonby,  Elq; 

Bo.  of  Tuam. 

I John  Bingham,  Efq; 

I The  hon.  Walter  Yelverton, 

' Co  of  Kerry, 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Efq; 
James  Crosbie,  Efq; 


ao5 

Bo.  of  Ardfe)  L 
The  right  hon.  A.  Wolfc, 
Robert  Day,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Dingle- Icouch, 

The  right  hon.  L.  Morres. 
Sir  James  Lau.  Cotter,  Bart. 

Bo.  of  Tralee, 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Efq; 
James  Crosbic,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Kildare, 
Maurice  Keating,  Efq; 

John  Latouche,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Athy, 

William  Hare,  Efq; 

Richard  Hare,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Harrijlown. 

John  Latouche,  jun.  Efq;  ’ 
Robert  Latouche,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Kildare. 

The  right  hon.  J.  Fitzgerald. 
Colonel  Bridges  [Hcnniker. 
Bo.  of  l^aai . 

The  right  hon.  T.  Pelham. 
The  hon.  F.  Hutchinfon. 

Co.  of  Kilkenny, 

The  right  hon.  W.  B.  Pon® 
fonby. 

The  hon.  James  Butler. 

Bo.  ofCallan. 

' Charles  Kendal  Bufhe^  Efq; 
Patrick  Welch,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  St.  Canice, 

The  right  hon.  John  Monck 
Mafon. 

William  Elliot,  Efq; 

Bo, 
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Bo.  of  Gowran^ 
George  Banbury,  Efq; 
George  Burdett,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  LnijVioge, 

Wm.  Tighe,  Efq*, 

Henry  Tighe,  Efq; 

C//y  of  Kilkenny. 

James  Wemyfs.  Efq; 
Thomas  Kavanagh,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  KnoBopher. 

The  right  hon.  Sir  Hercules 
Langriftie,  Bart, 

Sir  George  Sheei  Bart. 

Be.  of  Thomafo’iun. 
George  Dunbar,  Efq; 

James  Kearney,  Efq; 

King’s  county 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart. 
Denis  Bowes  Daly,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Banagher. 

John  Bra.  Ponfonby,  Efq; 
John  Metge,  Efq; 

Bo,  of  Phi lipjlovin. 
Francis  Knox.  Efq, 

Robert  Crowe,  Efq; 

Qo.  of  Leitrim. 

The  hon.  Nath.  Clements, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
Clements. 

The  right  hon.  The.  Jones. 

Bo.  of  Carrick. 

The  hon.  Nath.  Clements, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
Clements. 

Natheniei  Sneyd,  Efq; 


Bo.  of  f oh njlouyi. 
Gilbert  King,  Efq; 

John  King,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Limerick, 

John  Waller,  Efq; 

Lieu  Colonel  Wm.  Odell, 
Bo.  of  AJkeyton. 

Sir  Jofeph  Hoare,  Bart. 

John  Stewart,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Kilinal lock. 

John  Waller,  Efq; 

Silver  Oliver,  jun.  Efq; 

City  of  Limericks 
Lieu,  Colonel  C.  Vereker, 
Elcnry  Deane  Grady,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Londonderry. 

The  right  hon.  H.  De  la  Poer 
Beresford,  Earl  of  Tyrone, 
The  right  hon.  T.  Conolly. 

Bo.  of  Qoleraine. 

The  right  hon.  H-  De  la  Poer 
Beresford,  Earl  of  Tyrone. 
The  right  hon.  J.  Beresford. 

City  of  Londonderry, 

Sir  George  Fitz.  Hill,  Bart, 
Henry  Alexander,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Newtownlimavady, 
The  hon.  R,  Stewart,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Vif. 
Caftlereagh. 

Richard  Trench,  Efq; 

Co.  of  Longford. 

Sir  Thomas  Fetherfton,  Bart. 
Sir  W.  GlcadoweNewc  omen, 
Bart. 
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£o.  ofGramrd, 

George  Fulk  Lyttlcton,  Efq; 
Whi.  Fulk  Greville,  Efq; 

Bo*  of  Laneshorough. 
Edmond  Stanley,  Elqj 
John  Latouche,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Longford, 

The  hon.  T.  Packenham. 
Henry  Stewart,  Efq; 

Bo  of  St  Jolmfown^ 

Sir  Willito  Gleadowe  Newco 
men,  Bart. 

Francis  Hardy,  Efq; 

Co  of  Louth f 

The  right  hon.  John  Fofter, 
W.  C.  Fortefeue,  Eiqj 
Bo  of  Atherdee^ 

Charles  Ruxton,  Efqj 
William  Ruxton,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Carlingfordf 
The  right  hon  Robert  Rofs, 
Robert  Johnfon,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Dundalkf 
The  hon  George  Jocelyn, 
The  hon  John  Jocelyn, 

Bo  of  Dunleer^ 

The  hon  T.  H.  Fofter, 

Henry  Coddington,  Efq; 

Co  of  Mayo^ 

The  Right  hon  D Browne, 
George  Jackfon,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Qajihbar^ 

The  right  hon  D Browne, 
Thomas  Lindfay,  jun  Efq*, 


Co  of  Meath f 

The  hop  Clotworthy  Rowley^ 
Hamilton  George,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Athhoy^ 

Thomas  Bligh,  Efq; 

Hugh  Howard, 

Bo  of  Dunleer^ 

C Montague  Ormsby,  Efq; 
Robert  Rutledge,  Efq; 

Bo  $f  Kells. 

. The  hon  Col.  Rof^ert  Taylor^ 
Stephen  Moore,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Navan^ 

Jofeph  Prefton,  Efq; 

John  Prefton,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Raioathf 
Gorges  Lowther,  Efq; 

James  Moore,  Efq; 

Bo  ofTrtm^ 

Sir  Chi.  Fortefeue,  Knt. 

W.  Arthur  Crosbie,  Efq; 

Qo  of  Monaghan 
Charles  Powell  Lellie,  E(q; 
Richard  Dawfon,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Monaghan^ 

W.  Charles  Fortefeue,  Efq; 
Henry  Weftenra,  Efq; 

^een’s  county y 

The  right  hon  Sir  John  Parn» 
ell,  Bart. 

Charles  Henry  Coote,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Ballynakilly 
The  hon  Montague  Mathew, 
Captain  John  Longfield, 
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Eo.  of  Maryborough* 
^General  Eyre  Coote, 

Henry  Parnell,  Efq; 

Bff*  of  Poriarlington, 

The  right  hon,  Sir  J.  Parnell, 
Bart. 

John  Stewart,  Efq;  ' 

Co*  of  Rofesm^^on* 

The  hon.  George  King,  Efq; 
Afthur  French,  jun.  Efqj 

Ru  of  Boyle. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  King, 
The  hon.  Robert  King,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Kings- 
borough. 

Bo.  of  Rofeommott. 
Henry  Moore  Sandford,  Efq; 
Silver  Oliver,  Efq; 

Be,  ofTulJh, 

Henry  Irvine,  Efq; 

Anthony  Botel,  Efq; 

^ Qe.  of  Sligo. 

Jofliua  Edward  Cooper,  Efq; 
V Charles  O’Hara,  Efq; 

Bo.  of  Sligo. 

The  hon.  John  Cole,  com- 
monly called  Ld.  Vif.  Cole 
Robert  Wynne,  Efq;  ^ 

Co  of  Tipperary. 

The  hon.  Francis  Mathew, 
John  Bagwell,  Efq; 

City  ofCaJbeh 
Richard  Penefather,  Efq; 

The  hon  John  Lyfaght, 


Bo  ofClontHell^ 
Stephen  Moore,  Efq; 
Thomas  Newenham,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Feihard^ 

John  Taylor,  Efq; 

Major  William  Ponfonby, 

C®  ofTyront^ 

James  Stewart,  Efq; 

The  hon  Somerfet  Lowry 
Corry, 

Bo  of  Augher, 
William  Bailey,  Efq;  * 

John  Stewart,  Efq; 

Co  ofClogher^ 

Sir  John  Tydd,  Bart. 
Thomas  Burgh,  Efq; 

Be  of  Dungannon^ 

The  hon  Charles  Knox, 
James  Verncr,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Sirahane^ 

N Montgomery  Moore,  Efq; 
John  Stewart  Efq; 

Co  of  Water fordy 
The  Right  hon  John  Beres- 
ford, 

Richard  Power,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Dungar van y 
Marcus  Beresford.  Efq; 

J Brabazon  Ponfonby,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Lisrmrey 
Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  Bart. 
George  Ponfonby,  jun  Efq; 
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io  of  i'allagh^ 

John  Metge,  Efq; 

John  Egan,  Efq; 

C/V))  of  Waterford, 

W.  Congreve  Alcock,  Efq; 
R,  Shapland  Carets,  Efqj 
Co  of  JVeJlmeath, 

The  hon  Robert  Rochfort^ 
William  Smyth,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Athl oney 

Sir  R.  Bligh  St.  George,  Bart. 
William  Handcock,  Efq; 

Bo  f Forcy 

The  right  hon  Robert  Rofs, 
The  hon  Richard  Anncfley, 
Bo  of  Kiiheggariy 
Sir  Francis  Hopkins,  Bart. 
Guftavus  Lambert,  Efq; 

Manor  of  Mullingar^ 
Francis  Hardy,  Efq; 

Colonel  John  Doyle, 

Co,  of  TVexfordy 
The  hon  John  Loft  us  Loftus, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif. 
Loftus, 

Abel  Ram,  Efq; 

Bo  of  BannoWy 
Major-General  W.  Loftus, 
Ephraim  Carroll,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Clonminesy 
Ponfonby  Tottenham,  Efq; 
Luke  Fox,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Ennlfcorihyy 


Robert  Cornwall,  Efq; 

W.  Congreve  Alcock,  Efq; 

, Bo  of  Fethardy 

Henry  Alcock,  Efq; 
Major-general  C.  Euflace; 

Bo  of  Gorevy 
John  Toler,  Efq; 

W.  Dom.  Stan.  Monck,  Efq; 

Toiun  of  FJgw  Rofsy 
Charles  Tottenham,  Efq; 
Robert  Leighj  Efq; 

Bo  of  FaughmoHy 
William  Knott,  Efq; 

James  Knox,  Efq; 

Town  of  Wexfordy 
Richard  Neville,  Efq; 

James  Boyd,  Efq; 

Co  of  Wicklow, 
Nicholas  Weftby,  Efq; 
William  Hume,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Baltinglafsy 
The  hon  John  Stratford, 
The  hon  Benjamin  O’Nei! 
Stratford, 

Bo  of  Bleffington, 

The  hon  Richard  Annefley, 
John  Reilly,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Carfs  forty 
Charles  -Osborne,  Efq; 
Henry  Osborne,  Efq; 

Bo  of  Wickhviy 
Daniel  Gahan,  Efq;  - 
William  Tighe,  Efq; 


The 
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The  Cpirit  and  loyalty  of  the  northern  part  of  this  king- 
dom  evinced  Itfelf  in  the  following  addrefs  from  the  city 
of  Londonderry  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  year  1797^ 

To  his  Excellency  JOHN  JEFFkiES,  EARL  CAMDEN, 
Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland  i 

**  May  ii  pleafe  your  'Excellency y 
**  We,  the  tnayor,  community,  and  citizens,  of  the  city 
of  Londonderry,  in  common  council  alTembled,  this  7th 
day  of  December,  5797,  feel  ourfelves  peculiarly  called 
upon  at  this  jun£lure,  to  exprefs  our  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
vigilance  and  vigour  which  have  diftinguifhed,  and  given 
cfiicacy  to  your  Excellency’s  government.” 

‘‘  When  thofe  execrablebanditti,  who  call  themfelves 
United  Irilhmen,  had  not  only  the  bafenefs  to  coalefcc 
with  our  foreign  foes,  in  meditating  the  overthrow  of  that 
conftitution  which  had  given  freedom  and  profperity 
to  our  country,  but  had  alfo  the  audacity  to  denounce 
horrid  vengeance  againft  all  who  fliould  oppofe  them  5 
when  they  even  proceeded  to  realize  thofe  menaces  by 
every  fpecies  of  barbarous  outrage  ; when  the  arms  of  fuch 
as  were  deemed  loyal  were  extorted  from  them  by  mid- 
night violence ; when  committees  of  afTafSnation  were 
formed,  and  their  fuggeRions  deplorably  executed  ; when 
‘terror  impofed  filence  upon  witnelTes,  and  made  even  the 
honeft  juror  Ihrink  from  his  duty,  it  was  obvious  in  fuch 
circumftances,  that  the  ordinary  exercife  of  law  could  not 
but  prove  ineffectual,  and  the  credit  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  the  fecurity  of  property  and  life,  the  exiftence 
of  the  community,  as  well  as  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  indifpenfably 
called  for  an  exertion  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
authority,  more  adequate  to  the  melancholy  exigence.” 

« We 
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Wc  arc  afliired  your  excellency,  trained  as  you  have 
been  from  yoiif  earlieft  infancy  in  the  warmed  attachment 
to  our  invaluable  conftitution,  deplored  the  painful  ne- 
cedity  of  departing,  even  for  a time,  from  its  mild  and 
liberal  principles,  by  adding  to  the  penal  code,  laws  which 
give  fummary  powers ; the  powers  that  have  been  thus 
cntrufted  have  been  cautioufly  reforted  to  ; they  have  been 
executed  with  wifdom  and  mercy,  nor  have  they,  we 
are  confident,  been  extended  to  any  diftridt  where  the 
circumftances  of  the  country  did  not  loudly  demand  their 
exercife  ; while,  therefore,  none  but  difappointed  traitors 
complain,  you  polTefs  the  approbation  of  every  unprejudiced 
Irifhman.’* 

**  We  in  particular,  from  our  fituation,  as  the  refident 
magiftracy  of  this  northern  city,  have  had  the  fulleft 
opportunity  of  knowing  both  the  neceffity,  the  execution, 
and  the  confequences  of  thofe  extraordinary  meafures,  and 
we  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelvcs  in  fpirit,  honour,  and 
truth,  if  we  did  not  bear  teftimony  to  the  fadfs  which 
we  have  witnelTed.  We  are  at  this  time  peculiarly  called 
on  to  do  fo,  in  confequence  of  a grofs  miftatement  made 
by  a noble  perfonage  in  another  kingdom,  from  whom,  - 
confidering  his  rank  and  chara^fer,  better  information, 
and  lefs  of  party  prejudice,  might  fairly  have  been  expe^- 
cd ; we  willingly  attribute  to  total  ignorance  of  exifiing 
circumftances,  what  it  would  be  painful  to  impute  to  any 
dilhonourable  view ; but  to  the  ftatements  made  by  him 
relative  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  government  of  this 
kingdom,  and  Specially  to  that  audacious  aflertion,  “That 
the  proceedings  in  queftion  were  not  merely  particular  a£ls 
of  cruelty,  but  that  thofe  a<fts  of  cruelty  formed  a part  of 
the  fyftem  afted  upon,’*  we  give  the  moft  dire^  and  un- 
equivocal contradiaiotf;  nay  we  are  bold  to  aflSrm,  and 
we  defy  the  ingenuity  of  malice  to  difprove,  that  the 

general 
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general  condu£l  both  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  military 
commanders  has  been  cautious  and  diferimihative  ; that 
fummary  meafudes  have  been  rarely  and  reiu6lantly  put  in 
practice ; that  the  ftricted  attention  has  been  exerted,  nbt 
to  cbnfoiind  the  feduced  with  the  fediiccr,  or  the  ignorant 
with  the  obdurate ; and  that  fince  the  civil  power  has 
received  thefe  additional  aids,  this  country  has  manifefted 
the  happieft  alteration#  both  in  point  of  tranquillity  and 
manufacturing  indiiftry,  in  lo  much,  that  the  date  of  our 
commerce  is  at  this  moment  remarkably  vigorous  and 
fiourilhing.  We  pleafe  ourfelves  with  the  hope  that  the 
beneficial  change  which  we  have  already  experienced,  wilh 
through  your  Excellency’s  firm  and  judicious  adminiftra- 
tion,  be  rendered  univerfal  and  permanent  5 and  fhould 
our  external  enemies  carry  their  vaunting  menace  of  inva- 
fion  into  execution,  we  arc  equally  aflured,  that  notwith- 
llanding  the  difafFeClIon  of  a worthlefs  few,  the  general 
loyalty  and  courage  of  this  country,  will  fpeedily  convince 
them  of  the  frantic  raflinefs  of  fo  defperate  an  attempt.” 

« In  token  of  our  confidence  in  your  Excellency,  and  of 
our  high  efleem  for  your  perfonal  and  hereditary  virtues, 
we  humbly  requeft  you  will  honour  us  by  accepting  the 
freedom  of  the  city  of  Londonderry,  which  we  have  di- 
reiled  to  be  prefented  to  you,  by  our  reprefentatives.” 

In  teftimony  whereof  we  hate  caufed  our  common  feal 
to  be  hereunto  afiixedj  and  our  chamberlain  to  fign 
the  fame; 

SAM.  MONTGOMRY,  Chamberlain. 

(SEAL,) 


To  which  addrefs  his  Excellency  returned  the  following 

anfwer. 

**  It  afibrds  me  great  fatisfa^fion  to  receive  the  addrefs 
of  the  refpcdtablc  corporation  of  the  city  of  Londonderry, 

and 
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and  it  is  more  peculiarly  fatisfaflory  at  this  time,  as  I truft 
I may  interpret  it  to  be  the  effect  of  a cool  and  Uifpaffi- 
onate  reflection  upon  thofe  meafures,  which  1 have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  purfue  during  a period  of  much 
internal  difturbance,  affifted  by  the  fecret  machinations 
and  avowed  menaces  of  the  enemy. 

**  As  I learn  front  the  latter  part  o,f  your  addrefs,  that» 
you  have  experienced  in  your  neighbourhood  fo  beneficial 
a change,  I will  not  advert  to  that  ftate  pf  the  "country 
which  IS  fo  emphatically  deferibed  in  the  former  part  of  it* 

• It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  receive  that  tribute  of  ap- 

; plaufe,  which  you  pay  to  the  magiftyacy  and  the  militia, 

\yho  have  fo  effentially  contributed  to  the  tranquillity  of 
your  immediate  neighbourhood,  which  I had  no  doubt 
they  would  merit  from  their  charafter,  their  firmnefs,  thei? 
(pirit,  and  their  humanity.” 

It  Is  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  preferve  that  confti- 
tution  under  which  this  ifland  has  improved,  and  continues 
to  profper,  notwithftanding  the  attempts  of  the  traitorous 
to  undermine  and  to  revile  it ; and  I fhall  ill  deferve  his 
Majefty’s  confidence,  or  that  of  his  fubje£ls,  if  I fuffer  any 
perfonal  confiderations  to  prevent  my  attempts  to  extin* 
guifh  that  treafon  which  threatens  the  peace,  the  profpe- 
I rity,  the  properties  and  lives  of  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fub- 
jefts,  aims  at  the  perverfion  of  all  order,  and  prefumes 
to  attempt  to  tear  the  crown  of  Ireland  from  the  brow  of 
my  foyereign,’* 

‘‘  Your  vote  to  me  of  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  London- 
derry, demands  my  additional  acknowledgements  ; I con- 
fider  it  as  the  moft  honourable  teftimony  of  your  good 
opinion  and  regard.” 

The  new  parliament  affembled  early  in  the  month  of 
i January  1798,— The  internal  difturbances  of  the  country 

became 
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became  confequently  a fubjefV  of  difcuffion,  and  the  caufc$ 
of  thefe  difturbances  certainly  called  aloud  for  the  moft 
ferious  invedigatioti. 

|t  has  been  already  ^oticpd  that  in  many  places,  the , 
military  were  let  loofe,  at  free  quarters  on  the  public  ; the 
confequence  of  which  was,  an  unwarrantable  abufe  of 
unconftitutional  power,  The  reader  may  form  fome  idea 
of  their  conduct  from  the  following  general  orders  ilTued 
from  the  adjutant  general's  office,  by  diredlion  of  the  then 
commander  in  chief,  and  now  mucl^  lamented,  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby. 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL’S  OFFICE, 

DisJjlitiy  l(ith  February^  tjgS, 

General  orders^ 

The  very  difgraceful  frequency  of  courts -martial, and 
the  many  complaints  of  irregularities  in  the  conduiSt  of  the 
troops  in  this  kingdom,  having  too  unfortunately  proved 
the  army  to  be  in  a Rate  of  licentioufnefs,  which  mu  ft 
render  it  formidable  to  every  one  but  the  enemy,  the 
commander  in  chief  thinks  it  necefikry  to  demand  from 
all  generals  commanding  diftrifls  and  brigades,  as  well  as 
commanding  officers  of  regiments,  that  they  exert  them- 
felves,  and  compel  from  all  officers  under  their  command, 
the  ftri£left  and^  moft  unremitting  attention  to  the  dif- 
cipllne,  good  order  and  condufl:  of  their  men,  fuch  as  may 
reftore  the  high  and  diftinguifhed  reputation,  the  Britifh 
troops  have  been  accuftomed  to  enjoy  in  every  part  of 
the  world*  It  becomes  neceffiiry  to  recur  and  moft  poin», 
tcdly  to  attend  to  the  ftanding  orders  of  the  kingdom, 
which  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  direfV  military  affiftance 
to  be  given,  at  the  requifition  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  pofi- 
tively  forbid  the  troops  to  aft  (but  in  cafe  of  attack)  with- 
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eut  his  prefente  and  authority ; and  the  mofl:  clear  an4 
precife  orders  are  to  be  given  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  party  for  the  purpofe.  The  utmoft  prudence  and 
precaution  are  alfo  to  be  ufpd  in  granting  parties  to  revenue 
officers,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  perfon  requiring  fuch 
affirtance,  and  thofe  employed  on  the  duty  ; whenever  a 
gpard  is  mounted,  patroles  muft  be  frequently  fent  out, 
to  take  up  every  foldier  who  may  be  found  o^t  of  his  quar- 
ters after  his  hours,** 

‘‘  A very  culpable  remiffiiefs  having  • alfo  appeared  on 
the  part  of  officers,  refpefling  the  neceiTary  infpe£lion  of 
barracks,  quarters,  meffies,  &c.  as  well  as  attendance  to 
roll  calls,  and  other  hours,  commanding  officers  'muft 
enforce  the  attention  of  thole  under  their  command  to 
thofe  points,  and  the  general  regulations,  for  all  which  the 
ftrifleft  refponlibiiity  will  be  expedled  for  thcmfclves.  ** 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  th^t  the  difeipline  of 
the  dragoon  regiments  lliould  be  minutely  attended  to,  for 
the  facilitating  of  which,  the  commander  in  chief  has 
difpenfed  with  the  attendance  of  orderly  dragoons  on  him- 
felf;  and  dehres  that  they  may  not  be  employed  by  any  ge- 
neral or  commanding  officer,  but  on  military  and  indifpen- 
fable  bufinefs.’* 

Lieutenant-general  Craig,  Eaftern  diftrift, 

BarrackS|  Dublin. 

On  the  9th  March,  Sir  Laurence  Parfons  brought  for- 
ward in  the  houfe  of  commons  a queftion  on  the  dif- 
tradled  and  alarming  lituation  of  the  kingdom.  He  pre- 
faced his  motion  with  obferving  “ that  it  was  an  awful  mo- 
ment Til  which  he  had  to  addrefs  that  houfe — a moment 
in  which  we  had  to  exert  every  nerve  agairift  a more  for- 
midable enemy  than  this  empire  had  ever  known  ; in  fuch 
a momeot  to  have  the  internal  peace  of  the  country  dif. 

trailed 
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trailed  by  political  agitation,  was  to  weaken  ourfelv  esand 
encourage  that  formidable  enemy.  The  diflraflions  of  the 
country  were  too  obvious  and  too  lamentable  for  him  to 
dwell  on  its  circumftances : but  he  called  upon  the  houfe, 
by  the  motion  which  he  was  about  to  make,  to  enquire  in- 
to the  caufes  of  th^t  diftra^yon,  to  ej^ainine  into  the  de- 
mands pf  the  people ; it  was  their,  duty,  as  reprefentatives 
of  that  people,  to  conciliate  that  people,  by  conceding  thofe 
demands,  if  they  were  juft,  or  convincing  them  by  argu- 
ment if  they  were  inadmiftible.  This  would-be  adopting 
a condu£l  worthy  of  the  reprefentatives  cf  the  people  ; this 
would  be  bettet*  than  continuing  a fyftem  of  coercion  which 
had  failed,  or  branding  a whole  people  as  faflioufly  and 
irreconoileahly  turbulent,  ^he  people,  of  Ireland  had  been 
reproached  as  turbulent  and  unfatisfied  ; they  had  been 
told  that  they  had  forgotten  every  benefit  in  the  clamour 
for  new  advantages.  He  would  examine  this  charge,  and 
trufted  he  would  prove  it  unjuft.  In  the  progrefs  of  the 
American  war,  the  people  of  Ireland,  fmarting  at  once 
under  the  evils  which  that  war  had  infliefted  upon  their 
trade,  and  the  reftraintsi  n which  that 'trade  was  held  by 
Englifh  laws,  fet  forward  a demand  for  a free  trade,  as 
the  only  hope  cf  the  country.  The  min.ifter  of  the  diy, 
gave  them  leave  to  plant  tobacco,  a weed  which  would 
not  grow  in  the  country,  and  told  them  it  was  an  equiva- 
lent to  a free  trade:  however  the  wifhes  pf  the  people, 
reached  the  parental  goodnefs  of  their  Sovereign,  and  a 
free  trade  was  granted.  They  then  faw  that  even  this 
advantage  was  ufelefs,  while  another  country  could  bind 
her  commerce  by  it  laws,  and  they  fought;  the  indepeni- 
cnce  of  their  legillat  ure.  The  minifter  again  wifhed  to^ 
elude  their  demands,  and  offered  a perpetual  tn^itiny  bill 
as  an  equivalent  for  independence;  that  that  independ- 
ence was  foon  conceded  ; a repeal  of  a Britifh  ftatute, 
which  arrogated  a legiflative  power  over  Ireland  was 

immediately 
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immediately  enafted ; that  repeal,  in  the  opinion  of  the. 
moft  eminent  lawyers,  was  ijeld  to  be  inefficient  \ a com- 
mittee of  thofe  lawyers,  many  of  whom  are  now  the  judges 
of  the  land,  agreed  i^  that  opinion,  and  a renunciation  of 
the  claim  of  legiflative  interference  follow’ed  upon  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  The  delires  of  the  nation  were  next 
turned  to  a reform  of  parliament — >a  queftlon  on  which 
the  beft  and  wifeft  men  had  concurred  with  the  general 
fentiment  ; circumflances  however  prevented  the  defigii 
from  going  forward,  had  indeed  been  ruperfed,ed  hy  a 
more  grievous  and  affecting  fubjedt — the  crowds  of  ftarving 
manufadlurers  in  our  ftreets,  whom  the  admiffion  of 
Britifh  manufactures  on  an  equal  fcale,  had  red.uced  to 
mifery  and  famine  : the  nation  called  for  fbme  remedy  to 
this  grievance,  and  the  abftraCt  fubjeCl  was  loft  in  imme- 
diate fympathy.” 

« Sir  Laurence  then  recapitulated  the  circumftances  of 
the  country  until  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  ; that  recal 
he  had,  he  faid,  moft  anxioufly  deprecated,  and  had  takeri 
^ a forward  part  to  prevent.  And’  the  houfe  migUt  remem- 
ber, that  when  he  faid  on  that  occafion  that  every  gentler 
man  in  future  fliouH  have  four  or  five  folcliers  in  his  houfe 
for  bis  defence,”  that  the  gallery  was  inftantly  cleared^ 
and  his  words  ordered  to  be  taken  down  : yet  w’'as  not 
that  the  cafe  at  prefent  ? — How  many  gentlemen  of  Ire- 
^ land  had  been  reduced  to  that  miferable  neceffity  for  per- 
fonal  fafety  ? he  hoped  moft  fincerely  that  his  prefent 
fears  for  the  future  would  not  be  fo  totally  realized  as  that 
had  been.  What  had  been  the  confequence  of  that  recal? 
The  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen,  who  had  been  for- fome 
time  almoft  forgotten,  began  now  to  difieminate  their 
principles  with  renewed  vigour  ; their  artifices  were  too 
readily  received  by  an  Irritated  and  difappointed  people. 
In  the  objects  which  were  held  forth  to  them,  reform 
and  emancipation,  they  were  taught  to  look  at  once  for 
VoL,  III.  P that 
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that  of  which  they  had  been  difappointed,  and  the  means 
of  its  attainment  \ and  it  was  not  wonderful  that  in  fuch 
a temper  they  (hould  have  been  milled.  To  make  the 
people  refpe^  the  laws,  the  government  Ihould  itfelf  o- 
bey  them.  Such  had  not  been  the  conduft  of  government, 
and  to  that  mifeondu^f  ivere  the  outrages  and  the  af- 
faffinations  which  had  difgraced^  the  country  to  be  traced. 
A general  officer  had  in  a weftern  dlllri£t  taken  out  of  the 
gaols  a number  of  prlfoners  whom  the  law  would  have 
pronounced  perhaps  innocent,  and  by  his  own  authority 
tranfported  them.  A bill  of  indemnity  was  palTed  to 
proteft  this  violation  of  laws,  and  upon  that  bill  being  de- 
bated he  well  recollected  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
G.  Ponfonby)  obferving  that  by  thus  proving  to  the  com- 
mon people  that  the  law  might  be  broken  with  impunity, 
by  taking  from  them  the  refource  of  its  protection,  the 
practice  of  alTaffination  would  become  as  common  in  Ireland 
as  it  was  in  modern  Rome  ; and  that  prediction  had  been 
unhappily  fulfilled.  Parliament  went  farther — in  the 
infurreCtion  bill,  the  conduCl  which  had  been  thus  Indem- 
nified was  made  the  law  of  the  land,  and  it  was  noto- 
rious that  almoft  every  affaffinatton  which  had  taken  place, 
had  occurred  in  the  diftri£ts  in  which  that  law  had  been 
enforced.  It  had  been  faid  that  the  people  were  not  to  be 
reconciled  ; that  the  connexion  with  France  was  the  ob- 
jeCl  of  their  leaders,  and  that  an  ambafiador  of  Ireland  at 
Lifie  had  prevented  the  negociation  for  peace  with  Great 
Britain.  He  believed  there  rnight  be  a few  defperate  and 
wicked  men,  who  took  advantage  of  the  mifconduCl  of 
minifters  to  urge  projeCls  of  the  moft  violent  nature,  but 
he  aferibed  this  rather  to  the  error  of  government  than 
the  difpofition  of  the  people.  To  keep  a few  individuals 
in  power,  the  whole  nation  had  been  irritated,  and  the 
country  thrown  into  a ftate  of  outrage  ; an  Irifh  ambaffi 
ador  at  Lifie  had  been  enabled  to  defeat  the  pacific  efforts 
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of  Great  Britain,  finking  under  her  debt,  and  embarrafTed 
in  her  credit — and  this  to  keep  a few  individuals  in  oiSice  ! 
He  defired  to  know  of  minifters  what  they  propofed  by  their 
plan  of  coercion  ? Did  they  defire  judges  more  cruel  than 
Jeffries,  or  generals  more  fanguinary  than  Kirk  ? They 
niuft  know  that  Kirk  and  Jeffries  had  fo  much  alienated  the 
minds  of  his  people  that  their  cruelty  had,  more  than  any 
other  circumfiance,  tended  to  deprive  James  II.  of  his 
throne.  Did  they  defiie  a viceroy  mor^  fanguinary  than 
the  Duke  of  Alva  ? Tiiey  muft  remember  that  to  his 
conduct  the  republic  of  Holland  owed  its  freedom  ; that 
although  in  the  five  years  of  his\.governrnent  18,000  human 
vi£lims  had  fallen  by  the  public  executioner,  befides  the 
multitudes  that  had  perifhed  under  military  power  ; yet 
his  mafter  the  King  of  Spain  by  his  conduct  loft  the  feyen 
united  provinces.  Conciliation  had  indeed  been  offered 
by  a milder  viceroy,  but  it  was  too.  late  \ the  fword  has 
been  drawn  on  both  fides,  and  nothing  but  reparation 
could  enfue.  Coercion  had  been  employed  in  America ; 
how  had  it  fucceeded  I governor  after  governor  forced 
to  fly  from  their  offices  and  fhelter  on  board  fhips  of  war : 
conciliation  had  been  tried  there,  but  when  it  was  too  late. 
Lord  Carlifle  had  been  deputed  to  fatisfy  the  Americans  j 
but  though  he  offered  a thoufand  times  more  than  even 
their  fondeft  wifhes  had  defired— the  blood  which  had 
flowed  forbade  the  poffibility  of  conciliation.  In  this 
country  conciliation  was  not  yet  too  late : the  objefls  of 
the  people  were  defined  : the  juftice  of  parliament  had  ad- 
mitted the  pr/’nciple  of  emancipation.  The  reform  of  the 
Icgiflature  was  a principle  fupported  by  the  heft  and  great- 
eft  men  ; the  late  Earl  Chatham,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Mr,  Flood,  the  prefent  Mr.  Pitt,  all  agreed  in  its  ne- 
ceflity : it  was  the  right  of  the  people,  and  fhould  be 
granted  ; the  mealure  he  had  to  propofe  would  not  pledge 
the  houletoany  fpecific  mode  of  conciliation,  it  would  only 

P 2,  tend 
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tend  to  prove  to  the  people,  that  while  parliament  fek 
its  dignity  and  fupported  its  confequence,  it  was  not  in- 
attentive to  the  national  defircs  of  the  country  ; and  that 
it  wonld  not  difdain  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of  the 
people.  He  again  entreated  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  to 
confider  the  awful  fituation  of  the  country:  the  north  was 
faid  to  be  quieted  : he  feared  it  was  a fullen  quiet  of  ref- 
tr^iqed  irritation.  The  fouth  was  not  fo ; where  now  would 
we  look  for  that  loyalty  which  had  fhared  the  comforts  of 
the  peafantry  with  the  foldier,  which  had  removed  the 
mountains  of  fnow  which  impeded  the  paffage  of  the  army, 
or  yoked  itfelf  in  the  traces  of  our  artillery  ? where 
was  this  fpirit  fled  to  ? It  had  fled  before  the  fyftcm  of 
coercion.” 

It  was  not  too  late  for  parliament  to  come  forward 
with  eflefl ; it  was  their  duty  to  do  fo,  and  to  cxercife 
that  duty  he  would  move,  “ That  this  houfe  do  forthwith 
refolve  itfelf  into  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 
fider whence  the  prefent  difeontents  in  this  country  a^ 
rife,  and  what  are  the  mofl:  effectual  means  of  allaying  the  ^ 
fame.”.  ‘ ' 

This  rnotion  was  negatived, 
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Mra  sf  the  rebellion  iu  — Profpefius  of  the  fociety  of 
United  Irijlimen^-^ Alterations  in  that  fociety. — Oathi^ 
ITeJiimony  of  Dr.  Kevin. — Proceedings  in  different 

parts  of  the  kingdom.^ AhJlraBs  from  the  report  of  the 
fecret  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  1797,— of 
the  infur  gents  in  different  counties  ^ l^c. 


E now  approach  one  of  the  moft  important  periods 
in  Irilh  hiftory.  It  was  well  known  to  the  government  of 
this  country  and  the  public  in  general,  that  difaffedlion 
was  widely  difleminated,  and  that  rebellion  was  ready  to. 
break  forth  into  a£lion.  The  reader  has,  we  prefume,  been 
able  from  the  fevcral  documents  that  have  been  already 
laid  before  him,  to  form  fome  judgment  as  to  the  caufes 
of  this  event  ; we  fliail  endeavour  to  ftate  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  it  with  candor  and  impartiality. 

In  1791  the  fociety  of  United  Lijhmen  (to  whom  the  re- 
bellion of  1798  has  been  attributed,)  appears  to  have  been 
inftituted  : parliamentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, were  however  the  oftenfible  objects  of  this  union. 

In  June  1791,  a paper  was  circulated  in  Dublin,  giving 
a profpe£lus  of  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen  \ and 
commencing  with  the  following  paragraph.  “ It  is  pro- 
pofed,  that  at  this  conjuncture,  a fociety  lhall  be  in- 

ftituted 
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llituted  in  this  city,  having  much  of  the  fecrecy  and  fome- 
ivhat  of  the  ceremonial  attached  to  Frce-mafonry — with 
fd  much  fecrecy  as  may  communicate  curiofity,  uncertainty, 
and  expe£lation  to  the  minds  of  fUrrounding  men  *, — 
%vith  fo  much  impreliive  and  afFedting  ceremony  in  all 
it’s  internal  oeconomy,  as  without  impeding  real  bufinefs, 
may  ftrike  the  fcnl  through  the  fenfes,  and  addreffing  the 
whole  man,  may  animate  his  philbfophy  by  the  energy 
of  his  paffioiis.’^  After  dating  at  large  the  views  of  this 
fociety,  it  proceeds  thus,  what  are  the  means  of  pro- 
curing fuch  reform  in  the  conftitution  aS  may  fecure  to 
the  people,  their  rights  mod  effecStually  and  moft  fpee- 
dily  ? What  is  the  plan  of  reform  mod  fuited  to  this 
country  ? can  the  renovation  in  the  conditution,  which 
we  all  deem  ncceffary,  be  accompliflied  by  the  ways  of  the 
conditution  ? The  evil  (fays  Junius)  lies  too  deep  to  be 
cured  by  any  remedy,  lefs  than  fomc  great  convulfioni 
which  may  bring  back  the  conditution  to  it’s  original 
principle,  or  utterly  dedroy  it.  To  gain  a knowledge 
of  the  real  date  of  this  heterogeneous  country,”  (fays  the 
writer)  to  form  a fummary  of  the  national  will  and 
pleafure,  in  points  mod  intereding  to  national  happinefs ; 
and  when  fuch  a fummary  is  formed,  to  put  this  doctrine 
as  fpeedily  as  may  be  into  practice,  will  be  the  purpofe  of 
this  central  fociety  or  lodge  *,  from  which  other  lodges 
in  the  different  towns,  will  radiate.”  He  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  obferve  what  the  external  bufinefs  of  this  fo- 
ciety would  be  ; viz. — id,— publication,  in  order  to 
propagate  their  principles,  and  effe^luate  their  ends.” — 
2d. — Communication  with  the  different  towns  to  be 
afiiduoufly  kept  up  ; and  every  exertion  ufed  to  accom- 
plidi  a national  convention  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  who 
may  profit  by  pad  errors,  and  by  many  unexpected  cir- 
cumdances  which  have  happened  Cnee  the  laft  meeting.” 
3d, — “ communication  with  fimilar  focieties  abroad;  as, 
the  JacQhin  club  in  Paris  *,  the  Revoluthn  Jodety  in  England  ; 

the 
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the  committee  for  reform  in  Scotland,  &c.’^ — It  would  be  an 
idle  application  of  time,  to  make  any  explanatory  oblerva- 
tions  on  this  publication  ; as  it  Ihews,  in  terms  ftrong 
as  language  can  exprefs,  what  were  to  be  the  views  and 
fentiments  of  this  extraordinary  aflbciation.  The  at- 
tachment, however,  which  the  United  Irifhmen^  or  their 
leaders,  had  to  French  revolutionary  principles,  may  be 
remarked  from  feveral  expreffions  in  the  paper  already 
mentioned,  and  other  fubfcquent  publications  ; the  for- 
mer contains  this  palTage. On  the  14//6  of  the 

day  which  (hall  ever  commemorate  the  French  revolution, 
let  this  fociety  pour  out  their  firft  libation  to  European 
liberty,  eventually  the  liberty  of  the  world ; and  with 
their  hands  joined  in  each  other,  and  their  eyes  rai  fed  to 
heaven,  in  his  prefence  who  breathed  into  them  an  ever- 
living  foul,  let  them  fwear  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  their  nature,  as  men  ; and  the  right 
and  prerogative  of  Ireland,  as  an  independant  people/* 

In  November,  1791,  this  fociety  was,  at  length,  formed 
in  Dublin,  as  appears  from  its  addrefs  to  the  Irifh  nation, 
dated  25th  of  January,  1793,  which  begins  thus: — “On 
the  9th  of  November,  1791,  was  this  fociety  founded. 
We,  and  our  brethren  of  Belfaft,  firft  began  that  civic 
union,  which,  if  a nation  be  a fociety  united  for  mutual 
advantage,  has  made  Ireland  a nation,  &c.” — This  addrefs 
concludes  with  “ a plan  of  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  the  houfe  of  commons  viz. — Ibat 
no  property  qualification  fhali  be  necejfary  to  entitle  any  man  to  hs 
a reprefentativeV 

According  to  the  conftitutlon  of  the  fociety  of  United 
Irifhmen,  as  firft  agreed  on,  every  perfon  elected  a mem- 
ber thereof,  was  to  take  and  fubferibe  the  following  teft, 
viz.  “ I,  A.  B.  in  the  prefence  of  God,  do  pledge  my- 
felf  to  my  country,  that  I will  ufe  all  my  abilities  and  in- 
fluence 
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fiucnce  in  the  attainment  of  an  impartial  and  adequate 
reprefentation  of  the  Irilh  nation  in  parliament  ; and, 
as  a means  of  abfolute  and  immediate  neceffity  in  the 
eftahlifhment  of  this  chief  good  of  Ireland,  I will  endea- 
vour, as  much  as  lies  in  my  ability,  to  forward  a brother- 
hood of  affedlion,  an  identity  of  interefls,  a communion  of 
lights,  and  an  union  of  power  among  Iriflimen  of  all 
religious  perfuafions ; without  which,  every  reform  in 
parliament  muft  be  partial,  not  national;  inadequate  to 
the  wants,  delufive  to  the  wifhes,  and  infufficient  for  the 
freedom  and  happihefs  of  this  country  '*  In  the  fociety, 
were  to  be  different  committees,  viz.  A committee  of 
ponftitution,  of  finance,  of  correlpondence,  and  of  ac- 
commodation : and  to  defray  the  neceffary  expences,  and 
eflablifli  a fund  for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety,  each  ordinary 
member  was  to  pay  one  guinea  admiflion  fee,  and  Haifa 
guinea  every  fix  months.  The  fecretary  was  to  be  fur- 
niihed  with  a common  feal,  having  the  impreflion  of  a 
harp  ; — at  the  top,  <<  J am  Jirung  — at  the  bottom, 
“ I ivill  be  heard — and  on  the  exergue,  fociety  of 
United  Irifimen  of  Dublin*^ 

In  proportion,  however,  to  the  progrefs  of  French 
interference  with  the  affairs  of  this  country,  the  idea  of 
a reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  vanifhed  ; 
and  a new  organization  of  the  fociety  took  place  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  1797;  under  which,  the  nature  of  it^s 
conftitution  was  expreffed  in  thefe  terms.— This  fociety 
is  conftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  forwarding  a brotherhood 
of  affedion,  a communion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of  power 
among  Irifhmen  of  every  religious  perfuafion  ; and  there- 
by to  obtain  a complete  reform  in  the  legiflature,  founded 
on  the  principles  of  civil,  political  and  religious  liberty/* 
The  following  teft,  alfo,  was  fubftituted  for  the  former. 

In  the  awful  prefence  of  God,  I,  A.  B.  do  voluntarily 
declare,  that  I will  perfevere  in  endeavouring  to  form,  a 

brotherhood 
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brotherhood  of  afFeaion  among  Irifhmcn  of  every  religious 
fjerfiiafion  5 and  that  I will  alfo  perfevere  in  my  endeavours 
to  obtain  an  etjual,  full,  and  adequate  reprefentation  of 
all  the  people  6f  Ireland;  I do  further  declare,  that  neither 
hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  punifhments,  fhall  ever  induce 
me,  direftly  or  indirectly,  to  inform  on,  or  give  evidence 
againft  any  member  or  members  of  this  or  fimilar  focieties, 
for  any  aCt  or  cxpreffion  of  theirs,  done  or  made  collec- 
tively or  individually,  in  or  out  of  this  fociety,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  fpirit  of  this  obligation  ” (a) 

From 

“ (a)  The  alteration  of  this  left  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Mc’Nevin  before  the  fecret  committee  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  7th  Auguft 
“ 1798,  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpofe  of  reconciling  rtfarmert^ 

“ and  republicans  j the  principle  of  reform  having  been  relinquiflied 
aud  republieamfm  determined  on. — That  gentlemans  evidence  was 
“ fubftantially  as  follows.” 

“ About  September  or  0<Sfober  I795,  I became  a member  of  the  clofe 
“ fociety  of  United  Irifhmcn.  It  conhfted  of  focietics  at  firif  compofed  of 
36  mi^mbers ; afterwards  thefe  focietics  were  reduced  to  la  members, 
“ each  fociety  of  la  chofe  a fecretary  and  generally  a treafurcr. — The 
“ fccretaries  of  five  focietics  formed  a lower  baronial  committee  ; out  of 
“ each  of  the  lower  baronial  committees,  one  perfon  was  chofen  to  be  a 
“ member  of  the  upper  baronial ; each  of  the  upper  baronials  confifted  of 
“ ten  members  thus  chofen.  The  nett  fuperior  committees  were,  in  po- 
**  pulous  towns,  distri(Sf  committees;  and  in  counties,  county  committees; 
“ thefe  were  compofed  of  one  member  elecTted  from  each  baroniaL  The 
“ next  fuperior  committees  were,  the  provincial  committees  ; compofed  of 
“ two  members,  fometimes  three,  ele<5fed  from  each  county  committee. 
“ The  provincial  committees  clctSfed  5 perfons  by  ballot ; the  fecretary 
“ examined  the  ballots,  and  reported  to  the  perfons  elc<5fed  their  appoint- 
“ ment,  but  made  no  report  of  the  eledtlon  to  the  provincials,  who  were 
“ thus  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  perfons  who  compofed  the  executive.  The 
“ executive  bad  the  command  of  the  whole  body  thus  organized.  One 
“ member  of  the  executive  communicated  with  one  member  of  the  pro- 
vincial  committee,  he  with  the  fecretary  of  the  county  committee,  he, 
“ in  like  manner,  with  the  fccretaries  of  the  baronials,  and  thefe  fecrc- 
“ taries  with  thofe  of  the  fubordinatc  focietics. — The  organization  origi- 
Daily,  was  purely  a civil  organiaation  ; bul  I believe  it  was  miiltaiy  in 

« Ulfter, 
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From  the  focieties  which  had  been  eftablifhed  in  Dub- 
lin in  1797,  ihany  fimilar  focieties  were  formed  through 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom ; and  the  country  was  in 
fuch  a difturbed  ftate  in.  1793,  that  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  make  a parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of 

it 

Ulfter,  about  the  latter  end  of  1795,— In  the  military  organization,  the 
“ fecretary  of  the  fociety  of  iz  was  the  petty  officer,  that  is,  ferjeant  or 
“ corporal : Tlie  delegate  of  five  focieties  to  a lower  baronial,  wa* 
ufually  the  captain,  and  thus  had  6o  men  under  his  command;  and  the 
“ delegate  of  ten  lower  baronials  to  the  upper  or  dIftrIcSl:  committecj  was 
“ ufually  the  colonel : Thus  a battalion  was  compofed  of  600  men.  The 
colonels  of  each  county  feiit  in  the  names  of  three  perfons  to  the  execu- 
‘‘ tivc,  one  of  whom  was  appointed,  by  the  executive,  adjutant-general  of 
“ the  county  : his  duty  was  to  receive  and  communicate  all  military  or- 
“ ders  from  the  executive.  Every  member  of  the  fociety  paid  a monthly 
fubferiptionr  and  this  fund  was  applied  to  the  fupport  of  prifoners  in 
''  gaol,  to  defend  them  on  their  trials,  and  to  extend  the  union.  The 
general  direcflion  was,  for  each  perfon  to  arm  himfelf ; fuch  as  could  af- 
“ ford 'it,  with  fire  arms  and  ammunition;  others  with  pikes.  Theobjeeft 
of  the  fyftem  was  to  effc<Sl  a revolution,  and  eftablifli  a republic.  The 
military  organization  began  in  Leinfter  in  the  beginning  or  middle  of 
“ In  April  or  May  1797^  apian  of  infurre(Slion  for  the  North  was  formed, 
and  heads  drawn  up  in  writing;  but  it  ivas  foon  given  tip,  and  the  writ- 
“ ing  defiroyed.  Previous  to  1795,  fome  perfons  had  gone  from  hence  to 
France  on  account  of  their  political  opinions ; Early  in  I79<5»  a letter 
came  from  one  of  them  stating,  that  the  fituation  of  this  country  had  been 
“ reprefented  to  the  diredtory  of  the  French  republic,  who  had  promfed  to 
“ invade  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  feparating  it  from  Great  Britain.  Thi« 
letter  was  taken  into  ferious  confideration  by  the  Irifli  executive  early  in 
“ 1795,  and  an  anfwer  was  fent  in  April  that  year,  accepting  the  propofal, 
“ on  condition  that  they  fliould  come  as  allies,  to  adk  under  the  diredkions 
“ of  the  projedked  revolutionary  government,  as  Rochambeau  did  in  Ame- 
“ rica;  that  they  fliould  be  paid  the  expences  of  the  expedition,  and  their 
troops  receive  Irifh  pay  whilft  they  adked  here,  This  anfwer  was  fent 
to  Paris  by  a fpecial  meffenger ; and  the  French  diredkory  promifed 
that  the  fuccours  thus  demanded  fliould  be  fent.  About  Odkober  or  No- 
**  vember  179^,  ameflenger  came  from  France  to  the  Irifh  diredkory  with 
“ intelligence,  that  the  promifed  fuccours  might  be  fpeedily  expedked,  and 
“ defiring  to  know  the  state  of  preparation  of  this  country.  The  force  to  be 
“ fent  by  France  was  stated  to  be  15,000  men,  and  a great  quantity  of  arms 

and 
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it In  confequence  of  which,  a report  was  made  from  a 
fecret  committee  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  ftating  fubftantially 
as  follows.— -That  the  people  then  called  defenders^  were 
very  different  from  thofe  who  originally  ailumed  the  ap- 
pellation ; and  w'Cre  all  (as  far  as  the  committee  could  dif- 
cover)  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfiiafion ; in  general 
poor,  Ignorant,  labouring  men,  fworn  to  fecrccy,  and  im- 
prelled  with  an  opinion  that  they  were  affifting  the  catholic 
caufe  : — that,  in  other  rcfpefls,  they  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  diftin^l  particular  obje 61  in  view  5 but  talked  of  being 

relieved 

“ and  ammunition ; and  1 think  If  they  had  landed  when  they  came  to 
“ Bantry,  an  infurredlion  would  have  taken  place  in  the  north  of  Ireland.’ 
“The  next  communication  of  confequence,  was  in  June  1797,  when  an 
“ accredited  perfon  went  from  hence  th  communicate  with  the  French  di- 
“ re<Story  at  their  defire  : He  went  by  Hamburgh,  where  he  faw  the 
“ French  minister,  who  made  fome  difficulty  about  giving  him  a paflport, 
“ and  demanded  a memoir  containing  his  instrudlions  ; which  was  ac- 
“ cordingly  written  by  the  accredited  perfon,  and  given  to  the  French 
minister,  under  the  imprelfion  that  the  paflport  would  not  be  granted- 
The  memoir  was  written  in  Engl  fh,  and  contained  the  obje<ft»  of  his 
**  mifllon,  according  to  the  inftru<5lions  which  he  had  received  from  the 
“ executive  direAory  of  the  Irifh  union.  It  began  by  stating,  that  the 
“ appearance  of  the  French  in  Bantry  bay  had  encouraged  the  least  con- 
“ fident  of  the  Irifh  in  the  liope  of  throwing  ofF  the  yoke  of  England,  with 
“ the  affistance  of  France  : That  the  event  of  that  expedition,  had  proved 
“ the  facility  of  invading  Ireland  : That  in  the  event  of  a fecond  expC' 
**  dition,  if  the  objedl  was  to  take  Cork,  Oyster  Haven  would  be  the  best 
“ place  of  debarkation  : and  it  stated  the  precautions  which  had  been 
“ taken  for  defence,  by  throwing  up  works  at  Bantry,  Fermoy  and  Mai- 
“ low : It  further  stated,  that  the  fystem  of  united  Irifhmen  had  made  a 
“ rapid  progrefs  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  that  Bandon  was  become  a 
“ fccond  Belfast  .•  That  the  fystem  had  made  great  progrefs  in  other 
“ counties,  and  that  the  people  were  now  well  inclined  to  affistthc  French  : 
“That  150,000  United  Irifhmen  were  organized  and  enrolled  in  Ulster, 
“ a great  part  of  them  regimented,  and  one-third  ready  to  march  out  of  the 
“ province  : it  detailed  the  number  of  the  king’s  forces  in  Ulster,  and  their 
“ stations  : Recommended  Lough  Swllly  as  a place  of  debarkation  in  the 
“ North  j and  stated  that  the  people  in  the  peninfula  of  Donegal  would 
“ join  the  French  ; It  stated  alfo,  the  strength  of  the  garrifoa  of  London- 
derry, 
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relieved  from  hearth-money,  tithes,  county  cefles,  and  of 
lowering  their  rents.  That  they  firft  appeared  in  the 
county  of  Louth  in  confiderable  bodies,  in  the  month  of  , 
April,  in  that  year,  feveral  of  them  being  armed  : that 
they  afTembled  moftly  in  the  night  ; and  forced  into  the 
houfes  o^  Proteftants,  and  took  from  them  their  arms. 
That  the  diforders  foon  fpread  to  the  comities  of  Meath, 
Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  other  parts  adjacent : — At  firft 
they  took  nothing  but  arms  ; but  afterwards  they  plundered  i 
the  houfes  of  every  thing  they  could  find.  Their  meafures  i 
appear  to  have  been  concerted  and  conducted  with  the  5 

, utmoft  fecrecy,  and  a degree  of  regularity  and  fyftem  not  \ 

ufual 

derry,  and  that  one  rcgimcilt,  which  made  a part  of  it,  was  fuppofed  I 
“ to  be  dil'afFedted  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  : It  mentioned  Killybegs,  , 
alfo,  as  a good  place  of  debarkation  ; and  stated,  that  the  counties  of 
“ Tyrone,  Fermanagh  and  Monaghan,  were  amongst  the  best  affedled  to 
“ the  caufe  : in  cafe  of  a landing  at  Killybegs,  it  recommended  a diverfion  * 
“at  Sligo;  and  stated  that  a force  of  io,oo3  United  Iriflamen  might  be 
colledted  to  fall  upon  Enniskillen,  which  commanded  the  pafs  ofLough- 
“ Erne  : That  it  was  eafy  to  enter  the  bay  of  Galway,  but  very  difficult  to 
‘*get  but  of  it.  That  the  counties  of  Louth,  Armagh,  Westmeath,  Kildare, 

**  King’s  County,  and  city  of  Dublin,  were  the  best  organized : That  the 
“ Catholic  priests  had  ceafed  to  be  alarmed  at  the  calumnies  which  had 
“ been  propagated  of  French  irreligion,  and  were  well  affcdled  to  the  caufe  : 

“ That  feme  of  them  had  rendered  great  fervice  in  propagating,  with 
difereet  Zeal,  the  fystem  of  the  Irilh  union  : It  declared,  that  the  pco- 
pie  of  Ireland  had  a lively  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  France  for  the  part  which 
“ flie  took,  and  alfo  to  Spain,  for  the  interest  which  fhe  felt  in  the  affairs 
“ of  Ireland  : it  engaged,  on  the  part  of  the  Irifli  national  diredlory,  to 
*•  reimburfe  the  eipenccs  of  France  in  the  expedition  which  had  failed,  and. 

“ of  any  other  which  might  be  undertaken  : The  number  of  troops  dc- 
“ manded  was  a force  not  exceeding  10,000,  nor  lefs  than  5,000  men:  It 
“ Hated,  that  a brigade  of  Englilfh  artillery  had  been  already  fent  over,  and 
“ that  a large  body  of  troops  would  probably  be  fent  from  Great  Britairr 
“ if  Ireland  was  attacked  ; a confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  andammuni- 
“ tion,  with  a large  ftaff  and  body  of  engineers,  and  as  many  Irlfh  officers  1 
“ as  poflible,  whofe  fidelity  they  were  affured  of,  were  demanded  as  necef- 
“ fary  to  accompany  the  expedition  : A recommendation  was  given  tofe- 
paratc  the  Irifh  feamen  who  were  prifoners  of  war  from  the  Britifh,  fup- 
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ufcal  in  people  of  fuch  mean  condition,  and  as  if  directed 
by  men  of  fuperior  rank. — Sums  of  money  to  a confider- 
ablc  amount,  were  levied  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  fubfcriptions  and  colle£lions  at 
their  chapels  and  elfewhere  j and  feveral  inflammatory  pa- 
pers difperfed  through  the  country,  tp  encourage  their 
proceedings.  That  an  unufual  ferment  had  for  fomc 
months  difturbed  feveral  parts  of  the  north,  particularly  the 
^town  ofBclfaft,  and  the  county  of  Antrim;  which  was 
encouraged  by  feditious  publications  ifTued  from  certain  fo- 

cieties 

“ pofing  the  former  would  be  ready  to  join  in  an  expedition  to  free  their 
country  : It  further  recommended  a proclamation  to  be  publiHied  by 
“ the  French  general  on  his  arrival  here,  that  the  French  came  as  allies  to 
deliver  the  country,  not  to  conquer  it : It  aifo  recommended  to  the  dircc- 
“ tory  of  the  French  republic,  to  make  the  independence  of  Ireland  an  in- 
**  difpcniable  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace  then)  depending  atLifle  ; and 
“ ftated,  that  a preceedlng  fo  authentic  could  not  be  difguifed  or  mifrepre- 
“ fented,  and  would  very  much  encourage  the  people  of  Ireland  to  pcrfiftia 
“ their  exertions  to  atchieve  a revolution:  It  contained  alfo  an  affurance, 
that  the  Irifli  militia  would  join  the  French,  if  they  landed  in  confiderable 
*•  force.  Immediately  after  this  memoir  was  given  to  the  French  minister, 
” a paffport  was  granted  to  the  writer  of  it  to  go  to  Paris,  where  he  had  fe- 
•*  veral  conferences  with  perfons  in  authority,  feme  of  them  members  of  the 
“ diredlory  : The  obje^  of  thefe  conferences  was,  to  obtain  the  fame  af^ 
“ furances  ol  fuccours  from  them  that  their  agents  had  before  given  to 
« the  executive  diredlory  of  the  Irifli  union.  The  ncgociation  for  peace 
« was  then  going  on  at  Lifle  : He  was  told  by  perfons  in  authority,  that 
••  they  did  not  think  the  Englifli  cabinet  finccre  j but  that  if  France  could 
“ get  tbc  terms  flic  had  a right  to  expea,  the  direaory  would  make  peace. 
*•  A fccoud  memoir  was  prefented  at  Paris  by  thp  fame  perfon  (bon  after 
“ his  arrival  there;  it’s  objeawas,  to  imprefs  on  the  direaory  the  nccef- 
**  fity  of  expediting  the  armament  of  Ireland,  and  of  infifting  on  theindc- 
“ pendence  of  Ireland  as  an  iadifpenfable  condition  of  any  treaty  of  peace, 
by  every  argument  which  the  writer  couldufc.  After  the  breaking  off 
the  ncgociation,  and  LordM  alrafbury’s  return  to  England,  afluranccc 
•*  were  given  to  the  Irifli  executive  direaory,  that  the  French  government 
•'  would  fend  a new  expedition  to  Ireland,  and  that  they  never  would  a- 
“ bandon  her  till  flic  was  feparated  from  Great  Britain ; and  thefe  alTuN 
•‘anceshavc  bcei^  fince  renewed.” 
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(cieties  of  men  in  Belfaft  and  Dublin,  calling  themfelves 
committees,  and  carrying  on  a conftant  correfpondence. 
The  conduft  of  the  French  was  recommended  to  public 
view,  as  an  example  of  imitation ; and  expeflations  held 
up  of  their  afliftance,  by  a defeent  upon  this  kingdom. 

That  military  aflbeiations  had  been  newly  levied  and 

arrayed  j and  a body  of  men  aflbeiated  themfelves  in  Dub- 
lin, under  the  title  of  the  frji  national  battalion^  whofe 
uniform  was  copied  from  the  French ; green  turned  up 
with  white,  white  waiftcoat  and  ftriped  trowfers,  gilt 
buttons,  imprelTed  with  a harp,  ^nd  letters  importing, 
national  battalion no  crown,  but  a device  over  the 
harp,  of  a cap  of  liberty  upon  a pike.  The  declared  object 
pf  thefe  military  bodies  was,  to  procure  a reform  in  parlia- 
ment ; but  the  obvious  intention  appeared  to  be,  to  over-  I 
awe  the  parliament  and  the  governnaent,  and  to  dilate  to  | 
both!  ■'  ^ 1 

As  the  difrerent  reports  which  have  been  fince  made  ^ 
on  this  fubje£l,  by  the  fecret  committees  of  both  houfes  || 
of  parliament,  furnifti  us  with  the  fulled  information  i 
refpecling  the  fecret  progrefs  of  the  rebellion,  we  {hall  ex- 
tract from  them  whatever  is  neceflary  for  the  purpofe,  !■ 
in  order  that  our  flatement  of  fa^s  may  be  accompanied 
with  unqueftionable  authority. 

By  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  pf  the  houfc  of 
commons  in  1797,  it  appears  that  confiderable  preparations 
had  been  then  made  for  general  infurre^lion.  The  focie-  . 
ties  of  united  Irijlimen  were  numerous ; their  fyftem  had 
become  perfecSlly  military, — pikes  and  other  weapons  of 
deftru£lion  were  fecretly  colleOed  by  them,  with  a very 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  even  fome  field-pieces. — 

A circumftance  took  place  in  that  year,  which  occafioned 
a moft  important  difeovery.  On  the  14th  of  April,  coL 
Barber,  lieut.  Ellifon  of  the  artillery,  and  fome  others, 

having 
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baviqg  received  information  that  feme  committees  of  u- 
nited  men,  were  to  aflemble  at  the  houfe  of  John  Alex- 
ander, in  the  town  of  Belfaft ; they  entered  the  houfe 
and  feized  feveral  perfons,  ajfp  feveral  papers,  (belonging 
to  one  of  theie  committees)^  that  had  been  there  concealed. 
Theie  papers  are  referred  to  by  the  report  already  men- 
tioned, and  difclofe  the  nature  and  regulations  of  the 
fociety  they  contain  the  returns  ipa^e  of  the  ftate  and 
ftrength  of  the  united  men  in  different  diftyi^s,  and  the 
(urns  of  money  colle£ted,  and  how  applied.  One  of  thein 
{fates  the  number  of  men  then  in  arms,  as  follows ; An- 
trim, 22,922, — Down,  16000,— Derry,  10,000, — ^Tyrone,  T 
6,860, — Armagh,  4000,— Monaghan,  3»02o, — Donegal, 
5,000, — -Cavan,  j,ooo, — Meath,  1,776, — Fermanagh, 
?,ooo, — Louth,  2,060, — total  rnettf  72,206  ; — In  the  town 
of  Belfaft  alone,  is  ftated  to  have  been  2639  men, — 526 
guns, — 39P  bayonets, — 88  pjftols, — 597  pikes,— 12,130 
ball-cartridges, — 15,953  balls, -1-5 66  lbs.  of  powder, — 6 
cannon, — i mortar.  Several  other  returns  of  the  like 
]^ind  were  difeovered,  which  cannot  here  be  inferted  \ but 
it  appears  from  the  whole,  that  the  fuins  of  money  col- 
ledted,  were  rather  inconftderable. 

The  whole  fuccefs  of  this  confpiracy,  and  the  expec- 
tation of  its  leaders  depended  upon  the  fuccours  to  be  re- 
ceived from  France  : — One  of  the  pa'pers  alluded  to,  cx- 
prefsly  fays, — « our  friends  are  expelled  foon  into  Bantry 
and  adds, — fet  your  face  againft  bank  notes  and  excife 
bufinefs,  as  that  is  the  beft  means  to  harrafs  the  govern- 
ment.’* The  information  of  Charlis  Mc«Fillin,  given  on 
path,  before  Sir  G.  F.  Hill,  bart.  a magiftrate  of  London- 
derry, mentions  that  foreign  aid  was  Immediately  ex- 
pected, and  that  the  United  Irifhmen  were  to  hold  thera- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  rife.  He  afferted,  that  he  was  fworn 
to  become  a United  Irilhn^an,  about  the  month  of  June, 
1796  j that  according  to  the  conftitution  of  United  Irilh- 

men. 
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meq,  each  foeiety  muft  confift  of  at  leaft  feven  perfons  ; 
that  it  required  delegates  from  at  leaft  three  focieties  to 
make  a baronial  committee,  and  that  two^  delegates  from 
each  baronial  committee  formed  a county  committee ; and 
two  or  three  delegates  from  each  county  committee  formed 
the  provincial  committee.  That  there  was  an  executive 
diredory,  which  confifted  of  twenty-five  perfons,  one  of 
whom  always  attended  the  provincial  meeting,  in  order  to 
communicate  intelligence,  and  give  orders  to  be  carried 
by  the  members  of  the  provincial  meeting,  to  their  next 
county  meeting,  and  from  the  county  meeting  to  the  baro- 
nial, and  fromthefe  to  the  loweft  focieties.  Each  commit- 
tee had  a treafurer  and  a fecretary  $ and  it  was  the  bufinefs 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  loweft  fociety,  to  colled  fo  much 
money  pe?  week  from  each  member,  which  was  paid  by 
the  different  delegates  of  the  different  focieties,  progrefi- 
Cvely  from  one  to  the  other,  ^till  it  reaches  the  provincial 
committee,  who  then  paid  the  money  to  the  executive 
diredory,  who  always  attended  for  the  purpofe  ; and  once 
in  every  three  months  the  diredory  gave  an  account  to  the 
provincial  of  the  manner  in  which  the  former  films  re- 
ceived have  been  difpofed  of.  Returns  likewife  of  arms, 
ammunition  and  men  were  made,  from  the  loweft  fociety 
to  the  delegates,  through  the  different  committees,  the 
baronial,  the  county  and  the  provincial,  and  from  this  laft 
to  the  executive  diredory,  who  always  attended  tl^c  pro- 
vincial committee. 

All  the  meafures  taken  by  government  to  fupprcfs  in- 
furredion  proved  for  lome  time  ineffedual ; — neither, 
threatenings,  or  offers  of  forgivenefs,  had  their  due  influence 
on  the  deluded  multitude  ; — on  the  contrary,  a general 
infurredion  in  Uifter  was  decided  on,  and  the  plan  of 
attack  for  each  county  arranged.  The  intention  tranfpired, 
and  was  defeated  by  the  adive  exertions  of  the  army ; 
altho*  a partial  rifing  did  take  place  near  the  mountains 

in 
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itt  the  county  of  Down ; where  the  infurgents,  finding 
themfelvcs  unfupported,  foon  difperfed.  After  this  event, 
the  arms  of  the  difaffefted  were  collected  in  great  numbers 
throughout  the  province  ; and  many  perfons  came  forward 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  pardon,  which 
was  extended  for  another  month.  Tranquillity  now  feemed 
to  teturn: — the  provinces  of  Munfter  and  Connaught  ma- 
nifefted  a loyal  difpofition  ; many  focieties  of  United 
Irifhmcn  difcontinued  their  meetings  ; and  the  ftrength 
of  the  organization  (exclufively  of  Ulfter)  lay  chiefly  in 
the"  metropolis  and  it’s  neighbouring  counties,  Dublin, 
Kildare,  Meath,  Weflmeath,  and  the  King’s  county. 
The  a6live  leaders,  however,  of  this  dreadful  confpiracy, 
were  not  idle  or  intimidated.  They  determined  to  direfl 
all  their  exertions  to  the  ^propagation  of  their  fyftem  in 
thofe  provinces  which  had  hitherto  been  but  partially  in- 
felled.  With  this  view,  emilTaries  were  fent  into  the  fouth 
and  weft  in  grcat^  numbers  ; who,  at  laft,  proved  too 
fuccefsful  in  introducing  the  fame  difturbances  in  Munfter, 
with  which  the  northern  province  had  been  fo  feverely 
vifited. 

In  order  to  engage  the  peafantry  in  the  fouthern  coun- 
ties, particularly  Waterford  and  Cork,  more  earneftly  in 
their  caufe,  the  United  Iriihmen,  in  urging  their  general 
principles,  dwelt,  with  peculiar  . energy,  on  the  oppref- 
fivenefs  of  tythes  , and  the  old  luhiteboy  practices  of  burn- 
ing corn,  and  houghing  the  cattle  of  thofe  againft  whom 
their  refentment  was  dictated,  were  very  generally  prac- 
tifed  ih  thofe  counties.  The  better  alfo  to  excite  the  re- 
fentment of  the  Romanifts,  fabricated  and  falfe  tefls  were 
repreiented  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate  them, 
and  were  induftrioufly  difleminated  through  the  provinces 
of  Leinfter,  Munfter,  and  Connaught.  Reports  were 
frequently  circulated  amongft  the  ignorant  of  that  denomi- 
nation, that  large  bodies  of  men  were  approaching  to  put 
VoL.  HI.  tliecti 
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them  to  death: — The  fedu£tion  of  the  militaly  was  alfo 
attempted  ; and  printed  papers  circulated  amongft  the  pri- 
vates and  non-commifiioned  officers,  urging  them  to  in- 
fubordination  and  revolt. 

So  early  as  1 796,  the  revolutionifts  received  intimation 
from  one  of  fheir  fociety  (then  at  Paris)  that  the  ftate  of 
this  country  had  been  reprefented  to  the  government  of 
France  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  induce  them  to  reiolve  on 
fending  a force  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  it  to 
feparate  itfclf  from  Great  Britain ; and  an  extraordinary 
meeting  of  the  executive  of  the  union  was  convened,  to 
take  the  propofal  into  conlideration.  The  refult  of  their 
deliberations  was,  to  accept  of  the  affiftance  thus  held  out 
to  them  by  the  French  diredlory.  An  agent  was  accord- 
ingly  difpatched  to  acquaint  the  dIredory  with  this  de- 
termination, who  received  aflurances  that  the  French 
armament  fhould  be  fent  asfpeedily  as  it  could  be  prepared. 
Accordingly,  a meflenger  from  the  French  republic  ar- 
rived here  in  October,  1796,  to  communicate  to  the  lead- 
ers of  the  confpiracy,  that  the  French  intended  to  invade 
this  kingdom  fpeedily  with  1500  men,  and  a great  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition : which  attempt  was  adtually 
made  in  the  month  of  December  following,  when  a French 
fleet,  with  a large  body  of  troops  on  board,  arrived  at 

gantry-bay: happily,  however,  their  defigns  were,  at 

this  time,  fruflrated* 

From  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  until  the  beginning 
of  the  enfuing  year,  the  difaffefled  feemed  to  expert  the 
immediate  return  of  the  enemy  : but  in  the  fpring  of  1797, 
the  executive  of  the  union,  thinking  the  French  dilatory 
in  their  preparations,  difpatched  a confidential  perfon  to 
prefs  for  affiftance.  The  northern  part  of  the  kingdom 
became  now  anxious  and  impatient  for  infurre£tion ; and 
the  executive  of  the  union,  fearing  a premature  rifing 

might 
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might  take  place,  fenta  fecond  agent  to  France  OiW  more 
warmly  to  urge  a fpeedy  affiftance.  This  agent  was  au- 
thorifed  to  give  France  afTurances  of  being  repaid  the  full 
expcnces  of  any  future  armament  fhe  might  fend  to  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  of  the  laft  which  had  mifcarried  ; the  fum 
to  be  raifed  by  the  confifcation  of  the  lands  of  the  church, 
and  of  the  property  of  their  oppofers.  He  was  alfo  charg- 
ed to  negociate,  if  poffible,  a loan  on  the  above  fecurity  to 
the  amount  of  half  a million,  or  at  leaft  ^300,000,  for  the 
immediate  purpofes  of  the  union  ; and  directions  were 
given  him,  that  in  cafe  France  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  advance  fo  large  a fum,  he  fhould  addrefs  himfelf  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  for  that  purpofe. 

However  defirous  the  executive  of  the  union  were  of 
obtaining  afUflance  in  men,  arms  and  money,  they  were 
yet  averfe  to  a greater  force  being  lent  than  might  enable 
them  to  fubvert  the  government,  and  retain  the  power  of 
the  country  in  their  own  hands : but  the  French  were  whol- 
ly difinclined  to  fend  rmy  force  here  which  might  not, 
from  it*s  magnitude,  give  them  hopes  of  conquering  the 
kingdom,  and  retaining  it  afterwards  in  fubjeClion  to  them- 
felves.  N 

Previous  to  this  miflion  from  Ireland,  a confidential  per- 
fon  was  fent  by  the  French  direCfory  to  colleCt  information 
refpeCIing  the  ftate  of  this  country ; but  failing  to  obtain  the 
neceflary  pafTports  in  London^  for  coming  over  here,  he 
wrote  to  requeft,  that  a perfon  might  be  fent  from  hence 
to  meet  him  in  London.  On  this  oceafion,  it  is  faid,  the 
late  Lord  Edward  hitzgerald  was  deputed  to  fumifh  the" 
French  agent  with  every  neceifary  intelligence.  The 
directory,  on  their  part,  gave  the  Irifh  agents  fent  to  Paris, 
the  ftrongeft  alTurances  of  fupport ; and  did  accordingly, 
during  the  fummer,  make  preparations  of  a very  extenfive 

Qjt  nature. 
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nature,  both  at  the  Texel  and  at  Brejl^  for  the  invafion  of 
Ireland : and  in  the  autumn  following,  the  executive  of 
the  union  received  intelligence,  that  the  troops  were  actual- 
ly embarked  at  the  Texei^  and  only  waited  for  a favourable 
wind. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  wa$ 
on  the  point  of  failing,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was 
announced  to  the  focieties  as  at  hand  ; the  troops  had  been 
actually  on  board,  commanded  by  general  Daendells,  but 
were  fuddenly  difembarked.  But  the  Dutch  fleet,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  their  ownadniiral  (as  is  generally  believed) 
was,  at  the  inflance  of  the  French  government,  obliged  to 
put  to  fea  *,  which  led  to  admiral  Duncan’s  memorable 
victory  of  the  i ith  of  October,  1797. 

The  leaders  of  the  North,  and  thofe  of  Leinfter, 
differed  materially  in  opinion  : the  latter  were  not  inclined 
for  immediate  infurreCtion ; the  former  had  grown  impa- 
tient ; and  wifhed  to  pufh  matters  forward,  without  wait- 
ing any  longer  for  foreign  afiiftance.  Thefe  now  propofed 
acting  without  the  approbation  of  the  Leinfter  delegates  ; 
and  their  plan  was,  to  feize  the  caflle  of  Dublin,  ordnance 
{lores,  magazine,  &c.  and  to  truft  to  the  mob  ot  Dublin 
for  afiiftance.  From  fome  military  precautions  at  that 
time  adopted  in  the  garrifon,  this  plan  was  abandon- 
ed. (a) 

In 

(a)  That  the  infurgents  of  Ulfter  intended  an  aClual  rifing  in  1797, 
appears  from  feveral  papers  which  were  feized,  and  arc  now  publifhed 
in  the  14th  appendix  to  the  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  17981 

Hating,  that  on  the  17th  of  June,  1797,  a meeting  of  colonels  was  held 
for  the  county  of  Down,  at  Sainijitld \ when  one  of  them  told  the  captains 
of  his  regiment,  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  national  committee 
to  make  a rifing  in  the  next  week;  and  defired  them  to  go  home,  and  caufc 
their  men  to  prepare  their  arms.  On  the  fifth  of  that  month,  meflages 
pafied  between  the  adjutant-general  of  Down  and  the  colonels ; they  urged 

the 
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In  February,  179.8,  a military  committee  was  appoirUed 
by  the  executive ; and  detailed  military  inftru^ions  were 
ifliied  by  the  adjutant-generals  of  the  union  ; by  which 
they  were  required,  to  report  the  ftate  of  the  rebel  regi- 
ments within  their  dilfrids ; the  number  of  miles,  the 
roads,  rivers,  bridges  and  fords  ; the  military  pofltions  ; 
the  capacity  of  the  towns  and  villages  to  receive  troops  ; 
to  communicate  the  movements  of  the  king’s  troops  ; 
to  announce  the  firft  appearance  of  the  French  ; and  im- 
mediately to  collecSl:  their  force,  See.  &c. 

Scarcely  a night  now  palled,  without  numerous  mur- 
ders : In  many  places,  the  Ipyal  inhabitants,  were  obliged 
to  fly  for  fhelter  into  the  garrifon  towns ; and,  in  open 
day,  about  800  infurgents,  principally  mounted,  invefled 
the  town  of  Cahir^  in  the  county  of  Tipperary  ; held  pof- 
feflion  of  it,  until  they  had  made  regular  fearch  in  every 
houfe  ; and  carried  ofF,  in  triumph^,  all  the  arms  and  am=r 
munition  they  could  find. 

The  prudent  meafures  taken  by  government  bafHed> 
l^owever,  for  foi?ie  time,  the  deligns  of  the  infurgents  5 
and  from  the  accurate  information  that  was  received,  fe- 
veral  of  the  Leinfter  provincial  commiuee  were,  on  the 
I2th  of  March  follou’ing,  arrefted,  and  their  papers  feiz- 
ed,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Oliver  Bond^  in  Bridge-ftreet, 
Dublin.  Thefe  papers  dilcovered  a plan  for  a general  ri- 
fing  ; the  outline  of  which  was,  to’  furprife  the  metropolis;, 
the  camp  then  at  LaughlinJlGwn^  and  the  artillery  ftationed 
at  Chapelizodf  on  the  fame  night  5 in  which  attack,  the 

counties 

ihc  adjutant-general  to  put  the  county  of  Down  in  motion,  or,  that  if.  he 
declined  it,  they  would  find  a man  who  could  do  fo.  A meflage  was  alfo 
received,  and  delivered  upon  oath,  that  the  county  of  Antrim  intended 
icizingon  the  maglftrates  aflembled  at  Antrim  at  the  Seffions,  as 
the  beginnipg  of  their  rifiog. 
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counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Kildare  were  to  co- 
operate. The  infurreflion  being  commenced,  (thefignal 
for  announcing  which,  was  to  be  the  detention  of  the 
mail  coaches)  it  was  expelled  the  north  and  fouth  would 
alfo  rife.  The  reader  may  find  a particular  detail  of  the 
circumftance  above  dated,  with  corroborative  proofs,  in 
the  printed  report  of  the  fecret  committee  of  the  houle  of 
commons,  1798,  and  the  feveral  appendixes  thereto  an» 
nexed. 

On  the  iith  of  May,  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
ilTued  a proclamation  for  the  apprehenfion  of  Lord  Edwari. 
Fitzgerald ; information  having  been  received,  that  he  was 
principally  concerned  in  the  rebellion  ; and  on  the  19th, 
he  was  taken  into  cuftody  by  W.  B.  Swan,  efq;  affifted 
by  Cap.  Ryan  of  the  yeomanry,  and  deputy  town-major 
Sirr.  Againft  this  attempt,  his  lordfhip  rpade  fuch  a vi- 
gorous refiftance,  that  both  Captain  Ryan  and  Lord  Ed- 
ward fliortly  after  died  of  the  wounds  they  had  mutually 
received.  Mr.  Swan  was  alfo  dangeroufly  wounded  by 
Lord  Edward,  but  providentially  recovered.  This  arreft 
was  made  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Murphy^  a feather-merchant, 
in  Thomas-fircet^  Dublin.  Captain  Ryan  died  the  30th  of 
May ; and  Lord  Edward  expired,  in  great  ^gony>  on  tfie 
3d  of  June  following. 

On  the  2 1 ft  of  May,  an  official  letter  from  Lord  CaJlUg‘ 
reagh  was  received  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  follows  : 

“ I amdirected  by  the  lord  lieutenant  to  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  difafte^fed  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood 
of  Dublin,  have  been  daring  enough  to  form  a plan  for 
the  purpofe  of  pofleffing  themfelves,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  week,  of  the  metropolis ; and  of  feizing  the  ex- 
ecutive government,  and  thofe  of  authority  within  the  city. 
His  excellency,  fully  informed  of  their  defig  ns,  has  made 
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the  neceflary  military  arrangements  for  completely  de- 
feating their  defperate  purpofe,  and  for  giving  the  fulled 
fccurity  tQ  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  loyal  and  weli- 
difpofed.  His  excellency,  neverthelefs,  feels  it'  his  duty 
to  intimate  their  traitorous  defigns  to  your  lordlhip  ; and 
relies,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  magiftracy  and  the 
king’s  loyal  fubjeCls,  you  will  exert  the  utmbft  poflible 
energy  in  preferving  tranquillity  within  the  bounds  of  the 
metropolis  5 that  your  lordlhip,  without  lofs  of  time,  will 
caufe  the  ftriCleft  fearch  to  be  made  for  concealed  arms  ; 
and  adopt  fuch  meafures  of  general  precaution,  as  (hall  ap- 
pear beft  calculated  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  rebellious 
againd  the  king’s  goyernrnent  and  our  invaluable  conditu- 
tion.”  In  confequcnce  of  this  letter,  a cautionary  notice 
was  circulated  by  the  chief  magiftratc,  requeding  his  feU 
low-citizens  to  keep  within  their  houfes  as  much  as  poflible, 
after  fun-fet,  in  that  time  of  peril,  as  the  fl;rcets  fbould  be 
kept  as  clear  as  poflible,  in  cafe  any  tumult  or  rifing  to  fup- 
port  rebellion  (hould  be  attepiptcd,  in  order  that  the  troops 
might  aCl  with  cffeCl,  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance,  without 
injuring  the  innocent. 

Thus  far,  as  to  the  private  proceedings  of  the  confplra- 
tors,  previous  to  the  public  infurreClion,  which  was  now 
about  to  take  place. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Commencement  of  the  rehcUion  in  1798. — DiJIurbanees  at  San^ 

try, — Cromlin, Tullagh. Saggar  d. — N aas,-^  Baltin- 

! g!afs,-—Profperous* — Clain* — Kilcullen. — Hacketjiown.  — 
Dunlavin, — Engagement  at  Tara  HilL^-Proclamation  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  council, — Notice  from  the  magif 
trates  of  Dublin  to  its  inhabitants,'^ Addrefs  from  the  loyal 
Roman  Catholics  to  ihofe  concerned  in  the  rebellion. 


H E rebellion  of  1 798  broke  out  on  the  23d  of  May  5 
on  the  night  of  which,  the  northern  mail-coach  was 
flopped  at  Santry^  (within  a few  miles  of  Dublin)  by  paeans 
of  cars  which  were  placed  in  a certain  part  of  the  road,  fo 
as  to  obflruO  the  paflage  of  the  coach,  which  having  ar- 
rived at  this  point,  was  furrounded  by  fome  armed  per- 
fons,  who  faid  they  did  not  intend  any  harm,  but  merely 
wiflied  to  prevent  the  contents  of  the  mail  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  a great  body  of  infurgents,  that  were  a 
little  further  on.  The  coachman  and  guard,  conceived  by 
fuch  language,  that  their  obftruclion  proceeded  from  no 
evil  defign,  and  made  no  refiftance  ; they  with  the palTengers 
were  perluaded  to  go  into  a houfe  near  the  roadj,  and  were 
undeceived  only  by  feeing  the  coach  in  a few  moments  in 
flames.  In  the  adjacent  fields  a body  of  the  rebels,  a- 
rnounting  to  about  icoo,  were  afTembled : no  injury  was 
done  to  the  paflengers ; and  a fmall  remnant  of  the  letters 
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was  brought  half-burnt  to  the  poft-officc  — The  Connaught 
mail  was  alfo  flopped  between  Lucan  and  Leixlip,  broken 
to  pieces,  and  the  letters  deflroyed. 

This  was  the  lignal  for  infurre^ion  : and  accordingly 
pn  the  following  day,  a large  body  of  infurgents  alTcmbled 
between  (.  rumlin  and  Tallagh,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  . 
Saggard,  all  armed,  and  moft  of  them  well  mounted  : they 
were  oppofed  by  the  yeomanry  in  that  quarter  5 who  fired 
upon  them,  but  without  elFe61:,  and  were  obliged  to  re-  v 
treat.  , A reinforcement  of  cavalry,  (the  5th  dragoons, 
commanded  by  Lord  Roden)  fome ’time  after  arrived,  be- 
tween whom  and  the  infurgents  a conflict  enfued,  in  which 
three  of  the  latter  were  killed,  and  about  30  taken  prifon- 
ers.  A quantity  of  pikes  were  alfo  taken,  and  two  carts. 
Some  of  the  dead  bodies  were  brought  to  Dublin,  and  ex- 
pofed,  during  the  whole  of  that  day  in  the  caftle-yard  : and 
the  5th  dragoons,  in  returning  to  camp,  carried  through 
the  city,  as  trophies,  the  horfe  and  boots  belonging  to  one 
of  the  deceafed.  The  infurgents  were  arnied  with  piflols, 
(words,  blunderbulTes,  and  pikes. 

Every  necelTary  precaution  was  now  taken  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  metropolis.  The  feveral  corps  of  yeomanry 
were  flationed  at  alarm  pofls  5 pannon  were  placed  in  the 
avenues  leading  to  the  caftlc  ; the  military  preparations 
wore  the  mofl  awful  appearance ; and  exprelTes  continu- 
ally arrived,  giving  the  intelligence  of  thofe  diflurbances 
which  daily  took  place  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. 

We  fhall  endeavour  to  flate  thefe  partial  infurre^tlons, 
as  corredlly  as  poflible,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
occurred,  and  thereby  fhew  the  gradual  proceedings  of  the 
rebels,  ' 
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2^ih.  On  this  day,  at  about  half  paft  two  o’clock  ira 
the  morning,  the  rebels  made  a regular  attack  upon  the  towu 
of  Naas,  of  whicn  the  following  account  is  given  by  Lord 
Gosford  and  Majo'i  Wardle^  in  a letter  to  Lieutenant-general 
Lake.  « A dragoon  from  an  outpoft  came  in,  and  in- 
formed Major  War  die  of  the  Antient  Britifh,  that  a very 
confiderable  armed  body  was  approaching  rapidly  upon 
the  town  y the  whole  garrifon  were  inftantly  under  arms, 
and  took  their  pofitioi^  according  to  a plan  previoufly 
formed,  in  cale  pf  fuch  an  event  happening,  They  made 
an  attack  upon  our  troops  polled  near  the  gaol,  with  great 
violence,  but  were  repulfed : they  then  n>ade  a general 
attack  in  almoft  every  direftipn,  as  they  had  got  polleffion 
pf  almoft  eyery  avenue  into  the  town ; They  continued 
to  engage  the  troops  for  near  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  they  gave  way,  and  fled  on  all  lides.  The  cavalry 
immediately  took  advantage  of  their  confuliori,  charged 
in  almoft  every  dire<ftion,  and  killed  a great  number  of 
them.”  It  appears  that  the  rebels  at  this  place  were  above 
looo  ftrong  \ about  30  of  them  were  killed  in  the  ftreets, 
and  above  100  in  the  fields  ; a great  quantity  of  arms  and 
pikes  were  taken ; and  much  more  was  Ihortly  afterwards 
found  in  pits  near  the  town. 

The  fame  day,  other  attacks  were  made  by  the  rebels 
in  different  parts  of  the  counties  of  Kildare  and  Wicklow. 
About  one  o’clock  they  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Baltinglafsy  to  the  amount  pf  at  leaft  fopr  or  five  hundred. 
Thirty  of  the  Antrim  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Macauley  and  Cornet  Lovcy  with  twenty  of  the 
9th  dragoons,  were  fent  to  attack  them ; but  the  inftant 
that  they  were  advancing  upon  them  in  the  town  of  StraU 
ford  upon  Slattey^  Captain  Stratford  appeared  at  the  other 
end  of  the  town,  with  part  of  his  corps : the  rebels  were 
attacked  on  both  fides,  and  completely  routed,  leaving  near 
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2^  men  killed,  belides  many  wounded,  amongft  thofe  who 
had  made  their  efcape. 

The  town  of  Profperous  alfo  fuffcred  confiderably ; at 
which  place,  a party  of  the  Cork  militia,  under  Captain 
Sivayne,  was  ftationed.  Several  of  the  rebels  had,  on  the 
day  before,  made  a furrender  of  their  pikes  to  Captain 
Swayne,  under  a pretence  of  returning  to  their  allegiance ; 
but  on  the  24th,  the  barrack  was  aU?icked,  and  fet  on  fire; 
where  Captain  S^yayne,  and  the  whole  detachment  being 
locked  up,  were  inhumanly  deftroyed.  Part  of  this  town 
belonged  to  Mr.  Stamer,  who  was  alfo  put  to  death  by  the 
inlurgcnts ; as  was  alfo  Mr.  Brewer,  a refpedfable  manu^ 
fa /'furer,  whofe  body  was  mangled  with  favage  barbarity  2 
They  alfo  maflacreed  a poor  old  naan,  upwards  of  feventy 
years  of  age,  who  had  ferved  as  a fergeant  in  his  Majefty*s 
forces  : and  after  committing  thefe  cruel  atrocities,  they 
■exclaimed,—”  are  the  her  dies  P down  with  the 

heretics 

At  plain,  an  adlion  took  place  *,  where  the  rebels  were 
defeated  by  a party  of  the  army  and  Mr.  Griffith's  yeomanry, 
who  behaved  with  the  greateft  fpirit.  A fmall  party  of  thp 
Suffolk  Fencibles,  moving  from  Bart etji own  to  Kildare^ 
■were  attacked  in  a narrow  pafs  by  a confiderable  force, 
and  lofi  all  their  baggage.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lucan^ 
the  iiifurgents  affembled  with  pikes,  &c.  but  a party  of 
the  military  fell  upon  them,  and  routed  them  with  great 
llaughter,  leaving  90  of  them  dead  on  the  field.  They 
likewife  aflembled  near  Lusk^  and  proceeded  to  commit 
depredations : they  furprifed  and  attacked  ten  men  of  the 
Fermanagh  militia,  but  were  at  length  routed,  with  the  lofs 
of  50  men  killed,  and  a number  taken  prifoners.  At 
Col  Ion  alfo,  where  they  had  colledted  in  great  force,  they 
were  completely  routed.  The  town  of  Ballimore  was  at- 
tacked; and  at  firfi:  the  9th  dragoons  were  fomewhat 

checked ; 
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checked  : however,  they  rallied,  and  beat  the  infurgents  5 
but  Captain  M'Fartand  of  the  Tyrone^  was  unfortunately 
killed^ 

A principal  confli£l  now  took  place  near  Kihullen^  con- 
cerning which,  the  following  particulars  are  extra£led 
from  a letter  of  Lieutenant-general  Dundas  to  Lord  Vife. 
Caftlereagh,  dated  25th  of  May,  1798.  About  2 o’clock 
P.  M.  yefterday,  I marched  out  again  to  attack  the  rebels, 
who  had  alTembled  in  great  force  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
Liffey^  and  were  advancing  toward  Kilcullen-bridge,  they 
occupied  the  hills  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  Dublin, 
the  road  itfclf,  and  the  fields,  high  inclofed  on  the  right. 
The  attack  began  between  three  and  four — was  made  with 
great  gallantry  ; the  infantry  forcing  the  enemy  on  the 
road,  and  driving  them  from  the  hills  on  the  left ; the 
cavalry,  with  equal  fuccefs,  cutting  off  their  retreat : — The 
affair  ended  foon  after  four  ; the  fiaughter  was  confiderable 
for  fuch  an  a£lion  ; 130  lay  dead,  no  prifoners  : his  Ma- 
jefty’s  troops  did  not  fuffer  in  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  rebels  left  great  quantities  of  arms  behind  them,  and 
fled  in  all  direflions.  General  Welford,  fr^om  Kildare, 
joined  me  laft  night.  Captain  La’  Touche’s  corps  of 
yeomanry  difiinguifhed  themfelves  in  a high  flilc.” 

Such  were  the  pleafing  accounts  received  of  the  defeat 
of  the  rebels  in  the  different  places  before  mentioned. 
At  the  borders  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  however,  near 
Dunboyne,  a rebel  party  affembled,  who  got  poffefiaon 
of  fome  military  baggage,  and  committed  many  outrages. 
Several  of  them  alfo  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Clondalkin,  and  about  Rathfarnham : thefe  were  purfued 
and  overtaken  by  a party  of  the  military  ; many  of  them 
were  killed,  and  others  made  prifoners  : the  bodies  of 
three  of  the  moft  aflive  and  defperate  of  them,  were 
brought  to  Dublin  5 they  were  hung  up  in  Barrack- ftreet 
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for  feveral  hours,  with  the  pikes  which  they  carried  af- 
fixed to  them  ; and  exhibited  the  moft  dreadful  examples 
of  that  rebellious  fpirit  which  had  been  infufed  into  thefe 
deluded  people. 

Mayy  The  infurgents  approached  towards  Hacketf- 
town,  in  confequence  cf  which,  Lieu.  Gardiner,  with  the 
men  under  his  command,  and  a party  of  yeomanry,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hardy,  went  out  to  meet  them.  Having 
reconnoitred  their  force,  which  amounted  to  between 
three  and  four  thoufand,  they  took  poft  on  the  hill  under 
the  church  ; and  when  the  rebels  came  tolerably  near, 
the  officers  and  men  made  a feint,  and  retreated  into  the 
barrack  : the  rebels,  feeing  this,  came  forward  with  a great 
ihout,  imagining  they  were  certain  of  vidlory ; but  in  a few 
minutes.  Captain  Hume  came  up  with  a party  of  his  troop, 
and  inftantly  charged  them,  on  which  they  retreated: 
a general  purfuit  took  place,  and  fo  compleat  was  the  rout, 
that  above  500  of  the  mifereants  lay  dead  on  the  field - 
The  condufl  of  Captain  Hume  on  this  occafion,  merited 
the  higheft  applauie  ; for  though  his  right  arm  was  in  a 
fling,  owing  to  a very  fevere  fall  from  his  horfe,  which 
prevented  his  uling  his  fword,  he  headed  his  men  with 
gallantry,  and  afled  with  a fpirit  which  furprifed  every 
one,  conlidering  his  fituation’^.  On  the  part  of  the  loyal- 
ifts,  not  one  man  was  in  the  leaft  injured,  except  one 
foldier  who  received  a contufion  in  his  arm  ; and  Lieu- 
tenant Gardiner,  who  received  a fevere  blow  of  a flonc  on 
the  breaft  from  a villain  whofe  life  he  had  juft  faved,  and 
who  was  thereupon,  fliot  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

The  fame  day,  a confiderable  body  of  the  infurgents 
were  defeated  near  Dunlavin,  with  the  lofs  of  near  300. 
A party  of  them  alfo,  to  the  amount  of  feven  hundreds, 

were 
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were  attacked  by  a detachment  of  militia  and  yeomanry, 
and  driven  into  the  town  of  Baltinglafs,  with  the  lofs  of 
about  159  men. 

May,  26ik,  A great  number  of  the  rebels  were  now  collected 
at  Tara-hill ; and  the  proceedings  againft  them  at  this  place 
are  thus  ftated,  in  a letter  from  Captain  Scobie  of  the  Reay 
Fencibles  to  Lieutenant-general  Lake,  dated  Dunftiaughlin, 
May  the  27th.  The  divifion  confifting  of  five  companies 
of  his  Majefty’s  Reay  regiment  of  fencible  infantry,  which 
I have  the  honor  to  command,  arrived  here  yefterday 
morning,  according  to  route,  accompanied  by  Lord  FingaFs 
troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  Captain  Prefton’s  troop  of  ca- 
valry, Lower-Kells  do.  and  Captain  Molloy’s  company  of 
yeoman  infantry.  At  half  pad  three  P.  M,  I was  inform- 
ed that  a confiderable  force  of  the  rebel  infurgents  had 
taken  ftation  on  Tara- hill  5 I inftantly  detached  three 
companies  of  our  diviiion,  with  one  field  piece,  and  the 
above  corps  of  yeomanry,  to  the  fpot,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  M‘Lean  of  the  Reay^s ; the  ifTue  of  which 
anfwered  my  mod  fanguine  expedlation.  The  rebels  fled 
in  all  diredtions  \ 350  Were  found  dead  in  the  field  this 
morning,  among  whom  is  their  commander,  in  full  uni- 
form. Our  lofs  is  inconiiderable ; being  9 rank  and  file 
, killed,  and  id  rank  and  file  wounded.” 

As  this  was' an  aflion  of  fome  importance,  we  fhall  flats 
the  circumftances  more  in  detail  from  the  account  given  by 
Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  in  his  hi  (lory  of  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  which  is  related  in  the  following  words. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  the 
ofiicers  of  the  Navan  cavalry,  John  Prcflon,  Efq;  cap- 
tain 5 Philip  Barry,  Lieutenant,  wrote  a letter  to  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the  garrifon  at  Kells,  to  requefl  that 
he  would  fend  them  fuch  troops  as  he  could  fparefor 

their 
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their  proteflion  ; si  private  of  captain  Gorges’s  yeo^ 
xnanry  had  arrived  there,  and  informed  them  of  the 
atrocities  committed  at  Dunboyne  and  Dunfhaughlin  t 
and  that  the  rebels  had  planted  the  tree  of  liberty  at  the 
latter. 

Captain  Molloy,  who  commanded  at  Kells,  on  receiv- 
ing that  intelligence,  marched  the  yeomen  cavalry  and 
infantry  of  that  town,  to  relieve  them ; but  finding  on 
his  arrival  there,  that  the  town  was  not  immediately 
threatened  with  an  attack,  he  returned  to  Kells,  for 
the  protedion  of  its  inhabitants,  and  of  a large  depot 
of  ammunition  in  that  town,  which  lay  expofed  in  .his 
abfencc. 

It  was  then  determined,  that  the  Kells  cavalry,  with 
a detachment  of  the  Navan  troop,  fhould  proceed  to- 
wards Dunfhaughlin,  and  reconnoitre  the  enemy  ; and 
they  having  difeovered  that  the  mafs  of  the  people  were 
in  a date  of  infurre^lion,  and  were  committing  various 
enormities,  Mr.  Barry,  lieutenant  of  the  latter,  wrote  tl^e 
following  letter  to  captain  Molloy,  at  Kells  : 

“ Sir, 

Prepare  your  yeomanry  immediately,  as  an  infurreftion 
has  appeared  from  Dublin  to  Dunfhaughlin,  and  numbers 
have  been  murdered.  Communicate  this  to  all  the  other 
ofRcers.” 

In  confequence  of  this,  Captain  Molloy  appri2ed  the 
different  yeomen  officers  of  thefe  alarming  circumftanccs  ; 
and  recommended  to  them  to  be  in  readinefs.  Captain 
Prefton,  commanding  the  Navan  cavalry,  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  Reay  fencibles  were  to  be  in  Navan  on  the 
night  of  the  twenty- fifth  of  May,  on  their  route  to  Dublin, 
refolvcd  to  join  them,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  obtain  their 
co-operation  in  attacking  next  day  the  rebels,  whom  he 
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had  reconnoitred  in  great  force,  at  Dunfliaughlih  ; and 
they  having  complied,  and  all  the  yeomanry  in  the  ad- 
jacent country  having  joined  them,  they  proceeded  at 
break-of-day,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fixth  of 
May,  from  Navan,  to,  attack  the  enemy  at  Dunfliaugh- 
lin. 

On  their  arrival  there,  they  found  that  the  rebels  had 
changed  their  pofition  ; and  as  they  could  not  learn  whi- 
ther they  had  gone,  the  Reay  fencibles,  having  refolved  to 
quit  them,  fet  out  for  Dublin,  and  the  yeomanry  determin- 
ed to  retire  to  their  refpe£live  homes,  which  would  have 
' been  fatal  to  the  whole  country,  as  the  rebels  would  have 
fpread  univerfal  defolation. 

Captain  Prellon,  now  lord  Tara,  then  followed  the 
Reay  fencibles,  who  had  proceeded  two  miles  on  their 
march,  and  informed  the  commanding  officer  that  he 
would  engage  to  find  out  the  rebels  in  two  hours,  if  he 
would  confent  to  flay  ; but  having  refufed  to  comply,  he 
informed  him,  that  he  would  proceed  to  Dublin,  and 
obtain  an  order  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  him  to  re- 
turn, before  he  could  proceed  half  way  on  his  march  ; 
on  which  he  confented  to  return,  and  gave  him  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  men,  and  one  battalion  gun,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  captain  Blanch  ; and  they  were  joined  by  the 
yeomanry,  commanded  by  Lord  Fingal  and  Captain 
Preflon. 

After  going  fome  time  in  queft  of  the  rebels,  they  found 
them  very  flrongly  polled  on  Tara-hill,  where  they  had 
been  four  hours,  and  were  about  four  thoufand  in  number; 
and  the  country  people  were  flocking  to  them  in  great 
multitudes  from  every  quarter.  They  plundered  the  houles 
in  all  the  adjacent  country  of  provifions  of  every  kind, 
and  were  proceeding  to  cook  their  vidlualS|  having  lighted 
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near  forty  fires.  They  hoifted  white  flags  in  their  camps. 
The  hill  of  Tara  is  very  fteep,  and  the  upper  part  is  fur- 
toundcd  by  three  circular  Danifh  forts,  with  ramparts  and 
foffes  i and  on  the  top  lies  the  church-yard,  furrounded 
with  a wall,  which  the  rebels  regarded  as  their  citadel,  and 
confidered  as  impregnable.’* 

“ The  king’s  troops,  including  the  yeomanry',  might  have 
amounted  to  about  four  hundred.  As  foon  as  the  rebels 
perceived  them,  they  put  their  hats  on  the  tops  of  their 
pikes,  fent  forth  fomc  dreadful  yells,  and  at  the  fame  time 
began  to  jump,  and  put  themfelves  in  various  Angular 
attitudes,  as  if  bidding  defiance  to  their  adverfaries,.  They 
then  began  to  advance,  firing  at  the  fame  time,  but  in  an  _ 
irregularmanner  ** 

Our  line  of  infantry  advanced  with  the  greateft  coolnefs, 
and  did  not  fire  a fhot  until  they  were  within  fifty  yards  o£ 
them.  One  part  of  the  cavalry,  commanded  by  lord  Fin- 
gal,  was  ordered  to  the  right,  the  other  to  the  left,  to 
prevent  our  line  from  being  outflanked,  which  the  enemy 
endeavoured  to  accomplifii.  The  rebels  made  three  def- 
peratc  onlets,  and  in  the  laft  laid  hold  of  the  cannon ; but 
the  officer  who  commanded  the  gun,  having  laid  the  match 
to  it,  before  they  could  completely  furround  it,  proftratedv 
ten  or  twelve  of  the  aflailants,  and  difperfed  the  remainder. 
The  Reay  fencibles  preferved  their  line,  and  fired  with 
as  much  coolnefs  as  if  they  had  been  exercifing  on  a field- 
day.’* 

« They  at  length  routed  the  rebels,*  who  fled  in  all  di- 
reaions,  after  having  loft  about  four  hundred  in  killed 
and  wounded.  In  their  flight,  they  threw  away  their  arms 
VoL.  III.  R and 

• In  their  pockets,  popifh  prayer-books,  beads,  rofaries,  crucifixes, 
pious  ejaculations  to  our  Saviour  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  republican 
foBgs,  were  found,  and  fcapulars  on  the  bodies  of  many  of  them. 
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and  ammunition,  and  every  thing  that  could  encumber 
•them.  We  took  three  hundred  horfes,  all  their  provi- 
ijons,  arms,  ammunition  and  baggage,  and  eight  of  the 
Reay  fencibles  whom  they  had  taken  prifoiiers  two  days 
^ before,  and  whom  they  implbyed  to  drill  therh. 

It  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  brave  Rea  feii- 
cibles  loft  twenty-lix  men  in  killed  and  wounded  ; and  the 
Upper  Kells  infantry  had  one  killed,  and  five  wounded. 

“ The  king’s  troops  would  have  remained  on  the  field 
all  night,  but  that  they  had  not  a fingle  cartridge  left, 
either  for  the  gun  or  the  fmall  arms.  The  prifoners,  of 
whom  they  took  a good  many,  informed  our  officers,  that 
their  intention  was  to  have  proceeded  that  night  to  plunder 
Navan,  and  then  Kells,  where  there  was  a great  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  little  or  no  force  to  protedf  it  ; and 
that,  when  they  had  fucceeded,  they  expeded,  according 
to  a preconcerted  plan,  to  have  been  joined  by  a great, 
number  of  infurgents  from  Meath,  Weftmeath,  Louth, 
Monaghan  and  Cavan,  and  to  have  releafed  all  the  prifoners 
-confined  in  Trim^  where  they  would  not  have  met  with  any 
.oppofition. 

So  general  an  infurreeftion  might  have  been  fatal  to  the 
kingdom,  for  the  rebellion  in  Wexford  and  Kildare  was 
raging  with  inextinguifhable  fury : It  was  ftill  deftru(ftive, 
in  Wicklow  and  Carlow,  and  the  mafs  of  the  people,  in 
many  parts  of  Lelnfter  and  Munfter,  were  on  the  point  of 
riiing. 

“ The  garrlfon  of  Dublin  was  fo  weak,  and  fo  much  ex- 
haufted  by  fatigue  in  the  fevere  duty  v/hich  they  under- 
went, in  endeavouring  to  prevent  its  difaffe^fed  inhabitants 
from  riling,  that  they  could  not  fend  any  troops  to  the  ad- 
jacent country. 

Part 
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« Part  of  the  rebels  who  fled  from  Tara,  retired  to 
the  bogs  of  Meath  and  Kidare,  where  they  continued 
for  three  weeks  to  plunder  and  defolate  the  furrounding 
country. 

**  The  earl  of  Fingal,  who  commanded  the  yeomanry  in 
this  action,  fhewed  great  fpirit  and  courage  in  it;  for  which, 
and  his  noted  loyalty  and  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  his  king  and 
country,  during  the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy  and  rebelli- 
on, he  became  fo  obnoxious  to  the  difaffeefled  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  that  it  was  refolved  to  cut  him  off ; and  his  af- 
faffination  was  to  have  been  a Cgnal  for  a general  maffacre 
of  all  the  loyalifts  in  that  county. 

“ I think  it  right  alfo  to  fay,  that  Captain  Molloy,  who 
commanded  the  yeomen  infantry,  under  lord  Fingal,  dif- 
played  the  mofl:  fteady  and  deliberate  valour  ; and  that  the 
officers  and  privates  under  him  fought  with  the  coolnefs  of 
veterans.’’ — Thus  far  Sir  R.  Mufgrave. 

This  infurre^lion  now  called  for  the  prompt  exertions  of 
government  to  fupprefs  it : accordingly  the  following  pro- 
clamation was  publiflied  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
council. 

Whereas  a traitorous  confpiracy  exifting  within  this 
kingdom,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of  his  Majefty 
and  the  parliament,  and  for  the  deftruflion  of  the  eftablifh- 
ed  conftitution  and  government,  hath  conflderably  ex- 
tended itfelf,  and  hath  broken  out  into  a£ls  of  open  violence 
and  rebellion.” 

“We  have  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Privy  Council,  iffued  the  moft  direct  and  pofltive 
orders  to  the  offleers  commanding  his  Majefly’s  forces, 
to  employ  them  with  the  utmofl:  vigour  and  decifion, 
for  the  immediate  fupprcflion  thereof,  and  alfo  to  recover 
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the  arms  which  have  been  traitoroufly  forced  from  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  and  td  difarm  the 
rebels,  and  all  perfons  difaffe^Sted  to  his  Majefty^s  govern- 
ment, by  the  riioft  fummary  and  efFeflual  meafures,** 

And  we  do  hereby  (lri£lly  charge  ?nd  command  all  his 
Klajefty’s  peaceful  and  loyal  fubje^ls,  on  their  allegiance, 
to  aid  and  aflift,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  to  whom  wc  have 
given  it  ftridtly  in  command  to  afford  full  prote£lion  to  them, 
from  all  a£ts  of  violence  which  fhall  be  attempted  againft 
their  perfons  or  properties.’^ 

The  Lord  Mapr^  Recorder ^ mid  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Duhlirtf 
fuhlijhed  the  following  notice, 

“ By  the  right  hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
at  a petty  feflions  of  the  peace,  held  at  the  Seflion-houfe, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  faid  city,  on  Thurfday,  the  24th 
day  of  May,  1798,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment, paffed  in  the  26th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
reign,  entitled  an  aft  more  effectually  to  fupprefs  infurreo- 
tions,  and  prevent  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace.” 

“ Whereas,  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this 
kingdom,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty’s  moft 
honourable  Privy  Council,  purfuant  to  faid  aft  of  par- 
liament, has  by  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  19th  in- 
ftant,  declared  the  faid  county  of  the  City  of  Dublin  to 
be  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  in  ftate  of  diftuib- 
ance. 

« Now,  in  purluance  of  faid  aft  of  parliament  and  pro- 
clamation, we  the  underftgned  Juftices  at  faid  Petty 
Seliions,  do  hereby  notify,  that  faid  diftrift  of  the  county 
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of  the  city  of  Dublin  has  been  fo  proclaimed  : and  we  do 
command  and  require  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  keep 
within  their  dwellings  at  all  unfeafonable  times,  between 
fun-fet  and  fun-rife.  And  we  do  hereby  warn  and  cau- 
, tion  thena,  that  any  perfon  who  Ihall  within  the  county 
of  faid  city,  he  found  in  the  ftreets,  highways,  fields  or 
elfewhere  put  of  his  dwelling  or  place  of  abode,  at  any 
time,  from  ope  hopr  after  fun-fet  until  fun-rife,  will  be 
liable  under  faid  afl  of  parliament  to  be  arrefted,  and 
brought  before  twojuflices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
faid  city,  and  examined  by  them,  and  unlefs  fuch  perfon 
can  prove  to  their  fatisfadlion,  that  he  was  out  of  his 
houfe  upon  his  lawfyl  occafipns,  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  deem- 
ed an  idle  and  difordcrly  perfon,  and  (hall  be  tranfmitted 
by  the  warrant  of  fuch  juftices  to  ferve  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefty  s navy.  And  every  inhabitant  or  inmate,  who  fhali 
upon  fearch  be  found  abfent  from  his  houfe5(^  between,  the 
hours  afprefaid,  will  be  deemed  an  idle  and  diforderly 
perfon,  and  liable  to  the  fame  penalties.  And  all  perfons 
found  aflembled  \yithin  faid  piftridl  of  the  county  of  the 
city,  in  any  houfe,  in  which  malt  or  Ipirituous  liquors  are 
fold,  not  being  inmates  thereof,  or  travellers,  after  tho 
hour  of  nine  at  night,  and  before  fix  in  the  morning,  (hall 
be  liable  to  be  deemed  diforderly  perfons,  and  fubjec\  to  the 
penalties  above  fet  forth.  Given  under  our  hands  the  day 
and  year  aforefaid. 


Aldermen^ 

Tho.  Fleming,  Ld.  Mayor. 
William  Walker,  Rec. 
Samuel  Reed 
W.  Lightburne 
William  Alexander 
John  Rofe 
John  Exftiaw 
Henry  Howifon* 


Aldermen, 

Wm.  Worthington 
John  Sutton 
Charles  Thorp 
Jacob  Poole 
Henry  Hutton 
Meredyth  Jenkin 
Lundy  Foot 
James  Vance 
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As  perfons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion  have  been 
reprefented  by  fome,  as  the  principal  inftigators  of  this 
horrid  confpiracy,  it  may  not  be  improper,  before  we  pro- 
ceed farther  in  our  narrative  of  the  rebellion,  to  notice 
the  following  addrefs  which  was  publiflied  by  many  of  the 
Roman’CathoIic  nobility,  clergy  See.  upon  the  occafion. 

To  fuch  of  the  deluded  people,  now  in  rebellion  againft 

his  Majefty’s  government  in  this  kingdom,  as  profefs  the 

Roman  Catholic  religion. 

The  underfigned  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  fee^ 
themfelves  earnehly  called  on,  to  remonftrate  with  fuch  of 
the  deluded  people  of  that  perfuallon,  as  are  now  engaged 
in  open  rebellion  againfl;  his  Majelly’s  government,  on  thp 
wicked  tendency  and  confequences  of  the  condu6l  which 
they  have  embraced-  They  apprehend^  with  equal  horroj;* 
and  concern,  that  fuch  deluded  men,  in  addition  to  the 
crime  committed  againft  the  allegiance  which  they  qw^ 
to  his  Majefty,  have  in  fome  inftances  attempted  to  give 
to  their  defigns  a colour  of  zeal  for  the  religion  which  they 
profefs.  The  underfigned  profefs  equa.Uy  with  them  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  : feme  of  them  are  hifhops  o.f 
that  perfuafion  : others  are  heads  of  the  leading  families 
who  profefs  that  religion,  and  others  are  men  of  the  fame 
perfuafion,  who,  by  an  honourable  induftry  have,  under 
the  conftitution  now  fought  to  be  fubverted,  raifed  them- 
felves to  a lituation  v/hich  affords  them>  in  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  fenfe,  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  underfigned 
of  each  delcription,  concur  in  entreating  lucfi  of  the  de- 
luded, who  have  taken  up  arms  againft  the  eftabliflied 
government,  or  entered  into  engagements  tending  to  that 
eftefl,  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  by  relinquifhing 
the  treafonable  plan  in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  entitle 
themfelves  to  that  mercy  which  their  lawful  governors 
anxioufly  wifh  to  extend  to  them  : a contrary  cp.nduift 
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wiil  inevitablv  fubje^l  them  to  lofs  of  life  and  property, 
and  expofe  their  families  to  ignominy  and  beggary,  whilft 
at  the  fame  time,  it  will  tlirow  on  the  religion,  of  whieh 
they  profefs  to  be  the  advocates,  the  moft  indelible  ftain  ; 
on  thfs  point,  the  unfortunately  deluded  will  do  well  to 
confide^,  whether  the.  true  interefts  and  honour  of  the 
^oman  Catholic  Religion  are  likely  to  be  moft  confidered 
by  the  bifhops  of  that  perfuafion,  by  the  ancient  families 
who  profels^  that  religion,  and  who  have  refifted  every 
temptation  to  relinquilh  it,  by  men  who  at  once  profeffing 
it,  and.  fubmitting  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  have  arrived 
at  a ftate  of  afUuence  which  gratihes  every  wilh  ; or  by  a 
fet  of  defperate  and  profligate  men,  availing  themfelves 
of  want  of  education  and  experience  in  thofe  whom  they 
feek  to  ufe,  as.  inftruments  for  gratifying  their  own  wicked 
and’ interefted  view  : — At  all  events  the  underfigned  feel 
themfelves  bound  to  refeue  their  names  and  as  far  as  in  theni 
lies,  the  religion  which  they  profefs,  from  the  ignominy 
which  each  would  incur  from  an  appearance  of  acquiefcence 
in  fuch  criminal  and  irreligious  conducSf  ; and  they  hefitate 
not  to  declare,  that  the  accomplilhment  of  the  views  of  tlie 
deluded  of  their  perfuafion,  if  efFefledsj^  muft  be  effecSled  by 
the  dovvnfai  of  the  clergy— of  the  ancient  families— anc^ 
refpeftabie  commercial  men  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Reli- 
gion. - The  underfigned  individuals  of  each  of  which 
defeription,  hereby  publicly  declare  their  determina;- 
tion  to  hand  or  fall  with  the  prefent  exiting  confft- 
tution^  I 

Flngal,  Mathew  Donelan;  Gormanfmwn,  Francis  Bellew; 

Southwell,  James  Farrel ; Kenmare,  Val.  O’Connor  : 

Hon.  Col.  Dillon,  3d  Regt.  I.  B.  Thomas  Fitzfimons  ; 

' Philip  Lawlefs  ; Sir  Edward  Bellew ; Barry  Lawlefs  ; 

Sir  Thomas  Burke;  Malachia  Donelan  ; Robert  French; 

Gerald  Ayliner  ; Michael  Burke  ; William  Bellew  ; 

John  White ; Morgan  Kavanagh  ; R.  S.  Keating  ; 

GeraKi 
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Gerald  Aylmer ; R.  O’Connell  ; Patrick  Deafc ; 

I Richard  O’Reilly,  D.  D.  Armagh  ; John  Thomas  Troy, 
D.  D.  Dublin  ; Boetius  Egan,  D;  D.  Tuam  ; Thomas 
Bray,  D D Cafliel  ;-P  J Plunket,  Meath*,  D.  Maguire, 

D D Kilmore;  Anthony  Coyle,  D D Raphoc;  Matthew” 
Lennan,  D D Dromore  ; John  Cruife,  D D Ardagh  ; 
John  M‘Mullen,  D.  D.  Down  and  Connor  ; Dominick 
Bellew,  D D Kilalla  ; Thomas  Coftelloe,  D D Clonfert; 
Edward  French,  D D Elphin  ; Thomas  O’Connor,  D D 
Achonry  ; E.  Dillon,  D D Kilmacduagh  and  Kilfenora  } 
Charles  O’Reilly,  D D ; John  Dillon,  D D ; J.  Joyfe, 
D D Galway  ; Hugh  O’Reilly,  D D Clogher  ; Michael 
Patrick  M’Mahon,  D D Rillaloe  ; Francis  Moylap,  D D 
Cork  ; D.  Delany,  D D Leighlin  and  ^Cildare  ; James 
Caulfield,  D D Ferns  ; M Coppinger,  D D Cloyne  ; 
James  Flanigan,  D D.  OlTory  ; John  Young,  D D Li- 
merick 5 C.  O’Donnell,  of  Derry,  D D ; C Sahrue, " 
D D Ardfert  and  Aghadoe ; Rev  Peter  Flood,  D D,. 
prefident  of  the  Royal  College  of  St  Patrick,  at  May- 
nooth,  for  himfelf,  the  profeffors  and  ftudents  oi  faid 
College. 

N.  B.  The  prefTure  oi  the  moment  not  allowing  time 
to  wait  for  fignatures,  the  above  has  been  publifhed  with- 
out the  names  of  many  loyal  men,  who,  there  is  no  doubt, 
would  have  figned  it,  if  there  had  b,een  an  opportunity  of 
confuUing  them.” 
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CHAP.  X. 

Cotnrnencment  af  dtjlurhances  in  county  Wexford. -^Attack 
on  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Bucley.— -Murder  of  Mr.  Buckey  an4 
Mr.  Donovan. — Proceedings  of  the  infut  gents  at  Oulard.— 
Mr.  Haye^s  account  tf^reof — Sir  Richard  Mujgrave^s 
account  of  the  difiurbances  at  Ennifcorthy. — Proceedings  at 

Kilcullen. — - Raihangan. Blackmor  e-hill. •—-•Ballyt  ore. — 

Taghmon.- — Carloiu. — Kilcock. — Rebel  camps  formed  at 
Vine  gar -hill  and  Three  Rocks. — Addrefs  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


H E S E difturbances  now  reached  the  county  of 
Wexford.  The  infurgents  attacked  the  houfe  of  Mr 

of  Rockfpring,  (who  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Earl  of 
Mountnorris’s  corps  of  yeoman  cavalry)  which  they  burned 
to  the  ground.  exprefs  was  immediately  fent  off  to 
jpord  Mountnorris  at  his  feat  at  Camolin  \ who  being  af- 
fifted  by  a detachment  of  the  Ennifcorthy  and  Heathfield 
corps,  together  with  Captain  Richards  and  Lieutenant 
Jacob  of  the  Ennifcorthy  cavalry,  Captain  Grogan  of  the 
Heathfield  cavalry,  and  a detachment  of  Cornock’s  infan- 
try, proceeded  for  the  place.  An  advanced  guard  was 
detached  from  the  main  body  ; who,  on  their  coming  to 
the  fpot,  found  the  infurgents  burning  the  furrounding 
country ; they  immediately  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
yeomen ; and  unfortunately  Lieutenant  Buckey,  who  had 
t^ie  command,  and  a Mr.  Donovan,  were  killed : the 
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remainder  of  the  corps  retreated,  and  having  joined  the 
main  body,  they  advanced,  attacked  the  rebels,  with  great 
fpirit,  and  completely  royted  them,  having  killed  and 
wounded  upwards  of  40.  It  was  nearly  an  hour  after 
lieutenant  Buckey  and  Mr.  Donpvan  were  killed,  before 
the  main  body  came  into  adlion  5 during  which  interval, 
the  wretches  glutted  their  favage  fury  by  hacking  and 
mangling  the  body  of  the  former  gentleman,  haying  cover- 
ed him  all  over  with  wounds  : It  is  fuppofed  there  could 
not  have  been  lefs  than  250  of  the  rebels  ; fome  of  whom 
had  fire-arms  ; but,  in  general,  they  were  armed  with 
pikes. 

May,  Advices  having  been  received  at  We^jford 

of  thefe  proceedings,  and  that  the  rebels  were  in  great 
force,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oulard,  burning  the  houfes 
of  different  Proteftant  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, Lieutenant  Colonel  Foot,  Major  Lombard,  and  fix 
other  officers,  with  100  men  of  the  North  Cork  militia, 
immediately  proceeded  from  the  town,  and  came  up  with, 
the  rebels  at  a,n  advantageous  pofition  they  had  taken  on 
a hill  near  Oulard.  Whether  from  the  fatigue  of  a long 
march,  or  whether  from  mifmanagement,  we  fhall  no^  de- 
termine, but,  in  charging  the  rebels,  the  whole  P4rty 
were  furrounded,  and  not  a man  efcap^d  infiant  deftruc- 
tion,  but  the  Lieutenant  Colpnel  and  two^  privates.  By 
this  defeat  of  the  army,  the  rebels  acquired  a powerful, 
acceffion  of  ftrength  and  C9nfidence  ; having  got  the  whole 
of  the  arms,  and  about  57  rounds  of  ball  cartridge  from 
each  man,  they  not  having  fired  above  three  or  four  rounds, 
when  they  attempted  to  charge  them  with  bayonets.’* 

Mr.  Ed.  Hay  in  his  hiflory  of  the  infurre£lIon  in  the 
county  of  Wexford  relates  this  affair  in  the  following 
manner.  The  military  came  in  fight  of  the  inftirgents,  who 
were  collcfled  in  great  numbers  on  the  hill  of  Oulard, 
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diftant  about  ten  miles  from  Wexford.  Colonel  Foote  of 
the  North  Cork,  feeing  their  pohtion  fo  ftrong  and  com- 
manding, thought  it  advifable  not  to  attack  them  ; bu^ 
Major  Lombard  of  the  fame  regiment  being  of  a contrary 
opinion,  orders  were  given  to  burn  two  houfe?,  fituate  i?i 
a hollow,  between  the  army  and  the  infurgents,  and  Mr. 
Turner  volunteered  his  fervice  for  that  purpofe.  This 
was  doi^e  with  a view  to  ftimulate  the  infurgents  to  revenge, 
and  thus  if  poffible,  to  induce  them  to  abandon  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  Situation.  This  feint,  hpwever,  npt  fuc- 
ceeding,  and  colonel  Foote  hill  perfifting  in  his  opinion. 
Major  Lombard  inftantly  addreljed  the  foldiers  in  terms 
animating  them  at  once  to  attack  the  infurgents,  whp,  he 
faid,  would  fly  at  their  approach.  His  words  had  the  effect 
of  making  them  advance.  They  defeended  from  the  fmall 
eminence  which  they  occupied,  and  crolling  the  valley 
between,  began  to  afeend  the  hill  of.  Oulart,  while  the 
^hilmalier  cavalry  took  a circuitous  route,  round  the  hill  to 
the  left,  with  the  intention  of  preventing  a retreat,  but  in 
faft  they  caufed  numbers  to  rally  who  attempted  to  run 
off,  on  perceiving  the  approach  of  a ferious  engagement. 
This  alfo  contributed  to  make  the  infurgents  - rufh  in 
greater  numbers,  and  with  accumulated  force,  on  the 
North  Cork,  who  were  charging  up  the  hill.  They  had 
fired  but  two  vollies  when  they  were  totally  difeomfited. 
This  fuccefs  of  the  infurgents  was  much  promoted  by  the 
addrefs  of  a fervant  boy,  who,  as  the  military  were  af- 
cending  the  hill,  advifed  fuch  of  the  infurgents  as  were 
then  about  him,  to  lie  down  under  cover  of  the  ditches, 
and  wait  the  clofe  approach  of  the  military.  By  this  ma- 
,noeuvre  thefe  were  fuddenly  furprized  by  a force  not  great- 
ly outnumbering  themfelves,  but  the  impetuofity  of  the 
attack  occafioned  their  total  overthrow,  while  the  fa£l  was, 
at  the  inftant,  utterly  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the 
infurgents  wbo  attended  their  commanders  at  the  other  fide 
of  the  hill.  Of  the  North  Cork  party,  Major  Lombard, 
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the  hon.  Capt,  DeCourcy,  Lieutenant  Williams,  WarCj^ 
Barry,  and  Enfign  Keogh,  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle. 
In  fhort,  none  elcaped  except  Colonel  Foote,  a ferjeant 
who  mounted  the  major’s  horfe,  a drummer  and  two 
privates.  It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  there 
was  a fool  who  followed  the  North  Cork,  and  who^ 
when  he  faw  the  major  fall,  ran  to  the  body  and  embraced 
It,  then  took  the  Major’s  fword  and  with  it  difpatchec} 
two  men  before  he  fell  himfelf.  The  infurgents  had  but 
five  men  killed,  and  two  wounded  ; The  Shilmalier  caval- 
ry, and  Colonel  Foote,  made  a precipitate  retreat  to  Wex- 
ford. A large  party  of  the  W^exford  wvalry  alfo,  who  had 
Sio  fhare  whatever  in  the  aftion,  were  involved  in  this 
Retreat.  Having  Mr  Colcloygh  in  gapj,  they  fet  out  on 
another  excurfipn  to  Ballimurrin  5 In  their  courfe  they  ' 
fiiot  fome  ftraggUng  men^  and  burned  two  houfes  on  find- 
ing two  men  killed  near  them*  They  were  thus  employed 
in  fcouring  the  country,  when  informed  of  the  defeat  at 
Oulard,  and  this  determined  them  without  hefitation  to  re- 
treat with  all  fpeed  homeward.” 

The  remainder  of  the  North  Cork  regiment  were  in- 
fiantly  under  arms  in  the  barracks,  when  informed  of  the 
defeat  of  that  part  of  their  body  which  had  gone  out  to 
affion.  Burning  for  revenge  they  actually  marched  to  the 
bridge,  as  if  determined  to  proceed  and  meet  the  infur- 
gents ; but  they  were  induced  to  return  by  fome  gentlemen 
who  endeavoured  to  difiuadc  thcni  from  fo  headlong  and 
unfafe  an  undertaking;” 

The  great  fufpcnfe  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford, 
during  the  whole  of  this  day,  on  account  of  fo  fudden 
an  infurreflion,  now  grew  into,  ferious  alar:m,  fuch  as  un- 
cxpe£led  news  like  this  muft  infpire ; The  lamentations 
of  the  unfortunate  widows  and  orphans  of  the  foldiers 
who  had  fallen  in  the  encounter,  increafed  the  general 
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confternatlori.  Thcfe,  clapping  their  hands,  ran  about  the 
ftreets  quite  frahtic,  mixing  their  piteous  meanings  with 
the  plaintive  cHes  of  thdr  children,  and  uttering  their 
bittereft  maledictions  againft  the  yeomen,  whom  they 
charged  with  having  rim  away,  and  left  their  husbands  to 
deftruClioit  ! Letters  were  difpatched  to  Duncannon-fort 
and  to  Waterford,  with  thefe  difaftrous  accoutits,  and  re- 
quefting  reinforcements  ” 

« On  Monday  morning  aSth  May,  the  rebels  attacked 
Ennifeorthy : about  nine  o’clock  the  drums  beat  to  arms.^ 
Of  this  proceeding  we  have  the  following  account  in  Sir 
Richard  Mufgrave’s  hiftory  before  quoted. 

About  half  an  hour  before  the  enemy  appeared,  a 
rebel  fpy,  with  a white  cotton  jacket,  and  a white  hat  with 
a broad  green  band,  was  feized  near  the  town,  and  as  a 
rebel  commifllon  was  found  in  his  pocket,  he  was  hang- 
ed.” 

**  At  length,  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
the  videttes  at  the  DufFrey-gate  came  galloping  in,  and 
announced,  that  the  rebels  who  had  affemblcd  at  Bally- 
orle  hill,  which  is  on  the  north  eaft  fide  of  the  town,  and 
about  two  miles  diftant  from  it,  were  advancing  on  the 
Newtown-barry  road  in  an  immenfe  column,  which  ex- 
tended a mile  in  length,  and  was  fo  thick,  as  to  fill  up  the 
road.” 

Some  officers  in  the  garrifon,  who  had  feen  a great 
deal  of  actual  fervice,  declared,  that  their  number  was  be- 
tween five  and  fix  thoufand  ; others,  that  they  amounted 
to  between  eight  and  nine  thoufand.” 

In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  they  let  fire  to  fome 
houfes,  in  hopes  of  drawing  the  garrifon  out  of  the  town.’* 
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As  many  avenues ’led  into  it,  it  would  have  beenf  im^ 
pofllble  for  the  yeomanry  to  occupy  them  for  its  defence^ 
from  the  paucity  of  their  numbers,  fhould  the  rebels  be 
allowed  to  approach  it.  For  this  reafon,  captains  Cornock 
and  Pounden  led  their  corps  forward,  in  a line  about  four 
hundred  yards  from  the  DufFrey-gate  ; on  which  the  rebel 
column  halted  about  the  fame  diftance  from  them.  Soon 
after,  three  rebel  leaders  who  were  on  horfeback,  with 
drawn  fwords,  began  to  move  among  them,  and  to  give 
orders ; on  which  great  numbers  of  the  rebels  filed  oflF 
in  the  fields  on  the  right  and  left,  to  the  diftance  of  about 
half  a mile  from  the  main  body  ; which  they  did  with  a 
defign  of  outflanking  the  yeomen,  of  cutting  them  oflf 
from  the  town,  and  of  entering  it  by  the  different  ave- 
nues which  led  into  it.  After  this  movement,  having  ad- 
vanced a iittle,  they  drove  a number  of  horfes  on  the  road 
againft  the  loyalifts  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing  them  into 
fufion.  They  then  fired  a general  volley,  both  from  the 
main  body  and  the  flanks  5 by  which  lieutenant  Hunt 
and  Pounden  were  mortally,  and  captain  Cornock  (lightly 
wounded,  and  fome  of  the  privates  were  killed  and 
wounded.’* 

The  yeomen  returned  the  fire,  Vrith  confiderable 
effect.  The  rebels  ftill  advanced,  firing  at  the  fame  time 
from  behind  the  hedges,  with  fuch  fteadinefs  and  celerity, 
that  Captain  Drury,  who  had  ferved  the  whole  of  the 
American  war,  and  who  was  in  the  a<ftion  that  day,  de- 
clared, he  had  never  experienced  a heavier  or  better-di- 
redted  fire.” 

“ As  the  rebels  ftill  continued  to  advance,  and  to  ex- 
tend their  wings,  for  the  purpofe  of  furrounding  the 
yeomen,  the  latter  retreated  near  the  town,  and  lent  to 
captain  Snowe,  who  guarded  the  bridge,  where  he  was 
fupported  by  the  cavalry  commanded  by  captain  Richards, 
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to  requeft  he  would  reinforce  them  with  the  North  Cork,, 
and  he  accordingly  repaired  to  the  Duffrey-gate,  attended 
by  the  cavalry,  to  fupport  the  yeomanry  ; but  as  a detach- 
ment of  them  were  between  him  arid  the  enemy,  and  ex- 
aaiy  in  his  line  of  fire,  he  could  not  do  any  material 
fervice,  without  running  a rifque  of  injuring  the  loyalifts  ; 
and,  as  appreherifioris  were  entertained  that  the  rebels 
would  crofs  the  river  to  attack  Terriple-fharinon,  he  re- 
paired to  his  former  poft  at  the  bridge,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  ordered  the  cavalry  to  cover  his  retreat,  as  a large 
body  of  the  enemy  had  come  near  his  laft  pofition.  Cap- 
tain Richards  then  charged  and  difperfed  them,  but  in 
effe^ling  it,  nine  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  three  wound- 
ed ; and  fixteen  of  his  horfes  were  either  killed  or  fo  fc- 
verely  wounded,  as  to  be  unfit  for  fervice.  It  happened 
very  fortunately,  that  Captain  Snowe  arrived  in  due  time 
to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crofling  the  river,  having 
killed  great  numbers  of  them  in  their  attempt  to  do 
fo.” 

“ At  laft,  the  yeomen  infantry,  perceiving  that  they 
muft  foon  be  furrounded,  and  cut  off  by  the  long  extended 
wings  of  the  enemy,  while  the  main  body  engaged  them, 
divided  thcmfelves  into’  fmall  parties,  and  occupied  the 
different  avenues  which  led  into  the  town,  where  they 
made  a moft  gallant  defence,  having  killed  great  numbers 
of  the  rebels  ; though  they  fuffered  much  from  the  treach- 
ery of  the  difioyal  inhabitants,  who  not  only  fired  at  them 
from  the  windows,  but  their  fanaticifm  was  fuch,  that 
they  fet  fire  to  their  own  houfes,  to  annoy  the  yeomen; 
for,  in  a fhort  time,  three  large  fuburbs,  called  Guttle 
ftreet,  Drumgoold,  and  Irifh-ftreet,  and  two  lanes  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  were  in  flames  ; yet  the  loyalifts  were 
fo  confident  of  fuccefs,  from  having  completely  repulfed 
the  rebels,  that  they  'gave  three  cheers.  The  enemy, 
defeated  in  the  many  attempts  which  they  made  on  the 
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north  and  weft  fide  of  the  town,  made  an  effort  to  crofs 
the  river,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  above  the  bridge, 
where  there  is  ah  ifland,  in  which  they  fuccecded  ; but 
t^ere  foon  repulfed  by  captain  Richards’s  corps,  part  of 
whom  fired  at  them  with  carabines,  from  a place  about 
one  hundred  yards  above  the  glebe-houfe,  and  killed  great 
numbers  ; at  the  fame  time  they  were  feverely  galled  by 
the  North  Cork  on  the  bridge.” 

They  then  attempted  to  crofs  the  river  higher  up, 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  fire  of  the  North  Cork.  On  this, 
captain  Snowe  detached  lieutenant  Prior,  with  a ferjeant 
and  fixteen  men  of  his  corps,  to  oppofe  them,  which  they 
did  moft  effciftually  ; for  having  taken  poll  behind  a hedge, 
they  continued  to  kill  great  numbers  of  them,  till  their 
ammunition  was  expended.  Soon  after  captain  Cornock 
came  to  captain  Snowe  at  the  bridge,  bleeding-  copioufly 
from  a pike  wound  he  had  received  in  the  neck,  having 
the  crown  of  his  hat  cleft  from  a blow  of  a pike,  and  de- 
manded a reinforcement,  as  the  rebels,  under  cover  of  the 
fmoke,  had  forced  into  the  town  in  confiderable  numbers, 
at  the  Duffry-gatc  and  Irifh-ftreet.  At  the  fame  time 
the  difaffefted  inhabitants  fired  on  the  yeomen  from  the 
windows.  One  column  of  them  attacked  captain  Poun- 
den’s,  the  other  captain  Cornock’s  corps,  which  had  fuf- 
fered  materially.  The  ftreets  were  entirely  involved  in 
fmoke,  fo  that  the  yeomen  could  not  perceive  the  rebels 
till  they  were  charged  by  their  pikes.  The  flames  from  the 
houfes  at  each  fide  of  the  ftreet  were  fo  great,  as  to  unite 
over  their  heads,  and  to  form  an  arch.  Their  hair  was 
finged  ; the  bear-fkin  in  their  caps  was  burnt.  The  loyal- 
ifts,  bravely  difputing  every  inch  of  ground,  retreated  to 
the  market-houfe,  an  open  fpace,  like  a fquare,  where  they 
made  a determined  ftand,  and  killed  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy.  By  this  effort  the  loyalifts  turned  the  fcale,  and 
drove  the  rebels  completely  out  of  the  town,  the  ftreets 
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of  which  at  each  fide  of  the  river  prefented  an  awful  fcene 
of  conflagration.  While  the  troops  were  thus  engaged 
m the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  another  body  of  the  rebels 
crofled  the  river,  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  above  the 
bridge,  but  were  foon  routed  by  captain  Snowe,  on  which 
occafion  his  men  fhewed  great  dexterity,  as  markfmen, 
having  feldom  failed  to  bring  down  fuch  Individual  rebels 
as  they  aimed  at.  Captain  Snowe  then  ordered  captain 
Richards  to  charge  them,  which  he  did  moft  efle<5lual- 
ly,  but  with  the  lofs  of  two  men  killed,  and  fome 
wounded.’* 

**  As  a party  of  the  rebels  which  came  from  Vinegar- 
hill  towards  the  glebe  ftill  remained  unafTailed,  and  their 
numbers  feemed  to  increafei  they  were  attacked  by  captain 
Drury,  with  half  a company  of  the  North^  Cork,  and  he 
dlfperfed  them  with  confiderable  flaughter.  Thus  ended 
an  adion  which  lafted  more  than  three  hours,  fought  on  a 
very  hot  day,  and  in  the  midft  of  a burning  town,  the 
difaffedled  inhabitants  of  which  fet  fire  to  their  own  houfes, 
to  annoy  the  loyalifts,  and  fired  on  them  from  their  win- 
dows. In  this  the  yeomen  and  proteftant  inhabitants  per- 
formed prodigies  of  valour,  in  fupport  of  the  conftitution 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  in  defence  of  their  property  and 
their  families.  They  loft  near  one  third  of  their  number, 
which  did  not  exceed  three  hundred,  and  the  rebels,  whom 
they  encountered,  were  faid  by  fome  to  amount  to  five 
thoufand,  by  others  to  fix  thoufand.” 

On  the  29/^,  May,  Late  in  the  evening,  General 
Lake  arrived  in  Dublin  from  Kilcullen,  where  he  had 
received  the  unconditional  fubmifllon  of  a body  of  rebels, 
amounting  to  near  4000  ; whto,  after  having  delivered  up 
their  arms,  and  feven  perfons  who  were  their  leaders,  were 
permitted  to  return  to  the  king’s  peace.” 


VcL.  III. 


S 


Same 


Collectanea  Ipblitt'ea. 

Same  day,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Longfield  of  the  Roy'ai 
Cevk  militia  having  arrived  near  Rathangan,  and  per- 
edving  the  rebels  to  have  taken  a pofition  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  town  near  the  chnrch,  and  that  they  had,  in 
I'ome  parts,' barricadoed  the  ftreets,  and  drawn  chains  a- 
crofs  others,  he  plated  fome  battallion  guns  in  front, 
Supported  by  infantry,  fiationing  his  cavalry  fo  as  to  fup* 
port  both  ; and  commenced,  by  firing  upon  the  town 
with  the  cannon  : foon  after  which,  the  enemy  fled  in  all 
diredlionso  He  then  gave  orders  for  the  cavalry  to  charge  ^ 
which  was  executed  by  Captain  Park,  and  a detachment  of 
the  5th  dragoons,  with  the  greateft  fpirit  and  judgment. 
Lord  Tyrawly  joined  Lieutenant-colonel  Longfield  im- 
mediately before  the  a6lion,  with  a ferjeant  and  twelve  of 
the  Romney  Fencibles,  and  fome  of  the  yeomen  cavalry, 
who  affilled  with  great  bravery  : about  60  of  the  re1)eb 
were  killed.” 

The  rebellion  now  fpread  to  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
kingdom ; infomuch,  that  the  communication  between 
that  difiridt  and  Dublin  was,' for  fome  time,  interrupted  ; 
fo  that  neither  the  Cork  or  Limerick  mails  could  be  convey- 
ed as  ufual.” 

On  Tuefday,  the  29th  May,  the  infurgents  formed 
two  powerful  camps  ; one  at  Vinegar-hilly  near  Ennif- 
corthy  ; and  the  other  about  three  miles  from  Wexford, 
at  a place  called  the  nree  Rocksy  on  the  road  between 
Wexford  and  Rofs  ” 

On  the  Mayy  General  Duff  ordered  a flrong 
force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  to  proceed  to 
Kilcullen,  where  he  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  march^ 
ed  to  Blackmore-hill,  refolving  to  cut  his  way  to  the  ca- 
pital, though  the  communication  between  it  and  Limerick 
had  been  ftopt  for  fix  days.  The  forces  under  his  command 
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(amounting  to  about  600)  marched  the  firfl  70  miles  in 
50  hours,  of  which  they  had  flept  only  four.  On  then 
arrival  at  Kildare,  they  heard  of  the  lofs  of  Lieutenau^ 
Giffard,  who  had  been  killed  ; and  alio  that  6000  of  th»: 
rebels  had  been  drawn  up  on  the  Curragh  : the  troop , 
puflied  on  ; they  did  not  permit  the  artillery  to  fire,  bu- 
fell  upon  the  infurgents,  and  flew  400  of  them  upon  the 
plain.  The  General  then  proceeded  to  Blachnore-mountain^ 
where  he  flormed  the  rebel  camp,  and  drove  them  to  a 
ftill  higher  mountain,  fcarcely  paflable  : however  he 
brought  his  cannon  to  its  very  top,  and  after  throwing  a 
few  fliells  amongfl:  the  enemy,  Ibon  put  them  completely  to 
the  rout.  In  this  camp,  the  pots  were  all  filled  with  choice 
provifions  boiling  for  breakfaft  there  were  lying  on  the 
ground,  feveral  fat  bullocks  and  flieep^  that  had  been 
houghed  to  prevent  their  efcape  : The  tents  were  formed 
of  fine  Wilton  carpets,  bed-hangings,  window-curtains, 
Iheets,  table-clothes,  &c.  They  had  great  quantities  of 
meat,  bacon,  butter,  &c.  fine  feather-beds,  and  good 
horfes.  In  fa£t,  this  camp  was  intended  for  a much  greater 
number  than  had  afTembled ; but  the  a£livity  of  General 
Duflf  defeated  their  projedfs.” 

“ A few  days  before  thefe  proceedings  took  place,  an 
exprefs  arrived  at  Carlow,  dating,  that  the  rebels  had  got 
polTeflion  of  Ballytore^  and  were  ftrengthening  themfelves 
in  it.  In  confequence  of  which.  Major  Dennis  marched 
with  two  troops  of  the  9th  dragoons,  and  fome  of  the 
North, Cork  militia  ; but  before  his  arrival,  the  enemy  had 
.evacuated  the  place ; he,  however,  cut  off  one  of  their 
reconnoitering  parties,  confiding  of  a few  men.  And  it 
having  appeared  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  affided 
the  rebels,  the  military  burned  the  town,  except  a few 
houfes  belonging  to  fome  peaceable  people;  The  rebels 
afterwards  re-afiembled  in  that  neighbourhood,  but  were 
defeated  with  confiderable  lols.” 

S 2’  An 
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An  attack  »«’as  alfo  made  on  the  town  of  Carlo^  ; 
where  near  icoo  of ‘the  rebels  afTembred  at  2 oklock,  on 
the  26tli  of  May,  Ti\e  inhabitants,  however,  had  fome 
previous  intimation  of  the  deHgn^  and  were,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  prepared  for  the  event.  A force  was,  colledfed  to 
oppofe  them  ; and  in  a flioft  time,  near  400  of  the  in- 
furgents  were  cut  off.  A great  part  of  the  towri  was  burnt; 
and  the  'rebels  having  crowded  into  the  narrow  pafs  of 
T ullow-JIreet^  when  the  garrifdn  fell  upon  them,  attempted 
to  fly  ; but  no  paffage  was  left  open  ; a troop  of  dragoons 
having  had  poffeiiion  of  every  avenue  to  the  ftreet,  and  a 
dreadful  fire  of  mufqiietry  being  kept  up,  foon  devoted 
the  wretched  viclims  to  defpair  and  death.” 

<<  On  the  2a  of  June,  accounts  were  received  at  the 
caftle  from  Major-general  Eujlace  at  Neiu-Ao/s,  ftatingj 
that  Major-general  Faivceit  having  marched  with  a com- 
pany of  the  Meath  regiment  from  Duncannon-Fort,  this 
Tmall  force  was  fiirrounded  by  a very  large  body  between 
Taghmon  and  Wexford^  and  defeated : General  Fawcett 
effc6\ed  his  efcape  to  Duncannon-Fort.  And  by  a letter 
received  from  Colonel  L’Eftrange  of  the  King’s  county 
militia,  it  appeared,  that  the  town  of  Newtown-barry  had 
been  attacked  on  the  of  June,  in  the  morning,  by  a 
very  large  force  from  Vinegar -hil I \ they  furrounded  the 
town  in  fuch  a manner,  that  Colonel  L’Eftrange  at  firft 
retreated,  in  order  to  colleit  his  force:  he  then  attacked 
the  rebels,  and  drove  them  out  of  the  town  with  great 
Daughter,  purluing  them  feveral  miles,  until  night  obliged 
him  to  return:  Kis  detachment  confided  of  230  of  the 
King’s  county  militia,  ly  dragoons,  and  about  100  yeo- 
men. The  rebels  were  in  very  great  force,  and  loft  about 
500  men.” 

“ A vaft:  body  of  infurgents  alfo  entered  the  town  of 
Kilcock,  and  forced  along  with  them  every  man  they 
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copld  by  hold  of  : they  alfo  tool:  all  the  horfea  they  could 
find,  among  which  were  fixteen  that  were  in  the  mail- 
coach  fiablcs-j  fo  that  th?  coach  man  who  brought  the 
intelligence  to  Dublin,  was,  obliged  to  drive  one  fet  of  cat- 
tle 3p  miles.  The  infurgents  did  not  keep  pofieffion  of  the 
town.” 

**  We  have  already  fiated  that  the  rebels  had  formed  a 
camp  at  the  Three  Rocks  : Before  we  carry  this  narrative 
farther,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that,  on  the  3oth^ 
of  May,  information  was  received,  that  a body  of  the 
military  (fuppofed  to  be  the  13th  regiment)  had  been 
attacked  by  the  rebels  at  that  place  : which  account  induc- 
ed Lieutenant. colonel  Maxwell,  who  had  arrived  the  day 
before  at  Wexford,  with  200  of  the  Donegal  militia,  to 
march  out  his  men,  and  four  troops  of  yeomen  cayalryj 
to  their  afliftance  5 but  before  he  had  come  up  w'ith  them, 
they  entirely  cut  off  the  party  5 which  proved  to  be  a 
flight  detachment  of  the  Meath  militia  of  about  100  men, 
who  were  coming  to  Wexford  with  three  howitzers ; and 
with  thefe  howitzers  the  rebels  attacked  Colonel  Maxwell's 
party,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  into  Wexford.  The 
13th  regiment,  who  were  alfo  coming  to  their  relief, 
finding  they  could  not  proceed  without  attacking  the  rebel 
camp,  returned  back  into  Waterford.  From  thefe  fuc<=* 
ceffes  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  and  their  increafing 
nunaber,  which  was  then  fuppofed  to  amount  to  20,000 
men,  (all  ready  tq  attack  Wexford)  the  people  were  panic- 
flruck  ; and  finding  that  many  who  were  entrufted  with 
arms  had  deferted  their  colours,  and  it  being  confidered 
that  others  could  not  be  depended  on,  the  officers  conclud- 
ed that  the  town  was  not  tenable,  and  without  firing  a fhot 
it  was  evacuated  on  the  3cth  of  May,  and  fliortly  after 
entered  by  the  rebels,  who  kept  poffeffion  of  it  till  the  2 iff. 
of  June  following.’’ 
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Perhaps  we  might  be  accufed  of  having  given  a par* 
tial  relation  of  public  events,  if  no  notice  was  takenof  thofc 
profeffions  of  loyalty  which  were  now  publicly  made  by 
many  of  the  moft  refpe^fable  and  wealthy  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  this  kingdom  : We  (hall  find  them  contained  /in 
the  following  addrefs,  which  was  prefented  to  his  excell- 
ency the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  30th  of  May,  1798. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 

We,  the  underfigned,  his  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubje6ls,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  think  it 
necefiary  at  this  moment,  publicly  to  declare  our  firm  at- 
tachment to  his  Majefty’s  royal  perfon,  and  to  the  con- 
llitution  under  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to  live.  We 
feel,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ls, 
the  danger  to  which  both  are  expofed,  from  an  implacable 
and  enterprifing  enemy,  menacing  invafion  from  abroad, 
and  from  the  machinations  of  evil  and  difaffedlcd  men, 
confpiring  treaion  within  his  Majefty’s  kingdom.  Under 
thefe  imprellions,  we  deem  it  necefiary  to  remove,  by  an 
open  and  explicit  declaration,  every  idea  of  countenance 
afforded,  on  our  part,  to  a condu^i:  bearing  even  the 
appearance  of  indifference  or  indifcretion,  much  more  to 
a conduct  holding  forth  fymptoms  of  difafFeftion  and 
hoftility  to  the  eftablifhed  order  of  government  in  this 
kingdom  ; in  the  prefervation  of  which,  though  we  difter 
from  it  in  fome  points  of  fpiritual  concern,  we  feel  too 
deeply  interefted  to  look,  with  an  indifferent  eye,  at  it’s 
overthrow. 

Allow  us,  then,  to  affure  your  excellency,  that  we 
contemplate  with  horror,  the  evils  of  every  defcription 
which  the  conduct  of  the  French  republic  has  produced 
on  every  nation  weak  enough  to  be  deluded  with  It’s  prp- 
inifes  of  liberty  and  offers  of  fraternity  5 we  anticipate 
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limllar  misfortunes  as  awaiting  this  his  Majefty’s  king- 
dom, in  the  deprecated  event  of  fuccefsful  invadon  ; 
confidence  we  fhall  date  our  determinationj,  not  to  be 
outdone  by  any  defcription  of  our  fellow- mb jedfs  in  zealous 
endeavours  for  averting  that  calamity  ; and  that,  although 
anxious  to.  enjoy,  free  of  every  refi:ri£lIon,  the  full  benefit 
of  our  conftitution,  we  reject:,  with  indignation,  any  idea 
of  removing  the  reftriflions  under  which  we  ftill  labor  by 
any  means  of  foreign  invafion,  or  by  any  other  ftep  in- 
confiftent  with  the  known  laws  of  the  land  : We  prefer, 
without  hefitation,  our  prefent  date  to  any  alteration  thu^ 
obtained  ; and  with  gratitude  to  the  bed  of  kings,  and  to 
our  enlightened  legidature,  w’e  acknowledge  fucliafhare 
of  political  liberty  and  advantage  already  in  our  poiTeffion, 
as  leaves  us  nothing  to  expe(St  from  foreign  aid,  nor  any 
motive  to  induce  us  to  look  elfewhere  than  to  the  tried, 
benignity  of  oi^r  fovereign,  and  the  unbialTed  determK 
nation  of  the  legidature;,  as  the  fpurce^.  of  futnre  ad- 
vantage. 

« We  cannot  avoid  expredlng  to  your,  excellency,  our 
regret  at  feeing  the  general  deludon  of  many  (particularly 
the  lower  orders)  of  our  religious  perfuadon,  engaged 
in  unlawful  aflociations  and  pra(dices  ; yet  we  trud,  that 
your  excellency’s  difcernnient  will  lead  you  to  make  every 
jud  allowance  for  the  facility  with  which  men,  open  to  de- 
ludon from  their  dtuation  in  life,  are  led  adray  from  poli- 
tical duty  : it  fhall  be  our  endeavour  to  recal  fuch  men 
to  a fenfc  of  that  duty,  how  inconddent  their  condutd  i.i 
with  their  re:jl  intereds,  and  how  contrary  to  the  maxims 
of  religion  which  they  profefs  ; nor  fhall  we  lefs  endea- 
vour,  by  our  condii<fl:,  to  convince  all  deferiptions  of  our 
fellow-fubje^ls,  how  much  we  are  imprefied  with  the.  ne- 
cclllty  pf  laying  afide  all  confiderations  of  religious  didinc- 
tions,  and  joining  in  one  common  effort  for  the  preferva- 
tlon  of  our  conftitution,  of  focial  order,  and  of  the  chrif- 
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tian  religion,  againft  a nation  whofe  avowed  principles 
aim  at  the  deftru£lion  of  them  all.” 

We  requeft  your  Excellency  will  make  thefe  our  fen- 
timents  known  to  his  Majefty ; and  we  rely  with  unfeign- 
ed jconfidence  on  your  excellency’s  acknowledged  candor 
and  generofity,  that  you  will  reprefent  us  in  that  light  to 
which  we  venture  to  hope  our  conduft  and  principles  have 
given  us  a j jft  claim.” 

Signed  by  many  of  the  Roman  Catholic  nobility,  gentry, 
and  titular  clergy. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


EtigagemerJs  in  the  county  TVicllow  heUveen  the  rebels  and  the 
King's  troops.. — Proceedings  at  Corhet~hill. — New-Ro/s.-^ 
Death  of  Lord  Mount]  oy. — Gallant  condu^  of  General  John* 
Jon. — 8ir  R,  Mufgrave*s  Jlatement. — Appointment  of  B, 
Harvey,  Efq.  to  the  command  of  the  rebel  army  in  the  county 
Wexford. — Mr..  Hays  account  of  the  majfacre  at  Scullahogue^ 

--—Attack  at  Adrafs. — ’ Leixlip. Limohoe. — -Carbery.— 

Shane's  Cafile. — Randals  Town.  — Reynolds  Town. — Larne* 
— Toome. — Battle  at  Arklcw. — Saintficld. — Ballinahinch. — 
Munro' s ptoclamation. — Proceedings  at  Kilbeggan.^- Larkin* 
Hill.* — Letter  from  the  rebel  fegretary  at  Wexford  to  the 
commander  Rorke, 

J N the  beginning  of  June,  the  rebels  became  very  nu- 
merous about  the  mountains  and  woods  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow  j five  different  engagements  took  place  between 
them  and  the  troops  \ in  which,  at  leaft,  700  of  the  in- 
furgents  were  deftroyed. 

On  the  5th  June,  the  Wexford  rebels  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  environs  of  New  Rofs  ; having  (to  the 
amount  of  20,000)  taken  poffeflion,  the  day  before,  of 
Corbet-hill,  within  about  a mile  and  a half  of  that  town* 
Some  skirmifties  early  took  place  between  their  advanced 
parties  and  detachments  of  the  military  : About  four  o’- 
clock in  the  morning,  they  were  more  clearly  obferved  5 
and  lliortly  after,  they  fent  a perfon  having  the  appear- 
ance of  an  aid-du-camp,  with  a fummons  to  the  command- 
ing officer  to  furrender  the  town  j which  was  anfwercd, 
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by  mftantly  fliooting  the  melTenger  : At  five  o’clock, 
finding  they  received  no  anfwer,  and  fuppofing  the  fate 
their  mefienger  met,  they  rufiied  into  the  town,  where 
the  military,  yeomen,  and  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  were 
drawn  up,  and  commenced  a brisk  fire  of  mufquetry  on 
them,  which  was  well  fupported  by  the  artillery.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  a£lion,  the  rebels  were,  for  fome  time, 
victorious  : they  drove  before  them  all  the  black  cattle 
they  could  colleCl  through  the  country  ; which,  for  a time, 
threw  the  military  into  confufion,  and  obliged  many  of 
them  to  retreat  in  diforder  over  the  bridge  ; in  cortfe- 
quence  of  which,  fome  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  At  length,  after  an  engagement  which  lafted, 
without  intermiflion,  from  five  o’clock  in  the  morning 
till  2 in  the  afternoon,  the  infurgents  were  completely 
routed,  with  confiderable  lofs.  On  their  firft  entering, 
the  town,  they  fet  fire  to  feveral  of  the  thatched  cabins  ; 
but  this  turned  to  their  own  difadvantage  ; for  the  wind 
blowing  towards  them,  they  were  enveloped  in  the  fmoke, 
which,  together  with  the  immediate  quantity  of  fpirituou^ 
liquors  they  had  drunk  on  Corbet-hill,  rendered  them  in- 
capable of  their  bufinefs.  The  Dublin  and  Donegal  mi- 
litia, who  kept  guards  at  the  market-houfe  and  Fair-gate, 
never  left  their  pofts ; by  means  of  wfiich,  the  rebels 
could  not  penetrate  into  the  centre  of  the  town  ; — had 
they  run,  New-Rofs,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  pro- 
vincial towns  in  Munfler,  would  have  fallen.  The  mi- 
litary, being  fired  on  from  fome  houfes  which  had  been 
forced  by  the  rebels,  fuppofing  it  was  their  owners  who 
had  afiailed  them,  fet  them  on  fire,  and  they  were  con- 
fumed.  The  infurgents  had  a mortar  with  them,  from 
which  they  threw  two  ftiells  acrofs  the  river  *,  but  having 
fallen  on  foft  ground,  they  luckily  did  no  damage.  . 3000 
of  the  rebels  are  faid  to  have  fallen  in  this  attack  ; and 
B,  B.  Harveyy  efq;  who  commanded  them,  was,  for  his 
bad  gencralftiip,  on  that  day  depofed,  and  the  command 
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afterwards  given  to  one  Roach,  At  this  engagement,  the 
public  have  to  regret  the  death  of  Lord  Mountjoy  ; Col. 
Ledwell  of  the  5th  dragoons,  was  alfo  killed  5 as  was 
Quarter  mafter  Hay,  of  the  MidrLothian  : Captain  Sinc^ 
lair  of  the  Donegal  was  wounded.  The  total  lofs,  on  the 
part  of  the  army,  is  laid  to  have  been  90  killed  and  54 
horfes — 59  wounded,  and  9 horfes — 81  milTing  and  4 
horfes.  The  fate  of  this  battle  principally  depended  upon 
General  Johnfotty  who  h^d  two  horfes  Ihqt  under  him, 
before  the  rebels  gained  the  bridge,  and  was  himfelf  much 
ftunned  by  the  fall  pff  the  laft  5 yet,  in  an  inftant,  he 
mounted  his  third  horfe,  and  requefted  of  his  ofHcers 
only  four  minutes  time  to  rally  his  men  once  more,  who 
were  then  in  a dilorderly  Hate;  which,  if  he  could  not  ac- 
complifh  in  that  time,  he  promifed  he  would  return  alone, 
and  die  with  them  : the  appearance  of  their  general,  (whom 
they  now  thought  dead,)  reanimated  his  drooping  foldiers, 
and,  with  one  voice,  they  cried  out,  they  would follow  him 
to  death  or  viBory,  There  was  taken  from  the  rebels  ©nc 

inch  howitzer,  on  fhip-carriage — one  iron  four-pounder, 
on  fhip-carriage — fourteen  fwivels — one  iron  three-poun- 
der— one  iron  two-pounder — a quantity  of  fhot  of  differ- 
ent lizes — an  immenlity  of  pikes  and  muskets — and  a 
variety  of  Hands  and  colours.  On  their  retreat  from 
New-]^ofs,  the  rebels  fet  fire  to  a barn  at  Scullabogue,  in 
which  170  FroteHants,  men,  women  and  children,  were 
confined,  and  it  was  entirely  confumed.  25  Proteftants, 
not  included  in  the  above  number,  were  fhot,  in  the  moft 
deliberate  manner  ; fuch  was  the  favage  barbarity  of  thefe 
defperate  offenders  ! (aji 

The  following  relation  of  the  proceedings  at  New-Rofs 
IS  e^tradled  from  Sir  R.  Mufgrave. 

In 

(a)  See  anaecount  of  this  rehellion  printed  hy  Sitiant,  Bridefreet^  Duhliftj  179^ 
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In  cdnfequence  of  the  encampment  at  Carrick-byrne^ 
the  Donegal,  Clare,  and  Meath  regiments  of  militia,  dcr 
tachments  of  the  Englifh  artillery,  the  5th  dragoons,  and 
Mid  Lothian  fenciblcs,  marched  into  Rofs';  and  on  the. 
fourth  of  June,  the  county  of  Dublin  regiment  afforded 
a very  feafonabje  reinforcement  to  the  garrifbn,  as  the 
rebels  on  that  evening,  with  dreadful  yells,  moved  from 
Carrickbyrne  to  Corbet-hill,  an  eminence  about  a mile, 
and  a half  from  the  town,  and  from  which  there  is  a gra- 
dual and  uninterrupted  defeent,  after  having  driven  in 
our  out-pofr,  which  had  tieen  ff^tioned  on  Lacken- 
hilh' 

A perfori,  who  was  forced  to-  attend  them  in  their 
march,  informed  me,  that  they  moved  by  parifhes  and 
baronies,  each  having  a particular  flandard  j and  that  in 
their  way  they  flopped  at  a chapel,  where  mafs  was  faid 
af  the  head  of  each  column,  by  priefls  who  fprinkled  an 
abundance  of  hojy  water  on  then:. 

The  garriion  confiding  of  about  twelve  hundred  effec#» 
tive  men,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yeomen,  under 
the  command  of  general  Johnfou,  continued  on  their  arms, 
all  night.  The  infantry  and  artillery  were  moftly  in  a line 
outfide  the  walls  of  the  town,  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  ddeof 
it;  the  Cavalry  cp  the  quay,  the  yeomen  infantry  on  the 
bridge. 

About  four  o’clock,  one  of  the  cenJtmels  at  an  out-poft 
fhot  a man  who  was  galloping  towards  him  with  a white 
handkerchief  which  he  waved,  in  the  air  as  a,  flag  of 
truce.  On  examining  him,  it  appeared  that  his  name  was 
Furlong,  and  that  he  was  lent  by  Bagnal  Harvey,  the  re- 
bel general,  to  propofe  to  general  Johnfon,  to  fiirrender 
the  town  to  him,  as  the  following  fummons  was  found  in 
his  pocket : 

« Sir, 

t 
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« Sir, 

As  a friend  to  humanity,  I requefl:  you  will  furrender 
the  town  of  Rofs  to  the  Wexford  forces,  now  aflembled 
againft  that  town  ; your  tefif  ance  will  but  provoke  rapine 
and  plunder,  to  the  ruin  of  the  mod  innocent.  Flufihed 
with  victory,  the  Wexford  forces,  now  innumerable  and 
irrefiftible,  will  not  be  controled,  if  they  meet  with  re- 
fiftance.  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  total  ruin  of  all  pro- 
perty in  the  town,  I urge  you  to  a fpeedy  furrender,  which 
you  will  be  forced  to  in  a few  hours,  with  lofs  and  blood- 
filed,  as  you  are  furrounded  on  all  tides.  Your  anfwer 
is  required  in  four  hours.  Mr.  Furlong  carries  this  letter, 
and  will  bring  the  anfwer. 

Camp  at  Corbet-hill,  I am.  Sir, 

half  pad  3 o’clock  morning,  B.  B.  H ARVEY, 

June  5th,  1798.  Gen.  commanding,  &c.’^ 

I give  the  reader  a copy  of  Bagnal  Harvey’s  appointment 
as  commander  in  chief,  which  fortunately  fell  into  my 
hands  : 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  commanders  of  the  united  army 
held  at  Carrickbyrne  camp,  on  the  fird  of  June,  1798,  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  Beauchamp  Bagnal  Harvey 
fliould  be  appointed  and  defied  commander  in  chief  of  the 
united  army  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  from  and  after  the 
fird  day  of  June,  1798. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  different  commanding 
officers  of  the  camp, 

NICHOLAS  GRAY,  fecretary.” 

**  It  was  likewife  agreed,  that  Edward  Roche  (laould, 
from  and  after  the  fird  .day  of  June  i.ndant,  be  defied, 

and 
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and  is  hereby  elected,  a general  officer  of  the  united  army 
of  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Signed  by  the  above  authority, 

N.  GRAY.” 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  not  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand  of  the  rebels  approached  the  town,  feme  in 
columns,  others  in  intermediate  lines,  with  terrific  yells, 
having  four  pieces  of  cannon,  befides  fwivels. 

They  moved  with  flow  but  irrefiftible  progrefs,  like  an 
immenfe  body  of  lava,  which,  ilTuing  from  the  bowels  of 
Vefuvius,  fpreads  defolation  over  the  plains  of  Campania, 
and  from  which  man  alone  can  efcape,  and  that  by  flight 
only. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  one-fourth  of  them  had  muskets,  the 
remainder  were  armed  with  pikes.  Their  fuperior  force 
foon  made  our  advanced  guard  retire  to  the  main  body, 
\ and  they  took  pofTeffion  of  our  alarm- pofts.  The  ftruggle 
there  became  ferious,  and  matters  wore  a very  unfavourable 
afpefl,  particularly  at  the  Three-bullet  gate,  which  poft 
was  at  laft  forced  by  an  immenfe  columff  of  rebels,  who, 
regardlefs  of  danger  from  fanaticifm  and  ebriety,  made  a 
moft  formidable  attack,  and  carried  one  of  our  guns,  which 
they  immediately  turned  againfl:  us. 

In  the  firfi:  onfet  which  they  made  at  the  Three-bullet 
gate,  they  were  repulfed  ; on  which  general  Johnfon 
ordered  captain  Irwine  to  advance  and  charge  them  with  a 
detachment  of  the  5th  dragoons,  in  a field  where  they 
feemed  doubtful  whether  to  advance  or  make  good  their 
retreat.  Seeing  the  cavalry  advance  briskly  on  them,  they 
fled  precipitately,  leaped  over  fome  very  high  ditches,  and 
fired  from  behind  them  on  the  dragoons,  who  had  ap- 
proached very  clofe  to  theroi  and  attempted  to  leap  over 

them^ 
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them,  but  in  vain.  The  very  fame  circumftances  happened 
in  tW'O  other  fields  where  they  charged.  They  loft  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  charges  cornet  Dodwell,  one  ferjeant,  one 
corporal,  twenty-four  privates,  and  twenty-ftx  horfes. 
The  gallant ' genetal  Johnfon  was  in  each  field  where  thefe 
charges  were  made. 

When  Captain  Irwine  Was  approaching  the  Three-bullec 
gate  from  the  laft  field,  a twelve-pounder  pofted  there 
was  fired,  and  killed  his  horfe,  which  fell  on  his  leg,  and 
prevented  him  from  moving,  at  the  fame  time  that  our 
troops  in  that  quarter  had  retired  within  the  gate,  and 
were  retreating  towards  the  bridge  ; and  the  rebels  had 
advanced  within  a few  yards  of  him,  and  would  have  killed 
him,  but  that  they  were  engaged  in  taking  poflcflion  of 
the  gun.  In  that  critical  moment  an  artillery  horfe  hap- 
pened to  pafs  by,  and  fo  near  him,  that  .he  laid  hold  of  one 
of  the  traces,  and  was  dragged  into  the  town,  by  which 
his  life  was  faved. 

The  rebels,  in  great  numbers,  having  entered  the  town 
in  that  point,  part  of  them  were  engaged  in  fetting 
fire  to  the  houfes,  in  which  fome  of  the  Popifh  in- 
habitants affifted  them,  whilft  others  pufhed  for  the 
bridge. 

General  Johnfon,  perceiving  this,  planted  guns  at  the 
feveral  crofs  lanes,  leading  from  Church-lane  and  Ne- 
ville-flreet,  and  one  at  the  old  market  place,  to  which  for 
fome  time  he  attached  himfelf.  By  thefe  the  rebels  were 
repulfed  with  great  llaughter.  Such  was  their  enthufiafm, 
that,  though  whole  ranks  of  them  were  feen  to  fall,  they 
were  fucceeded  by  others,  who  feemed  to  court  the  fate  of 
their  companions,  by  rufhing  on  our  troops  with  renovated 
ardour. 


One 
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One  rebel  eiiiboldened  by  fanaticifni  and  drunkennefs, 
advanced  before  his  comrades,  feized  a gun,  crammed  his 
hat  and  wig  intb  it,  and  cried  out,  Come  on,  boys  1 
her  mouth  is  flopped.’’  At  that  inftant  the  gunner  laid 
the  match  to  the  gun. . and  blew  the  unfortunate  favage  to 
atoms.  This  fadl  has  been  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  a 
perfon  who  faw  it  from  a window. 

The  main  body  of  our  troops,  overpowered  and  ter- 
rified by  the  immenfe  body  of  rebels  who  entered  the  town 
at  the  Three-bullet  gate,  xled  over  the  bridge  to  the  Kil- 
kenny or  Rosbergen  fide  of  the  river,  and  the  enemy  being 
in  poffieffion  of  the  greater  part  of  it,  (except  vvhere  they 
were  checked  by  one  gun  at  the  old  market  place,  and 
two  more  fupported  by  lerjeant  Hamilton,  at  the  main 
guard,  which  flood  at  the  crofs  formed  by  the  juncStipn  of 
Mary-flreet,  Quay-ftreet,  North  and  South-flreeis)  pro- 
ceeded to  plunder  and  ^ mn.  The  gallant  general  Johnfon 
(whofe  ardour  and  a£l.vity  could  be  equalled  by  nothing 
but  his  cool  prefence  of  mind,)  feeing  them  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  followed  our  troops  to  the  Kilkenny  fide  of  the  river, 
rallied  and  brought  them  back  to  their  refpedlive  pods, 
by  which  the  rebels  within  the  town  were  completely  fub- 
dued.  He  often  exclaimed  to  the  fugitives  whom  he  ral- 
lied, “ Will  you  defert  your  general  r*  without  any 
efFe£l ; but  when  he  added,  “and  your  countryman  ?’* 
they  gave  three  cheers,  and  followed  him.  Having  fuc- ’ 
ceeded  in  rallying  the  fugitives,  he  rode  before  them  to  a 
part  of  our  troops,  who,  much  to  their  honour,  had  kept 
their  poll  near  the  Three-bullet  gate,  and  informed  them 
that  a rcinforcem.ent  of  frefh  troops  had  arrived  from 
Waterford,  which  delufion  produced  a very  good  effect 
in  animating  them  ; however,  he  reinforced  them  with 
fome  of  thofe  whom  he  had  rallied,  as  there  was  a rebel 
colurfin  oppofite  to  them,  which  feemed  by  its  advancing 
towards  them,  determined  to  make  one  defperate  effort. 

At 
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At  this  momeiit  the  fortune  of  the  day  hung  in  a ba- 
lance , but  it  was  foon  turned  by  the  fteady  fire  .of 
pur.  troops,  who  repulied  the  rebels  with  great  flaugli- 
ter. 

i 

Then,  by  turning  the  rearv  bf*  the  rebels  who  had  en- 
tered the  town  at  the  Three- bullet 'gate  end  of  it,  not, 
one.  of  them  efcaped  •,  and  by  manning  the  ditches 
outfide,  he  prevented  therp  from  reqeiving  a reinforce- 
ment. 

From  the.  arts  of  leducdions  pradfifed  on  the  Clare  re-  ^ 
giment,  while  at  Waterford,  where  it  had  been  quartered 
fome  months,  the  rebels,  being  fure  of  their^  afiiftance, 
frequently  exclaimed  during  the  adlion,  ‘1  .Qlare  regiiiieut, 
donh  fire  on  your  religion  T'  Prudence  cvmiild  not  admit, 
that  a handful  of  men,  alm.ofi:  ex hau ft ed  by  hunger  aad 
fatigue,  fhould  purfue  an  enemy  fo  lliperior  in  number 
to  a confiderable  diftance.  The  utmoft  extent  of  the  , 
purfuit,  and  that  only  by  a fmall  part  of  the  army,  was 
to  a ratin  under  Corbet-hiil  and  Rofilter’s  fiores,  from 
whence  general  Johnfon  perceived  them  letiring,  every  ' 
man  making  the  bell  of"  his  way  to  Carrickbyrne.  The 
enemy  left  dead  t.vvo  thouland  five  hundred,  beficles  num- 
bers whom  they  carried  gfF,  on  cars.  The  lofs  of  the 
king’s  troops  vv;a,s  one  colonel,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeants, 
three  dri^mmers,  eighty-one  rank  and  fde,  and  fifty -four 
horfes  killed  ; one  captain,  one  drummer,  fifty-four  raiiic 
and  file,  and  five  horles  wounded  ; one  captain,  three 
lieutenants,  one  enfign,  two  ferjeants,  two  corporals 
feventy-two  rank  and  file,  and  four  horfes  miffing.  Lord 
Mountjoy,  colonel  of  the  Dublin  regiment,  who  fell  in 
the  firfl  onfet,  at  the  Three-bullet  gate,,  was  univerfaily 
lamented,  as  his  public  and  private  virtues  made  him 
an  object  of  general  efieem.  He  was,  poffieffied  of  high 
mental  endowments,  being  an  elegant  fcholar  and  a good 
VoL.  Ill,  T public 
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public  fpeaker.  He  had  the  gentleft  manners,  and  the 
mildeft  affections,  warm  and  (incere  in  fricndfliip,  and 
lo  benevolent  and  humanoj  that  he  nev'er  harboured  re- 
venge. 


Great  part  of  the  rebels  after  the  a(rtioii  encamped  on 
Slievekilta,  a iteep  and  high  mountain,  about  four  miles 
from  Rofs,  where  they  retnained,  regularly  anfwering 
our  morning-gun  *5  and  thence  they  went  to  Laken-hilli 
where  they  continued  till  they  \yere  diflodged  by  general 
Johnfon,  when  he  marched  to  Vinegar- hill. 

It  is  probable  that  the  whole  province  of  IVIunfter 
would  have  been  defolated  as  muph  as  the  county  of 
Wexford,  if  the  valour  and  aflivlty  of  general  Johnfon 
had  not  preferved  Rofs ; for  it  has  been  difcovered,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  inoft  parts  of  that  province  v/ere  to  have 
rifen  by  a preconcerted  plan,  if  that  town  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels ; and  it  was  proved,  that 
xneffengers  were  on  the  point  of  being  fent  froip  Waterford 
by  the  treafurers  of  the  united  IriHimen,  to  fummon 
the  people  of  the  South  to  rife.  General  JoTinfon  was 
feen  in  every  part  of  the  battle,  giving  orders  and  animat- 
ing the  troops.  It  is  aftonifliing  hovr  he  efcaped,  as  he 
v/as  of'en  in  the  moft  perilous  fituations,  and  had  two  horf~ 
es  fhot  under  him.  He  received  very  material  affiftance 
from  general  Euftace,  whofe  valour  and  a^ivity  were  very 
cotifpiciious.  during  the  a^lion. 

The  barbarity  pra£llfed  at  Scullabogue,  has  been  thus 
ffated  by  Mr.  Hay  in  his  hiffory  of  the  infurre(Tion  at 
V/exford. 

It  is  an  invariable  maxim  that  cowardice  and  cruelty 
are  very  clofcly  allied.  This  was  moft  ftrongly  exem- 
pii&ed  by  the  barbarous  conduct  cf  the  run-away  murder- 
ers 
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esj  who  fled  from  the  bgttle  of  Rofs  to  Scullabogue,  \yhere 
a number  of  prifone/s  were  confined  in  a barn,  to  which 
thef^  favage  milcreants  (having  overpowered  the  guards, 
who  refifted  them  as  long  as  they  could)  fet  fire,  and  made 
eyery  perfon  within'  its  walls,  nearly  eighty  in  number, 
pgrifh  in  the  flames.  One  hundred  and  eighty-four  are 
confidently  afferted  to  have  been  vi£lims  to  this  melan- 
choly occafxon,  befides  tbirty-feven  fhot  and  piked  *,  but 
then  the  fame  account  ftates,  that  the  barn  v/as  in  di- 
menlions  only  thirty-four  feet  long,  and  fifteen  feet  wide  ; 
and  it  is  not  therefore  within  the  limit  of  reafonable  pro- 
bability that  there  were  fo  manv,  as  they  would  have  been 
To  clqfely  cramed  in,  that  the  cruelty  of  fuch  confinement 
could  not  efcape  notice  ; indeed,  in  fuch  cafe  they  could 
fcarcely  ftand  together  and  refpire.  I am  therefore  led  to 
believe,  that  the  aflertors  of  thefe  flatements  have  been 
impofed  upon,  as  eighty  perfons  would  rather  crowd  fuch^ 
a fpace  too  much  for  the  purpofes  of  maintaining  life  and 
health ; and  I am  confequently  induced  the  more  readily 
to  think^the  information  more  cerreeb  with  which  I have 
been  favoured  by  refpeclable  and  difinterefted  authority 
from  the  neighbourhood  in ‘which  the  nefarious  tranfacTuion 
took  place  5 and  furely  it  rnuft  prove  grateful  to  every 
mind  to  be  fo  agreeably  undeceived  refpeffing  the  fewer 
number  of  yidims.  Wickednefs  is  fekiom  exhibited  only- 
in  Angle  afts  of  depravity  ; it  fcarcely  ever  omits  exerting 
every  poflible  a61ion  of  bafenefs.  Such  of  the  viflims  at, 
Scullabogue  as  had  any  thing  about^ihem  worth  taking, 
were  plundered  before  being  configned  to  their  horrid  fate. 
It  is  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  fanguinary  ruffians  con- 
cerned in  this  moft  deteftable  tranfaflion,  that  it  was  in 
retaliation  for  like  deeds  of  defperate  cruelty  pra<ffifcd 
againft  themlelves,  and  irritated  as  they  were  from  recent 

experience  of  p^rfecutions  and  tortures  of  every  kind ; 

whippings,  flrangulations  and  hangings  without,  trial, 
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which  feme  of  the  party  had  narrowly  efcaped  a few  days 
before  in  Rofs,  where  thefe  meafures  were  very  prevalent : 
but  no  incentive,  no  perfecution,  no  experience  of  cruelty 
can  palliate,  much  lefs  excufe,  fuch  unnatural  and  deteft- 
able  atrocity.  It  is  but  judice,  however,  to  obferve,  that 
,in  this  horrid  tranfaclion,  no  perfon  of  luperior  condition  ; 
none  above  the  mere  canaille^  or  lowed;  defeription  of  men 
was  at  all  concerned,  however  confidently  the  contrary  has 
^been  alTerted  ; but  infamy  of  this  indelible  nature  fliould 
never  fo  much  as  glance  but  at  its  proper  objedls.  Were 
the  faft  otherwife  than  as  here  ftated,  it  mufi:  have 
been  notoriouflv  manifefted  in  the  courfe  of  the  feveral 
trials  fince  had  in  confequence  of  the  very  enormity,  and 
for  which  fome  mifereants  have  been  juftly  doomed  to  ex- 
ecution. 

About  this  time,  fome  matters  of  lefs  importance  hap- 
pened in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  A party  of  rebels 
were  lurprifed  at  Adrafi^  a mile  and  a half  beyond  Cel- 
bridge  ; fome  of  them  were  killed,  many  wounded,  and 
feveral  of  them  made  prifoners.  Leixlip  was  alfo  again  at- 
tacked, for  the  lafl:  time,  and  about  20  of  the  rebels  were 
cut  off.  A party  of  them  alfo  that  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  bog  of  Timlhoe,  near  Kllcock,  were  furrounded  and  put 
, to  flight  *,  they  abandoned  their  camp  and  provifions,  and 
even  their  arms,  in  their  hafie  to  feek  for  fafety.  A few 
days  previous  to  this  event,  about  Soo  of  them  aflembled 
in  the  vibage  of  Carbery,  5 miles  from  Clonard  ; where 
they  burnt  the  Proteftant  Charter-fehool,  and  feveral 
lioufes ; they  then  proceeded  through  Johnflown  burn- 
ing and  defiroying  the  houfe  of  every  Protefiant  on  the 
road  ; having  halted  at  a place  called  Gurteen,  they  there 
deftroyed  the  houfe  of  Mr  F.  Medcalf^  and  committed 
ma  ny  depredation^. 
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On  the  7th  of  June,- Major  Siddons,  commanding  in 
Antrim,  received  information  that  the  rebels  were  to  burn 
and  dedroy  that  town:  He  fent  an  exprefs  to  Blaris 
camp,  Belfaft,  and  Lifburn.  At  half  pad  two  o’clock, 
there  arrived  from  Belfaft  two  troops  of  horfe  commanded 
by  Colonel  Lumly,  with  a fix  pounder;  The  rebels  col- 
leded  to  the  amount  of  fome  thoufands.  Lord  Mafiareene’s 
corps  of  yeomanry  aflifted  on  the  occafion.  Colonel  Lumly 
ordered  his  troops  to  make  a charge  on  the  enemy  ; he 
was  unfortunately  wounded,  and  the  light  horfe  obliged  to 
* retreat  and  crofs  the  river  ; Major  Seddons  had  3 horfes 
fhot  under  him.  Colonel  Durham  foon  arrived  with 
additional  afllftance  ; and,  after  a well  directed  fire  on  the 
town,  the  infurgents  were  driven  out  ; 2 curricle  guns  were 
retaken  which  had  fallen  into  iher  hands,  and  a fix  poun- 
. der  ; they  were  purfued  to  Shane’s-caftle  and  Randals- 
flown,  with  much  flaughter,  Lord  O'Neil  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  rebels  were  in  polTeflion  of  Reynaldsftown, 
went  to  Antrim  with  a fmall  party,  intending  to  prote(ft 
his  houfe  ; he  was  attacked  on  the  way  by  a party  of  the 
infurgents,  and  received  a defperate  wound  from  a pike, 
under  \vhich  he  languilhed  till  the  Jith  June,  when  he 
died  in  great  agony. 

In  .the  before  mentioned  aeftion,  the  rebels  are  faid  to 
have  loft  500  men.  After  their  defeat,  the  Monaghan 
militia  arrived  and  plundered  them.  As  to  the  a^lion  at 
Reynaldsjlown^  which  took  place  about  the  fame  time,  the 
lofs  of  the  rebels  there  is  ftated  to  have  been  above  300. 
In  the  engagements  of  this  day,  the  Ballinderry  yeomanry 
fuffered  a great  deal  ; the  lofs,  on  the  part  of  the  army, 
was  3 officers,  and  20  rank  and  file  killed  and  wounded: 
amongft  thefe,  we  have  to  mention  Cornet  Dunn  and 
Quarter-mafter  Simpfon  killed,  Lieutenant  Murphy  wound- 
ed. 


Another 
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Another  body  of  the  rebels  attacked  the  towii  of  Larne 
tvhere  a fubaltern’s  detachment  of  the  Tay  fencibles 
maintained  their  pod:  in  the  barrack  with  great  gallan- 
try. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  by  accounts  received  at  Dublin 
from  Bclfadj  it  was  dated,  that  the  rebels  in  that  quarter 
were  difperfed  in  all  directions,  except  at  Toome,  whither 
General  Knox  and  Colonel  Clavering  were  proceeding  ; 
and  that  many  of  them  had  laid  down  their  arms : alfo, 
that  Mr.  IVrCIeverty  had  returned  from  Donegar-hili,  to 
V/hich  place  he  had  been  carried  prifoner  by  2000  rebels  : 
Whilil  he  was  in  this  fituation,  the  infurgents  difagreed 
and  quarrelled  among  themfelves  ; afid  from  his  influence 
and  addrefs  amongft  them,  1500  of  them  left  their  cafnp, 
furrendered  their  arms,  and  fwore  they  would  never 
again  carry  an  oflenflve  weapon  againft  his  Majefty,  Or 
his  loyal  fubjeCts  j many  more  of  them  difperfed  ; and  their 
commander  was  left  with  about  fifty  men  only. 

On  this  day  alfo  commenced  a battle  at  Arklbw  : 
the  rebels,  in  great  force,  attacked  Major-General  Need- 
ham’s portion  at  this  place,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening: 
ithey  advanced  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  extended  them- 
felves, for  the  purpofe  of  turning  his  left  flank,  his  rerc 
and  right  flank  being  flrongly  defended  by  the  town  and 
barrack  of  Arklow  ; upon  their  ehdeavoiiring  to  enter  the 
lower  end  of  the  town,  they  were  charged  by  the  4th  dra- 
goon guards,  5th  dragoons,  and  Antient  Britons  ; and,  at 
iaft,  completely  routed  ; all  round  the  other  points  of  the 
pofitlon,  they  were  defeated  with  great  daughter  5 — They 
alfo  fet  fire  to  the  town  ; but  this,  providentially,  ferved 
only  to  annoy  themfelves.  Their  numbers  are  faid  to  have 
amounted  to  20,000.  In  this  engagement,  Captain  Knox  of 
the  yeomanry  was  ; the  rebels  alfo  loft  their  favourite  Fa- 
ther Murphy^  who  had  proceeded  with  them  from  Wexford. 

The 
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The  limits  to  which  we  are  confined  will  not  permit 
us  to  enter  into  a minute  detail  of  the  feveral  adlions  which 
occurred  ; the  prefent  one,  however,  having  been  impor- 
tant, we  fhall  add  General  'Needham's  account  of  it,  by  let- 
ter, dated  Arklovv,  loth  of  June,  1798,  which  ftates  as 
follows  ; — *•  The  rebels  approached  from  Coolgrenyroad, 
‘‘  and  along  the  Jand  hills  on  the  Ihore,  in  two  immenfe  co- 
“ lumns,  while  the  intermediate  Ipace,  embracing  my  en- 
tire  front,  was  crowded  by  a rabble,  armed 'with  pikes  and 
fire>arms,  and  bearing  down  on  me  without  any  regular  or- 
der  j the  pofitioii  I had  chofen  was  a very  ftrong  one,  in 
front  of  the  barrck  ; as  foon  as  the  enemy  approached 
“ within  a fhort  diftance,  we  opened  a heavy  fire  of  grape, 
“ which  did  as  much  execution  as,  from  the  nature  of  the 
« ground  and  the  ftrong  fences  of  which  they  poflefled  them- 
felves,  could  have  been  expelled ; this  continued  incefiantly 
**  from  fix  until  half  paft  eight  o’clock,  when  the  enemy  de- 
fifted  in  their  attack,  and  fled  in  difordcr  on  every  fidei 
“ Colonels  ir  PFatk.  W,  TVynne  routed  a ftrong  column  of 
“ them  attempting  to  gain  the  town  by  the  beach.  Colo- 
nel  Maxwell  ofiered  his  fervice  to  burn  fome  houfes  in 
the  front,  near  the  end  of  the  a(ftion,  and  eflb^ed  it 
without  lofs.  Colonel  Skerrett,  of  the  Durham  fencible?, 
on  whom  the  brunt  of  the  adlion  fell,  adled  in  a molt 
**  fpirited  and  determined  manner  ; as  did  alfo  Colonel 
O'Hara^  who  commanded  the  Antrim,  and  covered  the 
road  on  my  right,  &c.” — The  General  then  mentions,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  of  approbation,  the  condu£l:  of  Colonel 
Copey  Lieut-Col.  Blackwood^  Lieut.-Col.  Cleghorn^  Captain 
Moore,  Captain  Needham,  Mr.  Whaley^  and  the  officers  and 
men  in  general.  In  this  engagement,  no  officer  was  wound- 
ed. Upon  fearching  the  fields  and  cabins  in  the'  line  that 
was  taken  by  the  rebels  in  their  retreat,  it  appears  their 
lofs  could  not  have  fallen  (hort  of  about  looo  men. 
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Gn  the  fame'  day,  Colonel  Stapleton  having  informaticifi 
of  a number  of  people  aflembled  at  Saintjieldy  he  fet  out 
from  Ne’ivtownardSy  with  a detachment  of  the  York  fen- 
cible  regiment,  accompanied  by  the  Newtownards  and 
Comber  yeomen  cavalry  and  infantry  ; altogether,  about 
320  men  and  2 field  pieces.  About  half  pafl:  4 o’clock 
in  the  evening,  they  fell  ‘upon  the  rebels,  fuppofed  to 
have  been. between  fix  and  leven  thoufand.  The  light  in- 
fantry, commanded  by  captain  Chelwynd,  advanced  to  fecure 
an  eminence  on  the  right  ; which  having  accompanied, 
he  was  attacked  by  a force  of  at  leaft  3000  men,  the  front 
arfued  with  pikes,  the  centre  and  rere  with  muikets,  whofe 
fire  galled  them  Icverely,  till  the  body  of  the  troops  and 
the  field-pieces  came  up,  when  the  rebels  were  defeated 
^with  the  lofs  of  about  500  men,  amongft  whom  were 
many  of  their  leaders.  The  king’s  troops,  after  routing 
the  infurgents,  marched  to  Comber , where  they  halted  dur- 
ing the  night  5 ’and  next  morning,  proceeded  to  BelfaJL 
In  this  action,  Captain  Chetwyndy  Lieutenant  Unitey  and 
I.  Sparksy  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Edenfon  wOunded  z 
- — The  total  lofs,  on  the  part  of  the  king’s  troops,  was  29 
killed,  and  2 wounded. 

Accounts  were  now  received  by  General  Nugent  from 
Colonel  Claveringy  that  the  difaffefted  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Antrim  had  exprefied  a defire  to  fubmit,  and  re- 
turn to  their  duty.  At  Ballyrnenay  a nunber  of  pikes  and 
muficets  were  delivered  up  ta  the  magillrates  ; many  more, 
with  a brafs  field-piece,  were  alfo  furrendered  to  major 
Sidaoits.  In  the  town  of  KildarCy  however,'  the  rebels 
made  feyeral  attempts  to  difiodge  his  Majefty’s  forces  from 
that  poft,  by  repeatedly  fetting  it  on-  fire  ; much  of  the 
town  fufiered  ; and  it  required  the  utmoft  exertions  of  the 
foldiery,  to  prevent  the  whole  from  being  deftroyed. 


Major- 
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Major-general  Sir  Charles  Afgill  attacked,  with  about 
300  men,  a rebel  camp  at  the  rere,  near  Rofs,  which  he 
completely  difperfed,  and  killed  50  men.  Lieutenant-Col. 
Stewart  alfo  having  marched  from  Blaru^  with  a part  of  the 
Argyle  fencibles,  30  cavalry,  and  fome  yeomanry,  arrived 
at  Ballinahinch  as  the  rebels  were  beginning  to  collect:  he 
relieved  fome  yeomen  who  were  In  their  pofTeffion,  and 
difperfed  the  rebels,  who  fled  into  Lord  Moira^s  wood, 
whither  they'  were  purfued,  about  40  of  them  killed,  and 
the  remainder  routed; 

On  the  of  June,  Major-general  Nugent  marched  a- 
gainft  a large  body  of  rebels,  who  retired,  on  his  approach, 
to  a ftrong  pofition  on  the  Saintfield  fide  of  Ballinahinch^ 
and  there  made  a fhew  of  refiftance,  endeavouring  to  turn 
his  left  flank ; but  Colonel  Stewart  arrived  from  Down, 
with  a pretty  confiderable  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
yeomanry,  they  foon  defifted,  and  retired  to  a very  flrong 
pofition  behind  Balinahinch.  General  Nugent  attacked 
them  the  next  morning  at  3 o’clock,  having  occupied  two 
hills  on  the  left  and  right  of  the  town,  to  prevent  the  re- 
bels having  any  other  choice  than  the  mountains  in  their 
rere,  for  their  retreat  ; he  fent  Lieutenant- Colonel  Stewart 
to  poft  himfelf,  with  a part  of  the  Argyle  fencibles  and 
fome  yeomanry,  as  well  as  a detachment  of  the  2 2d  light 
dragoons,  in  a fituation  from  whence  he  could  enfilade  the 
rebel  line ; whilft  Colonel  Lejlicy  with  part  of  the  Mona- 
ghan militia,  fome/ cavalry,  and  yeomen  infantry,  fhould 
make  an  attack  upon  their  front.  The  rebels  impetuoufly 
attacked  Colonel  Lejlys  detachment,  and  even  jumped  into 
the  road,  from  the  Earl  of  Aloira's  demefne,  to  endeavour 
to  take  one  of  his  guns  ; but  they  were  repulfed  with  daugh- 
ter. Lieutenant-colonel  Stewards  detachment  was  attack- 
ed by  them  with  the  fame  a<5fivity,  but  he  repulfed  them 
alfo  ; and  the  fire  from  his  hov/itzer  and  fix- pounder,  foon 

obliged 
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obliged  them  to  fly  in  all  directions.  Their  force  was  very 
confiderable  ; about  400  c5f  them  were  killed  in  the  attack 
and  retreat,  and  the  remainder  dlfperlcd  all  over  the  coun- 
try their  principal  leader,  one  Munro,  was  afterwards 
taicen.  Parts  of  the  town  of  Ballynahinch  and  Saint^eld 
vrevi*  burnt.  In  this  engagement,  Captain  Evatt,  of  the 
Ivlo;t  ‘ ’ in  militia,  was  killed  j and  Lieutenant  £////,  of  the 
fam  giinent,  wounded.  The  lofs  of  rank  and  file,  was 
5 k .d  and  14  wounded.  Major-general  Nugent  ac- 
knowledged the  fervices  received  from  Lieut.-Col.  Peacock^ 
and  Major  of  brigade,  Machinnor, 

On  the  iith_of  June,  the  Poriaferry  ycom^inrYi  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Matthews,  made  a moft  gallant 
defence  againft  a large  body  of  rebels  who  attacked  the 
town  of  Portaferry ; the  yeomen  having  taken  pofleffion 
of  the  market -houfe,  from  which  poft  they  repulfed  the 
rebels,  who  left  behind  them  about  40  dead,  and  many 
more  were  carried  off.  Captain  Hopkins,  of  a revenue 
cruifer,  br  >ught  his  guns  to  bear  upon  the,  town,  and  was 
of  grtii  Tervice  in  defending  it. 

On  the  1 2th  qf  juncy  Major-general  Sir  Charles  Ajglll 
having  heard  that  a large  body  of  the  rebels  had  marched 
from  the  county  of  Wexford  againft  Borrlsy  and  were 
burning  the  towui ; he  proceeded  to  it's  relief  with  400 
men,  but  the  rebels  had  fled  before  he  could  arrive ; they 
had  attacked  the  houfe  of  a Mr.  Kavanaghy  in  which  were 
29  men  of  the  Donegal  militia,  who,  notwithftaading  the 
inceflant  Arc  kept  on  them  for  Tome  hours,  defended  them- 
Iclves  in  the  moft  gallant  manner,  and  killed  feveral  of  the 
infurgents.  Nothing  could  furpafs  the  determined  brave- 
ry of  ,thefc  few  men.  The  rebels  effeCfed  their  efcape  into 
the  county  of  Wexford. 

On  the 


/ 


Colfectanea  JJ’olttfca. 


291 

Oh  the  I'^th  of  Juney  a letter  received  by  Lieutenant 
general  Lake  from  Major-general  Johnjion  at  New-Rofs  of 
tliis  date,  ftated,  that  having  received  information  that 
the  rebels  had  fitted  out  feveral  boats  and  other  craft,  for 
the  purpofe  of  efFe£ling  their  efcape,  he  fent  Lieutenant 
Hill,  with  fuch  armed  veffcls  as  could  be  ipared  from 
Fethardy  where  they  were  collected,  with  orders  to  deftroy 
the  whole  5 which  Lieutenant  Hill  efteiJ^ed  with  his  ufual 
fpirit,  and  without  lofs  5 thirteen  large  failing  hookers,  and  • 
a great  many  fmall  boats,  were  burnt. 

A letter  alfo  received  from  Major-general  Sir  Charles 
Afgill  ftated,  that  Captain  Heatly,  of  the  Wicklow  militia, 
had  fallen  in  with  a party  of  the  rebels  near  Roar^  on  re- 
turning from  Rofs  to  Goivrariy  and  killed  forty  of  them. 
The  parifh  of  Roavy  and  the  adjoining  parifhes,  offered  to 
furrender  their  arms. 

On  the  i6th  oijuney  advices  were  received  from  Major- 
jgeneral  Nugent,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  rebels  who 
had  been  defeated  at  Ballinahinch  petitioned  for  pardon, 
and  offered  to  furrender  up  all  their  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion: the  Major-general,  in  reply,  promifed  to  accept  their 
fubmillion,  on  the  condition  of  their  giving  up  their  leader, 
Munro,  and  the  other  principal  traitors  who  had  inftigated 
them  to  their  late  wicked  praflices ; they  were  to  have 
furrendered  on  the  15th,  by  j 2 o’clock;  however,  Munro 
was  taken,  by  general  Nugent,  early  on  that  morning. 
The  general  ftated  his  acknowledgments  for  the  fervices 
of  Major-general  Barber;  and  mentioned,  with  great  fatis- 
fadlion,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Boyd  of  Baliycaftle.  The 
general  went,  on  the  Friday  before,  to  Colerain  ; where 
he  colle£Ved  the  DunfevenJeh  and  Giant's-Caujeway  corps, 
with  which,  together  with  his  own,  he  returned  to  Bally^ 
cafiky  and  beat  the  rebels  out  of  that  place  ; and  then  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  to  punifli  them  between  that  town  and'G/^^^m; 
The  rebel  commander  Munro  was  tried, by  a court-martial, 
and  executed  ; on  the  trial,  the  following  proclamation 
was  produced  and  proved,  viz. 

**  General  Mu  tiroes  proclamation  to  his  army^  and  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  county  of  Down. 

No^  to  pay  any  rent  to  the  difaffeEled  landlords ^ as  fuch  rent 
* is  confjcated  to  the  ufe  of  the  national  liberty  %uar. 

Head-quarters^  Ballynahinchy  i2th  JunCy  1798, 

' * The  following  curious  letter  from  Munro^  directed  to 
citizen  Townfiend  of  Ballynahinch,  was  alfo  produced  and 
proved. 

‘‘  Worthy  Citizens^  . 

“ We  have  fome  fmall  reinforcement,  fay  300  men:  I 
hear  your’s  is  much  more  5 I hope  the  defenders  have 
««  rallied  to  you  ; fend  me  exprefs.  I fend  you  fome  ball- 
cartridges.  You  mufl  prefs  for  provifions  as  we  do ; 
««  I will  fend  you  fome  more  to-day,  and  any  thing  that 
can  be  got  here-  a. 

MUNRO. 

««  Diefday  mornings 

“ The  citizens  are  in  choice  fpirits,  longing  for  aftion. 

Healthy  and  RefpeB. 

On  the  iqth  of  JunCy  at  ii  o^clock  at  night,  a recruit 
of  Captain  Clerk's  gave  information  that  the  town  of  KiL 
heggan  would  be  attacked  on  the  next  day.  As  many 
iimilar  alarms  had  been  > circulated  before,  this  was  not 
much  regarded  ; however,  the  videts  of  horfe  were  ordered 
to  keep  a careful  look  out,  and  give  inftant  intelligence, 

fhould 
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fhould  any  numbers  of  men  be  defcrled  by  them.  At  break 
of  day,  fome  perfons  were  perceived  on  the  top  of  a hill 
weftward  of  the  town  ; immediate  notice  was  given  to  the 
commanding  officer,  who  directed  that  the  horfe  guard 
ffiould  continue  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  ; and 
Ihould  their  numbers  increafe,  to  retreat  flowly  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  front  to  the  town  and  apprife  him  of  the 
fame.  , 

It  foon  appeared  that  their  force  was  between^  3 and 
4000,  divided  into  bands,  from  60  to  an  hundred,  in  re- 
gular order,  with  different  kinds  of  arms,  principally  pikes, 
from  five  to  ten  feet  long ; pitchforks,  &c.  Each  band 
moved  feparatefy,  headed  by  an  officer  diftinguifhed  by  a 
green  fafh  or  cockade  : mod  of  the  men  had  white  paper 
bands  round  their  hats.  It  was  remarked  that  many  of 
them  were  intoxicated.  There  were  then  under  arms, 
60  of  the  Northumberland  fencibles,  about  30  of  the 
Fertullagh  cavalry,  and  30  loyal  proteftants,  who  cither 
belonged  to  the  town,  or  had  fled  there  for  refuge.  Oii 
^he  firft  appearance  of  the  rebels,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to 
"■Jullamore^  where  the  principal  part  of  the  7th  dragoons 
lay ; General  Dunn  forwarded  a troop  of  about  80  men. 
Tbe  rebels,  at  firft,  began  an  attack  on  the  hills,  and 
obliged  the  fencibles  to  vetreat  to  the  town ; mean  time, 
the  loyalifts  cleared  the  flreets,  which  had  been  full  of 
rebels,  without  the  lofs  of  a man  ; the  cavalry  purfued, 
and  thefe,  aided  by  a difmounted  party,  who,  on  hear- 
ing the  firing,  had  haftened  here  from  Tyrrell’s- pafs, 
defeated  the  enemy,  and  killed  four  hundred  of  them. 

Thefe  circumflances  having  taken  place,  advices  were 
afterwards  received  from  Waterford,  that  General  Johii- 
fon  had  marched  from  Rofs  to  attack  the  rebels  at 
;j^arkinriiill,  within  two  miles  of  that  place,  where  they 

had 
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had  been  encamped  for  fome  time.  On  the  approach  I 
of  the  military,  they  fled  in  all  directions;  leaving  their  s 
camp,  a large  <]^yantity  of  provilions,  See.  &:c.  behind  ' 
them  ; the  army  continued  it’s  rout  ; and  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  found  in  the  rebel  camp,  directed  to  citi- 
zen Roac4i,  commanding  the  camp  at  Larkin-hill,  before 
Rofs. 

June  i6th,  1798.. 

Dear  Citizens^ 


We  (hall  at  all  times  be  anxious  to  comply  with  your, 
wifhes  ; we  have  before  us  a meflage  from  citizen  Hughes^ 
exprefling  your  with  to  have  all  the  men  in  Forth  and 
“ Bargy  in  your  camp.  Taking  that  demand  in  the  full 
« extent,  v/e  cannot  comply  with  it  ; there  are  manjt 
« reafons  againft  it ; for  inftance,  the  protection  of  the 
« coafl^  pro'^ifioDS,  Bcc.  &c.  We  have,  however,  now 
iflued  orders,  defiring  all  unmarried  men  to  repair  to 
camp  immediately.  We  did  fo  before,  but  they  were 
not  fully  obeyed  ; at  the  prefent  time,  particular  obedi- 
“ cnce  will  be  enforced  ; and  we  truft  you  will  fhortly 
find  at  your  camp  a number  of  frefli  young  fellows, 
as  well  appointed  and  provided  as  your  beft  efforts  can. 
accomplifii  ; and  we  truft,  you  will  find  in  them  the 
“ means  of  gratifying  your  wifhes  on  the  lubjeCt  5 we  wi% 
V you  every  fuccefs  in  our  glorious  caufe. 


Health  and  fraternity. 


Council  chamber, 
« W^exford. 


By  order  of  the  council. 
NICH.  GRjr,  Sec. 


« P.  S.  The  appearance  of  the  armed  velfels  off  our 
« coaft,  will  enforce  the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  married 
^ “ men  at  home,  until  a frefh  occafion  calls  upon  them.’* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 
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Miacli  at  BaIlyfiafcayi^\—'’Ponfonby-bridge. — - BLjcliJlalne*j->_ 
mountains. — Rebel  proclamation  at  VTcxford. — Engagement 
at  Vinegar -hill. — Propofals  from  Matt.  Keoughe  to  General 

Lake. — Proceedings  at  Goffs-bridge. Gore' s-bridge. 

Shano-hill.  — Hachets-town. — Kilconnel-hill. — Fox'  s-hill.^ 
Carnew. — Ballymanub. — Wicklenv-gap.—Kilreiny. •‘•Roberts^ 
town. — Clonar'd. — Free  pardon  held  out. — Amnejly  billf — 
Arrival  of  the  French  at  Killala, — Lord  Cornwallis  marches 
againjl  the  enemy. 


f-  Flugh  O'Reilly^  Lieutenant-, 

j colonel  of  the  Weflmeath  militia,  with  part  of  his  regl- 
ment,  were  attacked  on  their  march  from  Cloghnahilty  to 
Bandony  near  a village  called  Ballynaf early y by  a party  of 
the  rebels,  who  had  taken  up  the  beft  pofition  on  the 
whole  ma^h.  The  attack  was  made  with  great  rapidity, 
and  without  the  leaft  previous  notice.  The  rebels  were 
repulfed,  with  confiderable  lofs.  A detachment  of  the 
Caithnefs  legion,  under  the  command  of  Major  InneSy  was 
then  on  it’s  march  to  Cloghnakilty  ; and  hearing  the  fir- 
ing, very  critically  came  up  to  the  afliftance  of  Sir  Hugh 
' O^Reilly.  ^ 

On  the  20th  June,  Lieutenant  Peaccy  of  the  city  of  Cork 
snilitia,  fent  a ferjeant  and  four  aien  to  efcort  a prifoncr 

from 
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from  Hazelhatch  to  S allin s % 2X  Ponfonhy-hridge^  they  fell 
in  with  a number  of  rebels  ; the  ferjeant  immediately  re- 
tired, and  fent  off  an  orderly  with  the  account  ; the  Lieu- 
tenant immediately  difpatched  a ferjeant  and  eight  men 
tp  his  affiflance  ; and  being  joined  on  the  fpot  by  three 
of  the  yeomanry,  an  engagement  took  place,  in  which 
25  of  the  rebels  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  completely 
routed. 

Same  day,  Major-general  Sir  Charles  Afgill  marched 
from  Borrisy  to  attack  a parcel  of  the  rebels  who  had  coU 
levied  at  Blackflair^s-mountains  ; the  general’s  force  was 
divided  into  two  diviljons,  that  took  different  routes  \ they 
found  the  rebels  fcattered  through  the  country  in  great 
numbers  ; Lord  Loftus^  of  the  Wexford  militia,  command- 
ed one  party,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Howard^  of  the 
Wicklow,  the  other,  under  the  direftion  of  Sir  Charles  i 
upwards  of  an  100  of  the  infurgents  were  killed,  the  reff 
difperfed,  and  feveral  guns  and  pikes  taken. 

We  come  now  to  mention  fomething  of  the  affairs  at 
Wexford  ; previous  to  which,  it  niay  be  proper  to  notice 
the  following  curious  proclamation,  which  was  iffued  there 
the  beginning  of  June,  1798,  viz.. 

Proclamation  of  the  people  of  the  county  oflVesford, 

Whereas,  it  ftands  manifeftly  notorious,  that  James 
Boyde,  Hawtry  WhitCy  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald 
Hamilton  Jacoby  late  magiftrates  of  the  county,  have 
committed  the  moll  horrid  adls  of  cruelty,  violence  and 
oppreffion,  againft  our  peaceable  and  well  affected  coun- 
trymen  \ Now  wcy  the  people  y affociated  and  united  for 
“ the  purpofe  of  procuring  our  juft  rights,  and  being 
« determined  to  protedl  the  perfons  and  properties  of  thpfe 
« of  all  religious  perfuafions  who  have  not  oppreffed  us. 


Coliedanca  25? 

and  are  will  mg,  with  heart  and  hand^  to  join  our  glo», 
“ rious  caufe,  as  well  as  tQ  jhew  our.  marked  difapproba'* 
tion  and  horror  of  the?  crimes  of  the  above  delinquents, 
*<  do  call:  on  our  counirymen^at  lafgej)  to  ufe  every  exertion 
« in  their  power  to  apprehend  the  bodies.- of  the  aforefaid 
« James  Boyd,  &;g.  &c.  and  to  fccure  and  convey  them  to 
the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be  brought  before  the  tribunal  of' 
the  people, 

« Dofflc  at  Wexford,-  this.^th-^'^y^ofdune,  . j 
God fave  the  Veopler 

It  bias  been  already -mentipned,  that  dconfiderable  rebel  " 
force.  - had  been  encamped  on  Vinegar-hilL  This  hill  is , 
.very.fteep,  rifing  in  the  form  of  a cone;  at  the  but  of  it, , 
are. two.  other  hills,  with,  quick- fets,  ayid  other-  ditches  a- 
crofs  them  ; a river  run^  at  the  bottonx  of  both ; and  ad. 
jaeent  is  a fmall  wood.  At  the  bottom  oi  V^negar-hlli  Hes 
the  town  of  Ennifeorthy  ; and  on  the  top  of  the  great  hilh> 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  windimill^  on  which  the  rebels- 
had  placed  thrir  green  flag  of  defiance. 

On  the-  aifl  of  June,  about  7 o^clock  in  the.  morning, 
Lieutenant-general  Leike  attacked  the  rebels  at  Vinegar-hill  % 
and  in  an  hour  and  a half,  they  were  difperfed,  A column 
under  Major-generals  Johnfon  and  Euftace  was  drawn  from 
Rofs,  and  they  began  the  attack  upon  the  town  of  Ennifl 
eorthf.  Lieutenant-general  Dundas  commanded  the  center 
column  ; another  on  the  left^  was  commanded  by  Major- 
general  The  rebels,  for  fome  time,  maintained 

their  ground  obftinatelyi ; but  perceiving  the  danger  of  be- 
ing furrounded,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation.  At  this, 
engagement,  Lieutenant  Sartdyst  of  the  Longford  regiment, 
was  killed.  Colonel  King,  of  the  Sligo  ; Lord  Blaney 
and.  Colonel  of  the  county  of  Dublin  regiment ; and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Cole^  was  wounded.  There  was  a dread- 
Vgl.  Ul  U fd 
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iiil  fiaughter  of  the  rebels ; from  whom  were  taken  3 brafs 
, Ex  pounders,  i three  pounder,  7 one  pounder,  3 howitzers, 
of  different  dimenfions,  and  a great  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion. In  the  official  accounts,  Geiierai  Lake  acknowledged 
the  fervices  he  received  from  Colonel  Campbell^  Major- 
general  Hewitt  and  Cradock,  Lord  Gleniworth^  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Blythe)  Lieutenant-colonel  Meade)  Earl  Ancrant)  ^ 
Lord  Rodert)  Captain  Bloomfield)  of  the  Britifh,  and  Capt. 
Crawford)  of  the  royallrifii  artillery,  and  Captain  KicholfoU) 
the  General’s  aid-de-camp,  &c. 

The  infurgents,  at  this  time,  committed  the  moft  hor- 
rid atrocities  in  the  town  and  county  of  Wexford.  Many 
proteftants  were  tortured  and  put  to  the  moft  ctuel  deaths, 
particularly  in  the  town  ; of  which,  it  was  bptore  obferved, 
the^^'ebels  had  entire  pofleffion.  The  particulars  relative 
"v,,  to  thefe  proceedings,  will  be  noticed  in  a fubfequent  part 
.of  our  hiftory  % the  audacity,  however,,  of  the  rebel  party, 
appears  from  the  following  propofal  made,  on  their  part, 
to  Lieutenant-gen.  Lah)  as  follows  ; 

^ That  Captain  McManus  fball  proceed  from  Wexford 
towards  Oulard,  accompanied  by  B,  Hay,  appointed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  all  religicos  perfu»..finrjs,  to  inform  the 
««  officer  commanding  the  king*s  troops,  that  they  are  ready 
to  deliver  up  the  town  of  Wexford  without  oppofition, 
**  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  allegiance, 
provided  that  their  perfons  and  properties  are  guaranteed 
^ « by  the  commanding  officer  ; and  that  they  will  ufe  every 
influence  in  their  power  to  induce  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try  at  large  to  return  to  their  allegiance  alfo.  Thefe 
terms,  we  hope,  Captain  McManus  will  be  able  to 
procure.  Signed,  by  order  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wex- 
ford, 

. . MATT,  KEVGHE:^ 

\ 


To 


Conectanca  Poittfca,  m. 

To  thcfe  propof^ils  G^ne^al  Lah^  returned:  the  following 
anfwer, 

‘<^Iiieatenant-generai  Lake  cannot  attend  to  any.  terms, 
offered  by  i^ebeis  ia  arms  againfi:  their  Sovereign  ; whilft 
they  continue  fo,  he  muft  ufe  the  force  entrufted  t® 
‘“'him  with  the  utmofl:  energy  foe  their  dedruftion.  To 
t^he  deluded  multitude,  he  promifes  paj^don,  on  their  dc* 
•slivering  into  his  hands  their  leaders,  furrendering  their 
<*.arms,  and  returning  with  (incerjty,  tQ  their, allegiance. 

^KEnnljmrthy,  22d  JunQ^  ^79^^' 

The  above-mentioned-  Mr,  Keughe^.  a Mr.  R^ache,.  v/lth 
other  principal  pt^fons.  concerned  in  this  infurredion, 
fooa, after  wards  fell  into  the  hands. of  General  who^ 

in  a few  days  obt4iaed  poffeiiion  of  Wexford,  to  the  in- 
expreffible  joy  of 'the  unfortunate  proteftants,  who'^had 
been  in  momentary  expe£tation  o£  deatb.^.  This  fortunate 
event  may  be  attributed  to  th?  fuccefe  of  Brigadier-general 
Kimref  who  in  a letter  to  Major-general  Jahnforiy  dated  the 
22fl?of  June,  from  the  camp  above  Wexford,  mentions  ^ 
That  on  the  evening.of  the  1 8^/^,  he  had  taken  poft,  near 
Fo^kes^-milL  in  the  park  of  Mr.  Sutton.  He  nest  day  fent- 
a ftrong  detachment,  under  Jhieutenant-.coloriel  Wilkinfon, 
to  patrole  towards  Tinterii  and  Clonmines,  with  a view  to 
fcour  the  country,  and  communicate  with  the  troops  di«, 
re£fed.  to  join  him  from  Duncannon.  The  Lieutenant-, 
colonel  found  the  country  deferted,  and  got  no  tidings, 
of  the  troops.  General  Moore  waited  for  them  fome 
snd  defpairing  of  their  arrival,  began  his  march  to  Tagh-; 
mon.  Having  marched  about  half  a mile,  he  perceived  sl 
confiderable  body  of  rebels  advancing  towards  him.  He. 
lent  his  van  guard  to  fkirmifh  with  them,  whllff  a howitzer 
and  a fix-pounder  were  directed  to  a crofs  road  above 
Geffs-bridge,  and  feme  companies  of  light  infantry  formed 
each  fide  of  them^  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Wil^nfon-, 
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The  rebels  attempted  to  attack  thefe,  but  were  mftantly 
repuifedj  and  driven  beyond  the  bridge.  A large  body 
(fays  General  Moore)  were  perceived  at  the  fame  time 
“ moving  towards  my  left.  Major  Aylmer,  and  afterwards 
“ Major  Daniel,  with  five  companies  of  light  infantry,  and 
a fiX”pounder  were  detached  againft  them.  The  both 
“ regiment  finding  no  further  oppofition  in  front,  had  of 
themfelves  inclined  to  the  left,  to  engage  the  body  which- 
was  attempting  to  turn  us.  The  action  here  was  for  a 
fhort  time  pretty  fharp.  The  rebels  were  in  great  num- 
bers,  armed  with  both  muskets  and  pikes.  They  were, 

««  however,  forced  to  give  way  and  driven,  (tho*  they 
repeatedly  attempted  to  form,)  behind  the  ditch.  They 
««  at  lafi:  difperfed,  flying  towards  Ennifeorthy  and  Wex- 
ford.  Major  Daniel  received  a wound  in  the  knee  ; the 
bufinefs,  which  began  between  three  and  four,  was  not 
over  ‘till  eight  5 it  was  then  too  late  to  proceed  to  Tagh- 
««  mon  ; I therefore  took  poft  for  the  night  on  the  ground 
where  the  acStion  commenced.  As  the  rebels  gave  way, 

« I was  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  2nd  and  29th  , 
regiments,  tender  Lord  Dalhoufie.  In  the  morning  of 
the  2 1 ft,  we  were  proceeding  to  Taghmon  ; on  my  ar- 
rival,  the  rebels  fled  over  the  bridge  of  Wexford,  to-p 
wards  the  barony  of  Forth, &c.  In  this  defeat,  the 
force  of  the  rebels  appears  to,  have  been  between  three  and 
four  thoufand. 

On  the  22d  June,  Sir  Charles  Afgill  received  informati- 
on early  this  morning,  that  the  rebels,  amounting  to  feve- 
ral  thoufands,  had  efcaped  from  the  county  of  Wexford, 
and  formed  at  Kellymount,  and  were  proceeding  to  Gore’s- 
bridge  He  inftantly  aflembled  all  the  force  he  could 
colledl,  and  marched  towards  them  ; However,  he  did  not 
arrive  in  time  to  prevent  their  defeating  the  detachment 
which  was  at  that  place,  and  taking  24  men  of  the  Wex- 
ford militia  prifoners  5 they  marched  oflf  rapidly  towards 

Leighlin, 
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Leighlin,  and  took  their  portion  at  Shanohill,  intending 
to  form  a junction  with  the  colliers  at  Caftlecomer.  As 
loon  as  the  troops  were  prepared  to  move,  Sir  Charles 
marched  to  attack  them ; they  had,  however,  before 
his  arrival,  burned  the  town,  and  forced  the  foldiers  who 
were  in  it  to  retire ; on  his  arrival,  he  attacked  the  rebels 
on  ail  lides,  and  difperfed  them  with  great  flaughter,  about 
400  of  them  being  killed  ; they  were  commanded  by  one 
Father  Murphy.  The  force  again  ft  them  conhfted  of  the 
Wexford  and  Wicklow  militia,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Loftus  and  the  honourable  Colonel  Howard ; the  cavalry 
were  commanded  by  Major  Donaldfon  of  the  7th  dragoons, 
and  Major  Bernard  of  the  Romney  fencibles  *,  with  feveral 
yeomanry  corps  from  Kilkenny  and  Carlow. 

On  the  25th  June,  early  this  morning,  a body  of  rebels, 
confining  of  feveral  thoufands,  marched  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Wicklow  to  attack  Hacketftown  : on  feeing  them 
approach,  Lieutenant  Gardiner,  of  the  Antrim  militia, 
with  the  troops  under  his  command,  took  poft  on  the  mod 
advantageous  ground  near  the  town,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  gaining  pofleflion  of  it  *,  but,  after  a fliort 
attack,  they  filed  off  in  difterent  directions,  with  an  in- 
tent to  furround  him,  and  cut  him  off.  Lieutenant  Gar^ 
diner  then  retreated  with  the  infantry,  to  line  the  walls 
and  windows  of  the  barrack.  A conteft  enfued,  in  the 
midft  of  flame  (the  rebels  having  fet  fire  to  the  town)  for 
nine  hours  ; when  they  were  obliged  to  retreat.  30  car- 
loads of  their  killed  and  wounded  were  carried  olTby  them 
in*  their  retreat ; and  many  of  their  dead  were  found  in  the 
ftreets  and  ditches.  Captain  Hatdy,  of  the  Hacketftown 
infantry,  fell  early  in  the  aClion.  Confidering  the  feverity 
of  this  engagement,  the  bfs,  on  the  part  of  the  army,  was 
comparatively  fmall. 
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Cn  the  a6th  of  Juhej  Sir  Charles  AfgHi,  who  command- 
ed at  Kilkeriiiy,  fsarihg  the  'conf£<jtienceS  that  might  re- 
fult  from  allowing  the  'rebels  t©  vemfe.in  any  length  of  time 
:h  that  neighbourhood,  (whither  they  had  fied  from  Wex- 
ford) rffolved  to  attack 'thecr>,  %hhout  waiting  for  any 
reinforcement..  He  bad  about  i too  tnen  ; the  rebels 
ameuDted  to  near  5000.  He  engaged  with  them  at  lix  o*- 
■clock  in  the  morn.ing,  at  Kilconnebhill,  near  GoreV 
bridge,  and  foon  defeated  them.  Ifen  pieces  of  canrion, 
two  fwivels,  and  a quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  caflle^ 
'^&c.  Stc.  were  taken.  in  this  engagement,  Lieutenant 
Stones f of  the  Mount-Lemder  yeomanry,  Was  unforttnateiy 
killed. 

The  conSderable  lofs  %hich  the  rehels  had  liithn'to 
fuffered,  was  thought  fufficient  now  to  convince  the^  of 
their  difabiiity  to  (ucceed  in  their  defigns  5 and  govern- 
ment therefore  humanely,  offered  them  an  opportunify  of 
preventing  further dleftruflion.  A proclamation  wasiffued, 
enabling  the  refpeftive  generals  commanding  in  the  differ- 
ent diftrifPts,  to  offer  pardon  and  amnefty  to  fuch  of  the 
deluded  inlurgents  as  fhould  come  in  to  an  appointed  place 
m each  county,  and  furrender  and  give  up  their  arms,  in 
fourteen  days  from  the  date  hereof  5 and  certificates  of  pro- 
te^lion  to  be  granted  to  all  who  Ihould  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  abjure  their  former  treafonable  obligations, 
and  give  fecurity  for  future  good  behaviour. 

On  the  29th  June,  Lieutenant  jTyrrf//,  of  the  Clonard 
corps,  having  received  information  that  a body  of  the 
j.cbcis  had  flationed  themfelves  upon  a hill  near  his  dwell- 
iug-houfe  at  Kilreiny,  allembied  a force,  and  proceeded 
to  Fox*s»hill,  where  they  v/ere  polled,  to  the  number  of 
600  3 an  attack  was  commenced  5 and  they  were  routed 
with  coiifiderable  daughter. 
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On  the*  3d  of  July,  about  2000  of  the  rebels  attacked 
the  town  of  Carnew^  upon  the  confines  of  the  counties 
of  Wexford  and  Wicklow,  A fmall  party  of  the  Antient  - 
Britons,  who  were  coming  to  the  aid  of  the  yeomanry  at 
Carnew,  fuffered  much  on  the  occafion.  The  rebels  hav- 
ing artfully  prevented  the  communication  by  barriers  c£ 
baggage  and  carriages  j which,  while  the  Antient  Britons 
were  endeavouring  to  force,  rfie  rebels;  in  a great  body, 
fell  upon  their  rere,  and  put  them  to  death,  after  a very 
gallant  refiftance.  The  yeomanry,  however,  repulfed 
them  ; but  could  not  prevent  that  town  from  being  de- 
ftioyed.  The  rebels  afterwards  concentered  their  troops 
near  the  hill  of  Ballymanus,  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
I low. 

On  the  4th  July,  Major-general  Needham  and  Sir  James 
Duff  proceeded  to  furprife  a large  body  of  rebels  that  were 
pofted  at  the  White-heaps.  The  rebels  having  moved 
from  their  poll,  were  met  by  Sir  James  Duff's  column  at 
the  WickloW'gap  ; and,  after  a few  cannon  fhot,  they 
retreated  : Sir  James  purfued  : General  Needham's  column 
was  at  too  great  a diftance  for  his  infantry  to  .afllft  ; but 
his  cavalry  joined  in  the  purfuit,  which  continued  for  1 2 
miles  ; when  they  were  flopped  on  fome  riling  grounds  ; 
here  the  regiments  under  Sir  James  coming  up  with  their 
curricle  guns,  the  rebels  were  put  completely  to  flight,  with 
very  confiderable  (laughter. 

On  the  nth  July,  Lieutenant  Tyrrell^  of  Kilreiny,  who 
has  been  already  mentioned,  received  information  at  that 
place  from  Mr.  Richard  Alkn^  that  a confiderable  rebel 
force  was  then  approaching:  upon  which  every  poflible 
preparation  was  made,  to  oppofe  them.  As  the  enemy 
was  expected  from  the  Dublin  fide,  fix  men  of  the  Clonard 
corps  took  pofleffion  of  an  old  turret  at  the  extremity  of 
Mr.  Tyrrell's  garden,  and  which  commanded  the  road. 

Such  ‘ 
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Siich  was  the  rapidity  with  'which  the  rebels  advanced, 
that  the  firing  aflu^ily  commenc^H-from  this  quarter  upon  ■ 
their  cavalry,  before  the  -entire  ,gu^rd  could  be  collefted  4 
and  the  leading  into  the  court-yard  was  obliged  to  be 
clofed  : wher  eby  feveral,  who  could  otherwife  have  aiKfted, 
were  necelTanly  O^^cKided  ; and  when.  Mr.  Tyrrell  came  to 
afeertain  his  force^  he- found  he  h^d  twentyrfeven  men, 
incfuiimg  three  of  his  fo-fes,  the whom  was  only 
feventeen  yeahs  old.  iYftcr  ^fending  a fwpply  of  ammuni- 
tion to  the  advariced  poft  at  tht  turret^  and  ftationing  o- 
ther  outpofts,  he  retired  into  the  hoafe  with  the  main 
body;  and  placing  them  at  particular  windows,  gave  di- 
rections th?4t  they  fliould  *?ot  hre  without  having  their  ob 
jeCt  covered  } he  had  the  relt  dPthe  men  fecured  behind 
the  walls,  and  incelTantly  employed  in  loading,  muskets  and 
carabines  lor  the  marksmen  at  the  te?indows  About  300 
rebel  cavalry,  led  on  by  one  FarreUj,  'formed  their  advanced 
guard,  and  approached  the  turret  in  a fmall  trot,  without 
appearing  to  apprehend-  any  dangeif.  The  firft  fhot  was 
hred  by  yoA#r!g  -Mr.  Tyrrell^  w^hich  mortally  wounded 
Farrell-,  and' berng followed  by  a general  difeharge from 
the  reft  among  the  body  of  the  cavalry,  threw  them  into 
great  confufion,  in  which  ftate  they  fled  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  firing  ; the  infantry  coming  up,  contrived  to  pafsthe 
turret  urrtler  cover  of  the  wail  ; and  numbers  were  pofted 
behind  a thick  hedge  the  oppofite  fide  ef  the  road, 
from  which  they  kept  up  a imart  fire  again  ft  the  turret,  but 
without  doing  any  material  milchief.  The  intention  of  the 
enemy  was  now  to  furround  the  houfe  ; and  they  flationed 
a guard  upon  the  bridge,  many  of  whom  were  fhot  by  the 
markfmen  from  the  windows,  upon  which  the  reft  fled  ; 
this  was  of  great  importance  to  the  little  garrifon  in  Cio- 
nard,  as  the  communication  with  the  weftern  road  was,  in 
great  meafure,  preferved.  The  enemy  now  contrived  to 
penetrate  into  the  garden ; and  fome  of  them  rufhed  im- 
mediately into  tbe  turret ; the  yeomen  flationed  there  were 
' upon  * 
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\jpon  an  upper  floor  ; they  had  the  precaution  to  drag 
up  the  ladder  by  which  they  afeended  5 the  rebels  endea- 
vouring to  climb  up,  were  fhot  as  foon  as  they  appeared  ; 
twenty-feven  of  them  lay  dead  on  the  ground- floor.  Find- 
ing their  efforts  ineffectual,  they  collected  a quantity  of 
ftraw,  and  foon  fet  fire  to  the  turret.  Two  of  the  yeomen, 
endeavouring  to  efcape  the  flames,  viz.  Mr.  Cufack  and 
Mr.  George  Tyrrell,  were  immediately  killed ; the  reft  of 
the  party  efcaped,  by  leaping  from  a window  twenty  feet 
high,  into  a hay  yard ; from  whence,  under  cover  of  a 
wall  that  divided  it  from  the  garden,  they  got  into  the 
houfe. ' The  rebels  now  fee  fire  to  the  toll-houfe,  and  fome 
other  cabins  near  the  bridge  5 the  battle  had  lafted  near  fix 
hours  ; when,  at  length,  fome  affiftance  was  difeovered 
advancing  towards  the  houfe  \ for  one  of  the  guard  who 
had  been  excluded  by  the  {hutting  of  the  gates,  repaired 
to  Kinnegad  \ and  reprefented  the  fituation  of  his  friends 
at  Clonard,  a party  of  the  Kinnegad  infantry,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Houghton,  with  a few  of  the  Northumberland  fen- 
cibles,  marched  to  their  relief ; on  their  arrival,  Mr.  Tyrrell 
fallied  from  the  houfe ; and  having  effeCled  a junClion 
with  this  reinforcement,  the  town,  after  a fmart  engage- 
ment was  entirely  cleared  of  the  rebeb,  who  fled  in  great 
numbers  ; unfortunately,  the  brave  Mr.  Richard  Allen, 
who  had  fo  gallantly  defended  the  turret,  was  mortally 
wounded. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  a party  of  the  Nethercrofs  cavalry 
fell  in  with  a body  of  the  rebels  at  Robertftown ; and 
after  bravely  cutting  their  way  through  them,  and  killing 
fcveralj.  brought  the  intelligence  to  government.  They 
foon  afterwards  went  again  in  fearch  of  the  rebels,  who 
had  then  fled  from  Robertftown,  and  were  met  by  them 
near  Chapel wid way,  where  they  took  feveral  prifoners ; 
and  afterwards  furprisM  a party  of  them  at  St-  Margaret’s 
whom  they  purfued  with  fpirit,  killed  feveral,  and  took  a 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition.  The 
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The  rebdh  had  been  defeated  at  Clonard  moved  to- 
wards Longwood,  and  were  purfued  by  a detachment  un- 
der Brig-general  Meyf  ick  aimoft  to  Culmullin.  Several  of 
itiiem  were  killed}  and  others  taken  prifoners.  However, 
the  main  body  reached  Dunboyne,  and  proceeded  to  the 
liiil  at  Garretftown  5 in  confcquencc  of  which,  Major- 
general  went  with  a party  in  purfuit  of  them  ; but 

chey  patfed  in  the  night  over  the  river  Boyne  ; they  were 
purfued  by  two  divifions  under  Major-general  Wemys  and 
Major-general  Meyrick  ; and  their  cavalry  having  come  up 
with  them,  the  rebels  formed  a flrong  pofition  in  the  road 
CO  Ardee.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Sutherland  regiment  with 
the  battalion  guns,  the  rebels  fell  into  confufion,  and  broke 
in  all  dire^ions ; the  principal  party  of  them  fled  into  the 
bog  5 where  being  followed,  many  of  them  were  deftroyed, 
and  a number  of  pikes,  fire-arms,  8cc.  were  taken.  The 
rebels,  in  their  retreat  over  the  Boyne  towards  Garriftown, 
were  alfo  attacked  by  a detachment  under  Captain  Gordon  ; 
who  took  from  them  200  horfes,  and  killed  about  150  in- 
furgents. 

It  was  now  reported,  that  the  mountains  of  Wicklow 
aiforded  a retreat  to  a large  body  of  the  rebel  fugitives  5 
and  Lieutenant-general  Lake  was  fent,  with  different  co- 
lumns in  various  direftlons,  to  clear  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. On  his  return-  he  brought  the  pleafing  intelligence 
that  he  could  not  find  any  party  of  them  whatever  af- 
fembled  in  that  dire£fion.  The  Lieutenant-general  gave 
the  highefi:  credit  to  the  perfeverance  and  fpirit  of  the 
troops,  during  very  long  and  difficult  marches,  through 
a country  aimoft  inaccdfible  to  an  army.  The  fa£l: 
was,  the  rebels  had  previoufly  palled  over  to  th«  Bog  of 
Alien. 

On  the  17th  July,  Lord  Caftlereagh  read  to  the  houfe 

commons  a meffage  from  Ifis  «pi6licncy  the  I^ord  Lieu- 

tenant; 
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tenant}  importing  his  majefty^s  orders  to  acquaint  thchoufe, 
that,  wiftiing  to  cxercifc  his  royal  prerogative  of  mercy, 
he  held  forth  a free  pardon  and  oblivion  to  all  paft  offences, 
trith  fuch  exceptions  and  conditions  as  fhould  be  deemed 
abfolutely  neccffaiy  to  the  public  fafety,  and  had  affixed 
his  royal  lignature  to  a bill  for  that  purpofc  ; the  melTage 
further  recommended  to  the  houfe,  to  make  the  fufferings 
of  his  Majefty^s  loyal  fubjeds  a part  of  it’s  deliberations, 
and  to  adopt  meafures  for  afeertaining  and  indemnifying 
their  Ioffes,  &c. 

Some  days  after,  an  exprefs  arrived  in  Dublin  with  the 
intelligence  that  a large  body  of  infurgents  had  affembled 
at  Nine^mile-houle.  General  Sir  Charles  Ajgill  inftantly 
proceeded  with  a force  under  his  command  to  that  place : 
but  General  Myers  having  alfo  received  fimilar  accounts 
on  the  road,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a body  of  yeo- 
manry and  militia,  and  arrived  there  before  Sir  Charles  ; 
the  rebels  did  not  wait  his  approach,  but  fled  in  all  direc-  , 
lions.  General  Myers  then  proceeded  to  ClonmeL  A num- 
ber of  the  rebels  afterwards  affembled  to  attack  Callan  \ but 
they  were  alfo  routed,  with  confiderable  lofs. 

The  amnefty  bill,  which  has  been  already  noticed,  hav^ 
ing  given  the  difaffefted  party  an  opportunity  of  faving 
themfelves  from  punifhment  by  a compliance  with  it’s 
provilions,  and  the  defigns  of  it’s  leaders  being  hitherto  de- 
feated, the  principal  perlons  concerned  in  this  rebellion 
now  thought  it  advifeable  to  make  the  beft  capitulation 
they  could  with  government  \ and  accordingly  they  pro- 
pofed  to  his  excellency  the  Lord  Lieuteoanr,  to  give  every 
ir formation  in  their  power  of  the  whole  of  the  internal 
trania^tions  of  the  United  Irifhmen  ; and  that  each  of  them 
would  give  detailed  information  of  every  tranf action  that 
had  paffed  between  the  United  Iriflimen  arid  foreign  ftates  j 
without,  however,  naming  or  deferibing,  fa  as  to  implicate 

any 
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any  perfon  whatever  ; and  that  they  were  ready  to  emigrate 
, to  fuch  country  as  Ihould  be  agreed  upon  between  them 
and  government,  giving  fecurity  not  to  return  to  this  king- 
dom without  permiflion  5 and  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy’s 
country  ; if,  oil  their  fo  doing,  they  fliould  be  freed  from 
profecution  5 and  that  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  * was  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  the  benefit  of  the  faid  propofal.”  Theftate 
prifoners  alfo  hoped  that  the  benefit  of  fuch  propofal  would 
be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in  cuftody  as  might  choofe  to 
claim  it.  This  propofal  was  figned  by  Arthur  Connor ^ 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet^  William  M^Nevin,  Samuel  Nellfon^ 
Henry  Jackfon^  J^hn  Sweetman^  and  upwards  of  feventy 
other  prifoners.  In  confequence  of  this  propofal,  feveral 
of  the  fubferibers  thereto  were  afterwards  examined  before 
the  houle  of  commons  ; and  the  fa£ls  difclofed  by  them 
are  fully  ftated  in  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  of  that 
houfe  in  1798, 

The  different  engagements  already  ftated  between  the 
King’s  forces  and  the  rebels,  are  the  moft  material  that  oc- 
curr’d  during  the  rebellion,  ’till  the  arrival  of  a body  of 
French  troops,  which  is  hereafter  mentioned.  Some  trifl- 
ing contefts  took  place  between  fmall  parties  on  both  fides, 
that,  being  of  lefs  importance,  have  not  been  particularly 
noticed.  On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  the  following  letter  was 
received  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  from  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  as  fecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

/ 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  iordfliip,  by  com- 
“ mand  of  my  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  intelligence  is  juft 
**  received,  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  Inft.  a fmall 
French  fquadron  confiding,  as  it  is  ftated,  of  four  fhips, 

« has 


Mr.  Bond  was  at  this  time  confined  and  under  fentence  of  death ; t 
t'is  execution  was,  in  confequence  of  this  application,  deferred  ; but  he 
died  fuddenly  in  prifoa  a fbort  time  after* 
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<*  has  appeared  in  the  bay  of  Klllala^  and  landed  part  of 
t their  men;  the  amount  of  this  force  is  not  yet  afeertained. 

^ I am,  at  the  fame  time,  to  acquaint  your  lordftiip,  that 
' a iquadron  of  his  M^jefly’s  Ihips,  confifting  of  a line  of 
; battle  fhips  and  five  frigates,  are  cruifing  off  the  N,  W, 

‘‘  coaft  ; and  there  is  good  realon  to  hope,  they  will  fall 
“ in  with  the  enemy.** 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  difpatches  were  received  from 
the  honourable  Major-general  Hutchinfon  at  Caftlebar, 
which  ftated,  that  the  French  troops  had  difembarked 
■ at  Killala,  but  had  not  then  attempted  to  march  into  the 
country  ; that  they  had  not  yet  been  joined  by  any  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  ; and  that  the  Major-gen.  was  pro- 
ceeding to  a£l:  againft  the  enemy  with  the  king’s  troops, 
who  were  receiving  every  afiiftance  from  the  people  of  the. 

E country. 

t 

> His  Excellency  the  Marq.  Cornnvallis  thought  proper, 

J however,  to  a6l  againft  the  enemy  in  perfon  ; and,  on 
; the  following  day,  he  embarked  at  the  grand  canal  harbour  * 
S for  Tuilamorey  at  the  head  of  1000  men,  drafted  from  the 
r regiments  then  in  the  garrifon  of  Dublin.  The  number 
^ of  the  enemy  who  had  landed,  confifted  of  above  looo 
% rank  and  file,  with  a very  confiderable  proportion  of  offi- 
; cers,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  We  (hall  now  proceed  to 
' ftate,  from  the  beft  authority  and  moft  accurate  information 
we  could  colle£l:,  the  feveral  events  which  took  place  on 
this  occafion. 

r 

A fmall  party  of  the  Leicefter  fencible  infantry,  under 
Lieutenant  Hills  of  that  regiment,  and  the  yeomanry  of 
the  town  of  Killala,  attempted  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of - 
the  enemy  to  the  town,  but  were  furrounded  and  taken 
prifoners,  having  three  men  killed.  The  bifhop  of  Killala, 
Dean  Thompfin^  and  fome  other  clergymen,  were  alfo 

made 
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made  prifoners  by  the  French  j fwho  upon  entering  the 
town,  diftributed  a number  of  inflammatory  haod^bills  ta 
the  populace,  declaring  therafelves  friends  to  the  people,; 
and  their  deliverers  from  oppreffion.  On  the  morning  of 
the  14th  of  Auguft,  the  French  marched  from  Killala 
towards  BalUna  ; but  meeting  with  greater  oppofltion  than, 
they  probably  expected,  they  retreated  to  Killala.  In  ibe 
evening,  Major  Keir  haying  been  reinforced  by  feveral; 
corps  of  yeomanrys  advanced  to  within  one  mile  and  a half 
of  Killala  5 but  was  obliged  to  fall  back,  after  an  unfuc^efs- 
ful  fkirmifli,  in  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fartefcuey  re£loc 
of  Ballina,  and  two  men  of  the  Carabiniers,  were  wounded, 
the  former  mortally.  In  the  retreat,  Major  Kir/  met  Colonel 
Sir  Thomas  Chaymiarii  who  was  advancing  with  three  troops 
of  the  cafibiniers,  and  fome  infantry.  Sir  Thomas  Chapman,. 
having  colle<5fed  the  troops,  took  poft  on  an  eminence 
saear  Moyne- abbeys  \yhence  he  retreated,  unraolefted,  at 
12  o’clock  at  night,  through  Ballina  to  Foxford,  Brigadier- 
general  Taylor  had,  on  this  day,  marched  from  Sligo,  with, 
a detachment  of  the  Leicefter  fenclbles  and  fome  yeomanry, 
towards  Ballina  ; but  finding  that  place  had  been  occupied 
by  the  French  upon  the  retreat  of  the  king’s  troops,  he  re- 
turned  to  Sligo.  Lieut.-gen.  Lake  was  appointed  to  proceed 
to  Galway,  and  take  the  command  of  the  troops  aflembling 
in  Connaught  5 Lord  Cornwallis  meaning,  in  perfon,  to, 
colleff  the  troops  that  could  be  marched  from  Leinfter  at 
Athlone  or  Carrick-on-Shannon,  as  circumftanccs  fhould 
point  out.  Major-geaeral  Nugent  was  dire^led  to  aflemble 
a corps  on  the  frontier  of  his  direffion  (the  Northern)  towdird^ 
Sligo.  Other  neceflary  difpofitioRS  took  place. 

On  the  25th  of  Auguft,  Major-gen,  Huf chin/on  arrived 
at  Caftlebar ; be  found  the  country  through  which  he  had 
pafled  in  a ftate  of  tranquillity ; but  a report  prevailed,  that 
the  French  who  remained  at  Killala  and  Ballina  had  been 
joined  by  1800  men  5 which  induced  the  General  to  write 

ta 
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to  Lord  Cornwallis  for  further  aiHliance,  befxe  he  would 
attempt  to  attack  them. 

Lord  CornwaUis  proceeded  toPhilipftown  withhxs  forces  | 
whoi  in  the  fpace  of  two  days,  had  made  a progress  of 
about  6o  Englifli  miles.  In  the  mean  time,  reports  were 
received  from  Major-gen*  ]3undas  who  commanded  in  the 
coanty  of  Kildare,  that  a general  infurreflion  was  intended 
in  that  county  ; in  confequence,  he  had  been  under  the 
neceflity  of  detaining  part  of  the  reinforcements  ordered  to> 
Connaught. . 

On  the  27th  of  Auguft,  the  French  troops,  about  7 o« 
clock  this  morning,  commenced  an  attack  on  Major-gen.  . 
Hutchinfon^s  corps  at  Calflebar  \ who  had,  the  night  before^ 
been  joined  by  General  Lake,  The  enemy  advanced  in 
regular  o^der  upon  the  kipg’s  troops,  having  been  joined 
by  about  1500  rebels;  the  artillery,  under  Captain  Bhoriall^ 
was  admirably  ferved,  and  made  a vifible  impreffion  ; in- 
fomuch,  that  the  enemy’s  advance  was  actually  checked, 
and  they  began  to  difperfe  5 at  this  critical  moment,  our 
troops,  as  if  feized  with  a fudden  panic,  and  without  any 
apparent  reafon,  gave  way  ; and  notwithftanding  every 
effort  of  the  Generals  and  all  their  officers,  they  could  not 
be  rallied  ; but  retired,  in  confufion,  thro*  Caftlebar 
towards  HoUymount.  Lord  Rodents  fencible  dragoons,  on 
this  occafion,  fhewed  great  gallantry  ; they  protefled  the 
retreat  of  the  infantry  ; and  even  recovered  a fix-poundcr 
which  the  French  had  pufhed  forward  through  Caftlebar. 
The  fkeleton  of  the  6th  regiment,  under  Major  Machean-^ 
alfo  behaved  with  great  fpirit  in  the  aflicn  ; the  enemy, 
however,  fuffered  feyerely.  The  total  lofs,  on  the  part  of 
the  army,  appears  to  have  been,  1 feyjeant,  52  rank  and 
file,  killed  ; 2 Lieutenants,  3 ferjeants,  29  rank  and  file 
wounded  ; a few  officers,  and  251  rank  and  file,  miffing. 
Of  the  foldiers  of  the  Longford  and  Kilkenny  militia  that 

' were 
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were  returned  mifling,  it  feems  the  . greater  part  had, 
ferted  to  the  enemy.  There  was  alfo  taken  by  the  eheroya^ 
feme  field-pieces  and  a <^uantity  of  ammunition* 
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CHAP.  Xlfl.  . 

Further  particulars  of  the  proceedings  at  Cnflebar. — Lord 
Cornwallis  proceeds  to  Athlone. — Encamps  near  Ballinamore. 
— Moves  onward  to  Knock-hill. — Tuatn.  — Hollymount. — 
MohllL-— Proceedings  at  BaUmamuck  ; defeat  oj  the  rebels 
and  French, 

HE  proceedings  at  Caftlebar  are  thus  related  more  in 
detail,  by  Sir  R.  MuTgrave. 

Major-general  Hutchinfon  arrived  at  Caftlebar  on  the 
twenty-fifth,  and  made  proper  difpofitions  to  receive  the 
enemy.  Two  roads  led  from  Ballina  to  Gaftlebar ; one  to 
the  eaft  of  Lough  Conn,  by  Foxford,  a village  eleven  miles 
from  Caftlebar, . and  fitu^ted  on  the  river  Moy,  which  is 
broad  and  deep,  and  is  crofted  by  a bridge  of  many  arches. 
As  this  is  by  far  the  beft  road,  general  Hutchinfon  de- 
tached the' Kerry  regiment,  with  their  battalion  guns,  to 
defend  that  pals,  and  brigadier-general  Taylor  arrived  there 
aho,  with  a detachment  of  regular  troops  and  yeomanry. 
As  there  is  a very  ftrong  pafs,  called  Barnageehy,  on  the 
other  road,  to  the  weft  of  Lough  Conn,  and  as  it  is  far  lefts 
pra£licable,  and  therefore  much  lefts  frequented  than  the 
road  by  Foxford,  it  was  univerftally  believed,  and  it  was- 
reaftonable  to  ftuppofte,  that  the  French  would  make  their 
approach  by  the  latter  ; and  it  is  moft  certain  that  general 
Humbert,  openly  and  fteduloufly  announced,  ftome  hours 
before  he  marched,  that  he  would  proceed  by  Foxford, 
intelligence  oft  which  was  conveyed  to  generals  Hutchinlon 
and  Trench;  and  the  better  to  deceive  them,  he  marched 
' VoL.  Ill  X part 
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part  of  the  road  towards  Foxford,  and  then  turning  fud- 
dcnly  to  the  right,  he  proceeded  by  Lough  Conn,  where  a 
narrow  pafs,  called  Barnageehy,  through  a defile  in  a high, 
range  of  mountains,  is  fo  ftrong  by  nature,  that  one  com- 
pany with  a battalion  gun  pofted  there  would  have  checked 
the  progrefs  of  the  French.  But  for  the  reafons  which  I 
have  afligned,  generals  riutchinfon  and  Trench  could  not 
have  the  mod;  remote  fufpicion  that  the  French  would  ad- 
vance by  that  road. 

“ At  the  hour  of  3 o’clock  in  the  morning,  a yeoman, 
who  had  been  vifiting  his  farm  near  Barnageehy,  arrived, 
and  informed  general  Trench  that  he  had  leen  a large  body 
of  men  in  blue  cloaths  advancing  that  way;  on  which  the 
general  proceeded  to  reconnoitre,  attended  by  a tew  dra- 
goons ; but  when  he  had  advanced  about  three  miles  from 
Caftlcbar,  he  was  fir«d  on  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
French.  He  then  returned  with  the  utmofl:  fpeed,  and 
inarched  the  garrifon  to  a riling  ground  outfide  the. town, 
which  he  had  fixed  on  the  prcceeding  day  as  an  alarm  poft, 
fhould  the  enemy  advance  to  attack  them.  It  was  on  a hill 
at  the  north-weft  extremity  of  the  town,  running  from  call 
to  weft,  and  commanding  a rifing  ground  oppolite  to  it. 
over  which  the  French  muft  necefiarily  pafs,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  about  one  thoufand  yards. 

Our  line  was  drawn  up  in  the  following  order  ; the 
Kilkenny  militia,  the  Ikeleton  of  the  6th  regiment  of  foot, 
and  a fubaltern's  detachment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  fen- 
cibles,  formed  the  firft  line.  The  Frafer  fencibles,  with  a 
fmall  corps  of  Galway  yeomen  infantry,  formed  a fecond 
line  ; but  both  drawn  up  in  irregular  lines,  fo  as  to  occupy 
the  fummits  of  the  heights  they  were  deftined  to  defend. 
1 he  four  companies  of  the  Longford  were  drawn  up  in  a 
val'ey  in  the  rere,  and  a little  on  the  left  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Kilkenny.  The  cavalry  confifted  of  the  ift  fencibles. 
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and  a part  of  the  <5th  dragoon  guards,  were  ftationed  in  the  . 
rear  of  the  firft  line,  fome  piquets  excepted,  who  had  been 
previoufly  fent  out,  and  fome  yeomen  cavalry,  who  were 
ported  in  different  quarters. 

, 1 

“ Captain  Shortall,  who  commanded  the  artillery,  took 
port  with  two  curricle  guns  in  front  of  the  firft  line,  con* 
fifting  of  the  6ih  infantry  and  the  Kilkenny,  who  were 
a little  to  his  right,  to  fupport  that  flank  j the  two  battalion 
guns  attached  to  the  Kilkenny  militia  being  on  his  left, 
feparated  by  the  road,  but  parallel  to  him.  He  left  the 
two  other  curricle  guns  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
in  an  open  I’pace,  under  Lieutenant  Blundel  of  the  ar- 
tillery. 

They  remained  in  this  fituation  till  near  eight  o’clock, 
when  the  enemy  appeared  in  columns,  advancing  over  the 
rifing  ground  in  front.  When  the  French  general  viewed 
our  line,  he  covered  his  column  deep  with  rebels,  drefled 
in  French  uniforms,  to  draw  the  fire  on  them,  and  from 
^ his  own  men.  A numerous  rabble,  w^ho  were  all  plunderers, 
attended  them  alfo. 

« AVh  en  they  had  nearly  gained  the  fammit  of  the  hill,  a 
round  fliot  from  captain  Shortall's  right  gun  ftruck  the. 
head  of  their  column,  and  nearly  divided  it  in  two  parts. 
This  made  them  fall  back,  feemingly  in  confufion  ; but  in 
fome  time  advancing  again,  a fhot  from  the  fecond  gun 
ftruck  them  with  the  fame  effecft^  as  the  firft,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  part  of  the  column  on  the  right  of 
where  his  ftiot  entered  rufhed  forward  (about  fifty  yards) 
to  the  cover  of  a houfe,  on  which  the  captain  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  diredt  his  fire  againft  the  main  body,  and  foon 
fncceeded  in  driving  them  back.  After  this  the  enemy 
difappeared  for  a few  minutes,  when  they  advanced  a third 
time  in  the  fame  diredion,  but  endeavouring  to  dsftroy  the 
^ ■ effedl 
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effect  of  the  fiiot,  by  forcing  fome  cattle  into  their  front. 
In  this  attempt  they  were  alfo  fruftrated,  and  obliged  to  re- 
tire under  cover  of  the  hill.  In  a fhort  time  they  were  per- 
ceived departing  from  the  centre,  which  was  performed 
in  a quick  and  mafterly  ftyle,  with  the  files  very  open.  In 
this  manner  their  line  advanced,  until  it  was  contiguous  to 
the  place  from  whence  their  column  had  been  previoufly 
obliged  to  retire.  Here  it  was  that  our  infaiury  committed 
a fatal  mifiakq,  in  beginning  to  fire  at  fo  great  a diftance, 
that  it  could  produce  no  effe^f,  which  the  enemy  impudng 
to  panic,  or  the  want  of  judgment,  rufhed  rapidly  forward  - 
to  fome  hedges  immediately  in  our  front,  under  cover  ot 
which  they  continued  to  advance  in  detached  parties,  and 
without  preferving  any  regular  line,  and  at  the  lame  time 
extending  iheir  wings  with  an  evident  defign  of  outflanking 
us.  In  this  fituation  they  did  not  refill  him  fufiiciently 
with  their  musketry  ; and  in  a very  Ihort  rime  after,  the 
detachment,  which  was  polled  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
fiipporting  the  guns,  retired,  leaving  behind  them  the 
gallant  Major  Alcock,  of  the  Kilkenny,  who  was  wound- 
ed. 

It  was  Itill  hoped  that  they  would  have  rallied  in  rere 
of  the  guns,  when  they  perceived  the  execution  made  by 
the  canifter  (hot  ; but  they  ran  off;  and  captain  Shoitall 
had  only  time  to  fire  three  rounds,  when  the  enemy  ruflied 
in  on  his  right,  and  would  certainly  have  put  him  and  all 
his  men  to  death,  but  that  it  is  fuppofed  their  arnmunition 
was  expended.  While  captain  Shortall  was  at  the  britchin 
of  his  gun,  he  was  clofed  by  a French  ofiicer,  who  having 
fired  a piftol  at  him,  and  miffed  him, - was  on  the  point  of 
drawing  his  fword,  but  the  captain  knocked  him  down 
with  his  fill,  and  then  retreated. 


In 
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<<  In  juftice  to  the  earls  of  Ormond  and  Longford,  I think 
it  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  they  did  their  utmoll:  to  rally  their 
regiments. 

“ The  earl  of  Granard,  major  Thomfon,  captains  Cham- 
bers and  Armftrong  rallied  fome  foldicrs  of  the  Longford, 
and  fome  ftragglers  of  other  corps,  and  covered  the  retreat 
of  our  troops,  by  maintaining,  as  they  retired,  a well-dl- 
reded  fire  from  behind  hedges  and  walls  on  the  enemy  as 
they  advanced.  Thefe  officers  then  took  poff  on  the  bridge 
with  their  fmall  party  and  a curricle  gun,  well  ferved  and 
directed  by  corporal  Glbfon  of  the  RoyalMrifh  artillery, 
and  with  great  gallantry  and  good  judgment  defended  that 
pafs  for  above  half  an  hour  againft  the  main  body  of  ti.e 
enemy.  At  fame  time,  lieutenant  Blundel,  with  the 
other  gun  in  the  ftreet,  ufed  the  utmoft  exertion  to  oppofe 
them. 

“ The  party  who  defended  the  bridge,  confiding  of  the 
before-mentioned  officers,  fome  of  the  Longford,  a few 
of  the  Kilkenny  and  Frafer’s  fuffered  mod  feverely,  as 
it  was  expofed  to  a crofs  fire,  both  from  the  roads  leading 
to  it,  and  from  the  houfes  on  each  fide.  The  men  often 
fell  back  and  were  rallied  by  their  officers.  At  length, 
mod  of  the  Royal  Irifh  artillery,  who  worked  the  gun, 
having  been  killed  or  wounded,  it  became  ufelefs  ; and 
the  enemy  were  able  to  pufh  forward  a body  of  cavalry, 
whofe  charge  was  however  repul  fed  by  this  fmall  party, 
and  two  of  the  foremod  huffiars  were  killed  in  our  ranks. 
By  this  charge,  however,  our  numbers  were  much  re- 
duced ; and  having  lod  the  affidance  of  one  captain  and 
one  lubaltern,  who  were  defperately  wounded,  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  after  having"' lod  near  one  half  of  their 
party. 
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Captain  Chambers  fell,  covered  with  wounds  ; and 
when  down,  a Frenchman,  enraged  at  the  fpirited  defence 
which  he  and  his  fmall  party  had  made,  drove  a bayonet 
into  his  mouth,  and  the  favage  rebel  women  leaped  on  his 
body,  and  yet  he  ftil]  furvives  5 but  fo  impaired  in  his 
health,  being  completely  exhanfled  and  debilitated  by  the 
number  of  wounds  which  he  received,  and  the  great  effufi- 
on  of  blood  which  enfued,  as  to  be  but  the  fhadow  of  what 
he  was  ; but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  fome  fubftantial  rewards 
will  one  day  await  that  lignal  valour  which  he  difplayed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  which  renders  him  an 
honour  to  it.  ' 

The  French  approached  the  new  gaol  to  break  it  open  ; 
it  was  guarded  by  a highland  Frafer  centinel,  whom  his 
friends  had  defired  to  retreat  with  them ; but  he  heroically 
refufed  to  quit  his  poll:,  which  was  elevated,  with  fome 
fteps  leading  to  it.  He  charged  and  fired  five  times  fuc- 
celTively,  and  killed  a Frenchman  at  every  fhot  but  be- 
fore he  could  charge  the  fixth  time,  they  ruflied  on  him, 
beat  out  his  brains,  and  threw  him  down  the  fteps,  and  the 
fentry  box  on  his  body. 

“ A party  of  French  dragoons  purfued  our  retreating  ar- 
my a mile  from  the  town,  and  took  a piece  of  cannon, 
which  they  were  on  the  point  of  turning  on  our  rere  ; but 
a party  of  Lord  Roden’s  fcncibles  refeued  the  gun,  and 
killed  five  of  them. 

‘‘  Immediately  after  receiving  an  account  of  this  unfortu- 
r.afe  bulinefs,  Lord  Cornwallis  proceeded  to  Athlone  where 
he  was  informed,  that  General  Lake  had  retired  to  Tuam, 
that  he  had  been  followed  by  the  French,  that  his  troops 
had  been  driven  out  of  the  town,*  and  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  poiTeliion^of  it.  All  this,  how’^ever,  proved  afterwards 
to  be  perfc(ftly  unfounded.  ^ His  Excellency  determined 

to 
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to  halt  at  Athlonc,  until  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the 
Sutherland  and  Reay  fencibles  from  Longford,  and  the 
Queen’s  and  29th  regiments  from  Kilkenny  ; every  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  fecure  the  town  of  Athlone  againft  an 
attack ; and  {Acquets  and  patroles  were  far  advanced  on  the 
roads  to  Ballinafloe  and  Tuam  ; letters  were  received  from 
General  Lake^  ftating  the  necefhty  of  his  retreat  to  Tuam; 
that  he  had  been  joined  near  Kollymount  by  the  Louth 
militia.  That  a flag  of  truce  had  arrived  at  Tuam,  with 
12  of  the  ofiicers  taken  prifoners  at  Caftlebar,  from  whom 
he  learn’d,  that  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  had  joined 
the  French,  as  well  as  many  deferters  from  the  Longford 
and  Kilkenny  regiments.  The  French  remained  at  Caftle- 
bar, having  a few  picquets  in  front  of  the  town  ; Ballin- 
robe,  Hollymount,  Swlneford,  &c.  were  occupied  by  the 
rebels.  The  General  added,  that  from  the  reduction 
which  had  taken  place  In  his  corps,  and' the  w'antof  artillery 
and  ammunition,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  draw  nearer  to 
Athlone.  In  confequence  of  this  report.  Lord  Cornwallis 
determined  to  move  forward  with  the  corps  under  his  com- 
mand. Orders  v/ere  fent  to  General  Lake  to  halt,  w ith 
part  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  at  Ballinamore  ; 
and  to  dire£l  the  remainder  (the  conduct  of  which,  during 
the  retreat,  had  been  very  diforderly)  to  proceed  on  their 
march  to  Athlone  ; other  neceflary  orders  were  iflued  to 
the  different  commanding  officers  *,  and  Major-general  iVw- 
gent  very  prudently  directed,  that  all  the  boats  at  Lough . 
erne,  as  well  as  in  Lough-neagh  and  the  river  Bann, 
fhould  be  fecured,  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  a junc- 
tion, fliould  the  difaffedled  in  the  North  attempt  a rif- 
ing. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  Lord  Cornwallis’  corps  ar- 
rived and  encamped  near  Ballinamore.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Craufurd  was  fent  forward  with  a ftrong  force,  to  afeer- 
tain  the  pofltion  and  proceedings  of  the  enemy.  Brig.- 
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general was  dire^fled  to  wait  further  orders  at  Boyle, 
and  Brig.' general  Barnett  reported  from  Athlonc,  that  the 
forges,  both  on  the  Rofcommon  and  on  the  Leinfter  fide 
of  that  place,  were  bufily  employed  in  making  pikes  ; and 
that  a great  number  of  trees  had  been  cut  down  for  that 
purpofe. 

“Lieutenant-col.  Craifurely  on  the  31ft,  proceeded  to 
Hollymount,  and  Kilmain,  near  which  place  he  took  a 
few  rebels  prifoners  ; he  learnt  that  a confiderable  body  of 
them,  commanded  by  a Mr.  Blake^  were  in  pofleflion  of 
Ballinrobe.  Not  having  any  infantry  with  him,  and  the 
horfes  of  the  cavalry  being  fatigued,  he  judged  it  advileablc 
not  to  pufii  any  further  on  that  day,  and  therefore  returned 
to  Hollymount. 

“ On  the  I ft  of  September,  Lord  Cornwallis  proceeded 
to  Knock-hill,  where  his  corps  encamped.  His  Excellency 
here  received  a further  report  from  Colonel  Craufurdy  who 
had  advanced  about  five  miles  from  Hollymount,  in  the 
diredfion  of  Caftlebar,  without  meeting  with  an  enemy. 
He  was  informed  by  perfons  who  had  efcaped  from  Caf- 
tltbar,  that  the  French  had  been  joined  by  many  of  the 
inliabitants  of  the  diftrief,  from  Ballinrobe  to  Clare  ; and 
from  the  weftern  .and  moft  mountainous  parts  of  the  county 
Mayo.  Colonel  Craufurd  Tent  a patrole  into  Ballinrobe, 
where  they  found  about  80  men  in  arms,  whom  they  dif- 
perfed,  killing  twelve  ; the  remainder  of  the  rebel  force 
had  left  that  place  for  Caftlebar  in  the  morning. 

“ On  the  2d  of  September,  Lord  Cornw^allis  arrived,  and 
encamped  about  two  miles  in  front  of  Tuam,  where  he 
was  joined  by  the  Queen’s  and  29th  regiments.  A writer 
who  has  already  publifhed  a relation  of  the  military  opera- 
tions on  this  occafion,  very  juftly  obferves,  that  to  thofe 
w’ ho  ih all  confider  Uie  ftate  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the 
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circumftances  which  had  produced  the  enetnj’s  firft  fuccefs 
at  Caftlebar,  the  prudential  motives  muft  evidently  ap- 
pear, which  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  not  to  place  himfelf 
in  a fituation  to  give  or  receive  a decifive  a6lion,  until  his 
corps  (hould  be  compofed  of  troQps  in  which  he  could 
firmly  confide.  Should  a fecond  check  of  the  army  have 
taken  place,  it’s  efFecl  would  not  have  been  confined  to 
the  increafe  of  men  and  means  that  would  have  refulted 
to  the  fmall  corps  of  french  troops,  whofe  exiftence  refted 
folely  on  the  degree  of  fupport  they  received  ; it  would 
have  extended  to  the  difaffeded  in  every  part  ol  the  king- 
dom, who,  there  was  good  reafon  to  believe,  had  only, 
continued  quiet  as  yet,  becaufe  they  were  unwilling  to  truft 
to  the  firft  fuccefs  of  fo  fmall  a foreign  fupport.  Lord 
Cornwallis  had  alfo  received  pofitive  information,  that 
an  expedition  from  Breji  was  deftined  for  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  that  it  was  only  waiting  a favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  elude  the  vigilance  of  our  fleets.  The  French 
general,  (Humbert)  ^ therefore  remaining  at  Caftlebar, 
might  well  be  attributed  to  the  expe(ftation  of  receiving  re- 
inforcements himfelf,  and  of  a co-operation  from  the  corps 
which  was  to  fail  from  Brcft  ; and  as  long  as  he  continued 
ftationary,  there  were  not  any  grounds  attaching  to  his 
corps  folely,  which  could  juftify  any  meafure  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  not  adopted  with  a moral  certainty  of 
fuccefs,  or  which  was  attended  with  the  meft  diftant  pro- 
bability of  a trifling  check,  or  partial  rifque. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  his  Excellency  moved  for- 
ward with  the  whole  of  his  corps,  and  encamped  in  the  rcre 
of  Hollymount.  Here  he  received  information,  that  the 
enemy  was  entrenching  behind  Caftlebar,  on  the  ground 
where  the  attack  was  made  on  General  Lakes  corps,  and 
that  the  rebels  were  pofted  in  Caftlebar,  and  the  villages 
in  its  front.  Lord  Cornwallis,  therefore,  determined  to 
march  from  Hollymount  at  day-break,  with  the  whole  of 

his 
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his  corps,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy.  In  the  evening, 
however,  of  the  4th,  he  received  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  marched  early  in  the  morning  from  Caftlebar, 
in  the  diredlion  of  Foxford  ; and  that  General  Craufurd 
had  puflied  into  Caftlebar,  upon  hearing  the  enemy  had 
left  that  place,  where  he  found  feveral  wounded  officers 
and  men,  ’about  50  barrels  of  powder,  an  ammunition  wag- 
gon, and  fome  arms.  The  information  he  received  was 
contradictory  ; fome  reports  ftating,  that  the  enemy  was 
marching  to  Sligo,  others,  that  an  attack  was  intended  on 
General  Lakeys  corps.  As  it  was  impoffible  to  form  a cor- 
reft  judgment  of  General  Humbert’s  objeeft.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis directed  Gen.  Lake  to  follow  him,  and  to  harrafs 
and  impede  his  march,  but  not  to  rilk  an  aeftion,  unlefs 
with  alraoft  a certainty  of  fuccefs. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  at 
day-break  from  Hollymount,  through  Clare,  to  Ballyhannisy 
and  the  yeomanry  corps  of  Mayo,  were  ordered  to  return 
to  their  former  ftations  in  that  country.  During  the  march 
to  BalKhaunis,  and  very  near  that  place,  his  Excellency 
difeovered,  that  the  enemy  was  marching  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  towards  Sligo,  aiid  had  paffed  Tubbercurry, 
where  there  was  a flight  engagement  with  the  yeomanry  of 
the  place.  Reports  were  alfo  received,  that  ferious  diftur- 
bances  were  taking  place  in  the  counties  of  Weftmeath  and 
Longford  ; that  the  people  were  riling  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ballymore,  Granard,  Rathdown,  the  Iflands  of 
Rathafpick,  Mullingar,  Killbeggan,  See.  and  had  proceeded 
to  z£ts  of  rebellion.  Near  Granard,  however,  a party  of 
the  rebels  were  defeated  with  great  {laughter  by  the  yeo- 
manry corps,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Longford  and 
Captain  Cottingham. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  the  corps  under  Lord  Corn- 
wallis* command,  proceeded  to  French-park,  where  he 

received 
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received  accounts  from  Major-gen.  Nugent,  and  Lleutenant- 
gen.  Lah  of  an  unfuccefsful  attack  which  had,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  been  made  by  Col.  Vereher,  with  a part  of  the 
garrifon  of  Sligo,  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  proceeded 
in  the  dire61ion  of  Sligo,  and  had  halted  at  Coloony. 
The  engagement  took  place  about  a quarter  of  a mile  north- 
ward of  Coloony,  and  was  warmly  maintained  for  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  when  the  French,  by  their  fuperiority  of  num- 
bers, were  enabled  to  out-flank,  and  to  force  Col.  Vereher  s 
right,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  Sligo.  On  this  oc- 
cafion,  Capt.  Crlpps  of  the  city  of  Limerick  regiment' was 
killed.  Col.  Vereher  and  fome  other  officers  were  wounded. 
The  colonel  was  al lb  obliged  to  evacuate  Sligo,  and  retire 
to  Ballyffiannon,  on  finding  that  the  enemy  had,  on  the 
night  of  the  5th,  march’d  round  to  Drumahare  and  Ballin- 
toghcr,  apparently  on  their  route  to  Sligo.  Lieut. -gen. 
Lake  proceeded  to  Ballintogher,  having  fent  forward 
Lieut.-col.  Craufurd,  with  a ftrong  patrole  towards  Druma- 
hare. On  the  march  from  Coloony,  he  found  three  6- 
pounders  and  one  tumbril,  which  the  enemy  had  difmount- 
ed  and  thrown  into  a ditch  by  the  road- fide  : and  Lieut.- 
col.  Craufurd  reported,  that  the  enemy  had  marched  at 
i I o’clock,  A.  M.  on  the  6th,  from  Drumahare  to  Manor- 
hamilton,  having  previoufly  thrown  5 guns  and  i tumbril 
over  the  bridge,  at  the  former  place. 

‘‘  Lieut.-general  Lake  proceeded  to  Drumahare,  and  re- 
ceived a further  report,  that  the  enemy  had  fuddenly  turn- 
ed to  the  right,  at  Drumkerrin.  Lord  Cornwallis,  judg- 
ing from  the  enemy’s  movements,  that  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  proceed  to  Boyle,  or  Carrick-on-Shannon,  haftened 
the  march  of  his  troops  from  French-park  to  the  latter 
place,  w’hich  they  reached  on  the  7th,  after  a moft  rapid 
progrefs. 


On 
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On  liis  Excellence’s  arrival  at  Garrick,  he  found  the 
enemy  had  palTed  the  Shannon,  at  Balintra,  where  they 
attempted  to  deftroy  the  bridge  : but  General  Lake  follow-^ 
ed  them  fo  clofely,  they  were  not  able  to  effe6l  it.  The 
enemy  halted  for  the  night  of  the  7th  at  Cloone,  on  which 
his  Excellency  moved  from  Garrick  at  10  o’clock  of  the 
fame  night,  and  direfled  General  Lake  to  proceed  at  the 
fame  time  to  Cloone,  which  is  about  3 miles  from  Mohill, 
by  which  movement  his  Excellency  was  enabled  either  to 
join  with  General  Lake  in  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  if  they 
fhould  remain  at  Glocne,  or  to  intercept  their  retreat,  if 
they  fliould  retire  on  the  approach  of  the  army. 

“ On  Lord  Cornwallis’arrival  at  Mohill,  foon  after  day- 
break, he  found  the  enemy  had  began  to  move  towards 
Granard  ; he  therefore  proceeded  with  all  expedition  to 
Johnftown  ; thro’  which,  on  account  of  a broken  bridge, 
the  enemy  were  obliged  to  pafs  in  their  way  to  Granard : 
and  directed  General  Lake  to  attack  the  enemy’s  rere,  and 
impede  their  march  as  much  as  poflible,  without  bringing 
the  whole  of  the  corps  into  action.  This  fervice  General 
Lake  performed  with  his  ufual  ability. 

On  the  8th  of  September  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, Lieutenant  general  Lake  arrived  at  Cloone,  with  his 
column,  conlifting  of  the  carabiniers,  detachments  of  the 
23d  light  dragoons,  th  e firft  lencible  light  dragoons,the 
Roxburgh  . fencible  dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Thomas  Chapman,  Lieut. -col.  Maxwell,  Earl  of  Roden,  and 
Capt.  Kerr  j the  third  batallion  of  light  infantry  ; the  Ar- 
magh, and  part  of  the  Kerry  militia  : the  Reay,  Northamp- 
ton and  Pr.  of  Wales’  fencible  regiments  of  infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut -col.  innes  of  the  64th  regiment, 
Lord  Vil*.  Gosford,  Earl  of  Glandore,  Major  Rofs,  Lieut. - 
col.  Buikeley,  and  Licut.-col.  Macartney.  Lieut. -col. 
Craufurd  alfo  commanded  the  advance  corps,  compofed  of 
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detachments  of  Hompefch’s  and  the  firfl  fencible  , ca- 
valry, 

“ L ieutenant-col.  Craufurd  on  coming  up  with  the  French 
van-guard,  near  Ballinamuck,  funamoned  them  to  fur- 
render  ; but  as  they  did  not  attend  to  it,  he  attacked  them; 
upon  which  200  French  infantry  threw  down  their  arms, 
under  the  idea  that  the  reft  of  the  corps  would  aft  in  like 
manner.  Capt.  Packenham,  Lieutenant-gen.  of  ordnance, 
and  Major-gen.  Cradock  rode  up  to  them;  the  enemy, 
however,  inftantly  commenced  a fire  of  musketry,  by  which 
general  Craddock  received  a wound  in  the  arm.  General 
Lake  ihtn  ordered  up  the  third  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
commanded  by  Col  Innes,  and  commenced  the  attack  upon 
the  enemy’s  pofition.  The  action  lafted  above  half  an 
hour,  when  the  remainder  of  the  column  making  it’s  ap- 
pearance, the  French  furrendered  at  diferetion.  The  re- 
bels, who  fled  in  all  direflions,  fuffered  feverely.  By  the 
official  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  lofs  on  the  part  of  the 
king’s  forces,  was  i officer  wounded,  3 privates  killed,  12 
wounded,  3 miffing,  ii  hones  killed,  i wounded,  and  8 
miffing  Beiides  the  arms  and  ammunition  taken  from  the 
enemy,  there  were  taken  priloners  96  general  and  other 
officers  of  the  French  army,  746  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  foldicrs,  with  about  100  horfes.  The  enemy  were 
obliged  to  abandon  9 pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  had 
taken  in  former  a£lions  with  his  majefty’s  forces.  Ninety-fix 
rebels  were  alfo  made  priloners  ; amongft  whom  were  three 
of  their  principal  leaders  or  general  officers,  viz.  Roach^ 
Blake ^ and  Leeling. 

The  battle  of  Ballinamuck,  proved  decifive  ; the  rebels 
now  found,  that  even  with  the  long-wifh’d-for  affiftance 
of  a foreign  enemy,  they  could  not  effedluate  their  de- 
figns ; they  were  therefore  obliged  to  abandon  a proje^l, 

which 
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which  proved  chimerical  and  unfortunate  ; and  nothing 
remained  for  them,  but  to  await  that  punifhment  which 
they  had  merited  from  the  laws  of  their  injured  coun- 
try 

« 

Though  we  have  obferved  the  ftrifleft  impartiality  in 
the  courfe  c;f  this  wor^,  which  Ihould  at  all  times,  con- 
ftitute  a principal  feature  in  the  charafler  of  every  hifto- 
rian  ; we  think  it  however  our  duty,  to  conclude  with  a 
few  obfervations  on  the  excellence  of  the  Britifh  conftituti- 
on,  and  folly  of  expefling  freedom  from  the  French. 

Before  men  run  raftily  to  ruin,  let  them  more  attentively 
conlider  that  conftitution,  whofe  genuine  freedom  difpenfes 
her  bounties  alike  to  the  wealthy  and  the  humble  ; where 
the  true  God  is  worlhipped,  and  her  faithful  fervants  pro- 
teffed  from  the  evil  doer.  They  would  do  well  to  conlider 
themultiplicity  of  outrages  perpetrated  with  impunity  under 
tliat  fyftem  they  labour  to  introduce  ; and  on  the  other 
hand,  view  without  prejudice  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 
try, retraining  every  fpecies  of  capricious  tyranny,  that 
would  bend  her  people  to  the  yoke  of  arbitrary  fway. 

Under  the  benevolent  influence  of  this  conftitution,  in- 
duftry  may  reft  fecure,  from  the  hand  of  rapacity,  and  the 
exaflions  of  an  unfeeling  defpot,  fliould  any  arife : the 
lives  of  men  are  protefled  from  the  caprice  of  uncontrouled 
power  ; the  chicane  and  duplicity  of  deligning  men,  to 
varnilh  over  the  bafenefs  of  perverted  juftice,  finds  no  en- 
couragement here  : genuine  equality  is  juft  to  all,  partial 
to  none,  the  friend  of  diftrefs,  and  a terror  to  the  evil 
doer. 

Has  the  veteran  exhaufted  his  ftrength  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  he  is  rewarded  with  the  comforts  and  ne- 
celTaries  of  life  in  his  old  age  ; has  the  merchant,  trader,  or 

farmer, 
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farmer,  acquired  wealth  by  honeft  induftry,  he  is  protected 
in  its  enjoyment.  Every  religious  feeft  is  permitted  to  wor- 
ftiip  God  as  conlclence  didates  ; and  no  fubjed  of  another 
power  is  exppfed  to  the  lofs  of  life,  or  property,  by  falling 
under  the  Britifh  government.  No  cunning  or  diflirnula- 
tion  arc  here  reforted  to,  for  the  .fedudion  of  the  fubjeds 
of  other  Bates;  prifoners  taken  in  war,  are  treated  with 
humanity,  and  the  faith  of  treaties  obferved. 

Would  the  advocates  for  a republican  form  of  govern- 
ment once  confider,  through  what  oceans  of  blood  they 
muft  wade  for  its  attainment,  what  dcfolation  they  muff 
bring  on  their  country,  and  the  anarchy  which  for  years  is 
ever  ihe  confequence  of  civil  war,  the  reiult  of  calm  de- 
liberation would  be  found  fuperior  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
thoughtlefs  ambition,  hitherto  fo  unfuccelsful. 

French  freedom^  the  ultimatum  of  every  defcriptlon  of 
snfurgents,  appeared  great  and  fublime,  when  viewed 
through  the  medium  of  French  Oratory ; but  upon  a nearer 
view,  all  its  fuppofed  excellence  vanlfhed  in  a moment^ 
leaving  nothing  but  the  very  dregs  of  oppreffion  and 
wrong.  This  obfervaiion  is  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  many  nations,  but  more  particularly  felt  by  this,  during 
the  fhort  flay  of  the  French,  among  their  deluded  ad- 
herents. 

Wild  and  chimerical  indeed  are  his  ideas  of  freedom, 
who  having  witnefied  the  infolence  of  thofe  foreigners, 
during  their  ftay,  can  yet  defire  a repetition  of  fuch fra^ 
ternity ! Would  the  fervor  of  republican  enthufiafm  once, 
permit  them'  to  view  matters  in  a proper  light,  by  re- 
verting to  thofe  feenes  of  French  emancipation  exhibited  in 
many  parts  of  Europe,  probably  the  mildnefs  of  this  con- 
flitution  would  foon  be  preferred  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
French. 
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Every  man  of  true  difeernment  is  certainly  aware  of  this  ; 
but  the  mob,  for  ever  flaves  to  prejudice,  cannot  be  brought 
-to  know  the  happinefs  of  genuine  freedom,  till  they  have 
fwallowed  down  the  bitter  draught  of  flavery — till  foreign 
tyranny  and  oppreffion  have  brought  them- to  a due  fenfe 
of  their  own  rafhnefs,  and  folly. 

Before  men  caft  themfelves  away  on  fuch  dangerous  rocks 
and  (helves,  let  them  ferioufly  view  the  known^  and  proh^ 
able  effects  of  fuch  revolution.  The  only  true  revolution  is 
univerfal  henevolencey  and  the  extin£tion  of  party  animo- 
(ity,  which  (hould  be  regarded  by  every  perfon  having  the 
fmalleft  pnetence  to  patrotifm.  Thefe  obje£ts  once  attained, 
the  refloration  of  national  happinefs  will  foon  follow.  The 
coercive  meafures,  neceffarily  adopted  for  the  reflraint  and 
punifhment  of  evil  doers,  will  be  taken  away,  and  we  (hall 
foon  experience  the  happinefs  of  a revolution  in  the  ftate  of 
the  nation,  infinitely  (uperior  to  that  which  gives  a loofe  to 
the  pafiions  and  prejudices  of  men. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Maffacree  at  Scullabogue. — Proceedings  at  Gorey. — Cree. — Kil-> 
dare. — Sufferings  of  IVLrs.  Tyrrell,  — Extract  from  NLr. 
fack  lords  narrative. — Like  from  Mr.  TayloPs. — Account  of 
Lord  Kingshorough.- — Outrage  at  Wilfons  Hofpitai. — Ob- 
Jervations  on  the  Rebellion  from  Mr.  Beljkam''  s hiflory. 


H A V IN  G given  a general  account  of  public  proceed- 
ings during  the  late  rebellion,  we  fhall  proceed  to  ftate  feme 
particular  inftances  of  that  cruel  and  barbarous  difpolitlon 
that  aduated  the  infurgents  in  dilferent  papts  of  the  king- 
dom, having  collected  them  from  the  beft  and  moft  authen- 
tic" information  ; — V/e  mean  not  however  by  the  inftances 
we  fhall  relate,  to  influence  the  mind  of  the  reader  by  im- 
preffing  him  with  an  idea,  that  all  the  atrocities  committ- 
ed, were  attributable  to  one  fide  ordy.  The  balance  of  the 
account,  we  fhall  endeavour  to  fum  up  impartially  here- 
after: but  continuing  the  proceedings  of  the  rebels  we 
fhall  begin  with  the  horrid  maffacre  at  Scullabogue. 

This  place  is  fituated  between  Rofs  and  Wexford.  The 
rebels  having,  after  the  battle  at  Rofs,  taken  a number  of 
proteftant  prifoners,  they  confined  them  in  a barn  at  this 
place,  which  they  afterwards  fet  on  fire;  the  prifoners 
naturally  made  difierent  efforts  to  efcape  5 but  the  rebels 
VoL.  III.  y who 
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who  furroiinded  the  barn  prevented  them,  by  forcing  the 
unhappy  captives  into  the  fire  with  their  pikes,  and  pulh- 
ing  them  back  into  the  flames,  till  they  were  all  con- 
fumed. 

At  Gorey  the  rebels  were  not  fatisfied  with  burning  and 
plundering  this  place  during  the  abfence  of  the  army,  but 
they  deftroyed  the  church,  dragged  down  the  pulpit,  burn- 
ed feme  of  the  feats  and  pews,  and  a£lually  ftained  it  with 
the  blood  of  2 proteftants  whom  they  inhumanly  put  to 
death  in  it. 

Having  entered  the  holife  of  Captain  Hardy  in  Hackets- 
town,  the  infurgents  proceeded  to  the  moft  horrid  out- 
rages y Mr.  'Hardy's  family  fortunately  efcaped ; but  hav- 
ing himfelf  fallen  a prey  to  thefe  favages,  they  broke  both 
his  thighs,  and  then  fet  fire  to  the  houfe,  where  he  was 
burned  to  death. 

AfCree  (which  is  in  the  county  of  Wexford)  the  rebels 
atacked  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Robert  Wehjier^  who  was  an  in- 
duftrious  farmer  *,  and  having  forced  him  out  of  it,  they 
interrogated  him  as  to  his  religiori  : Mr.  Wehjber  acknow- 
ledgM  himfelf  a protefiant ; upon  which  they  piked  him  in 
the  head  and  different  parts  ojt"  the  body,  putting  him  thus 
to  death  in  the  mofi  cruel  manner. 

In  Kildare  the  rebels  defiroyed  the  houfe  and  property 
of  a Mr.  Crnfford  ; whom  (after  they  had  abus’d  him  for 
being  a proteftant,)  they  put  to  death,  by  thrufting  a pike 
up  his  body,  which  penetrated  almoft  to  his  throat,  and 
wmunded  him  in  many  other  parts  ; they  afterwards  roaft- 
ed  him  before  a large  fire,  where  he  expired  in  the  moft 
fhocking  agony.  One  of  his  young  children  was  alfo  put 
to  death  in  the  fame  manner;  and  the  mother,  with  another 
child,  who  were  feverely  wounded,  efcaped  death  by  the 
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providential  arrival  of  a party  of  loyalifls,  who  rufhed  into 
the  houfe,  and  refcued  them  from  the  hands  of  the  bar- 
barians. ^ 

■ Sufferings  of  Mrs.  Tyrrel. 

T his  lady,  on  the  morning  of  the  iith  of  July,  1798, 
went  in  her  carriage  from  Clonard  towards  her  own  houfe 
at  Kllreiny  ; but  hearing  the  rebels  were  approaching,  fhe 
fpeedily  drove  back,  intending  to  reach  Clonard  before 
them  ; finding  this  attempt  not  pra61icable,  (lie  directed 
her  fervant  to  proceed  to  Kilreiny  *,  but  they  had  not  ad- 
vanced many  yards  ; when^  the  carriage  was  overtaken  by 
two  horfemen  armed  with  fwords,  who,  with  the  moft 
horrid  oaths  and  menaces,  obliged  the  fervant  to  ftop  ; they 
\then  turned  the  carriage  back  towards  Clonard,  until  they 
overtook  about  200  men  armed  with  pikes,  &c.  where  they 
fearchM  for  arms  but  none  w^ere  difcovered.  Three  men, 
armed  with  muflcets,  afcended  the  boot  of  the  carriage, 
and  three  others  placed  themfelves  behind  it  ; in  this 
manner,  Mrs.  Tyrrell  attended  by  a great  crowd,  was 
brought  two  miles  round  to  the  high  road  leading  from 
Dublin  to  Clonard  ; here  flie  was  kept  as  a prifoner,  not- 
withfianding  her  frequent  entreaties  to  be  enlarged,  and 
remained  in  cuftody,  until  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  at  Clo 
nard,  of  which  an  account  has  been  given  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  work.  Upon  that  event,  the  principal  part  of 
the  infurgents  that  had  retreated,  afiembled  at  the  cabin 
where  fhe  was  detained  ; one  of  the  rebel  officers  then  de- 
fired  her  to  get  into  the  carriage,  alledging,  that  fhe  muft: 
go  with  him  ; fhe  requefied  liberty  to  remain  where  flie 
was,  offering  the  ufe  of  the  carriage  and  horfes  ta  him  ; 
but  fhe  was  foon  after  feized  by  another  perfon,  who  pro- 
pofed  fetting  her  on  horfe-back,  declaring  the  carriage 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  fome  wounded  men  ; fhe 
was  now  in  a ftate  of  defpair,  apprehending  her  life  im- 
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mediately  in  danger.  At  length,  flie  was  forced  into  the 
carriage  three  or  four  men,  and  carried  about  a mile, 

when  it  was  again  '^flopped  and  entered  by  one  Perryy  who 
informed  her,  that  the  yeomen  had  taken  a general  officer 
of  the  rebels  at  Clonard,  and  that  fhe  muft  remain  as  a 
hoftage,  till  his  fate  was  known.  After  proceeding  a little 
farther,  the  carriage  was  again  flopped  by  a perlon  who  • 
difpiaced  Terry y an'l  took  place  in  it  himfelf.  In  a fliort 
time  after.  Ihe  perceived  a perfon  riding  by  it,  whom  (he 
knew  to  be  a prieft  of  the  oi  KearnSy  and  who  had 

been  frequently  entertained  at  her  houfe  ; fhe  applied  to 
him  for  proteclion,  but  all  was  fruitlefs.  Her  mind  was 
now  turned,  as  if  in  her  laft  moments,  to  devotion  ; and 
lier  condudl  excited  the  humanity  of  a man  who  fat  oh  the 
box  of  the  carriage,  and  declared  ffie  fhould  be  fafe,  and  at 
liberty  to  a^  as  fhe  pleafed.  To  him  fhe  gave,  as  a re- 
ward for  dais  Teeming  humanity,  her  gold  watch.  She  con- 
tinued not  niuch  longer  in  this  melancholy  fituation,  until 
ffie  was  relieved  by  a gentleman  in  the  garb  of  an  officer, 
who  interrogated  her  as  to  her  perfon,  and  the  occafion  of 
her  lituation  ; being  informed  in  every  particular,  he  cauf- 
ed  the  cavalcade  that  attended  her  to  flop,  handed  her  out 
of  her  carriage,  and  conducled  her  through  the  crowd 
of  infurgents,  leaving  her  at  liberty  to  proceed  home,  and 
then  returned  to  his  party.  Tixus  critically  was  Mrs.  Tyr- 
reli  relieved  from  her  fituation,  and  a life  faved,  which 
probably  would  otherwife  have  fallen  a vi(flim  to  infatiable 
barbarity. 

Tho  fullowing  clrcumftance  which  happened  at  Ennif- 
corthy,  is  too  remarkable  to  efcape  notice.  An  induftrious 
tradefman  (a  glazier)  was  feized  by  the  rebels,  and  required 
to  renounce  his  religion  as  a proteftant,  to  confefs  to  a 
prieft,  and  receive  his  baptilm  •,  all  w'hich  he  refufed  to 
comply  with  * in  confequence  of  thisj  he  was  piked  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  body,  till  he  became  apparently  dead  ; 

and 
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and  was  then  thrown  into  a field,  and  covered  with  fome 
fods  of  earth.  Some  of  his  friends,  who  had  previoufiy 
(ubmittcd  to  that  ceremony,  begged  his  body  for  inter- 
ment, which  was  granted.  Upon  railing  him  out  of  the 
ground,  fome  figns  of  life  appeared  ; he  was  privately  con- 
veyed home;  and  after  necefiary  afiifiance  had  been  admi- 
niftered,  he  fortunately  recovered,  and  is  now  a living  wit- 
nefs  of  the  horrid  cruelty  before  mentioned. 

Mr.  Boydi  a gentleman  of  amiable  characler,  and  a ma- 
giftrate  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  was  put  to  death  in  the 
following  manner;  the  rebels  thrufi  an  iron  pin  through 
his  nofe,  lied  his  ha.nds  behind  his  back,  and  left  him  faf- 
tened  to  a dunghill  till  he  expired. 

A proteftant  clergyman  of  refpeflability,  w’as  alfo  ftripped 
naked  by  the  rebels,  who  put  him  into  a pig-trough,  and 
bled  him  to  death  ; after  which,  they  danced  and  wafhed 
their  feet  in  his  blood. 

But,  as  the  town  and  county  of  Wexford  afforded  more 
extraordinary  incidents  of  cruelty  than  perhaps  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom,  we  cannot  better  fiitisfy  the  reader's 
curiofity,  than  by  ftating  the  following  circumftances  ex- 
tradfed  from  the  narrative  of  Mr.  Charles  Jackfon  who 

was  an  inhabitant  of  Wexford> This  gentleman 

ftates,  that  on  Saturday  night,  May  the  26th,  1798,  in- 
formation was  firfl  received  of  the  rebels  being  in  force, 
about  12  miles  from  Wexford.  The  troops  at  that  time 
in  the  town,  were  under  arms  the  whole  of  the  night  ; and 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  alarm  increafed,  on  hearing  the 
rebels  were  burning  the  houfes  of  all  the  proteftant  far- 
mers in  the  neighbourhood.  The  terror  of  the  inhabitants 
that  night  can  better  be  imagined  than  deferibed.  To  add 
to  it,  all  the  families  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  were  able, 
were  feen  flying  into  the  town,  leaving  their  property  be- 
' . ' ‘hind 
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hind  them.  They  faw  the  fmoke  of  the  town  of  En- 
nifcorthy,  which  was.  then  in  flames.*  The  loyaliils  made 
a mofl;  gallant  defence,  and  would  have  repulfed  the  Rebels, 
had  not  the  Romanics  treacheroufly  fet  fire  to  the  town, 
to  fmother  the  troops  who  were  defending  it.  Thus 
circumflanced,  the  troops  were  obliged  to  fecure  their 
fafety  by  flight,  after  having  cut  off  about  500  of  the 
rebels. 

At  about  four  o’clock  this  afternoon,  no  defeription  can 
give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  feene  prefented  at  Wexford. 
7'he  inhabitants  who  had  efcaped  from  Ennifeorthy  and 
its  neighbourhood,  puflied  into  the  town  in  crowds  ; per- 
fons  of  the  firft  fortunes  in  this  part  of  the  country,  co- 
vered witli  dufl:  and  blood,  with  their  infants  in  their  arms, 
and  their  wives  clinging  behind  them  ; and  fuch  women  as 
had  not  been  able  to  procure  a horfe  or  feat  with  their 
husbands,  endeavoured  to  keep  up  with  the  mob  of  fugi- 
tives, with  their  children  in  their  arms,  and  others  hanging 
on  them : women  who,  but  a few  hours  before,  were  in 
pofTcflion  of  every  comfort  life  could  afford.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Wexford,  flill  more  terrified  by  the  fpedlacle 
before  them,  were  each  endeavouring  to  fecure  a birth 
for  their  wives  and  children,  on  board  fome  of  the  veffels 
lying  in  the  harbour,  every  one  of  which  was  foon  filled  as 
full  as  it  could  hold.  The  next  morning,  Tuefday,  May 
19th,  a party  of  the  Donegal  militia  arrived,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  brought  news  that  more  affiftance 
was  advancing.  Orders  were  now  given  that  all  the  fires 
fliould  be  put  out,  and  that  fuch  houfes  as  had  thatched 
roofs  fliould  be  immediately  ftripped,  to  prevent  ^he  rebels 
from  following  the  example  of  thofe  at  Ennifeorthy,  by 
fetting  fire  to  the  town  during  the  tirne  of  its  being  attack- 
ed. A council  being  now  called,  it  was  refolved,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  defend  the  town,  as  the  greatefi:  part  of 
the  Romanifis,  who  had  taken  up  arms,  had  deferted. 

Two 
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Two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Richards,  a lawyer,  and  Do6lor 
Jacobs,  mayor  of  the  town,  were  appointed  to  oiler  to  fur- 
render  the  town  to  the  rebels,  and  to  endeavour  to  fave  the 
lives  of  the  inhabitants  ; to  which  conditions  the  rebels 
agreed.  In  the  mean  time,  the  troops,  accompanied  by 
all  the  unmarried  yeomen,  efleiSled  their  eicape  to  Dun- 
cannon-fort,  about  23  miles  off. 

On  May  the  23d,  Mrs.  Jackfon  was  brought  to  bed  *, 
and  on  the  Monday  following,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  En-- 
nifeorthy,  her  husband  thought  himfelf  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  remove  her  with  her  infant,  and  place  them  on 
board  one  of  the  veifels,  in  which  they  had  no  doubt  of 
being  fafely  carried  to  Wales.  In  this  vefTel  they  continu- 
ed on  the  open  deck,  wdth  only  a fail  to  cover  them,  ’till 
Wednefday  morning,  May  the  30th,  when  about  two  o’- 
clock, they  faw  the  toll-houfe  and  part  of  the  bridge  of 
Wexford  on  fire.  The  town  was  immediately  in  an  up-  1 
roar  ; and  while  the  cavalry  were  endeavouring  to  cut  away 
a part  of  the  bridge,  to  prevent  the  flames  from  commu- 
nicating to  the  town,  the  quays,  and  every  avenue  leading 
to  the  water-fide,  were  crowded  with  women  and  children, 
begging  in  the  moft  pitiful  manner,  to  be  admitted  on 
board  the  veflels  ; hut  that  was  impoflible  ; they  were  al- 
ready filled  in  every  part.  On  feeing  the  flames,  the  vefTels 
all  weighed, and  flood  tow^ards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 

w'here  they  call:  anchor. “ About  one  o’clock,  (fays 

“ Mr.  Jackfon),  a white  flag  was^  feen  flying  in  Wexford, 

(a  fignal  that  the  rebels  were  in  poflei’sion  of  the  town), 

“ and  the  captain  of  our  vefTel  inflantly  anfwered  it  by  a- 
“ nother.  His  example  was  followed  by  the  refl:,  except 
two,  who  failed  for  Wales.  We  now  concluded  the  die 
“ was  cajly  and  that  we  were4o  be  given  up  to  our  enemies  , 
a Every  entreaty  I could  urge  was  flrenuoufly  enforced, 

“ to  induce  the  captain  to  carry  us  to  Wales,  but  without 
“ cfFea.  With  a mind  almofi:  diftraded,  I went  into  the 

; hold 
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« hold,  where  my  wife  and  her  infant  now  lodged,  to  take 
««  what  I fuppofed  would  be  a lafl:  farewell ; but  the  horror 
“ expreiled  in  her  emaciated  countenance,  deterred  me 
“ from  communicating  all  my  apprehenfions.  At  length 
we  arrived  at  the  quay,  and  with  my  charge,  I was  land- 
“ ed  on  the  beach.  While  I was  in  this  ftate,  one  of  the 
captains,  (of  the  name  of  Furlong,)  came  up  to  me,  and 
“ aiked  me  if  I belonged  to  the  town,  and  whether  I had 

« any  arms  ? — I told  him,  that,  at  the  houfe  where  I had 

“ lived,  I had  a miilket.  He  bid  me  follow  him  and  giive 
it  up  We  paffed  thro’  crowds  of  the  rebels,  who  were 
« i t!  e mofl  diforderly  {late,  without  the  ieaft  appearance 
“ of  difcipline.  They  had  no  kind  of  uniform,  but  were 
mod:  of  them  in  the  drefa  of  labourers,  with  white  bands 
round  their  hats,  and  green  cockades  , being  the  only 
ni'iiks  by  which  they  were  diftinguiflicd.  It  ^was  im- 
« p jffible’  for  a mob  to  be  more  wild  and  frantic  ^ many 

of  them  feemed  to  be  in  a {fate  of  intoxication.  The 

houfes  fir  ft  attacked  were,  the  Gu  ft  om- houfe,  and  thofe 
of  Mr.  Lee,  the  collecf  or,  Capt.  Boyd’s,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Millar’s.  In  a lliort  time  nothing  remained  of  them  but 
bare  walls. 

“ Following  clofe  the.  horfe  of  my  conduffor,  I pafied 
‘f  fafe  with  my  wife  and  child  through  this  terrible  feene 
« to  my  houfe.  I gave  him  my  musket,  and  he  rode  off. 
« My  wife  lay  down  on  a bed,  and  I crept  under  it,  think- 
ing  to  hide  myfelf,  in  cafe  I fhould  be  fought  after.  I 
had  not  been  in  this  fituation  more  than  ten  minutes, 
when  I heard  my  name  called,  and  a found  of  feet  on  the 
“ ftairs.  Prefently  the  door  opened,  and  one  Patrick 
Murphy,  with  fix  others,  all  armed,  came  into  the 
“ room.  This  Murphy  was  a near  neighbour  of  mine,  and 
had  always  profefled  a great  regard  for  me.  My  wife,  on 
feeing  him,  threw  herfelf  off  the  bed  with  the  childi  n 
her  arms,  and  fell  on  her  ^nees,  entreating  them  to 
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« fpare  me.  One  of  them  fwore  if  flie  did  not  f«y  where 
<*  I was,  he  svould  blow  her  brains  out.  On  hearing  this* 
from  fear  of  her  being  injured,  I fhewed  myfelf,  and  was 
“ immediately  feized  and  draggM  down  flairs.  I was  con- 
dufled  to  the  barracks,  and  put  into  a room  with  eight 
others,  all  expe(£ting  foon  to  be  put  to  death.  After  re- 
« maining  in  this  fituation  about  an  hour,  one  ofthe  rebels^ 
armed  with  an  old  bayonet  on  the  end  of  a pole  made  a 
thruft  at  my  throat,  but  it  was  prevented  from  entering 
“ by  a thick  cufhion  under  my  cravat..  He  then  wounded 
<•  me  flightly  below  my  hip.  At  that  moment,  Counfellor 
“ Richards,  (who  had  been  obliged  to  join  the  rebels  to 
<«  fave  his  own  life)  came  into  the  room)  with  Mr.  B.  Har- 
vey,  and  feeing  the  ftate  I was  in,  requefled  him  to  fave 
“me,  which  he  did  by  taking  me  out  wdth  him  to  a Mr. 

“ Hughes,  at  the  P^oley.  I went  up  aback  flair-cafe,  and 
“ got  into  a fmall  room  at  the  top  of  the  houfe.  Soon  my 
“ purfuers  carne  into  the  room  *,  but  I was  concealed  in  a 
“ cubboard,  and  for  that  time  efcaped  their  fury.  Thus 
difappointed,  I heard  them  propofe  to  fet  fire  to  the 
“ houfe,  but  that  was  over-ruled.  In  that  fituation  I con- 
“ tinued  till  ten  o’clock  at  night  ; I then  ventured  out,  and 
“ got  ever  the  rocks  to  a place  called  Mandlin-town,  near 
“ a mile  from  Wextord,  to  the  houfe  of  an  old  woman  of 
“ the  name  of  Cole,  whom  I thought  I could  truft  ; and 
“ begg’d  in  the  moft  earned;  manner,  that  fhe  would  permit 
“ me  to  remain  concealed  there,  till  affairs  were  a little 
“ feytled  She  told  me  flie  would  as  long  as  file  could  with- 
“ cut  danger  to  herfelf,  and  that  fhe  would  go  into  the 
“ town  and  fee  how  matters  went;  which  fhe  accordingly 
“ did,  and  returned,  faying  that  the  infurgents  were  fearch- 
“ ing  all  the  houfes  for  Proteftants,  and  committing  them 
to  gaol ; and  if  I fhould  be  found  there,  they  would  kill 
“ her,  and  burn  the  houfe.  I got  out  at  her  back  door> 
V and  went  about  two  miles  acrofs  the  country,  but  foon 
“ heard  voices  behind  me,  calling  on  me  to  flop,  and  I 

fhould 
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ihould  have  mercy.  I turned  round,  and  faw  fix  men 
“ advancing  with  pik.es  in  their  hands.  They  feized  me, 
« and  conduifted  me  back  to  Wexford,  and  put  me  into 
“ gaol,  in  which  I found  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
“ Proteilants. 

“ Towards  the  evening,  a fellow,  of  the  name  of  Dick 
“ Monk,  who  had  formerly  been  a fhoeblack  in  the  town, 
“ but  now  was  raifed  by  the  rebels  to  the  rank  of  a captain, 
“came  into  the  gaol,  ^nd  bid  us  prepare  our  fouls  for 
death,  for  that  all  of  us,  except  fuch  as  upon  examination 
“ he  fliould  releafe,  would  be  put  to  death  at  twelveioklock 
that  night.  The  manner  of  his  examining  vi'as  two  fold  : 
firfi:  politically  and  then  religioufly  ; — The  form  of  his 

“ political  examination  was  this : Are  you  ftraight  ? 

**  A.  I am. How  ftraight  ? A.  As  ftraight  as  a rufti. 

«‘Q^Go  on  then.  A.  In  truth,  in  unity,  and  in  liberty. 
« — Q^What  have  you  got  in  your  hand  ? A.  A green 

bough. -Q^Where  did  it  firft  grow  ? A.  In  America, 

“ Where  did  it  bud  ? A.  In  France. Q^Where 

“ are  you  going*  to  plant  it  ? A.  In  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain.”  The  preceding  queftions  and  anfwers,  appear 
to  have  been  a part  of  the  United- IriJIunens  Catechi/m^  by 
which  they  knew  each  other. 

« Monk,  after  having  gpne  through  this  examination, 
“ felefled  fix  to  be  faved,  and  took  them  with  him  out 
« of  the  prifon  ; the  fituation  of  us  that  remained,  ,can  bet- 
“ ter  be  imagined  than  deferibed.  No  one,  however,  came 
“ near  us  that  night ; next  morning,  we  were  brought 
« fome  potatoes  and  water  which  proved  a feafonable  re- 
lief. 

“ On  June  the  4th,  the  gaoler  came  in  and  took  us  into 
the  yard  *,  as  foon  as  I came  out,  he  faid,  Mr.  Jackfon, 
“ I believe  you  know  what  we  want  of  you.”  I anfwered, 
“ yes,  I fuppofed  I was  going  to  die.”  I then  fell  upon 

“ my 
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««  my  knees,  begging,  that  If  that  was  the  cafe,  I might  be 
“ allowed  to  fee  my  w'ife  and  child,  he  fwore  that  I Ihould 
“ not  ; that  I was  not  then  going  to  die,  but  that  a cnaa 
“ was  to  die  at  fix  o’clock  that  evening,  and  that  he  did  not 
‘‘  know  any  more  proper  to  execute  him  than  me  and  two 
“ others.  We  were  then  carried  back  to  our  cells,  and 
“ fpent  the  day  in  prayer  till  fix  o’clock ; at  which  time  be- 
“ ing  brought  to  the  great  door,  we  found  the  prifoner 
“ Murphy,  with  nearly  looo  men  about  him.  The  dead 
march  wa?  flruck  up,  and  beat  from  the  gaol  to  the  place 
‘‘of  execution,  which  was  a mile  and  a half  off,  on  th« 
“ other  fide  of  the  bridge,  on  a wide  ftrand.  An  order 
“ was  then  given  to  form  a half  circle,  with  an  opening 
“ to  the  water.  The  poor  man  was  directed  to  kneel  down, 
“ with  his  back  to  the  water,  ' and  bis  face  toward  us, 
“ which  he  did,  with  his  hands  clafped.  The  mufquets 
“ were  then  called  for.  The  hrft  appointed  to  fire  was 
“ one  Matthews  *,  and  it  was  remarkable  the  piece  mifled 
“ three  times.  A common  fporting  gun  was  then  brought, 
“ and  fired  by  Matthew^s,  and  the  ball  hit  the  poor  man 
“ in  the  arm.  I was  next  called  upon  ; and  two  men  ad- 
“ vanced,  one  on  each  fide  of  me,  and  held  cocked  piftois 
“ to  my  head  j two  alfo  flood  behind  me  with  cavalry 
“ 1 words,  threatening  me  with  inftant  death,  if  I mifled  the 
“ mark.  I fired,  and  the  poor  man  fell  dead.  When  it 
“ was ' over,  a propofal  was  made  that  I fhould  wafh 
“ my  hands  in  his  blood  ; but  this  was  over-ruled;  and 
“ they  faid,  as  I had  done  my  bufinefs  well,  I fliould  go 
“ back. 

“ On  June  the  2Cth,  we  heard  a horrid  noife  at  the 
“gaol,  and  a demand  of  the  prifoners.  18  or  20  were 
“ immediately  taken  out ; and,  in  about  half  an  hour,  the 
rebels  returned  for  more  vidlims;  In  the  whole,  they 
“ took  out  ninety-eight.  Thofe  who  were  laft  called  out, 
“ were  17  in  number.  Mr.  Daniel  and  Mr.  Robinfon, 

“ both 
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both  gaugers  ; Mr.  Atkins,  a tide-waiter  ; Pviatthews  and 
< ■ Guriy,  who  were  with  me  at  the  execution  of  Murphy, 
and  myfelf,  were  included  in  this  lot.  We  were  march- 
“ ed  to  the  bridge.  The  blood  of  thofe  who  had  been 
“ already  executed  on  this  fpot,  (eighty-one  in  number) 
had  more  than  ftained,  it  ftreamed  upon  the  ground  a> 
««  bout  us.  They  firil  began  the  bloody  tragedy  by  taking 
out  Mr.  Daniel,  who,  the  moment  he  w^as  touched  with 
their  pikes,  fprung  over  the  battlements  of  the  bridge 
into  the  water,  where  be  was  (hot.  Mr.  Robinfon  was 
« the  next,  he  was  piked  to  death.  They  ripped  open  the 
belly  of  poor  Mr.  Atkins  ; and  in  that  condition,  he  ran 
feveral  yards  ; when  falling  on  the  fide  of  the  bridge,  he 
**  was  piked.  Thu^they  proceeded,  till  they  came  to  Guriy, 
who  was  next  to  me.  While  they  were  torturing  him, 
General  Roach  rode  up  in  great  bafte,  and  bid  them  beat 
to  arms,  informing  them  Vinegar-Hill  was  hefet,  and 
that  reinforcements  were  wanting.  This  operated  like 
lightning  upon  them ; they  all  inftantly  quitted  the 
bridge,  and  left  Mr.  O^Connor,  an  organift  ; Mr.  Ha- 
mlitonj  the  bailiff'  of  the  town  •,  and  myfelf,  on  our 
knees.  The  rebel  guard  foon  came  to  us,  and  took  us 
back  to  the  gaol  ; which  we  entered  with  hearts  over- 
flowing  with  gratitude  to  the  great  Creator,  for  our  late 
wonderful  prefe^vation.  For  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
we  looked,  with  fome  hope  and  extreme  anxiety,  the 
“ whole  night,  till  about  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when 
we  heard  the  joyful  found  of  cannon.”  Soon  after  the 
king’s  troops  entered  the  town,  and  put  an  end  to  this 
<*  feene  of  barbarity. 

^ narrative  concerning  the  Jufferings  of  a Mr.  Tailor 

States  briefly  as  follows.  On  going  home  through  the 
country,  he  became  a prifoner  to  the  rebels,  the  6Lh  of 
June  1798,  and  was  taken  to  Gorey,  where  he  was  confined 

in 
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in  the  market-houfe  with  other  prifoners.  The  firfi:  night, 
(fays  the  narrative,)  ‘‘  the  guards  that  were  placed  over  us, 
“ tied  our  arms  behind,  and  confined  us  to  certain  limits, 
“ that  we  fhould  not  have  an  opportunity  of  converfing  to- 
“ gether.  The  next  evening,  the  rebels  brought  in  a- 
nother  prifoner,  whom  they  afterwards  fliot  in  the 
ftreets. 

‘‘  My  papifl:  neighbours  hearing  I was  in  confinement, 
fome  of  them  came  to  fee  me,  mocked  me,  wiChed  me 
“ a fpeedy  liberation  ; and  hoped  I would  not  lofc  any 
time  to  accept  of  the  means  to  procure  it,  which  was 
to  be  chriftened  by  a prieft,  and  embrace  the  holy  Roman 
“ Catholic  Faith  (as  they  called  it)  and  if  1 would  not  con«* 
“ Tent  to  thefe  propofals,  I fliould  be  fhot. 

‘‘  In  a few  days  after,  they  firlpt  me  of  all  my  cloaths, 
and  gave  me  an  old  fait  belonging  to  a foldier  who  had 
“ unfortunately  fell  into  their  hands  *,  and  one  of  their 
“ captains  took  half  a guinea  from  me,  which  was  all  the 
‘‘  money  I had,  except  one  fliilling  and  feven  pence  half- 
“ penny  ; thus  having  plunder’d  me,  they  left  me  to  me- 
“ ditate  on  what  fhould  follow  ; nor  was  it  I alone  that 
“ was  robbed,  but  all  the  prifoners.  They  then  led  us  out 
“ into  the  camp  to  be  iliot.  Here  we  were  commanded  to 
fit  down  two  and  two  ; there  were  guards  placed  before 
and  behind  us  *,  they  that  were  behind  wanted  to  kill  us 
“ with  their  pikes,  but  rhofe  before  us  would  not  confent 
“ to  our  being  kiiled  until  the  arrival  of  the  prieft  in  form. 
“ The  guards  behind,  however,  wounded  many  of  us  not- 
withftanding  ; and  one  in  particular  had  been  cruelly 
mangled  in  his, back  with  their  pikes.  A rebel  horfe- 
man  rode  up  to  us,  and  after  viewing  us  for  a while, 
fired  a piftol  among  us,  and  wounded  one  of  us  in  the 
“ fhouldcr. 
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“ The  prieft  at  length  arrived,  and  we  expelled  a cruel 
and  immediate  death  ; but  to  the  great  difappointment 
“ of  our  blood-thirfty  guards,  who  were  continually  prod. 
“ ding  us  with  their  pikes,  the  prieft  had  directions  from 
“ Bag.  Harvey,  to  read  a proclamation  he  held  in  his  hand, 
“ which  he  did,  and  inftead  of  our  being  put  to  torturing 
“ deaths,  we  were  efcorted  back  again,  and  walked  two 
“ and  two  as  before,  linked  to  each  other.  The  next  morn- 
“ ing,  their  favage  barbarity  foon  returned,  for  they  cut 
“ off  all  the  prifoners’  hair,  and  put  pitc'h’d  caps  on  them 
“ all,  except  myfelf  ; they  did  noL  even  exclude  a minifter, 
“ who  was  our  fellow  prifoner,  from  torture  and  the  fame 
“ punilhment.  This  happened  on  Sunday  the  9th  of  June, 
“ when  the  whole  body  of  the  rebels  prepared  to  attack 
Arklow.  ' 

“ As  the  rebel  army  marched  through  the  town  of 
Gorey,  the  guards  thruft  the  prifoners  half-out  of  the 
“ windows,  that  the  rebel  army  might  lee  the  prifoners’ 
heads  fiiorn  and  covered  with  pitched  caps  ; at  which  the 
“ rebels  fhouted  with  great  joy  and  contempt,  and  mocked 
the  prifoners  as  they  paffed  them. 

“ Our  bed  here  was  only  brufh  of  ftraw,  and  that  very 
‘‘  trifling,  which  was  fwarming  with  vermin  *,  our  food  was 
“ very  fcanty,  and  no  man  got  as  much  in  twenty-four  hours 
as  was  fufficient  for  one  meal ; but  I was  much  better 
treated  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the  prifoners. 

On  Wednefday  the  30th,  the  rebel  officers  came  into 
“ the  guard-room  to  try  the  prifoners,  and  any  that  were 
“ fuppofed  to  be  Orange-men,  were  confined  clofely  in  gaol, 
till  they  fliould  be  lent  to  Wexford  to  be  fiiot  or  piked 
“ to  death.  When  my  trial  came  on,  1 was  in  a few  words 
“ acquitted,  and  placed  among  them  that  were  to  go  to  the 
««  camp  to  join  and  fight  with  the  rebels  againft  his  Majcf- 
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“ ty’s  forces  ; but  this  my  confcience  revolted  from,  and  I 
“ chofe  rather  to  take  my  fate  with  thofe  who  were  doom’d 
‘‘  for  the  Wexford  flan'ghter,  rather  than  take  up  arms  a- 
“ gainft  my  king  and  country.  We  were  now  pinioned 
and  hand-cuffed  together,  and  then  marched  in  that  flav- 
‘‘  ifli,  painful  manner  in  procellion  13  miles  to  Oulart  ; 

when  we  arrived  at  the  inn  it  was  near  eleven  o’clock  at 
“ night  j we  w^ere  then  drove  into  an  out  houle,  where  a 
“ little  ftraw  had  been  fliaken  on  the  floor  for  us  to  lie  on,  ( 
“ our  hands  continued  handcuffed  behind  us,  but  the  mer- 
cy  and  goodnefs  of  the  Great  God  fupported  us  under 
“ tlus  and  every  other  painful  afllicflion. 

“ In  the  morning,  we  marched  about  four  miles  farther, 

“ and  then  halted  at  the  houfe  of  Edward  Fitzgerald,  to 
‘‘  get  fomething  to  eat  *,  we  then  went  to  Wexford,  where 
“ we  arrived  about  eleven  o’clock  ; we  continued  hand- 
“ cuffed  with  heavy  irons,  being  confined  in  the  gaol. 

This  is  a very  firong  prlfon,  and  I believe  never  con- 
tained  fo  great  a number  of  innocent  inhabitants  before  ; 
no  man  was  confined  here  but  proteflants,  and  this  alone 
‘‘  was  their  crime.  There  were  fo  great  a number  of  prlfon- 
‘‘  ers  here,  and  more  crowding  in  every  day,  that  the  rebel 
committee  thought  it  expedient  to  fend  fome  of  them  to 
“ the  market-houfe,  as  the  weather  wasfo  extremely  warm, 

“ they  were  afraid  it  might  become  infe^fious.  The  rebel 
‘‘  captains  or  commanders  faid  it  would  be  dangerous  to  kill 
us,  until  they  would  find  whether  they  would  be  fuccefsful 
“ againfl  the  army  or  not.  Many  of  the  prifoners  were 
appointed  for  the  market-houfe,  hut  were  imploring  the 
“ committee  to  leave  them  in  the  gaol,  as  the  lower  order 
of  the  rebels  were  fo  blood-thirfty,  that  they  would  hardly 
be  prevented  by  their  leaders  from  burfting  into  the  pri- 
“ fon,  and  murdering  all  the  defpairing  poor  proteftant  crea- 
tures  in  it. 
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« On  Wedncfday  evening,  the  20th  of  June,  they  dragg- 
ed  out  14  of  my  innocent  fuffering  proteftant  fellow  pri- 
fonerSj  and  after  they  had  gone  away  with  them,  we 
enquired  of  our  guards  what  they  intended  to  do  with 
**  them  j fome  of  the  guards  replied,  they  were  going  to 
be  tried  5 others  faid  they  were  to  be  taken  to  the  camp 
**  to  be  fliot,  becaufe  they  would  not  turn  to  mafs.  In 
fame  time  after,  a large  rebel  force  came  again  to  the  pri- 
fon,  and  took  away  ten  more  innocent  trembling  victims  5 
after  they  were  gone  fome  time,  a wopaan  came  crying 
bitterly,  aud  told  me  the  rebels  had  murdered  all  the 
priloaers  on  the  bridge,  and  then  had  thrown  them  over 
into  the  ferry.  The  blood-thirfty  rebels  returned  to  the 
prifcn  again,  and  faid  they  came  for  more  heretics. 
Another  party,  more  devilidi,  (called  the  executioners,) 
foon  after  came  in,  and  dragged  out  18  more  innocent 
men  j I was  one  of  the  number.  When  we  arrived  at 
**  the  bridge,  we  kneeled  down  to  offer  up  our  prayers,  and 
**  to  commend  our  fouls  to  God  ; while  in  the  fervency  of 
our  (upplications,  on  our  knees,  they  piked  fix  of  our 
<<  fellow- fufferers  in  the  molt  horrui  and  tormenting  manner 
they  could  think  of,  and  then  threw  them  over  the  bridge 
into  the  water.  One  man  in  torture  with  his  bowels 
hanging  out,  running  round  on  the  bridge,  jumped  into 
^ the  water,  aad  the  cruel  rebels  diverted  themfelves  fir- 
ing  fhots  at  him  as  he  ftruggled  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
“ When  they  had  done  murdering  thefe  innocent  protef- 
taats  aUo,  there  only  remained  two  trembling  vidims 
more,  and  myfelf,  to  finifh  thefe  bloody  facrifices  *,  but 
Mr.  Curran,  a prieft  of  Wexford,  interfered,  and  faved 
“ our  lives,  by  defiring  the  rebels  to  defifl:.’* 

«« It  evidently  appears (continues  the  narrative)  that 
«<  this  pious  Father  Curran  never  interfered  to  fave  the  lives 
of  all,  or  any  of  the  innocent  proteftants,  who  were  daily 
butchered  by  the  mercilefs  rebels,  previous  to  this  day’s  fa- 
crificc  of  them. 
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We  (hall  add  a few  words  refpefling  Lord  Kingsboroiigh, 
who  on  hearing  of  the  di(furbance^  had  left  Dublin,  with 
a view  of  joining  his  regiment,  the  North  Cork  militia. 
Not  knowing  the  town  of  Wexford  was  taken,  he  was  pro* 
ceeding  towards  it,  with  two  of  his  officers,  in  a frnall 
(loop  j but  at  a ffiort  diftance  from  the  harbour,  the  vefTel 
was  attacked  by  feveral  armed  boats  belonging  to  the  rebels. 
His  Lordffiip,  with  his  ufual  courage,  endeavoured  to  de- 
fend himielf,  but  was  overpowered  by  numbers ; and  with 
his  two  officers,  Cap.  Burke  and  Cap.  F,  Hay,  the  fecond 
day  after  the  town  was  taken,  was  brought  into  Wexford  ; 
they  were  confined  at  a public-houfe,  where  a ftrong  guard 
was  placed  over  them. 

A few  days  after,  the  gaol  was  fo  crowded,  that  no  room 
was  left  for  the  proteftant  prifoners,  who  were  daily 
brought  in  from  different  parts  of  the  county.  The  rebels 
then  fitted  up  two  large  floops,  as  prifon-ffilps,  with  a 
quantity  of  ftraw  at  the  bottom,  and  grating  over  the  hatch- 
ways. Thefe  veffels  were  taken  through  the  bridge  of  Wex- 
ford, (which  is  a draw-bridge)  unrigged,  and  were  moored 
in  the  middle  of  the  river.  A number  of  the  moft  ref- 
peflable  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who  were  prifoners, 
were  put  on  board,  and  with  them  Lord  Kingsborough  and 
his  officers  ; but  he  had  not  been  long  in  this  fituation, 
before  he  was  fo  befet  with  rats,  that  he  was  neceffitated 
to  fend  to  Keughe,  the  then  rebel  governor  of  the  town, 
and  in  the  moft  earneft  terms  entreat  to  be  removed  to  any 
other  place,  were  it  ever  fo  mean.  The  requeft  was  com- 
plied with  and  his  lordfliip,  with  his  officers,  under  a 
ftrong  guard  of  pike- men,  was  taken  back  to  his  old  lodg* 
ings  at  the  dram-fhop.  Several  times  did  detachments 
come  from  the  rebel  camp  to  demand  his  life  ; and  the  day 
before  the  town  was  taken  by  the  King’s  troops,  which  was 
the  time  fixed  upon  for  a general  maffacre  of  the  prifoners, 
VolIII.  Z a party 
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a party  came  to  his  Lordfhip’s  lodging  to  demand  his  body ; 
but  the  guards,  who  were  chiefly  townfmen,  and  generally 
fpcaking,  lefs  blooi-thirfly  than  the  country-mcn,  refufed. 
While  this  altercation  lafted,  the  Catholic  Bifliop  Caulfield 
arrived,  and  finding  all  the  arguments  he  could  ufe  had  no 
cfle6t,  ruflied  through  the  crowd,  and  forced  into  the  room 
where  his  Lordfliip  was,  placing  himfelf  before  him,  told 
the  rebels,  if  they  chofe  to  fire  they  might  *,  but  if  they 
would  murder  his  Lordfliip,  it  fhould  not  be  before  they 
had  killed  him.  This  threat  had  the  defired  efle^l  ; the 
rebels  went  away,  leaving  his  Lordfliip  and  the  bifliop  to- 
gether. Lord  Kingsbc  rough,  however,  continued  a pri- 
foner  hill  fometime  after. 

Wilfoyis  HofpltaL 

This  charitable  inftitution,  which  was  fituated  in  the 
county  Weflmealh,  was  deflroyed  by  the  infnrgents,  be- 
caufe  it  was  a protejlant  foundation.  They  effedled  this 
foon  after  the  French  landed  j having  afifembled  to  the 
number  of  5000  for  the  purpofe.  Immediately  after  this 
outrage,  a Priefl:  proceeded  to  celebrate  mafs  for  them  ; 
and  they  then  collecled  in  a houfe,  a great  number  of 
proteftant  men,  women,  and  children,  and  would  have  fet 
fire  to  it,  but  that  the  King’s  troops  feafonably  arrived 
there. 

We  fliall  cloCe  this  account  of  thefe  horrid  barbarities, 
(which  were  too  numerous  to  admit  of  recital)  with 
barely  mentioning  the  names  of  the  following  Clergy- 
men and  gentlemen  of  refpeclability  who,  amongft  o- 
thers,  fell  vidlims  to  the  fanguinary  fury  of  the  rebels, 

—viz, The  Reverend  Samuel  Heydon^  Ennifeorthy. 

— Reverend  Robert  Burroivesy  Oulart. — Reverend  Francis 
Turner^  fiallinagale  5— Reverend  Mr:  Pentland^  Rillan  ; 

— Reverend 
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—Reverend  Mr.  Troke  Templefliambo  \ — Captain  ^lUn 
Coolelife  - Major  IVilliam  Horcy  Harpiirftown  — ^ 
Edward  Turnery  Efq;  Stone-lodge  ; — Edward  Howlin 
UArcyy  Efq*,  Balnahown,  with  many  others. 

Wc  may  coi^clude  this  narrative  with  the  following  cx- 
trad  from  Mr.  Belpam's  hiftory  of  the  prefent  reign,  which 
as  it  contains  fome  pertinent  and  wc  apprehend  impartial 
obfervations,  may  ferve  as  a brief  recapitulation  of  events.^ 

“ It  is  now  highly  requifite  to  take  a general  view  of  that 
'•(fate  of  affairs  in  Ireland  which  excited  fuch  great  and  juft 
alarm  in  the  parliament  and  rniniftry  of  Great  Britain.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  from  the  xra  of  the  firft  acquilition  of  Ire- 
land by  the  Englilh,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  to  the  pre- 
fent time,  the  Irifli  nation,  if  by  the  nation  is  meant  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  were  never  reconciled  to  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment. They  were  indeed  confidered  by  England,  and 
they  coniidtred  tb.emfelves,  as  a conquered  people  : they  re- 
garded the  Englifh  government  as  a yoke,  which  It  was  not 
only  lawful  but  meritorious  to  throw  off,  whenever  they  had 
the  power  and  the  opportunity.  The  general  and  obftinate 
refiftance  made  by  the  Irifh  nation  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
to  go  no  further  back,  of  Charles  1.  and  of  king  William, 
to  the  whole  power  of  England,  affords  irrefragable  demon- 
fl  ration  of  this  grand  truth.  In  conf^quence  of  the  immenfe 
confifeations  which  fiicceeded  the  fuppreflion  of  thefe  three 
rebellions,  almoft  the  whole  landed  property  of  the  king- 
dom was  transferred  to  the  Englifh  fettkrs  and  their  de- 
feendants,  who  formed  as  it  w'ere  a diflin(ft  colony  in  Ire- 
land, a nation  within  a nation,  differing  in  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  language,  and  religion  ; and  in  whem,  as  the  Irifli 
catholics  were  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution, 
and  under  a legal  profeription,  not  only  the  whole  property, 
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but  the  whole  political  power  and  influence  of  the  country, 
was  for  a long  fucceffion  of  years  exclufively  veiled.  “ At 

Clonnell,  near  Cafllereagh,”  fays  a well  known  modern 
writer  lives  O’Connor,  the  dire£l  defeendant  of  Roderic 
O’Connor,  king  of  Connaught  700  years  ago.  His  monu- 
ment, with  the  cnfigns  of  royalty,  is  in  Rofeommon  church 
This  family  has  fuffered  more  in  the  revolution  of  ages  than 
the  O’Neils  and  O’Bryens  The  common  people,  however, 
pay  him  great  refpe^l,  and  confider  him  as  the  prince  of  a 
people  involved  in  one  common  ruin.”  * 

The  Englifti  colony  in  Ireland,  or,  adopting  the  phrafe 
formerly  in  ufe,  -*  the  Englilh  fettlers  within  the  pale,” 
bearing  no  proportion  in  numbers  to  the  genuine  native 
Irifh,  were  compelled  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  England  for  fupport.  The  Irifh  legiflature  there- 
fore readily,  if  not  willingly,  fubmitted  to  the  fupreme  au- 
thority afTumed  by  the  parliament  of  England  as  the  price 
of  their  fecurity.  Or  if  they  ever  Ihewed  a difpofition  to 
conteft  this  legiflative  fuperiority,  as  in  the  reigns  of  king 
William  and  king  George  J.  the  refinance  was  neither  very 
ferious  or  permanent.  From  the  acceffjon  of  the  Honfe  of 
Hanover,  although  the  laws  againft  popery,  till  a recent 
period,  fuffered  no  relaxation,  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try was  adminiflcred  in  the  fpirit  of  mildnefs.  The  civiliza- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  and  the  commercial  induflry  of  the 
community  increafed  ; improvements  of  all  kinds  made 
great  and  rapid  advances  ; and  the  Catholics  partici- 
pated, however  unequally,  in  the  general  profperity ; 
lofing  gradually  their  attachment  to  the  baniflicd  houfe 
of  Stuart,  and  acquiring  with  the  increafing  liberality  of 
the  times  additional  degrees  of  light  and  knowledge. 
After  centuries  of  animofity,  the  Catholics  and  Proteftants 
feemed  at  length  to  begin  to  confider  themfelves  as  having 
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a common  and  national  intereft  diftin<5l  from  that  of  Eng- 
land. The  loyalty  difcovcred  by  the  Irilh  Catholics  during 
the  unfortunate  difpute  with  America,  and  the  defire  of 
prcfcrving  and  ingreafing  that  attachment,  combined  with 
a fepfc  doubtlefs  of  the  injufiice  of  the  laws  under  which 
they  fuffered,  induced  the  government  here  from  time 
to  time  to  exert  its  influence  in  thelrifh  legiflature,  to  grant 
them  fuch  relief  as  they  were  deemed  entitled  or  qualified  to 
receive : and  every  new  acquifition  of  liberty,  oi  exemption 
from  opprelfion,  confirmed  and  ftrengihened  the  impreflion 
of  a common  and  national  interefl.  The  Irifti  legiflature 
itfclf  feemed  to  encourage  the  pleafing  and  patriotic  idea  ; 
and  feeing  the  great  diftrefs  and  embarraflment  of  England 
during  the  laft  years  of  the  American  war,  Ireland  eagerly 
embraced  the  golden  opportunity  to  extort  from  her,  firft 
the  grant  of  a free  trade,  and  then  the  recognition  of  her 
political  independence. 

In  making  thefc  demands  the  Irilh  parliament  felt  itfelf 
fupported  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  nation  ; the  intereft  of 
the  Catholics  being  no  lels  concerned  than  that  of  the 
Proteftants  in  the  one,  and  their  national  pride  no  lefs 
gratified  by  the  other.  But  no  fooner  had  thefe  two  grand 
points  been  carried  by  the  aid  and  powerful  concurrence  of 
the  Catholics,  than  they  reverted  with  keener  fenfibility  to 
thofe  fevere  unrepealed  laws  v/hich  ftill  placed  them,  as  they 
conceived,  out  of  the  pale  of  the  conftitution.*  They  now, 

therefore. 


# « The  declared  objedt  of  the  popery  laws,”  fays  Mr.  Bnrkc,  in  his 
letter  to  fir  Hercules  Langri^ie,  “ was  to  reduce  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
to  a mifcrable  populace,  without  property,  without  eftimatiqn,  without 
education.  They  divided  the  nation  into  two  dillind  bodies,  without  com- 
mon intereft,  fympathy,  or  connexibn.  The  old  code  was  a complete  fyftcm 
full  of  coherence  and  confiftcncy,  well  digefted,  and  well  compofed,  in  all 
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therefore,  hent  all  their  efforts  to  obtain  a radical  reform  of 
the  reprefentation  ; which,  as  they  juflly  believed,  would 
lead  to  a total  abolition  of  the  exilVmg  penal  llatutcs.  But 
the  Irifh  parliament,  which  had  no  longer  any  caufe  of  con- 
tention with  England,  received  their  applications  with  the 
highefl  degree  of  jealoufy  and  averfion.  Whithir  this  ra- 
dical reform  would  ultimately  tend  was  indeed  too  obvious 
not  to  excite  the  fpirit  of  determined  refiftance  in  thelegifla- 
tures  of  both  countries,  who  trembled  at  the  apprehenhon 
of  a ferious  inveftigation  of  the  fubfifting  abufes  in  church 
and  (tale  : and,  fhould  a majority  of  Catholics  be  elected  in 
confequence  of  this  reform,  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  government  and  Proteftant  eftablilhment  in  Ireland 
would  be  endangered.  Tho’  fome  conceflious  were  made 
tlierefore  in  fubordinate  matters,  every  motion  brought 
forward  in  parliament  for  a reform  in  the  reprefentation  was 
rejected  by  vaft  majorities,  the  influence  of  the  executive 
government  being  in  perfect  union  on  this  point  with  the  in- 
clinations, fears,  and  prejudices,  of  the  legiflative  body. 

In  confequence  of  their  repeated  dilappointments,  the 
Irifh  Catholics  remained  in  a ftate  of  extreme  diffatisfaeflion, 
and  almoft  defpondency,  till  the  great  event  of  the  French 
revolution  infpired  them  with  new  hopes  and  frefh  courage. 
The  juft  and  noble  .principles -of  government  promulgated  by 
the  Conftituent  Aflembly,  fo  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  an 
opprefled  and  perfecuted  people,  were  eagerly  and  enthufi- 
aftically  embraced  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  5 as  well  as  by 
that  large  proportion  of  the  Irifh  proteftants  who  difTented 
from  the  cftabliflied  church, — a great  and  refpedfable  clafs 
©f  men,  who  were  formerly  for  the  moft  part  adverfe  to  the 

claims 

its  parti ; it  was  a machine  of  wife  and  elaborate  contEivance  ; and  ai  well 
fated  for  the  oppreffion,  impoveriiliraent,  and  degradation  of  a people,  and 
the  debafement  in  them  of  hupian-natiire  itfclf,  as  ever  proceeded  from  the 
perverted  ingenuicy  of  roan.”  P.  <6-87. 
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claims  of  the  Catholics,  but  who  were  now  the  avowed  and 
zealous  defenders  of  their  equity  and  juftice. 

In  the  year  1791,  the  famous  focieiy  of  United  Irinimen 
was  formed,  which  profelTcd  to  have  in  view  the  abolition  of 
all  legal  tefts  and  proferiptions  ; the  entire  emancipation  of 
the  Catholics  ; and  a radical  reform  in  parliament  : — and 
there  exifts  not  the  leafl:  proof  of  prefumption  that  the  views 
of  the  fociety  at  its  firft  inlfitution,  or  for  feveral  years  af- 
terward, extended  beyond  thefe  profefsions,  whatever  might 
be  the  concealed  defign  of  individuals.  The  governments  of 
both  kingdoms  neverthelefs  continued  ftill  as  inimical  as  e- 
ver  both  to  the  reform  in  parliament,  and  the  complete  e- 
mancipation  of  the  Catholics. 

Such  was  the  ftatC'of  things  when  Great-Britain,  againft 
every  rule  of  good  policy,  and  even  of  common  fenfe,  en- 
tered into  the  confederacy  againft  France.  As  it  was  now 
of  the  utmoft  importance  that  the  fpirit  of  difeontent  in  Ire- 
land ftiould  be  ftiffered  to  rile  to  difaffe^ion,  the  famous 
Catholic  Toleration  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Irifli  par- 
liament, in  the  feflion  of  1793,  under  the  fan<ftion  of  go- 
vernment, and  on  the  exprefs  recommendation  of  the  fove- 
reign.  This  biU,  in  its  paftage  through  the  two  houfes, 
was  much  cramped  and  limited  in  its  operation  by  the  fpirit 
of  bigotry  and  folly  ; when  pafted,  it  was  perceived  to  fall 
extremely  fliort  of  its  profeftsd  obje£l ; and  the  Catholics, 
difpleafed  and  difappointed,  declared  loudly  that  nothing 
lefs  would  fatisfy  them  than  a complete  emancipation  and 
adroillion  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution.  To  this 
claim  the  Englifh  government,  whole  intentions  refpe^ing 
the  Catholics  had  not  been  f ulfilled  by  the  late  bill,  appeared 
to  hearken  with  favorable  attention  ; and,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1794*  carl  Fitzwilliam  was  appointed  lord-lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  with  full  powers,  as  he  himfelf,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Ireland,  underftood,  to  carry  the  plan 

of 
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of  emancipation  into  eflPect. — That  thus  much  might  have 
been  conceded  with  the  moft  perfect  fafety,  and  that  the  moft 
beneficial  confequences  would  have  refulted  from  it,  there 
cannot  exift  the  fhsdow  of  a reafonable  doubt:  and  that  the 
fplrit  of  conciliation  and  of  wifdoin  might  have  happily  com- 
promifed  the  remaining  difficulties,  relative  to  parliamentary 
reform  and  the  eccleliaftical  eftablifhment,  is  fcarcely  more 
probematical.  But  by  fome  indifereet  and  premature  difmif- 
fals  from  office,  lord  Fitzwilliam  alarmed  the  whole  body  of 
king’s  friends,”  Tories,  and  “ Swifs  of  State,”  who  would 
moft  probably  have  conformed  to  any  plan,  however  favor- 
able to  liberty  and  liberaiity  (that  is,  in  other  words,  how- 
ever contrary  to  their  own  malignant  prejudices  and  incli- 
nations), had  they  been  allowed  to  retain  their  places.  But 
the  immediate  confequence  of  the  too  daring  attack  of  lord 
Fitzwilliam  upon  this  formidable  phalanx  was  the  peremp- 
tory recall  of  his  lordfhip,  the  re-inftatement  of  the  difpla- 
ced  courtiers,  and  the  grief,  rage,  and  ruin,  of  the  country. 

This  virtuous  and  patriotic  nobleman  was  fucceeded  in 
the  government  of  Ireland,  as  has  been  already  related,  by 
the  earl  of  Camden  ; under  whofe  difaftrous  adminiftration, 
difafFedion  and  oppreffion,  each  operating  alternatively  as  the 
efficient  caufe  of  the  other,  were  foon  carried  to  a moft 
alarming  and  terrible  height.  In  the  month  of  March  1796. 
was  pafi’ed  the  famous  Infurredtfon  A£t,  empowering  the 
magiftrates  in  any  county  or  diftri<ft  to  proclaim  it  out  of  the 
king’s  peace  ; and  confequehtly  to  fubje^t  the  wretched  in- 
habitants, at  their  diferetion,  or,  in  other  vrords,  their  plea- 
lure,  to  military  law,  under  colour  of  which  the  moft  hor- 
rible outrages  were  perpetrated. 

Neverthelels,  to  the  conclufion  of  that  year,  the  Catholics 
ftill  fiattered  themfelves  that  a change  of  fyftem  would  take 
place  in  their  favor;  and  when  the  French  attempted  an  in- 

vafion  in  the  month  of  December,  the  whole  kingdom.  Ca- 
tholics 
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thollcs  and  Proteftants,  forgetting  for  the  time  their  conten- 
tions and  animofities,  difplayed  only  an  emulation  of  ardour 
in  the  national  defence, — as  fhe  lord-lieutenant  himfelf  ac- 
knowledged in  his  official  difpatches.  But  the  patience  and 
forbearance  of  the  Catholics  were  at  length  exhaufted ; and 
the  government,  ftill  fliewing  itfelf  proudly  and  obftinately 
hoftile  to  their  bumble  claims,  they  luddenly  and  totally  al- 
tered their  whole  plan  of  policy  ; and,  in  defpair  of  obtain- 
ing juftice  at  home,  they  entered  into  dark  and'dangerous  in- 
trigues with  the  French  government,  which  in  a ffiort  time 
matured  into  a fecret  and  trcafonable  conlpiracy,  by  the  aid 
and  affiftance  of  that  hoftile  power,  to  fubvert  the  exifting 
conftitution  of  their  country,  and  to  dilTolve  for  ever  its 
connexion  with  Britain. 

“ Altho’  the  impolicy  of  the  Englifh  government  (fays  Mr. 
Belfham)  in  railing  the  hopes  of  the  Irilh  Catholics  to  the 
higheft  pitch  by  the  appointment  of  Ld.  Fitzwilliam,  and  then 
dalhing  the  cup  of  expecflation  from  their  lips  by  his  fudden 
recall,  is  fo  egregious  as  to  admit  of  no  extenuation,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  revolt  of  the  Irilh  Catholics,  in  a^lual 
circumllances,  was  to  be  vindicated  upon  any  true  principles 
of  reafon.  To  whatever  motives  it  might  be  aferibed,  no 
one  could  controvert  the  fa£l  that  the  prefent  reign  had 
been  to  the  Catholics  a reign  of  indulgence  and  conceffion* 
By  the  laft  a£t  of  toleration,  they  wanted,  comparatively, 
but  little  of  being  reftored  to  the  perfe<St  enjoyment  of 
civil  liberty ; and  as  the  current  upon  the  whole  ran  in 
their  favor,  notwithftanding  fome  occalional  and  temporary 
difappointments,  there  is  good  ground  to  believe  that,  had 
they  condu^led  themfclves  with  temper  and  moderation, 
they  would  ultimately  have  fucceeded  in  their  attempts  to 
be  reBored  to  their  rights  as  men  and  citizens  in  their 
fulled  extent ; to  their  political  as  well  as  civil  exillence. 
After  the  aft  of  1793  fuffered  under  no  politivc 
oppreffionj  their  grievances  were  thenceforth  negatived 
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only  : and  fureiy  it  is  not  every  error  in  government, 
it  is  not  every  refufal  to  comply  with  a claim  in  itfelf 
jaft  and  equitable,  that  will  juftify  refiftance,  or  autho- 
rize an  appeal  to  arms  Obedience  to  the  magiftrate  is 
the  general  rule  of  duty  not  to  be  departed,  from  but  on 
great  and  extraordinary  occafions,  and  upon  urgent  mo- 
tives, fuch  as  can  never  be  pleaded  in  defence  or  extenu- 
atioh  of  the  Irifh  revolt  of  1798. 

“ And  to  view  this  tfanfadlion  in  another  light,  it  may 
be  pronounced  no  lefs  rafh  and  imprudent  than  immoral 
and  unjuft.  The  number  of  thofe  who  had  entered  into 
the  aflbeiation  of  United  Irifhmen,  who  had  fworn  fidelity 
to  the  rules  of  the  inftitution,  and  who  had  been  led  on, 
ftep  by  ftep,  to  engage  in  this  confpiracy  againft  the  go- 
vernment, was  indeed  prodigious  *,  but  ftill  the  power  both 
of  the  fword  and  the  purfe,  that  moft  potent  of  all  com- 
binations, was  in  the  hands  of  the  Proteftants,  and,  in 
cafe  ot  neceflity,  the  government  of  Ireland  would,  no 
doubt,  be  fupported  by  the  mighty  force  of  Britain.  The 
Irifh  Catholics  muft  therefore  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute 
dependence  upon  France  in  order  to  eftablifh  their  vifionary 
independency.  But  what  feenes  of  carnage  and  of  horror 
muft  the  wTetched  inhabitants  of  Ireland  witnefs  before 
the  exifting  government  could  be  fubverted  by  the  aid  of 
fuch  an  ally  ! And  even  fuppofing  the  objed  itfelf  attained, 
did  the  condu^l  of  France  in  other  countries  afford  them 
any  rational  ground  of  expectancy  that  fhe  would  aCt  upon 
principles  of  equity,  moderation,  and  generofity,  to  Ire- 
land ? What  had  been  her  policy  in  Belgium,  in  Lombardy, 
in  Venice  ? Even  Holland,  the  only  country  where  the 
French  had  appeared  to  obferve  any  bounds  or  limits  of  mo- 
teration,  was  degraded  to  the  rank  of  a dependent  pro- 
vince ; — and  fuch,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
Ireland,  had  fhe  fucceeded  in  her  wild  and  romantic  pro- 
ject of  feparating  herfclf  from  Great  Britain. 
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“ So  early  as  the  year  1794,  the  French  government  had, 
for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  intelligence,  fent,  as  an  agent 
into  thefe  kingdoms,  one  Jackfon,  a native  of  Ireland,  of 
the  clerical  profeflion,  who  came  to  England  recommended, 
as  far  as  appears,  to  no  other  perfon  than  a Mr.  Stone, 
merchant,  at  Old-ford  near  London,  whofe  brother,  a 
violent  democrat,  but  a man  of  fome  parts  and  plausibility, 
had  a few  years  before  removed  to  Paris  in  order  to  enjoy 
the  blcffings  of  French  liberty.  The  merchant  Stone,  a 
man  to  the  laft  degree  weak  and  vain,  received  this  dan- 
gerous friend  with  much  hofpitaliiy,  taking  pains  in  their 
frequent  conferences  upon  the  ftate  of  affairs,  to  convince 
him  of  the  impolicy  and  impradticability  of  any  attempt 
upon  England  : and  to  corroborate  his  own  opinion,  he 
obtained  from  divers  highly-refpe(51able  perfons,  to  whom 
he  had  occafional  accefs,  their  verbal  or  written  fentiments 
to  the  fame  effect: — boafting  in  lofty  terms  the  great  fervice 
he  Ihould  be  able,  in  confcquence  of  the  communication  he 
held  with  his  brother  in  France,  to  render  to  this  country. 
On  applying,  however,  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  received  very 
properly  for  anfwer,  “ that  he  would  neither  receive  any 
information  nor  give  any  opinion  ; and  that  whatever,  kc 
had  to  difclofe  ought  to  be  addreffed  to  the  fecret’ary  of 
ftate,  Mr.  Dundas,  who  would  judge  of  the  importance  of 
it.” — Upon  the  whole,  Jackfon  being  convinced  that  the 
projeff  of  an  invafion  of  England  was  hopelefs,  repaired 
to  Ireland,  where  he  ftill  continued  his  correfpondence 
with  Stone  ; both  writing  under  feigned  names,  and  in 
terms  of  confidence  which  Ihewed,  on  the  part  of  Stone, 
to  fay  the  leaft,  inconceivable  indiferetion.  The  corre- 
fpondence being  intercepted  by  government,  both  Jackfon 
and  Stone,  were  in  a fhort  time  apprehended  on  a charge 
of  high-treafon ; and  the  former  was  conviffed  on  the 
moft  decifive  evidence.  When  brought  up  for  fentence, 
however,  he  fell  down  fuddenly,  and  expired  before  it 
could  be  pronounced.  Stone,  after  a lorfg  confinement, 

was 


356  Collectanea  i2>olit/ca. 

was  alfo  tried  ; but  the  evidence  being  by  no  means  clear, 
and  his  intentions,  with  refpedl  to  England  at  leaft,  ap- 
pearing upon  the  whole  innocent,  and  even  laudable,  he 
was,  by  the  candor  of  the  jury,  acquitted  of  the  treafon 
imptted  to  him,  and  foon  afterwards  followed  his  brother 
to  France* 

“ Immediately  on  the  conviftion  of  Jackfon,  Mr.  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone,  accounted  the  original  founder  of  the  fociety 
of  United  Iriihmen,  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  and  fome  other 
diflinguiftied  members  of  that  aflbeiation,  who  even  thus 
early  had  formed  deep  defigns  againft  the  exiiling  govern- 
ment, thought  it  neceflary  to  abfeond . 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1795  lord  Fitzwil- 
liam  went  over  with  powers  which,  had  he  been  for- 
tunately fufFered  to  a«51:  upon  them,  would,  beyond  all 
queftion,  have  completely  tranquillifed  the  nation.  On 
his  departure,  things  foon  began  to  wear  a moft  ferious 
afpe^f ; and  the  fociety  of  United  Iriflimcn  received  an  im- 
portant acceffion  of  men  of  parts  and  influence  ; — amongft 
others,  the  celebrated  Arthur  O’Connor,  who  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  a zealous  partizan  of  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  lord  Fitzwilliam  ; Dr.  M‘Nevin,  chairman  of  the 
Catholic  committee , and  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  an  opulent  mer- 
chant of  Dublin.  The  general  views  of  the  fociety  at  this 
time  feem  to  have  been  lawful  and  juft : but  thofe  of  the 
leaders  went  certainly  much  farther,  and  very  dangerous 
lengths.  Though  parliamentary  reform,  Catholic  emanci- 
pation, and  the  abolition  of  tythes,  were  ftill  the  profelTed 
objects,  they  appeared  from  this  period  to  addrefs  them- 
lelves  much  more  to  the  paflions  than  to  the  judgment  of 
the  people  at  large ; and  to  exert  unwearied  pains  to  dif- 
fufe  opinions  calculated  to  re-kindle  in  all  its  anlient  fury 
the  immortal  hatred  between  the  Catholic  and  Proteftant 
fefls  ; reprefenting  to  the  former  the  dreadful  injuries 

inflicted 
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iufli£lcd  upon  their  anceftors  by  the  latter,  of  which  the 
Catholics  yet  felt  the  grievous  effect : and  it  has  been 
upon  high  authority  affirmed,  that  in  the  province  of 
Leinfter,  the  common  people,  at  firft  averfe  to  the  mea- 
furcs  propofed  to  them,  were  terrified  into  an  a<5hve  con- 
currence, in  confequence  of  being  afliired  by  the  eroif- 
faries  of  trealon  that  it  was  neceflary  in  their  own  defence, 
as  their  Proteflant  fellow-fubjcds  had  entered  into  a folemn 
league  and  covenant  to  deftroy  them,  having  fworn  to  wade 
up  to  their  knees  in  popifli  blood.* 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year  a regular  communication 
was  opened  by  the  leaders  of  the  fociety  and  the  French  Di- 
rectory, through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Wolfe  Tone  and  other 
Irifh  refugees  And  early  in  the  following  year  a propofiti- 
on  was  received  from  the  French  government,  that  an  army 
fhould  be  fent  over  to  Ireland  to  affift  in  the  projected  ef- 
fort to  fubvert  the  monarchy,  and  to  feparate  Ireland  from 
the  Britifh  connexion.  The  propofition  was  accepted 
by  the  fecret  committee  of  the  fociety,  which  had  now  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  the  whole  kingdom,  being  regularly  or- 
ganized into  primary  afiemblies,  a certain  number  of  de- 
legates from  which  compofed  what  they  ftyled  the  baronial 
committee ; whence  a fecond  delegation  formed  the  county 
committee.  Delegates  in  the  fame  manner  from  the  county 
committees  conflituted  the  provincial  committee  ; and  the 
provincial  committees  made  choice  of  five  perfons,  who 
compofed  the  national  committee,  ftyling  themfelves  the 
Irifii  Executive  DireCfory,  whofe  orders  were  implicitly 
obeyed  by  the  members  of  the  union  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom. 

«*  In  the  fummer  of  1796,  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  bro- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Leinfter,  and  a zealous  leader  of  the 
fociation,  in  company  with  Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor,  both, 
members  of  the  Irifh  Direflory,  repaired  to  the  continent^ 


• ileport  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  A.  D.  I79f. 
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and  proceeding  to  Switzerland,  held  a conference  near  the 
French  frontier  with  general  Hoche,  in  which  the  plan  of 
the  invafion  was  finally  adjufted.  The  caufes  which  ren- 
dered that  expedition  abortive  have  been  already  narrated  ; 
but  the  loyalty  difplayed  on  that  occafion  by  the  Irilh  com- 
monalty clearly  proves  that  the  Irifli  and  French  Directo- 
ries had  greatly  mifcalculated  concerning  the  general  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  at  this  juncture.  The  Irilh  leaders 
appeared,  however,  extremely  refolute  in  the  prolecution 
of  their  criminal  deligus  j and  the  alliance  with  France 
became,  in  confequence  of  this  failure,  only  the  more  firm- 
ly cemented.  One  Lewins  was  nominated  refident  minificr 
of  the  Irish  republic  at  Paris  ; and,  in  the  luramer  of 
J797,  an  aipbaflador  extraordinary,  Dr.  M‘Ncvin,  a member 
of  the  Irifli  executive  directory,  was  deputed  to  Paris  to 
make  the  necelfary  arrangements  for  a fecond  invafion. 
The  French  government  avoided  returning  any  definitive 
anfwer  till  the  iflue  of  the  negociation  at  Lifle  was  determin-* 
cd  ; on  the  rupture  of  which  they  were  lavifh  in  their  af- 
furances  of  fpeedy  and  effectual  fupport. 

“ Two  armaments,  one  from  Holland,  the  other  from 
France,  were  deftined  to  fail  nearly  at  the  fame  time  for 
Ireland  ; but  the  total  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  ad- 
rniral  De  Winter  by  lord  Duncan  entirely  difconcerted  this 
fecond  plan  j the  French  government,  depending  upon  this 
co-operation,  not  chooflng  to  rifque  the  fafety  of  their  own 
fleet  by  permitting  it  to  put  to  fca  from  Brefl  after  this  un- 
looked-for difaftcr.  Thus  the  favourable  moment  was 
lofl ; for  things  were  now  come  to  a crifis  ; and  the  pro- 
jeCI  of  infurreClion,  if  executed  at  all,  could  no  longer  be 
deferred. 

Notwithftanding  the  mutual  aflurances  of  regard  and 
fraternity  which  pafled  between  the  two  direCIories,  it  is 
certain  that  great  jealoufies  fobfifted  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land 
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land  at  leaft,  and  not  without  good  reafon,  of  the  fecret 
defigns  of  the  French  government,  which  were  furpe£fed 
to  aitn  at  the  ultimate  fubje£tion  of  the  fitter  republic. 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Irifh  union, 
abfurdly  confident  in  their  own  ftrength,  were  defirous 
of  limiting  the  afliftance  of  France  to  10,000  men  and 
4#, 000  ftand  of  arms.  But  the  French,  who  were  not 
deceived  in  the  inagnitude  of  the  undertaking,  declared 
an  army  of  50,000  men  to  be  requifite  in  order  to  ettabllfli 
the  independency  and  liberty  of  Ireland.  They  engaged,  how- 
ever, to  fend  fuch  fuccours  as  clrcunaftances  vvould  admit 
in  aid  of  the  intended  infurre^lion,  and  which  would 
arrive  in  Ireland  at  the  end  of  April  or  the  beginning  of 
May.-^ 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1798  a grand  effort 
was  refolved  upon.  In  the  month  of  February  a military 
com  million  was  appointed  by  the  executive  council,  and  in- 
ftru(Stions  iffued  to  the  adjutants-general.  Nocturnal  al- 
femblles  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  the 
people  were  trained  to  the  ulc  of  arms.  The  boldeft  de- 
predations were  made,  the  moft  unqualified  menaces  thrown 
out,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  prefage  the  near  approach 
of  a dreadful  explolion.  On  the  other  hand,  whtre  the 
i king’s  troops  and  the  Orange  volunteer  corps  prevailed,  the 
i mott  horrid  barbarities  were  praettifed  upon  the  perfons,  and 
the  moft  Ihocking  ravages  committed  upon  the  properties, 

> of  the  affociated  Irilhmen  ; and  it  leemed  to  be  the  policy 
^ of  government  to  irritate  and  provoke  them  into  a prema- 
^ ture  revolt. 

i The  earl  of  Moira,  at  this  time  refident  in  Ireland, 

K on  the  19th  of  February  moved,  in  the  Irilh  houfe  of  peers, 

•« 
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an  addrefs  to  the  lord-Heutenant,  befeeching  his  excellency 
to  purfue  fuch  conciliatory  meafures  as  might  allay  the 
apprehenfions,  and  extinguifh  the  discontents,  unhappily 
prevalent  in  the  country/*  This  was  the  lafi:  almoft  hopc- 
lefs  effort  of  humanity  and  wifdom  to  compofe  the  differ- 
ences, and  heal  the  diflra£lions,  of  this  unfortunate  and 
undone  country.  His  lordfhip  recapitulated  thofe  abomi- 
nable a£ts  of  cruelty  and  torture,  flogging,  picketing,  half- 
hanging, &c.  by  which  the  confeflion  of  crimes  had,  in 
innumerable  inftances,  been  extorted  from  perfons  againff 
whom  no  legal  evidence  could  be  adduced,  and  no  reafon 
able  caufe  even  of  fufpicion  exifted — perfons  who,  unless 
under  the  momentary  preffure  of  excruciating  ftill 

perfifted  in  the  avowal  of  their  innocence.  His  lordfhip 
declared  his  intention,  if  his  ftatement  of  fatffs  was  denied, 
to  move  for  the  examination  of  witneffcs  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe.*  He  admitted  the  probable  exiftence  of  confpiracy 
in  the  kingdom  : but  do  not,*’  laid  he,  “ on  a lodfe 

charge  of  partial  tranfgreflion,  infii£l  punifhinent  on  a 
whole  community.  The  ftate  of  fociety  is  dreadful  in- 
deed, when  the  fafety  of  every  man  is  at  the  mercy  of  a 
fecret  informer  ; when  the  cupidity,  the  malevolence,  or 
the  erroneous  fuspicions  of  an  individual  are  fuffleient  to 
deftroy  his  neighbour/’  His  lordfhip  ftigmatized,  in  the 

severeft 


* **  Innumerable  arc  the  examples,”  fays  ajuftly-celebrated  writer,  “ of 
innocent  perfons,  wko,  from  the  agony  of  torture,  have  confefled  themfelves 
guilty.  Lives  there  a man  who,  when  he  refleefts  on  fach  cruelty,  is  not 
tempted  to  fly  from  fociety,  and  return  to  his  natural  ftate  of  independence? 
The  refultof  torture  is  a matter  of  calculation,  and  depends  on  the  confti- 
tution,  which  differs  in  every  individual.  To  difeover  truth  by  this^metbod 
is  a problem  to  be  refolved  only  by  a mathematician ; who,  when  the  force 
of  the  mufcles,  and  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  of  an  ipnocent  perfon  are 
prccifcly  ftated,  may  be  required  to  find  the  degree  of  pain  neceffary  to  make 
him  eonfefs  himfelf  guilty  of  a given  crime.” 

BsCCARJA  9H  Criaej  and  Punijbments^ 
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fev'fereft  terms  of  reproach,  the  culpable  mifcondu£l:  of  mir 
nifters  in  the  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  the  final  refufal 
of  government  to  concede  to  the  Catholics  thofe  immuni- 
ties which  would  give  them  a common  intereft  with  their 
countrymen.  With  refpeifl  to  the  queftion  of  parliamen- 
tary reform,  though  he  had  himfelf  no  high  idea  of  its 
practical  benefit,  he  vras  of  opinion  that  it  had  a jufl:  claim 
to  be  candidly  inveftigated,  and  that  the  general  voice  of 
the  country  ought  to  be  complied  with.  ' 

“ What  efiPecSl  meafures  of  conciliation,  if  adopted  at  this 
late  period,  would  have  produced,  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
je£fure.  If  they  had  not  extinguiflied  the  confpiracy, 
they  would  have  extremely  difconcerted  the  confpirators, 
and  weakened  the  bonds  of  the  afibciation.  But  there  was 
as  little  hope  on  the  one  fide  as  fear  on  the  other,  that  any 
fuch  meafures  would  be  adopted.  The  lord-chancellor 
Fitzgibbon,  recently  created  Earl  of  Clare,  ventured  boldly 
to  aflbrt,  ‘‘  that  the  fyflem  of  government  had  been  a fyf- 
Um  of  conciliation  ; that  iri  no  place  had  the  experiment 
been  fo  fairly  tried  as  in  Ireland,  and  in  none  had  it  lo 
completely  failed.”  His  lordfliip  adduced  ftrong  fa6ts  to 
demonftrate  that  the  obje<St  of  the  Society  of  United  Irifh- 
men  was  to  overthrow  the  government  and  dififolve  the 
Britifh  conneffion.  “ He  did  not  jufiify  the  proceedings 
of  the  Orange-men,  but  he  alTerted  that  they  were  not  ene- 
mies to  their  country.  He  did  not  approve  the  tortures, 
burnings,  aflafli nations,  and  murderings,  of  which  the  noble 
lord  had  fpoken  *,  but  he  was  compelled  to  obferve,  that 
when  treafon  and  rebellion  make  it  necelTary  to  call  out 
the  military,  it  is  not  always  polEble  to  reftrain  their  re- 
fentments.” 

“ The  lord-chaneellor  having,  in  courfe  of  his  fpeech^ 
pafTed  fome  reflexions  on  the  bifhop  of  Down,  who  had 
VcL.  Ill  A a promoted 
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promoted  a petition  to  the  king  in  favor  of  conciliatory 
meafures,  that  prelate,  with  much  firmnefs  and  dignity, 
vindicated  his  cliaradler  from  the  illiberal  afperl'ions  thus 
publicly  thrown  upon  it.  He  acknowledged  “ that  he 
was  a friend  to  conciliation.  Coercion,”  hefai  J,  “ had  been 
tried  long  enough.  With  refpecft  to  Catholic  emancipation, 
he  conlidered  it  as  a matter  of  righf,  not  “of  favor  , and  a 
reform  of  parliament  as  an.aift  of  policy,  which  the  ftate  of 
the  country  rendered  abfolutely  neceilary  : and  the  prefent 
calamities  of  the  country  he  afcribed  to  that  moft  impolitic 
and  lamentable  mea.^ure,  the  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam.’' 
The  motion  of  lord  Moira  was  finally  rejected  by  a very 
large  majority. 

It  is  a memorable  Circumftance,  that,  nine  days  only 
after*  this  debate,  lir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  commander  in- 
chief,  declared  in  public  orders,  “ that  the  very  difgraceful 
frequency  of  court  martial,  and  the  many  complaints  of 
irregularities  in  the  condudl  of  the  troops  in  that  kingdom, 
had  too  unfortunately  proved  the  army  to  be  in  a ftate  of 
licentioufnefs  which  muft  render  it  formidable  to  every  one 
but  the  enemy.”  This  able  and  highly-refpeifted  officer  was 
immediately  fuperfeded  by  general  Lake. 

“ Early  in  the  new  year,  Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor^  one  of 
the  pretended  Executive  Dire<ftory,  leaving  Ireland,  had  ar- 
rived in  London,  with  an  intention  of  proceeding  to  France 
in  company  with  one  Binns  a very  adfive  member  of  the  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  James  O’Coigley  an  Irifli  prieft,  and 
two  other  perfons  of  the  names  of  Allen  and  Leary.  Dur- 
ing the  temporary  refidence  of  Mr.  O’Connor  in  London, 
that  gentleman,  and  O’Coigley  the  prieft,  a man  of  great 
courage,  adtivity,  and  addrefs,  kept  up  a confidential  inter- 
courfe  with  the  principal  members  of  the  popular  focieties 
in  Londv-^n  ; which,  in  confequence  of  the  fevere  and  im- 
politic meafures  of  government,  had  gone  on  in  the  ufual  pro- 

greffion, 
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grcflion,  from  difcontent  to  diafFe£lion  ; and  the  obje<St  of 
whofe  moft  daring  leaders,  for  two  years  paft,  had  avow- 
edly been  the  eftablilhment  of  a Bntifh  republic  by  the 
afliftance  of  France  •,  and  meetings  were  privately  held  to 
concert  the  means  of  procuring  arms  to  enable  them  to  co- 
operate with  the  French  forces  in  cafe  cf  an  invafion.  A 
traitorous  cabal  of  this  fort  was  attended  by  O’Connor  and 
O’Coigley,  at  an  apartment  in  FurnivaFs  Inn,  which  was 
the  cuftomary  place  of  refort  with  thofe  who  were  moft 
deeply  engaged  in  the  confpiracy ; and  fecret  confultations 
were  here  carried  on  with  a view  to  proje^ls  deemed  too 
dangerous  and  defperate  to  be  brought  forward  in  any  of 
the  larger  focieties.  Amongft  thefe  plans,  it  is  pretended, 
was  a moft  horrid  one,  for  effe<fting  a general  infurre<ftion 
at  the  fame  moment  in  the  metropolis  and  throughout  the 
country  j and  of  directing  it  to  the  object  of  feizing  or  af- 
faflinating  the  king,  the  royal  family,  and  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes  of  parliament.  An  officer  of  fome  ex- 
perience in  his  majefty’s  fervice  was  fele(fl:ed  as  their  military 
leader  , and,  though  thefe  plans  were  not  as  yet  fufficiently 
matured  to  warrant  any  prefent  attempt,  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  were  entertained  that  the  time  was  nearly  ripe  for 
meafures  of  open  violence. 

“ Attempts  have  been  recently  made,  and  with  much  fuc- 
cels,  to  form  in  this  country  a fociety  of  United  Engliffimen, 
on  the  model  of  that  of  the  United  Irifli,  and  O’Coigley  and 
Binns  were  the  leading  perfons  in  that  detign.  In  and  a- 
bout  the  town  of  Manchefter  only,  the  alTociation  had  ex- 
tended itfelf  to  no  lefs  than  eighty  divilions,  containing  from 
fifteen  to  thirty- fix  members  each;  and  it  was  organized  in 
like  manner  with  that  of  Ireland,  under  the  dire<ftion  of 
county  and  provincial  committees,  &c.  the  whole  being  go-, 
verned  by  a fecret  executive  committee*  whofe  orders  were 
implicitly  obeyed  by  all  the  members  of  thelociety.  An  affo- 
ciation  of  the  fame  nature  was  alfo  eftablifiied  in  Scotland  ; 
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and  both  of  them  maintained  an  intimate  intercourfe  with 
the  original  correfponding  Society.* 

“ Government  having  received  accurate  intelligence  re- 
lative to  the  motions  and  defigns  of  O’Connor  and  his  com- 
panions, on  the  28th  of  May  they  were  taken  intocuftody  at 
Margate,  in  the  attempt  to  obtain  a palTage  to  France. 
Upon  the  prieft  O’Coigley  was  found  a paper,  ftyled  an.Ad- 
drefs  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  England  to  the  Execu- 
tive Dire^lory  of  France,  clearly  demonilrating  the  trai- 
torous views  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  framing  or  trans- 
mifiion  of  it  to  the  French  government.  Being  brought  to 
their  trial  at  Maidhone,  in  a few  weeks,  O’Coigley  was  ca- 
pitally convicted,  on  the  evidence  of  the  paper  in  queftion, 
of  high-treafon,  and  immediately  executed;  I'uffeiing  with 
heroic  fortitude,  as  a vi6tim  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  the 
utmoit  penalties  of  the  law.  Nothing  beyond  prefumptions 
appearing  againlt  his  companions  ; Allen  and  Leary  were 
by  the  lenity  of  the  Englilh  maxims  of  juri (prudence,  fet 
at  liberty  ; but  O’Connor  and  Biiins,  notvvithftanding  their 
acquittal,  were  detained  on  another  charge  of  high-treafon, 
no  doubt  on  very  good  grounds,  preferred  againft  them. 
The  rank  in  life  and  conne^fions  of  O’Connor  being  very 
diftinguifhed,  as  the  nephew  and  reputed  heir  of  lord  Long- 
uevilie  ; his  manners  alio  being  prepofTeffing,  and  his  general 
integrity  of  character  unimpeached;  he  had  eafy  introdudi- 

on 


* Thefe  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Reports  of  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  prefented  by  Mr.  Dundas,  January  23,  1799, 
■u’hich  being  itfelf  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  government  fpies,  mufl  be  re- 
ceived with  many  grains  of  allowance.  The  plot  for  aflaffinating  the  king 
and  royal  family  &c.  feems  an  incredible  extravagance,  and  has  been  con- 
urmed  by  no  collateral  evidence.  Of  the  difafFedlion  of  the  leaders  of  the 
popular  focieties  at  this  period^  however,  there  can  remain  no  rcafonable 
doubt.  The  “ experienced  officer”  alluded  to,  isfuppofed  to  have  been  the 
nnfortunale  colonel  Defpard. 
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on  to  feme  of  the  hrft  families  in  England,  chiefly  thofc  con- 
nected with  the  oppofition  ; and  from  a principle  of  honor, 
cautioufly  and  carefully  concealing  from  them  his  real  de- 
figns,  he  was  univerfally  believed  to  have  extended  his 
views  no  farther  than  the  entire  emancipation  of  the  Catho- 
lics, and  a radical  reform  of  parliament  upon  the  principles 
of  the  conlfitution.  Several  perfons,  therefore,  of  the  firll 
diftinCtion  and  merit  appeared  at  Maidflone  to  give  evidence 
to  his  character  as,  to  the  heft  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, a true  and  loyal  fubjeCt,  which  excited  much  temporary 
abufe  and  obloquy  in  the  miniflcrial  prints. 

The  crilis  was  now  arrived  which  w^as  to  prove  fatal 
either  to  the  government  or  to  the  confpirators.  In  a com- 
plicated plan  of  confpiracy,  the  agency  of  many  perfons 
muft  be  employed  ; and,  as  the  plot  ripens  to.  maturity,  the 
lecret  of  it  muft  be  gradually  difclofed.  Among  the  perfons 
admitted  to  a conliderable  fhare  of  confidence,  was  one 
Reynolds,  formerly  a filk  manufacturer  in  Dublin,  but  now 
refident  in  the  county  of  Kildare.  Having  been  fworn  an 
United  Irifhman  in  February,  1797,  Reynolds  was  in  the 
following  winter  appointed  treafurer  to  the  county,  and  al- 
fo  a colonel  in  the  army  of  the  infurgents.  On  the  25th  of 
February,  1798,  this  loyal  traitor  difclofed  to  a partifan  of 
government,  of  the  name  of  Cope,  the  nature  and  whole 
extent  of  the  confpiracy,  being  particularly  careful  not  to 
omit  that  a meeting  ot  delegates  for  the  province  of  Leinfter 
waslummoned  for  the  12th  of  March,  at  the  houie  of  Mr.  - 
Oliver  Bond,  one  of  the  five  executive  directors.  At  the 
day  and  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Bond  was  befet  by  the  oJKcers  ofjuftice.  Fourteen  of  the 
delegates,  with  their  fecretary,  were  apprehended,  and,  at 
the  lame  time.  Dr.  M'Nevinand  counfelior  Emmett,  both  of 
the  directory,  and  feveral  other  leading  members  of  the  fo- 
cietyweretakeninto  cuftody. 
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A warrant  was  alfo  iflued  againft  lord  Edward  Fitzge- 
rald ; but  he  efcaped,  and  remained  for  feveral  weeks  con- 
cealed in  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  was  at  length  dilcovered 
in  the  heufe  of  one  Murphy,  a dealer  in  feathers.  On  the 
police  officers  entering  the  room,  the  unhappy  nobleman 
made  a defperate  but  hopelefs,  and,  againft  men  employed 
in  the  eifebarge  of  their  public  duty,  very  improper  defence. 
He  wounded  two  of  the  principals,  INIr.  Juftice  Swan  and 
a captain  Ryan,  dangeroufly ; the  latter,  as  it  proved,  mor- 
tally j and  was  himfelf  fo  feverely  hurt  in  the  fray,  that, 
the  agitation  of  his  mind  alfo  no  doubt  contributing  to  the 
cataftrophe,  he  larguiffied  a few  days  only  before  he  ex- 
pired. His  intentions  appear  to  have  been  upright,  his  views 
difinterefted,  his  comage  heroic  ; but  he  had  deeply  imbibed 
thofe  fatally-romantic  notions  in  politics  which  are  fo  ill  cal- 
culated to  attain  the  praffical  purpofss  at  which  they  profefs 
to  aim. 

‘‘  Government  received  alfo  full  information  of  the  pro- 
je(fts  of  the  confpirators  from  another  quarter.  A captain 
Armftrong,  a man  of  great  art  and  addrefs,  had  been*' in* 
ilrudled  to  profefs  himftii  a convert  to  the  caufe,  to  enter 
into  the  fcciety,  and  to  obtain,  by  a Ihevv  of  zeal  and  ail  the 
attentions  oi  affiduity,  the  confidence  of  the  leaders;  in  all 
whicS\  he  iiicceeded  to  a very  great  degree,  without  exciting 
the  icmoteft  fulpicion. 

The  whole  body  of  corifpirators  being  thrown  into  the 
greateft  confufion  and  conffernation  by  the  late  arrefts,  and 
the  whole  executive  direclory  being  now  in  fecure  cuftody, 
the  government,  on  the  30th  of  March,  publifhed  a pro- 
clamation, ftating,  “ that  the  traitorous  confpiracy,  long 
exifting  within  this  kingdom,  had  broken  out  into  a6ls  of 
open  rebellion  ; and  giving  notice  that  the  moft  direeft  and 
pofttlve  orders  had  been  iftiied  to  the  officers  commanding 
his  Majefty’s  forces  to  employ  them  with  the  utmoft  vigor 
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and  clecifion  for  the  Immediate  fupprellion  thereof.’^  /nd, 
on  the  18th  of  April,  the  internal  dilbrders  and  diftra£>ions 
of  the  kingdom  daily  and  almofl  hourly  cncreafing,  major- 
general  Duff  gave  public  notice,  ‘‘  that  the  lord-lieutenant 
and  council  had  iffued  orders  to  him,  to  quarter  troops,  to 
prefs  horfes  and'carriagcs,  to  demand  forage  and  provifions, 
aud  to  hold  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  of  all- 
defcriptions,  civil  and  military.”  The  general  conludss 
with  faying,  “ the  people  are  forewarned,  that,  in  cafe  of 
invafion  from  the  French,  if  they  flmuld  attempt  to  join  the 
enemy,  or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurrec- 
tion,  they  will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their  houfes 
and  properties  deftroyed.  The  general-officers  call  on  the 
people  to  know  why  they  would  be  lefs  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment now  than  they  were  a year  ago,  when  they  fiiewed 
fo  much  loyalty  in  affifting  his  majefty’s  troops  to  oppofe  the 
landing  of  the  French 

A new  executive  dire^lory  had  been  appointed  by  the 
provincial  delegates,  amongfl  whom  were  two  brothers  of 
the  name  of  Sheares,  by  profeffion  barrifters,  young  men 
of  excellent  talents,  and,  politics  apart,  of  unfullied  repu- 
tation. To  thefe  new  direcSfors  the  profligate  Armftrong, 
early  in  the  month  of  March,  obtained  an  introduction  ; and 
from  them  he  learned  “ that  a general  rifing  muft  imme- 
diately take  place  *,  that  the  impatience  of  the  people,  fince 
the  criminal  profecutions,  could  no  longer  be  retrained  ; 
that  it  was  become  neceffary  to  make  a great  national  ef- 
fort, and  relinquifh  the  original  plan  of  waiting  for  French 
fuccours.”  The  project  propofed  was  to  feize  the  camp 
of  Laughlinftown,  the  artillery  at  Chapelizod,  and  the 
.caftle  of  Dublin,  in  one  night-,  the  23d  of  May.  It  was 
■alfo  planned,  that  a great  infurretion  fhould  take  place  at 
Cork  at  the  fame  time.  But,  on  the  21ft  of  that  month, 
the  two  brothers,  Henry  and  John  Sheares,  with  fome 
others  of  the  principal  coiifpirators,  were  apprehended,  the 

city 
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city  and  county  of  Dublin  were  proclaimed  by  the  lord- 
lieutenant  and  council  to  be  in  a Ifate  of  infurre^lion  ; the 
guards  at  the  caftle,  and  all  the  great  objects  of  attack, 
were  trebled  ; and  the  whole  city  was,  in  facH:,  converted 
into  a garrifon. 

By  thefe  precautions  the  metropolis  was  happily  pre- 
ferved  from  becoming  a feene  of  blood  and  {laughter;  but 
on  the  day  prefixed  great  bodies  of  the  infurgents  appeared 
in  arms  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  ^ difpatch  \ 

from  lord  Camden  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  May  24th,  his  '• 

excellency  Bates,  “ that  at  half  paft  two  that  morning  a 
regular  attack  had  been  made  by  a rebel  force,  confifting 
of  about  a thouland  men,  armed  with  mufquets  and  pikes, 
upon  the  town  of  Naas,  fourteen  miles  only  from  Dublin, 
but  which  was  repulfed  by  the  Armagh  militia,  4th  dra- 
goon guards,  and  Antient  Britifh  fencibles,  commanded  by 
lord  Gosford.”  Three  of  the  prifoners  taken  were  imme- 
diately hanged  in  the  public  flreets,  by  way  of  example. 

■ — About  the  fame  time  general  Dundas  came  up  with  and 
defeated  a large  party  of  the  rebels  pofied  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  LifFy,  near  the  hills  of  Kilcullen.  On  the  25th,  a 
body  of  about  400  rebcL,  which  had  ventured  to  enter 
Bathfarnham,  a village  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,  was  en- 
countered by  a fmall  party  of  dragoons,  and  difperfed  with 
lofs  ; their  two  leaders  being  taken,  were  immediately  tried 
by  a court-martial  and  executed. 

« On  the  26th  of  May  another  and  much  larger  divifion 
of  the  rebel  force  was  defeated  at  Tallagh-hill,  about  thir- 
teen miles  from  the  metropolis  ; and  nearly  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  repulfed  in  two  different  attacks  on  the  towns 
of  Carlow  and  Kildare  ; in  all  thefe  a6lions  lofing  not  lefs 
than  a thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  men  in  a very  few  days 
after  the  commencement  of  hoffilities.  But  their  chief  ef- 
fort was  made  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  where  they  af- 
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fetnbled  in  great  force  between  the  towns  of  Wexford  and 
Ennifcorthy,  fituated  on  the  river  Slaney  j the  latter  of 
which  places  they  carried  fword  in  hand  on  the  28th  of 
the  fame  month.  It  was  impoflible  for  Wexford  long  to 
hold  out,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  white  flag  was  difplayed, 
and  the  garrifon  furrendered  at  difcretion.  A fcene  of 
horrid  diforder  and  outrage  enlued  on  the  entrance  of  the 
rebels  into  the  town.  The  houfes  of  the  Proteftants  were 
ranfacked,  and  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  committed 
to  prifon.  Three  gentlemen  of  large  property,  members 
of  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  paft  in  cuflrody,  on  a charge  of  high-treafon,  were  at 
the  fame  time  liberated,  and  one  of  them,  Beauchamp 
Bagenal  Harvey,  nominated  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
rebel  army,  though  In  no  refpect  qualified  for  fo  arduous  an 
oflice. 

“ Fiufljed  with  this  fuccefs,  the  rebels  marched,  under  the 
condudt  of  their  new  general,  June  the  5th,  to  the  attack 
of  New  Rofs,  where  general  Johnfon,  an  excellent  officer, 
commanded.  With  a view  to  diforder  the  king’s  troops, 
who  did  not  amount  to  3,000  men,  pofled  outfide  the 
town,  the  rebels  drove  before  them  with  their  pikes  a vaft 
number  of  horfes  and  oxen.  They  had  alfo  fome  field- 
pieces  and  howitzers.  The  weight  of  the  rebel  column, 
after  a brave  refiftance,  forced  the  troops  into  the  town, 
fortified  only  by  an  old  ruinous  wall.  Here  the  battle  re- 
commenced, and,  after  a dreadful  carnage,  the  rebels  were 
at  length  compelled  to  retreat  with  great  lofs  ; though  the 
military  were  prevented  by  extreme  fatigue,  the  action  hav- 
ing lafted  eight  hours,  from  attempting  a purfuit.  The 
gallant  lord  Mountjoy  was  killed  early  in  this  engagement, 
fighting  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment.  In  revenge  for 
this  difappointmnt,  and  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  nu- 
merous executions  by  martial  law  which  had  been  Inflicted 
upon  their  deluded  adherents  in  different  places,  the  rebel 
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chiefs  condemned  a great  number  of  the  loyalifts  of  Wex- 
ford and  Ennifcorthy  to  death  ; and  this  fentencc  was  car- 
ried into  effedl  a few  days  after,  with  circumftances  of  ex- 
cefhve  barbarity. 

^ On  the  9th  of  June  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  upon 
Arklow,  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the  former  upon  Rofs. 
Their  circumftances  now  became  critical ; general  Lake  ad- 
vancing towards  the  feat  of  the  I'outhern  rebellion  with 
large  reinforcements.  The  main  body  of  the  rebels,  to  the 
amount  of  18  or  20,000  men,  had  taken  an  uncommonly 
ftrong  poGtion  within  a mile  of  Ennifcorthy,  upon  an  emi- 
nence called  Vinegar-hill,  from  which,  had  they  poflefTed 
any  (hare  of  military  skill,  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if 
not  impraflicable,  to  diflodge  them.  A cordon  of  troops 
was  gradually  colle<fted  from  different  quarters,  which  al- 
moft  furrounded  the  rebel  ftation.  The  21ft  of  June  was 
deftined  for  the  grand  attack.  A column,  under  general 
Johnfon,  began  the  fight  by  an  affault  upon  the  town  of 
Ennifcorthy,  fituated  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Slaney, 
immediately  under  the  hill,  at  the  bafe  of  which  that  beau- 
tiful ftream  flows  in  a winding  channel.  Three  other  co- 
lumns, under  the  generals  Dundas,  Duff,  and  Needham, 
afcendcd  the  mountain  in  different  dire£hons.  The  rebels 
maintained  their  ground  obftinately  for  an  hour  and  a half; 
but,  on  perceiving  the  danger  of  being  furrounded,  they 
fled  with  great  precipitation,  part  of  them  flying  to  the 
mountains  of  Wicklow,  and  part  to  the  chain  of  hills  fe- 
parating  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Wexford.  Being  pur- 
fued  with  vigor,  and  no  quarter  given,  they  fuftained  im- 
menfe  lofs  i while  of  the  king^s  troops  the  whole  number  of 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  was  fomething  lefs  than  a 
hundred  ; a furprifing  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  skill  and 
difciplUie  over  mere  unenlightened  courage. 
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“ Wexford  was  evacuated  the  next  day.  General  Lake, 
in  his  public  difpatch  of  that  date,  affirms,  that  general 
Moore  had  entered  the  place  fo  opportunely  as  to  prevent 
it  from  being  laid  in  affies  ; and,  which  was  ftill  more  in- 
terefting,  the  premeditated  maflfacre  of  the  remaining  pri- 
foners — eighty  lix  perfons  having  been  murdered  by  them 
the  preceding  day,  military  mulic  attending  and  playing  a 
dead  march,  and  their  bodies,  pierced  with  pikes,  thrown 
over  the  bridge.  Other  horrible  cruelties  were  alfo  com- 
mitted by  the  rebels  on  the  Protcftants  of  that  vicinity; 
and,  previous  to  their  retreat  from  New  Rofs,  it  is  laid, 
in  particular,  that  pofitive  orders  w^ere  iffiied  by  one  of  the 
rebel  commanders,  Murphy,  a prieft,  to  fet  fire  to  a large 
barn  at  Scullabogue,  fome  miles  diftant,  where  a very  con- 
fiderable  number  of  their  prifoners,  including  women  and 
children,  were  confined,  in  order  to  prevent  their  efcape 
— and  all  periflied,  aniidft  furrounding  fhouts  of  favagc  ex- 
ultation, 

Harvey,  the  rebel  general,  who  had  exprefied  fome  dlL 
approbation  of  thefe  enormities,  was  diverted  of  his  com- 
mand after  the  battle  of  Rofs ; and  their  leaders  were 
chofen  from  the  moft  barbarous  and  bigoted  of  their  own 
fe«rt.  Having  been  fuffered  to  abfcond,  this  unhappy  man, 
who  faw  and  acknowledged  his  error  when  too  late,  fought 
to  conceal  himielf  in  a cave  upon  one  of  the  rocky  iflands 
which  lie  near  the  entrance  of  Wexford  harbour.  But  be- 
ing difcovered,  he  was  immediately  tried  by  a court-mar- 
tial, and  convi(rted  ; and  with  divers  other  perfons,  exe- 
cuted June  the  26ih,  on  the  bridge  of  Wexford.  On  the 
fame  day  a large  body  of  the  rebels,  with  the  bloody  bigot 
father  Murphy  at  their  head,  who  had  efcaped  from  Vine- 
gar-hill, were  defeated  by  general  fir  Charles  Afgill,  at 
Kilconnel, — confiderably  more  than  a thoufand  men  being 
killed  on  the  fpot,  with  trifling  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  king’s 
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troops.  Murphy  was  foon  after  taken  in  his  Bight,  and 
moft  defervedly  hanged. 

« Whatever  might  be  the  fond  and  delufive  hopes  enter- 
tained by  the  comparatively  very  fmall  number  of  rebel 
chieftains,  who,  uninfe6led  by  the  contagion  of  religious 
phrenfy,  had  embraced  the  new  doctrines  of  liberty,  equa- 
lity, and  univerfal  fraternization,  it  immediateely  appeared, 
upon  the  breaking- out  of  this  fanguinary  rebellion,  how 
utterly  unable  they  were  to  infpire  the  bulk  of  their  igno- 
rant, ferocious,  and  brutal  followers  with  fentiments  of 
common  humanity,  or  to  reftrain  them  within  the  limits  of 
law,  equity,  or  juftice.  The  generality  of  the  priefts  who 
appeared  openly  in  this  rebellion  took  the  utmoft  pains  to 
diffufe,  as  widely  as  poflible,  the  malignant  fpirit  of  religi- 
ous bigotry  and  inveterate  animofity  againft  the  Proteftants, 
very  few  of  whom  were  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  ar- 
my. Thofe  who  had  been  imprudent  enough  to  enter  were 
either  obliged  carefully  to  conceal  their  religion,  or  fubmit 
to  be  re-baptized  by  the  priefts,  who  were  continually 
preaching  up,  that,  in  deftroying  heretics,  they  were  per- 
forming a duty  to  heaven.  Murphy,  one  of  the  moft  popu- 
lar and  profligate  of  this  cla(s,  in  a fermon  delivered  by  him 
after  the  defeat  at  Rofs,  declared,  “ that  thofe  who  were 
killed  in  that  battle  had  fallen  in  confequence  of  their  want 
of faith — that  this  general  riling  of  the  Catholics  was  viftbly 
the  work  of  God — that  the  Almighty  had  determined  the 
heretics,  after  having  reigned  fo  many  years,  fhould  be 
now  extirpated,  and  the  true  Catholic  religion  eftabliflied.” 
At  the  fuccefsful  attack  at  Three-Rocks,  previous  to  the 
furrender  of  Wexford,  the  fame  Murphy  marched  at  their 
head,  telling  them  not  to  fear  ; for  if  they  took  up  the 
duft  from  the  roads,  and  threw  it  at  the  king's  troops,  they 
would  fall  dead  before  them.”  Many  of  the  priefts  pre- 
tended to  give  charms  to  prevent  the  balls  of  the  foldiery 
from  hurting  them ; and  father  Roche,  one  of  the  number 
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{as  was  believed  by  thefe  poor  credulous  wretches)  did  con- 
ftantly  catch  the  bullets  that  came  from  his  Majefty’s  army 
in  his  hand.^  Such  were  the  bafe  materials  with  which  the 
rafh  and  prefumptuous  leaders  of  this  rebellion  hoped  to 
conftru£l:,  in  the  room  of  the  exiting  government,  a pure 
and  perfect  fabric  of  uncontaminated  democracy  ! Certainly, 
a more  crude,  wild,  and  vifionary  proje<St,  never  entered 
into  the  head  or  heart  of  man.  It  muft  not,  however,  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  higher  defcription  of  Catholics,  whe- 
ther ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  were  in  any  degree  implicated  in 
this  atrocious  revolt,  and  much  lefs  that  they  approved  of 
the  mode  of  condudting  it  On  the  contrary,  the  whole 
body  of  the  Catholic  prelacy,  comprehending  the  twenty- 
two  titular  bifhops  and  archbifhops,  with  the  lords  Fingal, 
Southwell.  Gormanftown,  and  Kenmare,  fir  Edward  Bel- 
lew,  fir  Thomas  Burke,  See.  See.  ligned  and  publifhed  a 
paper,  containing  a very  flrong  diffuafive  from  joining  in  the 
rebellion,  and  exhortation  to  all  who  were  concerned  in  it 
to  return  to  their  allegiance, — declaring,  “ that,  by  refuf- 
ing  to  relinquilh  the  treafonable  plans  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged, they  will  not  only  fubjedl  themfelves  to  the  lofs  of 
life  and  property,  but  throw  on  the  religion,  of  which  they 
profeis  to  be  advocates,  the  moft  indelible  ftain. 

After  the  great  defeat  at  Ennifeorthy,  the  rebels  were 
never  able  to  rally,  or  to  appear  again  in  any  confiderable 
force  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  north, 
where  general  Nugent  commanded,  the  inlurre<Sion  became 
general  throughout  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim.  The 
town  of  Antrim  was  for  a fhort  time  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
rebels,  but  they  were,  on  the  yth  of  June,  driven  out  of  that 
place  after  a fharp  engagement  and  cannonade.  In  this  ac- 
tion lord  O’Neil  received  a dangerous  wound,  of  which  he 
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afterwards  died.  On  the  i2th  of  the  fame  month  their 
main  force,  amounting  at  moft  to  6 or  7,000  men,  was  at" 
tacked  and  totally  defeated  at  Ballynahinch.  A party  of  the 
rebels  alfo  were  repulled  at  Carrickfergus  ; and,  in  a fliort 
time,  the  generality  of  the  infurgents  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  the  tranquillity  of  Uilfer  was  reftored.* 

“ Though  no  diflatisfa^flon  was  expreffed  at  the  condu£f 
of  Lord  Camden,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the  Englidi  ca- 
binet, that,  in  the  exifting  circumftances  Ireland  fliouhl  be 
placed  under  the  government  of  a military  Lord-Lieutenant, 
who  might,  neverthelefs,  be  of  a temper  lefs  obdurate  than 
the  prefent  viceroy  ; — and  an  happy  choice  was  made  in  the 
perfon  of  the  marquis  Cornwallis,  who  arrived  in  Dublin  on 
the  20th  of  June  ; and  under  his  aufpices  the  general  fyftem 
of  government  immediately  changed  to  that  of  moderation 

and 


f **  The  horrible  cruelties,”  fays  a certain  writer,  zealous  in  the  caufe  of 
gOTernmcnt,  “ exercifed  by  the  great  body  of  the  rebels  in  Leinfler,  on  the 
Proteftants,  foon  alarmed  the  few  Dlffenters,  confederates  of  the  Romilh  in- 
furgent®  in  the  north.  They  immediately  faw  Into  the  real  defign  of  their 
new  allies;  and  withdrawing  themfelves  from  a confpiracy,  which  they  clear- 
ly perceived  would  in  its  fuccefs  be  attended  with  their  own  destru(Stion,  all 
projeiSts  of  rebellion  vaniflred  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  Rebellion  there 
was  but  partially  entertained;  it  never  had  very  numerous  partizans ; and 
and  the  flame,  thus  feeble,  was  eafily  quenched,  never  to  be  rc-kindled. — 
The  great  strength  of  the  rebellion  lay  in  the  province  of  Leinster.  The 
whole  mafs  of  the  Romifla  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Wicklow ; Wexford 
Kildare,  and  Carlow,  rofe  at  once.  Many  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
counties,  particularly  of  Meath  and  Dublin,  of  the  fame  religious  perfuaflon, 
joined  them.  Their  number  in  arms  at  one  time  amounted  to  upwards  of 
50,000  men.  Confiding  in  this  strength,  they  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
conceal  their  defigns  of  extirpating  the  Protestants  : — the  excifion  of  all  hc- 
letics  they,  on  the  Contrary,  proclaimed  to  be  their  objedl  and  intention,  and 
evinced  by  their  a^Slions  the  finccrity  of  this  declaration.” 
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and  lenity.  Some  fevere  examples  were,  however,  deemed 
abfolutely  neceflary ; and  a fpecial  commiffion  was,  in  a 
fliort  time,  opened  in  Dublin  for  the  trial  of  the  principal 
delinquents.  At  the  bar  of  this  court  the  brothers,  John 
and  Henry  Sheares ; M^Can,  lecretary  to  the  provincial 
meeting  ; and  0‘Byrne,  a noted  member  of  the  United 
AlTociation  i were  all  tried  and  executed.  Mr.  Oliver  Bond 
was  likewife  tried  on  the  23d  of  July,  convicted  and  con- 
demned ; and  in  his  fate  the  other  confpirators  now  began 
to  read  and  forefee  their  own. 

“ The  rebellion  was  by  this  time  apparently  crufhed  : the 
people  were  every  where  returning  to  their  allegiance,  and 
delivering  up  their  arms.  Their  hopes  from  France  had 
been  miferable  difappointed,  and  nothing  appeared  before 
their  eyes  but  individual  deffru£lion>  without  having  ef~ 
feeSfed  any  one  purpofe  for  which  they  had  afiociated.  In 
thefe  circumdances  it  was  intimated,  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, that  if  Mr.  Bond  would  confent  to  give  to  adminiftra- 
tion  all  the  information  of  which  he  was  polTclTed,  relative  to 
the  late  confpiracy  and  rebellion,  his  fenrence  might  be  com- 
muted for  that  of  banifhment.  This  propofition  was  nobly 
reje^fed  by  Bond,  if  his  information  or  evidence  fhould  en- 
danger the  life  of  any  man  with  whom  he  was  connedled. 
The  mercy  of  government  was  then  extended  to  all  the  Bate 
prifoners,  including  0 ‘Connor,  Emmett,  and  M‘Nevin  ; 
who  acceded  to  the  terms  offered,  on  condition  they  fhould 
be  at  liberty  voluntarily  to  tranfport  themfelves  to  any  coun- 
try not  at  war  with  his  majefty,  and  that  ho  further  profe- 
cution  fliould  be  carried  on,  except  againft  acSlual  murderers, 
or  fuch  rebels  as  fhould  hereafter  be  taken  in  arms.  A ge- 
neral amnefty,  with  a few  exceptions,  was  foon  after  grant- 
ed by  the  chief-governor,  and  confirmed  in  parliament. 
The  fyftem  of  moderation  and  mercy  adopted  by  this  ref- 
pe£lable  nobleman  was  peculiarly  feafonablc,  and  attended 
with  the  happieft  effe^s,  Moft  of  the  rebel  corps,  who 
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retreated  to  the  mountainous  parts  of  Wexford  and  Wick- 
low, took  the  benefit  of  the  amnefty,  and  laid  down  their 
arms:  thofe  who  ftill  refifted  were  rather  banditti,  who 
confined  themfelves  to  nocturnal  depredations,  than  troops 
in  arms  againfl  the  government. 

Thus  v/as  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  once  more  reduced 
to  peaceable  fubjeeSlion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 
dangerous  rebellion  crufhed,  which,  had  the  government  of 
the  country  been  previoufly  adluated  by  the  beneficent  fpirit 
of  the  nobleman  who  now  filled  the  higheft  office  in  it, 
would  never  have  exifted. — “ To  hinder  infurredlion,”  fays 
a great  and  juftly-celebrated  writer,  “ by  driving  away  the 
people,  and  to  govern  peaceably  by  having  no  fubjedls,  is 
an  expedient  that  argues  no  great  profundity  in  politics  : to 
foften  the  obdurate,  to  convince  the  miflaken,  to  mollify  the 
refentful,  are  worthy  of  a ftatefman  ; but  it  affords  a legifla- 
tor  little  felf-applaufe  to  confider  that  where  there  was  for- 
merly an  infurredtion  there  is  now  a wildernefs.’’ 

Contrary  to  the  general  fpirit  of  the  now-prevailing  fyf- 
tem,  and  contrary  alfo,  it  is  probable,  to  the  private  fenti- 
ments  of  the  good  and  worthy  chief-governor,  a bill  was  in- 
troduced into  parliament,  which,  at  a very  late  period  of 
the  fummer,  was  {fill  fitting,  for  the  confifeation  and  forfei- 
ture of  the  eftates  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Bagenal  Har- 
vey, and  Cornelius  Grogan,  a man  of  large  property,  who 
had  fuffered  in  this  rebellion, — and  finally  paffed  into  an  adf . 
The  cafe  of  the  former,  who  had  neither  been  tried  nor  con- 
vidted,  was  deemed  peculiarly  hard.  The  celebrated  advo- 
cate Curran  pleaded  with  great  eloquence  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  againft  the  bill  of  attainder.  “ Often  have  I,  of  late 
years,’*  faid  this  great  ornament  of  his  profeflion,  “ gone  to 
the  dungeon  of  the  captive,  but  never  yet  to  the  grave  of 
the  deceafed,  to  receive  infirudlions  for  his  defence  : Never 
have  I»  till  now,  been  called  upon  to  plead  at  the  trial  of 
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the  dead  ! What  might  perhaps  have  admitted  of  eafy  ex- 
planation, during  the  life-time  of  the  acciifcd,  muft  now 
be  for  ever  buried  with  him  in  lilence.  The  pjrefent  bill 
convidts  where  proof  is  irapoflib^e,  and  punifhes  where  guilt 
cannot  exifl ; it  confifcates  the  property  of  the  widow,  and 
robs  the  orphan’s  cradle.  A ftate  muft  be  reduced  to  the 
loweft  degradation,  wheii  it  is  driven  to  feek  protedlion  in 
the  abandonment  of  the  law, — in  that  melancholy  avowal  of 
its  weakness  and  its  fears.” 

“ It  is  reniarkable,  that  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  weeks 
of  the  month  of  June,  during  which  the  rebels  vxre  in  pof- 
feflion  of  Wexford,  and  their  armies  were  in  that  part  of 
the  country  mafters  of  the  field,  no  fupply  of  men,  arms, 
ammunition,  or  ftores  of  any  kind,  arrived  from  France, 
although  the  Dircflory  had  pofitively  engaged  that  an  ar- 
mament fhould  fail  to  their  aftiftance  at  the  latter  end  of 
April,  or,  at  the  fartheft,  early  in  the  month  of  May  ; but 
when  the  infurreftion  was  completely  quelled,  an  l no  proi- 
pe(ft  of  luccefs  remained,  a fmaii  French  fquadron,  part  of  a 
much  larger  force  deftined  for  the  fame  fervice,  appeared  on 
the  coaft  of  Connaught,  and,  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  caft: 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Killala,  where  the  troops  on  board  dif- 
embarked ; and  the  number  not  being  afcercained,  a very 
great  temporary  alarm  was  excited.  According  to  the  very- 
candid  and  interefting  Narrative  publifhed  by  the  bifhop  of 
Killala  (Dr.  Stock),  the  French  troops,  who  were  under 
the  command  of  a general  Humbert,  fecond  in  rank  to  ge- 
neral Hoche  in  the  expedition  of  December,  1 796,  to  Ban- 
try-Bay,  conducted  themfelves  with  the  moft  exemplary  mo- 
deration. They  were  foon  joined  by  feveral  thoufands  of 
the  Irifh.  peafantry,  all  Catholics  ; and  the  French  officers 
exprelTed  the  utmoft  chagrin  and  furprife  that  the  Protef- 
tants  continued,  to  a man,  firm  in  their  attachment  to  the 
government.  The  epifcopal  palace  was  made  the  head- 
quarters *,  and  a green  flag  was  mounted  over  the  gate* 
VoL.  III.  B b with 
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with  the  famous  iofcriptioa  ; — “ Erin  go  bragh  1 — Ire- 
land for  ever  1” 

“ In  a few  days  the  invaders,  to  the  number  of  i loo,  leav- 
ing a fmall  garrilon  at  Killala,  began  their  march,  with  the 
diiioyal  natives  whom  they  had  clothed  and  armed,  to  Caf- 
tlcbar,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Mayo.  It  was  wdth 
the  utmoft  diincuity  that  the  barbarous  Irifh  could  be  re- 
trained from  acts  of  the  moft  licentious  diforder.  On  the 
27th  general  Humbert  reached  Caftlebar,  where  general 
Lake  veras  poded,  with  a force  far  fuperior,  to  intercept 
himi  but,  before  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy  could  be  af- 
certained,  the  Britifh  troops  found  themfelves  attacked  by 
furprife  ; and,  after  a reiiftance  not  very  vigorous,  were 
compelled  to  retreat,  with  thelofs  of  800  men  and  ten  pieces 
of  cannon.  Caftlebar  immediately  furrendered  ; and  rhe 
French  were  ftrengthened  by  many  deferters,  chiefly  from 
the  different  regisnents  of  militia. 

Lord  Cornwallis  now  determined  to  take  the  field  in 
perfon,  and,  the  general  difaffeeftion  of  the  country  being 
known,  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  vigilance, 
leaving  nothing  to  chance  or  fortune.  After  the  a£tlon  at 
Caftlebar  the  French  had  moved,  with  their  whole  force, 
towards  Tuani ; but  the  lord-lieutenant,  having  by  this  time  ^ 
collected  a great  army,  with  which  he  propoled  to  inclofe 
them  on  all  fides,  general  Humbert  w-as  obliged  to  return  ; 
and,  entertaining  from  the  flrft  no  hope  of  ultimate  fuccefs, 
he  made  a circuitous  march,  in  order  to  afford  the  natives 
an  opportunity  of  efcape,  wdiich  the  far  greater  number  em- 
braced. On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September,  the  van- 
guard of  the  Britifh  army  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the 
French  at  Ballinamuck  ; and,  after  a Ihort  but  gallant  re- 
fiftance,  the  French,  being  fummoned  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  furrendered  at  diferetion  ; but  the  rebels  who  remain- 
ed with  them,  fleeing  in  all  dire^ftions,  fuffered  very  leverely. 

When 
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When  the  return  of  the  French  prifoners  was  made,  the 
.public  were  furprifed  to  find  that  this  formidable  hoft  a- 
mounted  to  no  more,  officers  included,  than  the  contempt- 
ible number  of  844.  The  garrifon  left  at  Killala  could 
make  no  effecSlual  refinance  to  the  force  fent  againft  them  ; 
but  the  natives,  in  conjunftion  with  the  French  troops,  de- 
fended the  place  with  great  bravery  ; and  it  was  atlaft  taken 
fword  in  hand.  The  behaviour  of  colonel  Charoft,  who 
commanded  at  Killala,  was  marked  throughout  by  valor 
tempered  with  honor  and  humanity.  After  the  re  capture 
of  the  bifhop’s  palace,  fuch  was  the  difcipline  prefervcd,  that 
not  a fingle  article  of  private  property  was  found  miffing. 
Even  the  fide-board  of  plate  remained  untouched;  and  when 
the  commandant  was  applied  to,  by  a popifh  prieft  of  fome 
pretenfions  to  literature,  for  a prefent  of  books  out  of  the 
bifhop’s  library,  he  replied  with  difdain — “ The  bifhop’s 
library  is  jull:  as  much  his  own  now  as  e^’er  it  was.” 

, “ A fecond  attempt,  equally  abfurd  and  unaccountable, 

I was  made  by  the  French  in  the  following  month  ; when  a 
fquadron  from  Breft,  confifting  of  one  fhip  of  the  line,  the 
Hoche  of  eighty  guns,  and  eight  frigates,  were  defcried  off 
the  coaft  of  Ulfter  by  admiral  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren^ 
who  commanded  a fquadron  of  far  fuperior  force  on  that 
: (lation.  At  feven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of 
O^fobcr  the  action  commenced,  and  at  eleven  the  Hoche, 
after  a gallant  defence,  ftruck  her  flag.  Six  of  the  frigates 
I were  alfo  captured ; and  thus  ended  the  projects  of  the  French 
I Directory  for  the  conqueft  of  Ireland. 

f 

j , “ Amongft  the  prifoners  taken  in  the  Hoche  was  the  fa- 
mous  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  the  founder  of  the  fociety  of 
United  Irilhmen,  and  the  moft  adive  and  able  of  the  agents 
: employed  by  them  abroad.  He  was  brought  to  Dublin,  and 
tried  there  by  a court-martial.  Far  from  attempting  to  de- 
1 ny  or  extenuate  his  offence,  he  avowed  with  the  moft  heroic 
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firmnefs  the  part  he  had  a^ed,  and  gloried  in  the  treafon 
fcr  which  he  was  arraigned.  “ Into  the  fervice  of  the 
French  republic,’’  faid  this  virtuous  and  high-minded,  how- 
ever mihaken,  patriot,  “ I originally  entered  with  the  view 
of  ferving  my  country.  From  that  motive  I have  encounter- 
ed the  toils  and  terrors  of  the  field  of  battle  5 I have  braved 
the  dangers  of  the  fea,  covered  with  the  triumphant  fleets 
of  the  power  I oppofed  ; I have  facrificed  my  profpedfs  in 
life ; I have  courted  poverty  ;•  I have  left  my  wife  unpro- 
tected, and  my  children  fatherlefs.  After  doing  this,  for 
what  1 thought  a good  caufe,  it  is  but  little  that  1 die  for  it. 
fn  fuch  a caufe  as  thisj  fuccefs  is  every  thing.  I have  at- 
tempted that  in  which  Wafhington  fucceeded  and  Kofci- 
ufko  failed.  What  awaits  me  I am  aware  of,  but  I fcorn 
to  fupplicate  or  to  complain.  Whatever  1 have  written, 
fpoken,  or  aCled,  in  relation  to  this  country,  and  its  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  which  I conceived  to  be  the 
bane  of  its  profperity,  I here  avow,  and  am  now  ready  to 
meet  the  confequence.  ^ Having  fuflained  an  high  rank  in 
the  French  fervice,  I only  wifh,  if  the  court  pofTefles  fuch 
a difcretionary  power,  that  they  will  award  me  the  death  of 
a foldicr.” — After  a long  paufe,  no  doubt  of  involuntary 
admiration  and  regret,  he  was  informed  that  his  requelf 
would  be  fubmitted  to  his  Excellency.  Finding,  however, 
the  little  probability  of  fueceeding  in  his  application,  he  ter- 
minated his  life  in  prifon  by  an  aCf  of  violence.  As  this 
extraordinary  man  was  the  original  author,  his  trial  might 
ht  confidered  alfo  as  the  laft  concluding  fcene,  of  this  fhort 
but  bloody  rebellion,  in  which,  upon  a moderate  computa- 
tion, more  than  twenty  thoofand  lives  were  lofl,  and  a great 
part  of  the  kingdom  exhibited  a horrid  fpeCfacle  of  mifery 
and  defolation.  Such  are  the  direful  confequences  of  civil 
difcord  1 and  fuch  the  deplorable  effects  rcfultiog  from  the 
\vant  in  government  of  that  fublime  part  o|  wifdom  necef- 
fary  for  the  conduct  of  great  affairs  j”— Thus  far  Mr.  BtU 
/Jiam* 
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Obfervations. — -Declarations  of  the  frincfles  of  the  fociety 
of  OrangerVien, — -Addrefs  from  the  RomanrCathoUc 
Nobility  to  Lord  Camden, — His  Excellency’s  anf 
wer, — Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,— Mis  anfwer,^RemonJirancefro?n  the  Roman 
Catholic  nobility  and  Clergy to  the  ^ lower  orders  of 
that  communion, — Letter  from  Lord  Pelham  to  Doctor 
Troy, — Trials  of  mefsrs.  Shears, — Me,  Cdn,--r Byrne j, 
and  Bond, 

M U C H of  the  atrocities  committed  by  the  infurgents 
during  this  rebellion  are  by  fome  faid  to  have  been  excited 
by  the  oppreflion  and  injuries  they  experienced  from  that 
defeription  of  perfons  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Orange- 
men.— Certain  it  is,  that  tho-  the  rebellion  itfelf  originated 
in  political  principle,  it  was  afterward  heightened  and  in- 
flamed by  religious  differences,  and  hereupon^  Roman  Ca- 
tholics and  Orange-men  mutually  accuied  each  other.  Whe- 
ther the  conduft  of  the  latter  was  in  every  inftance  confor- 
mable to  the  declared  dciign  of  their  inftitution,  may  be  ea- 
fily  conjedluredj  the  following  however,  were  the  principles 
they  avowed. 

To  the  LoyaLSuhjeEts  of  Ire landA' 

“ From  the  various  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  poifon 
the  public  mind,  and  Hander  thofe  who  have  had  the  fplrit  to 
adhere  to  their  King  and  Conftitution,  and  to  maintain  the 
laws, 
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We,  the  Proteftants  of  Dublin,  afluming  the  name  of 
Orange  Men,  feel  ourfelves  called  upon,  not  to  vindicate  our 
principles,  for  we  know  that  our  honour  and  loyalty  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  Ihafts  of  malevolence  and  difaffe^ion,  but  open- 
ly to  avow  thofe  principles,  and  declare  to  the  world  the 
obje^fs  of  our  inftit  ution. 

We  have  long  obferved  with  indignation  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made  to  foment  rebellion  in  this  kingdom,  by  the 
feditious  who  have  formed  themfelves  into  focieties,  under 
the  fpecious  name  of  United  Irifhmen. 

“ We  have  feen  with  pain  the  lower  orders  of  our  fellow 
fubjefls,  forced  or  feduced  from  their  allegiance,  by  the 
threats  and  rnachinations  of  traitors. 

And,  we  have  viewed  with  horror  the  fuccefsful  exertions 
of  mifcreants,  to  encourage  a foreign  enemy  to  invade  this 
happy  land,  in  hopes  of  riling  into  confeguence  on  the  down- 
fall of  their  country. 

“ We,  therefore,  thought  it  high  time  to  rally  round  the 
Conftitution,  and  there  pledge  ourfelves  to  each  ofher  to 
maintain  the  laws,  and  fupport  our  good  King  againlf  all  his 
enemies,  whether  rebels  to  their  God  or  their  country,  and 
by  fo  doing,  fhew  to  the  world  that  there  is  a body  of  men 
in  this  ifland,  who  are  ready  in  the  hour  of  danger,  to  (land 
forward  in  defence  of  that  grand  PajJ^adium  of  our  liberties, 
the  Conftitution  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  obtained  and 
eftabliftied  by  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  our  anceftors  under 
the  great  King  William. 

“ Fellow  fubje<fts  ! we  are  acc'ufed  with  being  an  inftitution, 
founded  on  principles  too  ffiocking  to  repeat,  and  bound  to- 
gether by  oaths,  at  which  human  nature  would  fhudder ; but 
we  caution  you  not  to  be  led  away  by  fuch  malevolent  falfe- 
hoods,  for  we  foleinnly  affure  you  in  the  prefence  of  the 

Almighty 
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Almighty  God,  that  the  idea  of  injuring  any  one,  on  account 
of  his  religious  opinion,  never  entered  into  our  hearts ; we 
regard  every  loyal  fubjefl,  as  our  friend,  be  his  religion  whar 
it  may,  we  have  no  enmity  but  to  the  enemies  of  our  coun- 
try. 

< We  further  declare  that  we  are  ready  at  all  times  to  fub- 
mitourfelyes  to  the  orders  of  thofe  in  authority  under  his  Ma- 
jelly,  and  that  we  will  chearfully  undertake  any  duty  which 
they  ftiall  think  proper  to  point  out  for  us,  in  cale  either  a 
foreign  enemy  (hall  dare  to  , invade  our  coafts,  or  that  a do- 
meftic  foe  fliall  prefume  to  raife  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  in 
the  land.  To  thefe  principles  we  are  pledged,  and  in  fup- 
port  of  them  we  are  ready  to  Ihed  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood/' 
Thomas  Verne p., 

Edward  Ball, 

John  Claudius  Beresford, 

William  James, 

Isaac  De  Joncourt, 

*The  following  Addrefs  oj  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  was 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  Earl  Camden^  on  IVednefday  May 
30//^,  1798  ; by  Lords  Fingaly  Gormanjlown^  Southiuelly 
Kenmarcy  h^c.  ^c.  ts^c. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Excellency  y 

We  the  underflgned,  his  Majefty^s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubje£ls,  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  think  it  neceffary  at 
this  moment  publicly  to  declare  our  firm  attachment  to  his 
Majefty’s  royal  perfon,  and  to  the  Conftitution  under  which 
we  have  the  happinefs  to  live.  We  feel,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ls,  the  danger  to  which  both 
are  expofed  from  an  implacable  and  enterprifing  enemy, 
menacing  invalion  from  abroad,  and  from  the  machinations 
of  evil  and  difafFe6led  men  confpiring  Treafon  within  this 
his  Majefty’s  kingdom.  Under  thefe  impreftions,  we  deem 

it 
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it  necefTary  to  remove^  by  an  open  and  explicit  declaration, 
every  idea  of  countenance  aflforded  on  our  part  to  a condu£f 
bearing  even  the  appearance  of  indifference  or  indecifion, 
much  more  to  a conduft  holding  forth  fymptoms  of  difaffec-. 
tion  and  hoftility  to  the  eftablifhed  order  of  government  in 
this  kingdom  *,  in  the  prefervation  of  which,  though  we 
differ  from  it  in  fome  points  of  fpiritual  concern,  we  feel 
too  deeply  interefted  to  look  with  an  indifferent  eye  at  it's 
overthrow. 

Allow  us  then  to  affure  your  Excellency,  that  we  con- 
template with  horror  the  evils  of  every  defcription,  which 
the  conduct  of  the  French  Republic  has  produced  on  every 
nation  hitherto  weak  enough  to  be  deluded  by  its  promifes 
of  liberty  and  offers  of  fraternity.  We  anticipate  fimilar 
misfortunfe  as  awaiting  this  his  Majefty's  kingdom  in  the  de- 
precated event  of  fuccefsful  invafion.  With  confidence  we 
ffate  our  determination  n ot  to  be  outdone  by  any  defcription 
of  our  fellow  fubje^fs  in  zealous  endeavours  for  averting  that 
calamity  ; and  that  although  anxious  to  enjoy,  free  of  every 
reftriefion,  the  full  benefit  of  our  Conftitution,  we  rejeft 
with  indignation  any  idea  of  recUoving  the  reftriftions  under 
which  we  fiill  labour,  by  means  of  foreign  invafion,  or  by 
any  other  ftep  inconfiftent  with  the  known  laws  of  the  land. 
We  prefer,  without  hefitation,  our  prefent  ftate  to  any  al- 
teration thus  obtained.  And  with  gratitude  to  the  beft  of 
kings,  and  to  an  enlightened  legiflature,  we  acknowledge 
fuch  a fhare  of  political  liberty  and  advantage  already  in  our 
poffeflion,  as  leaves  us  nothing  to  expe^f  from  foreign  aid, 
nor  any  motive  to  induce  us  to  look  elfewhere  than  to  the 
tried  benignity  of  our  Sovereign,  and  the  unbiaffed  deter- 
mination of  the  legiflature,  as  the  fource  of  future  advan- 
tage. 

We  cannot  avoid  expreffing  to  your  Excellency  our  re- 
gret at  feeing,  amidft  the  general  delufion,  many  (parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  of  the  lower  orders)  of  our  religious  perfuafion  en- 
gaged in  unlawful  alTociations  and  practices ; yet  we  truft 
that  your  Excellency’s  difeernment  will  lead  you  to  make 
every  juft  allowance  for  the  facility  v^th  which  men,  open 
to  delufion  from  their  lituation  in  life,  are  led  aftray  from 
political  duty  : It  fhall  be  our  endeavour  to  recall  fuch  men 
to  a fenfe  of  that  duty,  by  pointing  out  to  them,  how  inefta- 
fiftent  their  condu£t  is  with  their  real  interefts,  and  how 
contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the  religion  which  they  profefs; 
nor  {hall  we  lefs  endeavour  by  our  condueft,  to  convince  all 
deferiptions  of  our  fellow-fubjecfts  how  much  we  are  imprefs- 
ed  with  the  neceffity  of  laying  afide  all  conftderation  of  re- 
ligious diftinflion,  and  joining  in  one  common  effort  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  Conftitution,  of  focial  order  and  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  againft  a nation,  whofe  avowed  principles 
aim  at  the  deftrueftion  of  them  all. 

We  requeft  your  Excellency  will  make  thefe  our  fenti- 
ments  known  to  his  Majefty  ; and  we  rely  with  unfeigned 
confidence  6n  your  Excellency’s  acknowledged  candour  and 
gencrofity,  that  you  will  reprefent  us  in  that  light,  to 
which  we  venture  to  hope  our  condudl  and  principles  have 
given  us  a juft  claim. 

His  'Eticellencf  s Anfwer, 

“ It  gives  me  great  fatisfaeftion  to  receive  the  addrefs  you 
have  prefented  to  me  ; and  I fhall  not  fail  to  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  fentiments  of  gratitude  it  conveys,  for  th^ 
various  advantages  you  have  received  from  bis  Majefty^s  be- 
nignity. 

I receive  with  pleafure  your  declaration  of  the  neceffity 
of  laying  afide  all  confideration  of  religious  diftinflion,  and 
joining  in  one  common  effort  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
Conftitution  and  of  focial  order.  I cannot  too  ftrongly  im- 
prefs  this  fentiment  on  your  minds  *,  the  events  of  every 

hour 
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hour  muft  urge  the  neceffity  of  it  ; and  the  example  which 
has  been  fhewn  by  thofe  who  have  had  opportunities  of  dif- 
playing  their  loyalty  and  valour,  cannot  but  animate  us  all 
to  a like  exertion,  wherever  w^e  may  be  called  upon  to  make 

it.’’ 

The  following  Addrefs  luas  prefenied  to  his  Excellency  Marquis 
Cornwallis  by  the  Earl  of  FingaU  Vifcouuts  Gormnnjion^ 
Southwell y and  Kenmare^  the  Reverend  Dr.  Troy^  Hon. 
JMr.Baf  new  ally  Denis  Thomas  01  BrieUy  Hugh  Hamill, 
and  George  Goold^  Efqrs.  and  ftgned  by  great  numbers  of 
principal  Roman  Catholics  of  Dublin,  and  cj  other  parts  of 
the  Kingdom  : 

^ May  it  pleaje  your  Excellency y 

We,  the  undersigned  Roman  Catholics,  his  Majefty’s 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjecffs,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
Excellency  with  our  warmeft  congratulations  on  your  Ex- 
cellency’s appointment  to  the  Government  of  this  king- 
dom. 

Firmly  attached  to  his  Majefty’s  perfon  and  family,  and 
to  the  principles  of  our  excellent  Conftitution,  we  cannot 
omit  this  opportunity, of  expreffing  to  your  Excellency  our 
deep  concern  and  regret  at  feeing  in  this  kingdom  the  ex- 
iftencc  of  a rebellion,  threatening  the  deftrudlion  of  each- 
We  beg  leave  to  alTure  your  Excellency,  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  fpare  no  exertion  in  our  power  for  flopping  its  pro- 
grefs — and  that,  however  our  religious  tenets  may  prevent 
us  from  fubfcribing  fome  of  the  tefts,  which,  by  the  prelent 
exifting  laws,  are  required  as  qualifications  in  certain  in- 
ftances — yet  none  of  thofe  tenets  militate  againll  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  happy  Conftitution  : Our  religious  principles 
lead  us  to  reftft  all  rebellious  condu<ft,  as  well  as  every  fpecies 
of  turbulence  and  infubordination  : and  our  individual  at- 
tachment to  his  Majefty  and  the  conftitution’  further  invites 

us 
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US  to  fuch  refiftance  ; by  thefe  principles,  your  Excellency 
will  find  our  condudl:  ever  guided,  and  led  by  them  to  a 
zealous  co-operation  with  all  others  of  his  Majefiy’s  loyal 
lubiedlsv  We  anticipate  with  confidence,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  your  Excellency’s  acknowledged  military  and  poli- 
tical talents,  a fpeedy  termination  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
ftate  of  this  his  Majefty’s  kingdom,  and  an  early  reftoration 
of  internal  peace  and  tranquillity. 

T^he  Lord  Lieutenant' s Anfnver^ 

have  the  higheft  fatisfadlion  in  receiving  your  Addrels. 
The  loyalty  the  principles  you  profefs  will,  I doubt  not, 
be  fully  evinced  by  your  public  and  efFeflual  exertions.  The 
prefent  unhappy  conjuncture  calls  equally  upon  men  of  all 
religious  perfuafions  to  mark  their  attachment  to  their  So- 
vereign and  our  excellent  Confiitution,  by'counteraCling 
the  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  rebellion  which  has  difgraced  the 
country.  The  influence  of  your  example  and  authority 
may  be  of  elTential  fervice,  and  you  may  be  aflured  of  my 
determination  to  do  juflice  to  your  efforts  in  reprefling  every 
fpecies  of  turbulence  and  infubordination.” 

T[he following  Addrefsy  ftgned  by  the  Nobility ^ Gentry ^ and prin* 
cipal  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  to  thofe  of  their  perfuafion^  was 
difributed  throughout  the  Country* 

‘‘The  underfigned  Rom.  Catholics  of  Ireland,  feel  them- 
felves  earneftly  called  on,  to  remonftrate  with  fuch  of  the 
deluded  people  of  th^t  perluafion,  as  are  now  engaged  in 
open  rebellion  againft  his  Majefly’s  government,  on  the 
wicked  tendency  and  confequences  of  the  condudl  which 
they  have  embraced.  They  apprehend,  with  equal  horror 
and  concern,  that  fuch  deluded  men,  in  addition  to  the 
crime  committed  againft  the  allegiance  which  they  owe  to 
his  Majefty,  have  in  fome  inft^ces  attempted  to  give  to 

their 
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their  defigns  a colour  of  zeal  for  the  religion  which  they 
profefs  ! The  underfigned  profefs  equally  with  them  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  ; fome  of  them  are  bifhops  of  that 
perfiialion ; others  are  heads  of  the  leading  families  who 
profefs  that  religion  ; and  others  are  men  of  the  fame  per- 
fualion,  who,  by  an  honourable  induftry  have,  under  the 
conftitution  now  fought  to  be  fubverted,  raifed  themfelves 
to  a fituation  which  affords  them,  in  the  moft  extenfive 
fenfe,  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  underfigned  of  each 
defeription  concur  in  entreating  fuch  of  the  deluded,  who 
have  taken  up  arms  againft  the  eftablifhed  government,  or 
entered  into  engagements  tending  to  that  effefl,  to  return 
to  their  allegiance : and  by  relinquifhing  the  treafonable 
plans  in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  entitle  themfelves  to 
that  mercy  which  their  lawful  governors  anxioufly  wifh  to 
extend  to  them  : a contrary  condu61  will  inevitably  fubje^l 
them  to  lofs  of  life  and  property,  and  expofe  their  families 
to  ignominy  and  beggary  ; whilft  at  the  fame  time,  it  will 
throw  on  the  religion,  of  which  they  profefs  to  be  the  ad- 
vocates, the  moft  indelible  ftain  ; on  this  point,  the  un*- 
fortunately  deluded  will  do  well  to  confider,  whether  the 
true  interefts  and  honour  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
are  likely  to  be  moft  confidered  by  the  bifhops  of  that  per- 
fuafion,  by  the  ancient  families  who  profefs  that  religion, 
and  who  have  refifted  every  temptation  to  relinquifh  it,  by 
men  who,  at  once  profeifiing  it,  and  fubmitting  to  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution,  have  arrived  at  a ftate  of  affluence  which 
gratifies  every  wifh  ; or  by  a fet  of  defperate  and  profligate 
men,  availing  themfelves  of  the  want  of  education  and  ex- 
perience in  thofe  whom  they  feek  to  ufe  as  inftruments  for 
gratifying  their  own  wicked  and  interefted  views:  At  all 
events,  the  underfigned  feel  themfelves  bound  to  refeue 
their  names,  and  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  religion  which 
they  profefs,  from  the  ignominy  which  each  would  inent 
from  an  appearance  of  acquiefcence  in  fuch  criminal  and  ir- 
religious condueV,  and  they  hefitate  not  to  declare,  that  the 
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accomplifhment  of  the  views  of  the  deluded  of  their  per- 
fualion,  if  effe^led,  muft  be  effected  by  the  downfall  of  the 
clergy,  of  the  ancient  families,  and  refpedlable  commercial 
men  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.’’ 

The  following  Letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham 
(now  Lord  Pelham)  to  the  Revd.  Dr.  Troy,  which  v/e 
infert  as  an  additional  teftimony  of  the  Do(Stor’s  loyalty, 
and  his  zeal  to  fupprefs  amongfthis  Flock  thofe  pernicious 
principles  which  gave  rife  to  anarchy  and  rebellion. 

Phoenix  Park,  Aug.  i^ih  1799. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ As  I may  not  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  before  I go 
to  England  I muft  take  this  mode  of  expreffing  to  you  the 
fatisfa£lion  I received  upon  reading  your  Addiefs  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Clergy  of  the  diocefs  of  Dublin. 

‘‘  V'ou  have  exhibited  the  chara£ler  of  a chriftian  paftor  ia 
its  true  and  moft  amiable  light,  inftrudfing  the  ignorant, 
cautioning  the  unwary,  and  undeceiving  the  deluded  ; you 
have  fhewn  that,  whatever  differences  the  weaknefs  of  hu- 
man nature  may  have  created  in  religious  tenets,  Chris- 
tians are  united  in  the  common  caufe  of  promoting  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  and  glorifying  their  great  Mafter  and 
Parent  by  encouraging  and  preaching  virtue.  And  that 
however  men  may  be  divided  by  political  obftrudlions,  the 
evil-difpofed  of  all  clefcriptions  are  friends  to  order  and  mo- 
rality \ and  have  a common  intereft  in  refilling  thofe  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public  peace,  who  are  always  ready  to 
make  particular  tenets,  the  objedl  or  the  means  of  deftroy- 
ing  all  order  and  religion,  and  confequently  all  happinefs  in 
the  world. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  is  not  lefs  gratified  than  myfelf, 
and  when  reading  the  Addrefs  expreffed  himfelf  in  terms  of 
the  warmeft  approbation. 

“ I could 
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I could  not  help  troubling  you  with  this  fhort  effufion 
from  a heart  w^armed  with  everything  that  tends  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  his  country,  and  expreffing  my  hopes  that 
the  example  fo  honorably  exhibited  by  you  will  be  followed 
by  others  and  produce  the  eiTeff  you  intend.” 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Rev  Dr.  Tvoy^  ^c.'  Humble  fervant, 

PELHAM. 

The  following  ftatement  of  fome  of  the  principal  Trials 
which  took  place  in  confequence  of  this  Rebellion,  will  fur* 
nifli  the  reader  with  more  minute  particulars  as  to  fome  of 
the  principal  parties. 

SPECIAL  COMMISSION. 

Trial  of  Henry  John  Sheares^  Thur,  July^  12,  1798. 

The  court  having  met,  according  to  adjournment,  Lord. 
Carleton,  Baron  Smith,  and  Juftices  Crookfhank  and  Day, 
prefid  ing, — 

Henry  and  John  Sheares,  Efqrs.  were  put  to  the  bar, 
when,  after  twenty-eight  challenges  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
foners,  and  eleven  on  that  of  the  crown,  a jury  was  fworn, 
compofed  of  the  following  perlons,  viz  : 

Sir  T.  Lightoriy 

R.  Shaw, 

P.  Blackwood, 

J,  Stewart, 

The  indiflment  was  then  read,  which  ftated  in  fubftance 
two  counts  againft  the  prifoners  5 compafsing  the  king’s 
death,  and  adhering  to  the  king’s  enemies  ; and  to  fupport 
thefe,  a great  many  overt  adls  were  recited,  the  principal 
of  which  were  an  attempt  to  feduce  John  Warnford  Arm- 

ftroDg, 


G.  Palmer, 

H.  Woodward, 
R,  Seyers,  , 

Farrange, 


C.  Gautier, 
Sparrow, 

C.  Bingham,  and 
y.  Ferns,  Efqrs. 
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ftrong,  Efq;  a captain  in  the  King's  co.  militia,  from  his 
allegiance,  and  to  make  him  the  inftrument  of  corrupting 
to  the  purpofes  of  rebellion,  the  foldiery  of  his  regiment  ; 
confpiring  with  the  faid  John  Warn  ford  Armftrong  how 
btft  to  get  pofleffion  of  Lehaiinftown  camp,  the  artillery 
at  Chapelizod,  and  the  Caftle  of  Dublin  ; and  their  having 
in  their  poflefTion  a written  proclamation,  anticipating  the  e- 
vent  of  a rebellion,  and  calculated  by  them  to  incite  the  peo- 
ple to  give  force  and  vigour  to  that  rebellion,  and  to  join 
the  tri-coloured  flag,  to  be  difplayed  on  the  caftle  of  Dublin, 
Thefe  feveral  overt  a£ls  were  all  laid  in  the  indictment  with- 
in the  month  of  May  preceding,  from  the  lOth  to  the  21ft. 

The  cafe  having  been  opened  by  Counfellor  W ebber, 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Toler,*)  pro- 
ceeded to  the  flatement  as  follows  : 

My  Lords,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  in  the  new  and 
refponflble  fttuation  which  I have  now  the  honour  to  fill  in 
this  court,  I truft  it  will  be  eafily  credited,  that  it  grieves 
me  moft  heartily  that  the  firft  aCf  of  that  fttuation  fhould 
be  the  profecution  of  two  gentlemen  belonging  to  a profef- 
fton  to  which  I am  linked  by  every  tie  of  honour,  affeCbon, 
and  regard,  binding  on  a man  of  honour  ; but  my  lords,  a 
duty  has  devolved  on  me  too  cogent  to  be  loft  in  any  cir- 
cumftances  of  private  feeling  ; that  duty  is  to  fupport  the 
mutual  obligations  between  the  people  and  the  ftate,  and  to 
preferve  to  the  public  that  protection  which  is  the  birthright 
of  every  good  fubjeCt,  purchafed  with  his  allcgiace.  In 
this  neceflTary  preparative  to  the  introdmftion  of  evidence, 
I ftjall  be  ftudioufly  careful  not  to  dilate  the  fubjeCt  into  an 
unneceflTary  length  j my  cafe  does  not  require  it  j nor  fliould 
I be  warranted  in  embarralfing  your  Lordftiips  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Jury  with  abftraCt  and  metaphyfical  diftinCti- 
ons,  or  dlftortcd  arguments ; nor  indeed,  my  Lords,  is  it 

my 
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my  inclination  td  add  wanton  aggravations  to  a cafe  i^hictij 
if  I am  riglitly  in{lru£bed,  will  go  to  criminate  the  unhappy 
gentlemen  at  the  bar,  on  evidence  as  plain  and  clear  as  ever 
has  been  brought  forward  in  a court  of  juftice  ; and  I hope 
to  be  accredited  when  I fay,  that  no  man  who  bears  me  this 
day,  not  the  moft  warm  and  zealous  friends  of  the  accufed, 
will  feel  more  pleafure,  will  rejoice  more  iincerely,  if  the 
event  of  this  trial  (hall  eftablilh  their  innocence,  now 
obfeured  byihe  fouleft  and  moft  deftruflive  crimes  that  a 
wicked  ambition  can  engender  in  fociety. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  prefent  indieftment  is  founded 
on  the  25th  of  Edward  III.  a ftatute  remaining  unaltered 
from'  that  time  down  to  the  prefent  period,  and  which  de- 
ques the  crime  of  high  trealon,  and  according  to  this  fta- 
tute there  are  three  fpecies  of  high  treafon,  namely,  com- 
paffing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king,  adhering  to 
the  king’s  enemies,  and  levying  war  againft  the  king  within 
the  realm. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  counts  of  the  indiflment  arc  two, 
the  overt  a6ts  are  leveral.  The  firft  of  thefe  counts  is  com- 
pailing  and  imagining  the  king’s  death;  the  fccond,  that  of 
adhering  to  the  king’s  enemies.  That  your  lordfhips  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  can  be  no  ftrangers  to  thefe  fpccies 
of  treafon  is  moft  certain,  for  alas  ! there  have  been  unfor- 
tunately of  late,  but  too  many  practical  illuftrations  of  them 
in  this  country;  I will,  however,  trefpafs  a little  on  your 
time,  by  ftating  the  law  on  thefe  points. — In  order  to  fup- 
port  the  general  counts  in  an  indictment  it  is  neceflary  to 
prove  the  commiflion  of  overt  aCts,  to  bring  home  the  im- 
puted guilt  to  the  accufed  party.  The  compaffing  and  im- 
agining  the  death  of  the  king,  by  our  laws  and  adjudged 
cafes,  as  foon  as  that  imagination  is  aCted  upon  by  open 
deeds,  make  the  crime  complete.  The  faCls  demdnftrativc 
cf  the  general  defgn,  or  charges  rauft  be  kept  in  view,  and 

the 


293 


Collectanea  politica. 

tjjw  next  priaciple  to  lay  down  is,  that  the  a£^s  thould  be 
of  a nature  to  manifeft  the  intention  with  a clearnels  and 
flrcngth  of  application  fufiicient  fully  to  fatisfy  the  mipds 
apd  confeiences  of  honeft  men. 

You  haye  l^eard,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  iiidic^tment, 
and  without  delaying  you  by  a repetition  of  what  it  has  let 
forth,  you  muff  be  fcnlible,  that  if  the  whole,  or  any  part 
of  the  overt  a£fs  laid  therein  are  provetj,  they  rnuft  be  de- 
monftrative  of  the  intept.  If  my  in(lru6tions  are  right,  it 
will  appear  that  a confpiracy  was  entered  into  by  the  pri- 
fpners  to  procure  leyies  of  men  and  ^rms  for  the  purpofe 
pf  depofing  the  king>  to  overthrow  the  goyernnient  and 
monarchy,  thereby  opening  a way  to  thofc  feenes  of  blood 
, ^nd  devaftation  which  have  always  been  known  to 
walk  hapd  in  hand  with  revolution.  That  fuch  is  now  part- 
ly the  lituation  of  this  country,  is  a matter  of  too  much  no- 
toriety to  require  a particular  detail  or  comment.  It  is 
matter  of  equal  notoriety,  that  we  are  now  at  open  war  with 
the  perfons  exercifing  tlye  powers  of  government,  in  France, 
and  that  fince  the  comrnencement  of  that  war  there  has  been 
^ a dark  confpirapy  in  this  country  to  fubftitute  a fyftem  (if 
the  term  can  be  applied  to  an  anarchical  obje^f)  modelled  on 
French  principles,  for  the  heft  and  happieft  government 
that  eyer  people  were  blelTed  with.  Inftead  of  the  inefti- 
mable  blcffings  of  peace,  order, /and  the  falutary  reftrajnts 
' of  wife  and  protecting  laws,  the  objeCl  of  thele  machinations 
was  to  launch  us  cn  a chaotic  ocean  of  wild  and  jarring  C- 
lements,  and  tho’  it  ipuft  be  uncertain,  and  the  chance  def- 
perate,  who  would  ride  on  the  whirlwind  and  direCl  the 
Itorm,  yet  there  was  no  doubt  that  horrid  and  indifcrlmi- 
nate  maflacre  and  plunder  mu  ft  enfue.  Scenes  of  fummary 
vengeance  and  partial  triaf  would  follpw,  very  different  from 
the  great  advantages  and  mild  indulgence  which  the  gen- 
tlemen at  the  bar  have  experienced,  and  glad  am  I thac 
their’s  arp  thefe  advantages;  The  law  preferibes,  that  the 
Yol.  III.  O c per  ions 
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perfons  coming  under  its^djuration,  fhall  be  ferved  with  a 
copy  of  his  indiiflment  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be 
fupported,  a certain  number  of  days  previous  to  trial.  This 
advantage  has  been  experienced  by  the  prifoners  in  more 
than  a double  portion  ; they  have  had  full  and  accurate  no- 
tice of  the  papers  and  fa£ls  to  be  adduced.  They  are  to  be 
aflifted  by  counfel  great  and  eminent,  and  are  themfelves 
men  of  talents  and  learning  ; would  to  God  ! they  had  not 
employed  thofe  diftinguifhing  and  honourable  qualities  to 
mifehievous  purpofes,  but  that  they  had  employed  them  in 
that  path  of  virtuous  and  profeffional  emulation,  which 
muft  naturally  have  held  to  their  hopes  the  faireft  and  moft 
flattering  promife  of  fuccefs  1 The  gentlemen  at  the  bar 
are  liot  fuch  as  we  meet  with  on  circuiiis,  low  and  unlettered 
men,  unacquainted  with  the  law  and  the  confequences  of 
it.  No ! their  minds  are  illuminated  by  learning  and  fcience, 
and  their  acting  upon  the  darkeft  principles  of  criminality 
and  vice  muft  excite  a proportionable  degree  of  our  afto- 
aftonifhment.  If,  by  the  law  of  the  land  a man  pays  the 
forfeiture  of  his  life  for  the  commilfton  a Angle  murder, 
how  much  more  Ihould  he  incur  that  forfeiture,  who  de- 
liberately caufes  the  ^deftruclion  of  thoufands  1 I know, 
Gentlemen,  the  painful  duty  devolving  on  all  who  are  in 
this  cafe  aflifting  to  the  ends  of  public  juftice  : I know  how 
painful  it  muft  be  to  the  court : I know  how  painful  it  muft 
be  to  the  jury  ; and  give  me  leave  to  fay,  not  trifling  is  the 
pain  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  public  accufer.  It  lies 
heavy  on  my  heart  to  be  obliged  to  utter  what  may  be  grat- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  the  accufed  ; but  I am  obliged  to  do 
it,  obliged  by  thofe  duties,  the  performance  of  which  can 
alone  render  me  worthy  to  fill  a fituation  which  claims  on 
me  with  double  power  ; its  own  importance,  and  the  virtues 
and  talents  of  my  predeceiTor.  Where  fliould  I look  for  an 
argument  in  favour  of  a falfe  delicacy  ? Is  it  in  the  devafta- 
tion  of  the  land  ? Is  it  in  the  wicked  and  dcftru£live  con- 
fpiracy,  treafons,  and  feduftions  laid  in  the  indifhnent  ? 
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Js  it  in  the  ob)e£ls  j\nd  acts  of  United  Irifhmen?  L.£hall  not 
wafte  time  in  entering  into  the  hiftory  of  this  body  of  men. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  trial,  fa6fs Jhall  fpeak  empha-tically  for 
them.  While  yet  the  French  revolution  thundered  at  a 
diftance,  United  Irifhmen  efrecSled  an  early  importation  of 
French  principles,  and  charac^eriftically  improved  on  the 
novel  manufadure — plague,  pehilence,  and  famine’’  has 
been  brought  to  the  perfecTsion  of — battle,  murder,  ^nd 
judden  death.*^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  it  will  appear  that  the  evidence 
in  this  cafe  is  of  two  kinds,  parole  and  written.  It  will 
appear  that  the  prifoners  held  an  intercourfe  at  the  (hop  of 
a bookfeller  of  this  town,  now  in  prifon,  and  which  was  a 
convenient  medium  to  bring  together  men  of  a certain  de- 
feription.  It  will  appear  that  a man  of  no  lefs  note  than  an 
officer  in  his  Majefly’s  army,  a captain  Armftrong,  reforted 
often  to  the  fhop  of  Patrick  Byrne,  where,  as  well  as  at 
many  other  fhops,  a certain  defcriptioji  of  modern  publica- 
tions are  fold,  which  captivate  but  too  much  many  men 
whofe  time  and  talents  could  be  more  beneficially  employed 
to  fociety.  The  intercourfe  between  Mr.  Byrne  and  Cap- 
tain Armftrong  becoming  familiar  and  friendly,  Mr.  Byrne 
was  led  to  conclude  he  was  one  of  thofe  deeply  embarked 
in  the  fame  obje^fs  and  views  of  thofe  with  whom  he  con- 
verfed.  “ Sir,”  faid  the  pamphlet  dealer,  I could  wiflT 
a gentleman  of  your  enlightened  principles  would  allow  me 
to  introduce  you  to  fome  gentlemen  who  would  be  happy  to 
cultivate  your  acquaintance — I mean  the  Mr.  Sheares's,  men 
who  are  deeply  engaged  iii  the  common  caufe  ; and  as  you 
can  render  material  fervices,  you  will  be  a valuable  acquif- 
tion  to  their  flock  of  friends.”  Mr.  Armflrong  was  not  fo 
ignorant  as  not  to  form  a conclufipn  of  what  this  converfa- 
tion  led  to,  and  that  if  he  laid  himfelf  open  to  further  con- 
fidence, dt  .might  fu^jeifl  him  to  information,  which  no 
honeil'inan  and  loyal  fubjedl  could  coriceal.  He  therefore 
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told  flie' drcuroftance  to  a brother  ofiicer,  and  alked  his  ad-“ 
vice  what  to  do,  adding,  Why  fhould  he  feleA  me?” 
His  friend  bbrervcd  that  converfations  had  gone  abroad, 
injurious  to  his  regiment,  the  King’s  county  militia,  and  by 
alt  means  to  accept  the  propofed  introdu£Hon,  if  from  no 
other  motive  but  the  chance  of  arriving  at  fomc  circumftan- 
ces  that  might  refcue  the  regiment  from  the  imputations 
cat\  againft  it ; and,  faid  his  friend,  in  the  language  and 
diftinitions  which  real  truth  and  honour  will  always  infpire, 
as  to  any  difficulty  you  may  labour  under  from  the  idea  6i 
being  deemed  an  informer,  difeard  the  injurious  prejudice, 
for  no  a£t  can  be  more  worthy  a gentleman  and  man  of 
honour,  or  more  conformable  to  both,  than  to  fecure  the 
State  and  the  People  from  the  machinations  of  treafon^a 
falfe  delicacy  on  fucb  ah  occafion  would  make  you  one  of  the ' 
fouleil  abetters  of  the  evils  which  you  may^  but  will  not  pre- 

Captain  Armftrong  previous  to  his  being  fworn,  was  alk- 
ed  by  Mr.  Curran,  Counfcl  for  one  of  the  prifoners,  [Henry 
Shearcs]  whether  he  believed  in  the  exiftenceof  a God, 
and  in  a hiture  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhmchts  ? He  re- 
plied, that  he  did. 

Being  fworn,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Saurin,  he  dcpofcd,‘ 
that  he  is  a Captain  jn  the  King’s  County  Militia,  and  knows 
the  prifoners  at  the  bar,  (whom  he  identified) — that  he  firft 
became  acquainted  with  them  on  Thurfday  the  loth  of  May 
lafi. — f Here  he  took  out  notes ^ whibh  he  faid  ivere  tahen  on  ilk 
occofion  in  his  own  hand- writing J'^Thzt  ht  C2ivat  on  ihit 
day  to  town  from  the  Camp  at ' Lehaunftown,  where,  his' 
company  was  quartered,  and  went  to  the  fhop  of  Patrick 
Byrne,  a Bookfeller  in  Grafton-fireet,  who  asked  him,  aft^r 
following  him  outfide  the  ^rect-dodr  from  the  fhop,/ithe 
had  any  objedlion  to  meet  and  jbe  introduced  to  . the i Mr. 
Sheares’  the  lawyers  ? Witnefs  replied^  he  bad  not.  ^ 'Was 
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acquainted  with  Byrne  for  two,  years,  as. a bookfeller,  -whofe 
thop  he  much  frequented  5 being  in  the  habit  of  going  there 
oearly  every  day,  and  purchafing  every  political- pamphlet 
that  came  out,  as  well  as  other  books.  .Did  not  ^ know 
the  reafon  of  Byrne’s  hinting  fuch  introduftion  to  him-}  bat 
went  to  look  for  Captain  Clibborn,  of  his  regiment,  and 
his  friend,  to  confult  with  him  on  the  propriety - of  this  in- 
troduction, This  was  before  he  faw  the  prifoners  at  the  bar. 
He  accordingly  faw  Captain  Clibborn,  and  as  he  purpofed, 
did  confult  with  him  about  the  matter  propofed  by  Byrne. 
Captain  Clibborn,  in  confequence,  advifed  him  to  meet 
them,  on  which  he  returned  to  Byrne’s  Ihop,  where  he 
waited  until  the  elder  Mr.  Skeares  (Henry)  arrived,  aco^rd*. 
ing  to  intimation  from  Byrne,  that  they  would  meet.  They 
accordingly  did  meet,  and  Byrne  introduced  them  to  each 
other  by  .mentioning  his  (the  witnefs’sj  name  to^  Mr. 
Shcarcs,  and  told  both,  if  they  wifhed  to  convcrle  together, 
they  might  retire  into  a room  at  the  rere  of  the  back  (hop. 
Byrne  here  add refled  Mr.  Sheares  in  thefe  words,  **'  Ga'ptaiir 
.Armhrong  is  a true  brother  and  you  may  depend  6h  him.” 
Mr.'  Sheares  then  expreflTed  a wifli  to  poftpone  theif  con- 
verfation  until  his  brother  arrived,  to  which  the  witnefs 
affented.  The  brother  fhortly  after  arrived,  to  whom  he 
was  introduced  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  Henry* 
The  brothers  were  not  together  at  either  interview,  Henry 
at  the  latter  having  gone  away.— the  witnefs  mention^ 
£ a that  he  took  a Jheet  of  notes  of  the  conver fattens  at  each  fuhfe^ 
quent  inter which  he  eommunicated  to  Captain  Clibborn^  to 
his-Cohml^’  L*  Efirange^  and  frequently  to  Lord  Cajllereagh  J — 
John  Sheares,  at  this  interview,  mentioned  to  the  witnefs 
r that  he  was  emboldened  by  the  knowledge  of  hispcinciples, 
:aiid  for  the  good  of  the  caufe,  to  make  himfelf  known  to 
him  and  fbew  him  how  their  caufe  might  be  efTentialiy  be- 
,-nefited  by  his  (the  witnefs)  joining  it  as  ardently  in  a^on, 
as  he  did  m inclination,  Witnefs  replied,  that  he  was 
. reidy  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  forward  their  caufe, 
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if  he  (the  pi  ifoner)  would  but  mention  how  he  could  be  fei'- 
viceabie.  The  prifoner  then  told  him  that  a rifing  of  the 
people  was  near  ; that  they  could  not  now  wait  for  the 
French,  but  were  determined  on  their  own  exertions  ; that 
the  par.icular  manner  ill  which  witnefs  could  be  ferviceable 
was  by  bringing  his  loldiers  with  hiiTifelf  over  to  the  caulcj 
to  advife  on  the  bed;  means  of  feizing  the  camp  at  Lehaunf- 
town  : and  the  more  effe»!lually  to  bring  over  the  foldlers, 
the  prifoi^^r  adviied  him  to  pra^tife  on  the  privates  and  ndn*« 
commiflioned  officers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuaiion, 
being  thofe  mod  likely  to  be  perfuaded  into  an  opinion  that 
they  were  aggrieved.  Does  not  recollecf  any  more  of  the 
converiation  of  that  day,  except  an  appointment  to  meet 
on  the  following  Sunday  | on  which  day  he  went  to  the  pri- 
foner’s  houfe  at  Baggot-ftreet^  where  the  elder  of  the  bro- 
thers only  was  at  home:  and  a repetition  of  part  of  the  con- 
verfation  held  on  thelaft  interview  with  John  occurred  then 
with  his  brother  Henry  ; who  told  him  that  he  under- 
dood  his  brother  and  he  on  the  former  day  had  a converfation, 
apologifed  for  not  being  prefent,  as  he  was  obliged  to  attend 
a committee  of  gentlemen  who  were  then  fitting.  He  alked 
him  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  regiment — the  fituation  of  the 
camp — the  number  of  troops,  and  where  they  were  moft 
vulnerable  ; afked  him  as  to  the  polIibiUty  of  taking  it  by 
dorm,  or  by  treachery,  ufing  the  counterfign  ; recollects 
nothing  more  umil  John  Sheares  arrived,  who  afked  him, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  brother,  if  he  knew  any  United  Irifh- 
men  ? faid  that  he,  the  witnefs,  could  make  good  men  of 
the  foldiers  *,  witnefs  replied,  he  fhould  be  afraid  to  commit 
himfelf  until  he  knew  their  difpofitlonSj  and  would  then 
endeavour  all  he  could  to  accomplifh  their  projeCt.  John  re- 
marked, that  he  believed  he  could  inform  him  of  fome  men 
well-dirpofed  ; and  told  him  it  was  their  intention  to  feize 
the  camp,  the  artillery  at  Chapelizod,  and  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin in  one  night ; that  it  was  appointed  there  fhould  be  an 
hour  and  an  half  between  feizing  the  camp  and  the  artillery  ; 
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and  the  city  an  hour  after  the  latter  place  i that  the  news 
of  the  former  being  in  their  polTeflion  Ihould  arrive  in  Dub-, 
lin  previous  to  the  attack,  ide  then  told  the  witnefs,  if  he 
would  meet  him  at  1 1 o’clock  that  night,  he  would  give 
him  a lift  of  fuch  men  of  his  regiment  as  might  be  induced 
to  come  over.  Witnefs  accordingly  attended  at  1 1,  but  was 
told  by  John  Sheares,  that  he  could  not  procure  the  names 
of  the  men  he  promifed  him  in  the  morning,  but  that  a 
man  would  call  on  him  tl^  next  day  for  a pafs  to  the  camp, 
with  whom  he  might  converfe  without  referve,  witnefs 
having  regularly  returned  after  each  interview  to  the  camp, 
and  communicating  the  refult  to  Colonel  L’Eftrange.  On 
the  Wednefday  following  the  Colonel  exprelTed  his  fur- 
prize  that  no  man  called  on  him,  recommending  it  to  him 
to  come  to  town  and  find  out  the  reafon.  Witnefs  called 
on  Wednelday  as  ufual  at  Baggot-ftreet  ; did  not  find  the 
prifoners  at  home,  and  left  word  he  would  call  in  the  even- 
ing between  five  and  fix  o’clock  ; met  the  prifoners  at  home 
at  the  hour,  and  was  fhewn  into  the  library.  John  Sheares 
told  him  the  rifing  was  then  very  near,  and  that  he  wiihed 
to  introduce  him  to  a gentleman  with  whom  he  might 
confult  in  his  abfence,  as  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  go  to  or- 
ganize Cork.  Said  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  the 
names  he  promifed  him,  but  that  matters  would  be  fo  or- 
dered that  the  news  of  a rifing  at  Cork  fhould  reach  Dub- 
lin at  a critical  time,  and  that  he  was  waking  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  fix  ^ day. 

Q^by  the  Jury — What  do  you  mean  by  the  word  Ex- 
.ecutive  } — A.  I underftand  an  Executive  Diredtory  fitting 
in  Dublin. 

John  Sheares  then  appointed  witnefs  to  meet  him  next 
day,  to  introduce  him  to  the  gentleman  he  mentioned  tQ 
him.  Witnefs  went  accordingly  on  Thurfday  the  17th  of 
May,  and  met  bo^h  brothers  at  the  fame  houfe,  but  does 

not 
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^'dt  recoUe^l  any  thirtg  of  moment  paffing  until  the  gen tk- 
inan  arrived,  when  he  was  introduced  to  a Mr.  Lawlefs,  a 
Mlariort  "of  Lord  Cloncurry’s,  who  told  him  he  had  been 
at-;  a 'meeting  Tome  time  before,  compofed  of  deputies  from 
aiViTiOd;  alii  the  militia  regiments  in  Ireland,  at  which  he  told 
‘Wfihels  there  were  two  from  his  regiment^ — could  not  then 
recoUe<5t:  their  names,  but  would  procure  their  names  and 
ifeave  them  with  Mr.  Sheares  for  him — he  could  get  them 
from  a man  who  had  been  very  aftive  in  making  United 
ilrilimien,  whorhad  made  fomc  in  every  regiment  that  had 
beeit  iquartered  in  Dublin  for  two  years  back.  At  this  inter- 
view the  elder  Sheares  told  him  that  all  their  corps  were 
completely  organized,  and  had  their  captains  and  adjutants 
appointed  ; called  that  evening  tdget  the  names  which  Mr. 
-Lawlefs  promifed  to  procure ; was  (hewn  into  the  library 
where  John  Sheares  was  in  converlation  with  fome  man — 
>when  witnefs  was  going  away,  he  {John  Sheares)  gave  him 
a note  of  introduction  to  a ferjeant  Connor,  of  his  regiment, 
informing_Gonnor,  that  he  (the  witnefs)  might  be  de-* 
^..pended  on*.  Mr.  Lawlefs  amongft  other  things  remarked^ 
^that  the  trees  at  Lehaunftown  camp  would  be  extremely 
-convenient  for  hanging  people  who  did  not  join  them. 

^ ^ V-:  ■ ~ ' ' 

Witnefs  being  afked  as  to  the  nature  of  the  duty  to  which 
:-he  was  appointed  ? replied,  he  was  to  haVe  erected  a ftatt- 
dard,  which  was  to  be  joined  by  all  thofe  who  were  previ- 
ou fly.  known  to  be  United  Iriihmen,  ndne  elfe  being  allow- 

- :cd  the'option  of  joining  in  the  attack. 

John  Sheares  gave  him  the  name  of  Patrick  Linnan,  a 

- private  in  the  regiment.  An  appointment  was  then  made  ' 
. for  the  Sunday  following,  when  witnefs  was  to  have  been 

^ introduced  to  more  friends.^ , On  Friday  he  could  not  meet 
'with  ferjeant  Connor,  to  whom  he  had  the  note  of  .intro- 
duiShon,  but  met  him  dn  Saturday;  delivered  the  note  to 
Connor,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  men  named  in  it ; 

" believes 
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believes  Connor  td  be  how  in  confihertieht ; called  on  Sun» 
day  to  Baggot-ftreet,  folind  the  elder  Mr.  Sheares  at  hotnev 
to  whom  he  communicated  that  ferjeant  Connor  faidj  he 
did  not  know  the  man  mentioned  in  the.  note  of  introduc- 
tion/'at  which  Sheares  expreffed  his  furprife.  Here  Henry 
Sheares  told  witnefs  to  be  extremely  cautious,  for  that  his 
brother  and  he  efcaped  fufpicion  by  their  caution,  govern- 
ment believing  them  to  be  ina£tive<  The  yotinger  Sheares 
then  drew  a letter  from  his  pocket,  on  which  the  names  of 
three  of  his  regiment  appeared  to  have  been  written*  told 
him  they  were  men  on  whom  he  might  depend:  alfotold 
him  that  he  had  on  that  called  at  Lawlefs’s,  who  he  be- 
lieved had  abfeonded.  He  then  told  witnefs  that  a man 
had  been  all  day  looking  for  him  at  the  camp,  and  that  the 
Directory  had  come  to  a refolution  to  give  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  ; and  that  he 
might  inform  every  foldier  difpofed  to  join  them,  that  he 
fliould  get  a portion  of  land  in  the  King’s  county  ; and  that 
' it  was  alfo  refolved  on  to  feize  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council  at  their  refpeitive  places  ; that  when  the 
’Privy  Council  were  all  felzed,  there  would  be  no  place  to 
ilTue  orders  from  ; that  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  attack 
on  the  camp,  there  were  a fufficient  number  of  houfes  in 
Baggot-ftrect  friendly  to  their  caufe,  from  whence  the 
military  on  their  return  to  town  might  be  fired  on  ; that  it 
was  expected  from  various  accounts  that  all  the  militia  regi- 
ments in  Ireland  would  join  their  caufe,  as  there  were  ten 
in  one  regiment,  an  hundred  in  another,  and  three  in  ano- 
ther, all  well-difpofed  ; but  they  fhould  get  proper  notice; 
^ that  they'  were  extremely  impatient;  and  threatened  if  the 
»rifing  was  not  fpeedy,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  take  the 
oath  of  allegiaiKe.  The  elder  Sheares  told  him  that  a 
1 former  fervant  of  bis  was  inconceivably  adlive  in  making  U- 
nited' Iriihmen. 

O,  5 ^ ; A:.  • ■ , 


Witnefs 
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Witnels  laid,  that  although  directed  not  to  leave  Dublin 
with  his  regiment,  he  had  volunteered  in  the  Londonderry 
regiment  to  fight  the  rebels  at  Wexford,  where  he  was 
wounded. 

John  Shearcs  wa^  made  a prifoner  the  morning  after  the 
lall  conversation  with  witnefs,  who  faw  him  in  cuftody  at 
the  Caftle,  where  the  prifoner  asked  him  if  his  brother  was 
taken  ? Witnefs  replied  he  did  not  know.  Alked  him 
then,  if  he  knew  that  their  papers  were  taken,  and  faid 
that  he  hoped  not,  as  there  was  one  which  might  commit 
him. 

In  the  courfe  of  a long  crofs-examination  by  Mr.  Curran, 
it  came  out  that  the  witnefs  on  his  return  from  Wexford 
with  a party,  met  three  peaiants,  with  green  cockades,  on 
the  road — that  one  was  flogged  to  extort  confeflions  from 
him  until  he  gave  material  information  as  to  the  pofition  of 
the  rebek  ; another  was  hanged,  and  a third  was  (hot,  but 
without  the  witnefs’s  a£l  or  advice.  Being  interrogated 
whether  he  ever  in  company  denied  the  exiftence  of  a Su- 
preme Being  and  a ftate  of  future  rewards  and  punifliments, 
he  replied  in  the  negative ; acknowledged  he  was  free  in 
his  political  opinions,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  cenfure  the 
ir.eafures  of  Government,  but  denied  that  he  had  ever  faid 
he  would  conflder  it  laudable  to  be  the  King’s  executioner 
himfelf,  if  no  one  elfe  would  undertake  it. 

Captain  Clibborn  of  the  King’s  county  militia,  corrobo- 
rated that  part  of  Captain  Armllrong’s  teftimony  which  rc- 
ierred  to  him. 

A.  Kearney  proved  that  he  met  John  Sheares  at  a meet- 
ing of  United  Irifhmen  in  Werburgh-flreet,  where  ac- 
counts of  men  and  arms  were  inveftigating,  and  where  tt 
appeared  by  an  indorfement  on  a paper  in  his  poflefston, 

that 
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that  there  were  8100  men,  a great  part  fuppoled  to  be  or- 
ganized and  armed,  from  different  diftri£ts  in  the  county  of 
Dublin  in  their  caufe* 

Alderman  Alexander  depofed,  that  having  been  fent  to 
the  prifoners’  houfe  to  feize  them  and  their  papers,  he  found 
the  following  proclamation  or  manifefto,  in  Mr.  Sheares* 
houfe  in  a fmall  writing  box  in  the  ftreet  parlour. 

“ Irifhmen  1 Your  country  is  free,  and  you  are  abou^ 
to  be  avenged.  That  vile  government  which  has  io  long 
and  fo  cruelly  oppreffed  you,  is  no  more  ! Some  of  its  moft 
atrocious  monfters  have  already  paid  the  forfeit  of  their 
lives,  and  the  reft  are  in  our  hands.  The  national  flag— 
the  facred  green,  is  at  this  moment  flying  over  the  ruins  of 
defpotifm  ; and  that  capital,  which  a few  hours  paft  had 
witneiTed  the  debauchery,  the  plots  and  crimes  of  your  ty- 
rants, is  DOW  the  citadel  of  triumphant  patriotifm  and  vir- 
tue! Arife,  then,  united  fons  of  Ireland  : arife  like  a great 
and  powerful  people,  determined  to  live  free,  or  die.  Arm 
yourfelves  by  every  ^ means  in  your  power,  and  rufh  lik? 
lions  on  your  foes  Conlider  that  for  every  enemy  you 
difarm,  you  arm  a friend,  and  thus  become  double  power- 
ful. Inthe^aufeof  liberty  inadfion  is  cowardice,  and  the 
coward  lhall  forfeit  the  property  he  has  not  the  courage  to 
protedi ; let  his  arms  be  feized  and  transferred  to  thofe 
gallant  fpirits  who  want  and  will  ufe  then.  Yes  Irifhmen  I 
we  fwear  by  that  Eteinal  Juftice  in  whofe  caufe  you  fight, 
that  the  brave  patriot  'who  furvives  the  prefcnt  glorious 
ftruggle,  and  the  family  of  him  who  has  fallen,  or  (hall  fall 
hereafter  in  it,  fhall  receive  from  the  hands  of  a grateful 
nation  an  ample  recompence  out  of  that  property,  which 
the  crimes  of  our  enemies  have  forfeited  into  its  hands,  and 
his  name  fhall  be  infcribed  on  the  great  national  record  of 
Irifh  revolution,  as  a glorious  example  to  all  pofterlty  j hut 
we  like  wife  fwear  to  punifh  robbers  with  death  and  infamy. 

We 
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We  alfo  fwear  that  we  will  never  (heath  the  fword  until 
every  being  in  the  country  is  reftored  to  thofe  equal  rights 
vjrhich  the  God  of  nature  has  given  to  all  men,  until  an 
order  of  things  (hall  be  eftablilhed  in  which  no  fuperiority 
(hall  be  acknowledged  among  the  citizens  of  Erin^  but  that 
of  virtue  and  talent. 

««  Roufe  all  the  energies  of  your  fouls^  call  forth,  all  the 
merit  and  abilities  which  a vicious  Government  conligned 
to  oblcurityj  and  under  the  conduft  of  your  chofen  leaders, 
march  with  a fteady  ftep  to  victory.  Heed  not  the  glare  of 
a hired  foldiery  or  ariftocratic  yeomanry  ; they  cannot  (land 
the  vigorous  (hock  of  freemen  ; their  trappings  and  their 
arms  will  (oon  be  yours  ; and  the  detefted  Government  of 
England,  to  which  we  vow  eternal  hatred,  (hall  learn  that 
the  treafures  it  exhauQs  on  its  accoutred  Haves  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  butchering  Iri(hmen,  (hall  but  further  enable  us  to 
turn  their  fwords  on  its  devoted  head. 

. “ Many  of  the  military  feel  the  love  of  liberty  glow  with- 
in. their  brealts,  and  have  already  joined  the  national  Handt' 
ar4  • j Receive  with  open  arms  fuch  as  (hall  follow  (o  glori- 
ous ^an  example ; they  can  render  fignal  fervice^  to  the 
oaufe  of  freedom,  and  (hall  be  rewarded  according  to  their 
deierts^  But  for  the  wretch  who  turns  his  fword  againR 
his  native  country,  let  the  national  vengeance  be  vifited  on 
Ifim  : let  him  find  no  quarters. 

“ Two  other  crimes  demand  • % % . » 

* * * ♦ * # , . i 

' ‘V  Attack  them  in  every  dire^ljon  by  day  and  by,  night. 
Avail  yourfelves  of  the  natural  advantages  of  your,  country, 
which  are  innumerable,  and  with  which  you  are  better-ac- 
quainted than  they.  Where  you  cannot  oppofc,  them 
full  force,  confiantly  harrafs  their  rere  and  their  flanks,  cut 
off  their  ^rOvifions  and  magazines,  and  prevent  - them  as 
. myeb  as.  polfiHe  from  uniting  their  forces.  , Let  whatever 

moment 


CoHcctanca' jPoIittca.  . 405 

moment  y'ou  cannot  devote  to  fighting  for  your  country' be 
paiTed  in  learning  how  to  fight  for  it,  or  preparing  the 
means  of  war  5 for  war>  war  alone  muft  occupy  every  mind 
and  every  hand  in  Ireland,  until  its  long  opprefTed  foil  be 
purged  of  all  its  enemies. 

Vengeance,  Irifiimep,  yengeanpe  on  your  oppreffors.— 
Remember  what  thoufands  of  your  deareft  friends  have 
periftied  by  their  mercilefs  orders.  Remember  their  burn- 
ings, their  rackings,  their  torturings,  their  military  maf- 
facres  and  their  legal  murders.  Remember  Orr  !” 

^Ideyman  Alexander  deppfed,  that  no  attempt  was  made 
on  the  part  of  Henry  Sheares  to  fecrete  any  papers,  which 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  doing,  neither  did  he  make  any 
attempt  to  refeue  himfelf.  On  being  aiked  if  he  betrayed 
any  confufion  when  ihp  papey  was  taken— replied,  that  he 
eopld  not  fay  he  did.  ^ 

John  Pwyer,  Efq;  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,* 
fworn,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Standiih  O’Grady,  depofed 
that  he  faw  Mr.  Henry  Sheares  write  very  often,  had  not 
feen  Mr.  John  Sheares  write  fo  frequently  ; thinks  to  the 
beil  of  his  recolle{lion  the  paper  prefented  to  him  (the 
j^Ochmation)  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  John  Sheares, 
bpt  cannot  be  certain — believes  it  to  be  his  hand-writingl 
A note  fuppofed  to  recommend  Mr.  C.  (<.  e,  Cormick) 
Ibund  in  Mr.  Cormick’s  houfe,  from  John  Sheares  to  Cap- 
tain Armfirong,  was  alfo  proved  to  be  in  the  hand>writing 
of  John  Sheares  i alfo  the  names  on  the  back  of  a letter 
alUided  to  by  Captain  Armilrong,  as  well  as  an  indorfement 
of  names'  of  diftrifls,  armed  men,  &c.  on  a paper  which 
fhe  former  deponent  Kearney  referred  to. 

Crolk^exarntned  by  Mr.  Ponfonby.— >Depofed  that  he  had 
fonfiderable  dealings  with  the  prifoners,  particularly  with 

• Mr.  Henry 
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Mr.  Henry  Sheares,  and  never  knew  men  of  more  integrity 
in  money  dealings. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Archer  fworn  and  examined  by  Mr.  Webber 
— depoled,  that  he  faw  the  letter  produced  to  him  dire£led 
to  Captain  Armftrong,  recommending  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Cormick,  as  a gentleman  of  honour  on  whom  he  might 
rely.  The  letter  was  found  in  the  houfc  of  John  M‘Cor- 
mick,  of  Thomas-ftreet,  who  fled.  Mr.  McCormick  is 
fbppofed  to  have  been  the  perfon  introduced  under  the 
ihitial  C» 

Major  Sirr  examined  by  the  Attorney  General,  depofed 
that  he  arrefted  John  Sheares  in  French-ftreet,  at  the  houie 
of  Surgeon  Lawlefs.  Being  prefented  with  the  letter  and 
memorandums,  was  asked  where  he  found  them  ? replied, 
on  Mr.  Sheares’s  perfon,  in  his  pocket,  faid  he  had  been  in 
ferch  of  Lawlefs,  but  could  not  find  him. 

Crofs-exa mined  by  Mr.  TvLNally. — He  fearched  Mr. 
John  Sheares  immediately  on  apprehending' him  ; remem- 
bers that  he  fearched  his  pockets,  and  believes  that  he  askecT 
him  to  furrender  all  the  papers  he  had  *,  was  fearching 
Lawlefs’s  apartments  for  papers  when  Sheares  rapped  at  the 
door,  on  which  he  fecured  him,  and  told  him  he  was  his 
jHrifoner,  he  made  no  refiftance  or  attempt  to  fly.  Having 
proceeded  in  the  fearch  of  Lawlefs’s  parlour,  he  required  of 
Mrr  John  Sheares  to  give  his  papers,  which,  he  immediately 
delivered  to  him,  without  any  attempt  to  deflroy  any  of 
them, 

Benjamin  Rickey,  deputed  clerk  of  the  Crown,  depofed^ 
that  Judge  Day  went  down  to  Naas  at  the  adjournmenti  of 
the  aflizes  there  on  the  23d .of  May.  At  this  aflizes,  it 
was  alledged  on  the  teftimony  of  Captain  Armflrong,  that 
the  people,  as  he  had  been  told  by-  John  Sheares,  -wero 
anxious  to  commence  a rifing  in  order  to  avoid  trial.  --  - 

The 
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The  Counfel  for  the  prifoner  here  applied' to  the  Bench 
to  have  the  trial  adjourned  to  the  next  day  on  account  of 
the  extraordinary  fatigue  and  the  latenefs  of  the  hour. 

The  Court,  however,  refufed  the  application. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  opened  his  client,  [Mr.  Henry 
Sheares’s]  cafe,  by  deprecating  any  effects  in  the  minds  of 
fo  hberal  a jury,  from  the  high  ferment  of  the  public  mind, 
and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  times — but  when  we 
confider  the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  and  the  predo- 
minance of  prejudice,  which  the  eventful  crifis  we  all  labour 
under  might  induce,  he  felt  it  neceflary,  highly  as  he  ref- 
pe£led  the  gentlemen  whom  he  addrefled,  to  warn  them 
to  keep  their  minds  as  free  as  poflible  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  public  calamities  and  popular  diforders,  which  might 
Warp  their  good  underftandings  and  honeft  hearts  from  the 

habitual  emotion  by  which  they  were  ufually  a61uated. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  here  expatiated  on  the  different  counts  of 
High  Treafon  laid  in  the  indi^lmcnt;  the  difference  be- 
tween the  interpretation  of  the  law  in  England  and  Ireland 
touching  the  overt-a(Els  to  prove  the  Treafon  of  imagining 
the  death  of  the  King,  or  adhering  to  his  enemies.  Ima- 
gining the  King’s  death,  he  informed  the  jury,  by  an 
overt-aa  to  accomplifh  the  fame,  did  not  mean  the  political 
or  metapbyfical  diffolution  of  his  high  rank  and  authority 
exclufively  ; but  meant  the  natural  • and  public  diffolution 
of  his  mortal  frame  ; a defign  as  incapable  of  being  effeaed 
in  his  Majefiy’s  kingdom  of  Ireland  where  the  King  is  non- 
refident,  by  any  poffiblc  overt-aa,  as  it  could  be  in  any  part 
of  his  moft  remote  dominions  in  Jamaica,  Grenada,  or  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vincenfs.  From  this  principle  Mr.  Ponfonby 
launched  into  the  fpiritof  that  law  in  England,  which  re- 
quires two  witneffes'lo  come  forward  in  order  to  prove 
overt-aas  of  High  Treafon.  He  adverted  flightly  to  the 
evidence  which  would  be  produced  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
trial  to  invalidate  tEe  teftimony  of  Captain  Armftrong, 


on 
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on  the  ground  of  Atheifm  and  political  difaffeftion  ; and 
concluding  with  affirming,  that  he  knew  his  client  flood  at 
the  tribunal  of  men  as  capable,  as  they  were  willing,  to  decide 
his  cafcj,  not  milled  by  any  fpecies  of  popular  bias,  but 
ailing  on  the  fple  ground  of  truth  and  inflexible  juf- 
tice. 

Mr.  Plunket,  in  opening  the  cafe  of  John  Sh^ares, 
deviated  but  little  from  the  arguments  which  Mr.  Ponfonby 
adduced* 

Mr.  McNally,  as  * opunfcl  for  Mr.  John  Sheares,  relied 
upon  three  diflinil  points  as  matter  of  law:  that  the  King 
cannot  quit  the  realm  of  Great  Britain  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Parliament,  and  conlequently  can  incur  no 
danger  of  his  natural  life  from  any  confpirapy  \n  this  king- 
dom  where  he  is  not  prefent.  He  fcpondly  referred  to  an 
^ngliffi  a£l,  which  gives  a caution  to  the  Court  and  Jury, 
that  no  judgment  of  criminality  can,  lie  againft  a man  im- 
peached of  High  Treafon,  unlefs  he  is  pr;)veably  attainted  ; 
and  thirdly infilled  that  it  is  the  uniform  practice  in  Eng- 
land in  all  criminal  trials,  to  confider  doubt  and  acquittal, 
in  the  fentiments  of  jurors  trying  their  fello  w-citizens,  as 
fy nonymous  terms. 

Captain  Shirvington,  fworn  and  exarnined  on  the  part  of 
the  prilpners,  depofed  a knowledge  of  Captain  Armllrong, 
from  his  childhood,  whofe  uncle  he  was  ; that  be  had  been 
told  the  witnefs  had  been  obliged  to  quit  the  Somerfet  mili- 
tia, in  which  he  had  been,  on  account  of  bis  democratic 
principles.  That  in  company  with  witnefs,  he  had  once 
exprefled  himfelf  in  thefe  terms,  that  if  there  could  be 
found  no  other  perfon  for  the  purpofe,  he  would,  with 
pleafure,  become  the  executioner  of  King  George  UI.  and 
glory  in  the  deed”— and  that  witnefs  thereon  flung  out  of 
the  room  indignantly,  faying,  that  if  fuch  were  his  prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples,  he  -ought  to  throw  up  his  commiffion^  ^and  go^ovec*; 
to  t,he  enemy  at  once ; witnefs  had  not,  finee  that 
much'commuDicated  with  Captain  Armftrong» 

In  the-crprs-examination,  this  witneis  confeflcd  that  Iig^ 
had  been  fupeifeded  in  the  commiffion  of  the  peacfe  fdr 
the  King^s  county  for  a few  days,  but  could  not  tell 

Mr?  Thomas  Drought  was  next  examined,  who  proved 
that  the  witnefs,  Captain  Armftroiig,  had  in  his  prefence 
uttered  a disbelief  as  to  the  exiftence  of  a God^  and  a fu- 
ture ftate  of  rewards  and  punilhments  5 afTerting  that  the 
foul  of  man  became  annihilated  in  death.  The  obje(St  of 
this  examination  was  to  fhew  that  Mr.  Armftrong  could  not 
be  influenced  by  the  moral  Pr  religious  obligation  of  aa 
path. 

The  crofs-examination  of  this  gentleman  fhewed  that  hc^ 
^ifo  had  been  fuperfeded  from  the  commifflon  of  the  peice 
for  the  King’s  county,  where  he  then  relided ; that  he= 
lived  apart  from  his  wife  ; and  that  about  four  years  fince 
he  had  wagered  j^iooo,  that  Ireland,  within  that  time,"^ 
would  have  a Republican  Government.  He  however, 
faid,  that  when  he  made  the  bet  he  was  drunk,  and  was  too 
loyal  to  wifh  he  had  fucceeded  in  it. 

Several  refpe(flable  witnelTes  depofed  very^  favourably  to 
the  moral  chara£lers  of  the  prifoners. 

Mr,  Curran  fpoke  to  evidence  for  three  hours;  in  a great 
mcafure  recapitulating  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Ponlcnby,  Mr. 
Plunket,  and  Mr.  M‘Nally.  He  was  rejplied  to  by  the 
Prime  Serjeant  ; and  Lord  Carleton,  in  Iiis  charge  to  the 
jury,  quoted,  befide  Lord  Coke,  Lord  Haie,  and  Sir  Ni- 
cholas Forfler,  in  anfwer  to  the  argument  that  the  common 
law  required  two  witnefles  in  England,  in  cafes  of  High 
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Treafon,  fo  as  to  refute  the  arguments  of  the  prifoner’s 
Counfel,  whofc  ingenuity  he,  however,  complimented, 
and  whofe  zeal  he  praifed.  Mr.  Juftice  Crookihank,  and 
Mr.  Baron  Smith  faid  they  had  nothing  to  offer  to  the  jury, 
Lord  Carleton  having  very  ably  anticipated  any  ideas  they 
could  form  on  the  fubjeft.  The  jury  having  then  retired 
for  about  15  minutes,  returned  a verdi£V^w7/y  againft  both 
prifoners. 

Upon  hearing  the  verdi£l:,  the  prifoners  embraced  each 
other  and  burft  into  tears,  exhibiting  a feene  of  affe6\ion 
and  diftrefs  which  penetrated  every  perfon  prefent. 

The  court  then  adjourned  until  three  o’clock  next  day, 
when  they  met ; and  the  prifoners,  Sheares’,  were  ordered  to 
the  dock.  They  refpeflively  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
court  before  it  proceeded  to  fentence, 

Mr.  Henry  Sheares  requefted  fome  fhort  refpite  to  fettle 
the  affairs  of  a large  family  before  he  was  conligned  to  that 
fate  which  awaited  him  *,  a fate  to  which  he  was  perfefVIy 
reconciled.  This  unexpe^led  mode  of  termination  to  his 
exiftence  not  having  permitted  him  to  attend  to  the  necef- 
fary  arrangement  of  his  affairs,  or  the  final  accommodation 
of  his  family,  obliged  him  to  claim  this  laft  favour  from  the 
humanity  of  the  court. 

Mr.  John  Sheares  requefted  merely  an  opportunity  to  cafe 
the  intolerable  burden  of  a mind  labouring  under  unme- 
rited calumny,  in  one  point  alone  ; He  did  not  mean  either 
to  inrpeach  the  laws  which  adjudged  him,  the  jury  which 
condemned  him,  the  witnefs  who  profecuted  him,  or  the 
court  which  had  tried  him  ; a court  from  which  he  experi- 
enced repeated  a6ls  of  indulgence  ; but  with  his  lateft  breath 
he  would  appeal  to  that  God  from  whom  he  expedled 
mercy,  and  at  whofe  awful  tribunal  he  was  fo  fhortly  def- 
tined  to  appear,  for  the  truth  of  his  laft  afiertion,  that  no 
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fentiment  of  abhorred  iniquity,  was  ever  more  foreign  from 
his  mind,  than  that  with  which  he  was,  charged,  of  de- 
termining tQ  give  no  quarter  to  fuch  of  the  army  as  ihould 
be  oppofed  to  them,  if  fubmitring  *,  or  that  he  fhould  have 
felt  rcludlancc  to  extend  mercy  , to  the  fubmiffive  of  any 
clafs,  or  a fuppliant  foe-  He  hoped  that, this  declaration, 
at  fo  awful  an  hour,  would  make  an  indelible  impxeliion  on 
the  hearts  of  others,  apd  turn  them  ffom  any  ferocious  or 
fanguinary  plans  which  they  might  have  fatally  adopted. 
With  the  profpefl  pf  the  grave  at  his  feet,  and  all  thpfe 
folem'nities  which  can  render  the  laft  hour  awful,  he  hoped 
the  court  would  too  believe  him— he  hoped  his  countrymen 
would  believe  him — he  knew  his  God  would  believe  him. 
He  had  x\o  other  favour  to  alk  for  himfelf  j but,  turning 
to  his  brother,  he  in  a moft  pathetic  planner  entered  into 
his  fatnily  affairs,  and  made  a fupplication  for  fome  refpite. 
There  was  fcarce  a dry  eye  in  court,  and  Lord  Carletpn* 
in  his  addrefs  to  them,  quickened  the  fendbility  which 
they  had  excited.  He  pronounced  the  paihfiii  fentence  in- 
cident to  High  Treafon,  with  all  its  terrible  accompani- 
1 lentsi 


Trial  of  Mr.  John  M‘Cann.  Tuefday^  July  tb. 

JOHN  M‘C  A N N was  pur  upon  his  trial  upon  a 
charge  of  High  Treafon.  Ihe  indi^ment  contained  two 
counts,  one  charging  the  prifoner  with  coinpalEng  the 
death  of  the  3tid  the  other  with  adhering  to  his  ene- 

mies. To  fupport  each  of  theie  counts,  thirteen  overt- 
oi  treafon  were  fpecified. 

To  this  indictment  the  prifoner  had  pleaded  not  Guilty, 

The  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Stewart)  in  a fhorr,  fimpfe, 
and  coDcife  manner,  ftated  the  cafe  again  ft  th-  orifoner, 
which  being  little  more  than  an  anticipation  ofthe  evidence, 
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we  fhall  not  attempt  to  follow  : the  obfervations  which  he 
made  were  few,  but  forcible. 

Thomas  Reynolds,  Efq;  fworn  ; examined  by  the  At- 
torney Generah 

Witnefs  had  formerly  been  a reljdent  of  Dublin  ; had 
lived  in  Park-ftreet  in  the  Liberty ; his  houfe  of  bufinefs 
tv^as  in  Afli-ftreet : he  was  a filk  m'anufaflorer,  he  believed 
the  moft  extenlive  in  Dublin ; he  had  acquired  a confider- 
able  property  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  lived  at  Kilkea- 
Caftle  in  that  county.  Witnefs  has*been  an  United  Irilh- 
man,  was  fworn  (hortly  after  the  FrericK  left  Bantry  ; he 
knows  the  prifoner  ; Ihw  him  at  the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bond  ; 
the  prifoner  refided  as  cl^k  with  Mr.  Jackfon  in  Church 
Street,  the  Iron-founder;  was  an  United  Irifhnian,  and 
afted  as  fuch ; witnefs  has  been  in  Baronial  Meetings  with, 
him,  ' " . 

The  general  objeft  of  thefe  Societies  was  to  overturn  the 
Conftifution  and  the  prefent  Government,  and  e^blifh  a 
Republican  Government  inftead  of  it,  and  to  favour  any 
landing  of  the  French  to  forward  thofe  views. 

Witnefs  knew  of  the  meeting  of  the  12th  of  March  at 
the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bond,  when  the  prifoner  was  taken  ; 
he  had  converfation  with  the  prifoner  on  the  fubjeft  ; wit- 
nefs had  been  directed  by  the  County  Meeting  of  Kildare, 
as  their  Treafurer,  to  attend  a former  meeting  at  Bond’s 
houfe,  and  to  apply  to  the  prifoner,  who  would  introduce 
him ; witnefs  had  gone  to  the  prifoner  fhortly  before  the 
1 2th  of  March,  and  affced  him  when  and  where  the  next 
Provincial  Meeting  would  be  held?  Prifoner  alked  witnefs 
if  he  had  his  county  returns  (of  men,  arms,  money  and 
ammunition  r)  Witnefs  faid  he  had  not.  McCann  then  faid 
he  could  not  give  information  of  the  meeting  until  thefe 
returns  were  brought  by  witnefs  to  be  laid  before  the  Pro- 
vincial 
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Tincial  Meeting.  Witnefs  never  attended  a Provincial  Meet- 
ing himfelf  j but  at  the  Baronial  and  County  Meetings,  bring' 
ng  and  receiving  fuch  returns  always  made  part  of  the  bufincfs* 

On  the  Saturday  after,  witnefs  went  to  the  county  Kildare 
to  procure  the  returns,  and  called  on  Mr.  Daly  at  Kilcullen, 
for  them  ; Daly  is  fon  to  a man  who  keeps  a (hop  there,  and 
was  a delegate  with  witnefs  to  the  Provincial  Meetings 
He  wrote  copies  of  the  returns,  and  gave  them  to  witnefs? 
who  brought  them  to  Dublin  on  the  Monday  following,  and 
either  on  Wednefday  or  Thurfday  called  on  M‘Cann  to  (hew 
them  to  him  ; M‘Cann  looked  over  them,  and  exprefsed  his 
furprife  that  there  had  been  no  encreafe  (ince  the  former  re- 
turns. He  added  that  he  could  not  then  give  witnefs  infor- 
mation of  the  place  and  time  of  the  Provincial  Meeting,  but 
would  call  on  witnefs  the  next  Sunday  and  tell  him  ; witnefs 
a(ked  him  to  come  to  breakfaft,  which  he  did . this  was  on 
Sunday  the  i ith  of  March,  the  day  before  the  arreft  at  Bond’s. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  having  left  the  room,  M‘Cann  told  the  wit- 
nefs that  the  Provincial  Meeting  would  be  next  day  a.t  Bond’s 
at  eleven  o’clock,  and  defired  witnefs  to  be  precife  in  his  atten- 
dance, as  bufinefs  of  very  great  confequence  was  expedfed. 
The  members  of  the  Provincial  Meeting  were  delegates  from 
the  county  focieties. 

Witnefs  had  been  at  Bond’s  on  Saturday  the  loth  ; M‘Cann 
was  there  alfo,  and  faid,  “Bond,  we  muft  have  a rooin  for 
Monday.”  Bond  replied,  “You  (hall  have  the  room  you  had 
la(f  j will  you  have  a little  room  alfo  ?”  Bond  and  prifoner  then 
walked  up  the  ware-room,  and  whifpered  together,  and 
fhortly  after  witnefs  retired. 

Witnefs  was  appointed  a Colonel  through  Lord  Edward 
in  November  laft,  at  witnefs’s  houfe  in  Park  (freet ; Lord 
Edward  folicited  him  to  become  a Colonel  for  the  barony  of 
Kilkea  and  Moone ; witnefs  hefitated  j witnefs  had  a proper- 
ty 
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ty  in  that  barony  5 L©rd  Edward  had  one  in  the  fame  coun- 

about  eight  miles  from  witnefs’s.  Lord  Edward  argued 
with  witnds,  and  perfuaded  him  to  accept  it.  In  fubfequent 
converfaticn  Lord  Edward  told  him  that  one  Kenna  would 
call  on  witnefs  before  the  eleftion.  Witnefs  exprelsed  doubts 
that  the  United  Irifhmen  could  (land  in  battle  before  the 
king's  troops  j Lord  Edward  replied,  “that  this  was  riot  al- 
together hecefsary  ; that  a landing  of  the  French  was  ex- 
pelled ; that  feme  of  the  United  Irifhmen  would  certainly 
fall  into  their  ranks;  but  that  the  great  body  would  only  have 
to  make  the  king's  troops  feel  themfelves  in  an  enemy*s  coun- 
n y,  by  attacking  their  convoys,  cutting  off  their  detach- 
ments, forage  and  provifions.*'  Witnels  went  to  Kilkea  in 
January.  Matthew  Kenna,  who  is  a farmer’s  foji,  called 
upon  him,  and  told  him  that  at  the  firft  meeting  in  Febru- 
ry  a Colonel  was  to  be  chofen,  and  alked  witnefs,  would  he 
(land  the  ballot  ? This  was  to  be  a meeting  of  the  captains 
of  the  barony  ; witnefs  told  him  he  would,  for  that  Lord 
Edward  had  been  fpeaking  to  him.  Kenna  laid  he  knew  that; 
it  would  be  neceffary  for  witnefs  to  hold  a civil  employ- 
ment in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Irifliinen  : Would  he 
choofeto  be  Secretary  or  Treafurer  ? Witnefs  laid,  Treafu- 
rer,  as  lead  refponlible,  and  of  lead  trouble.  Kenna  faid 
he  was  glad  of  it ; that  he  would  go  forward  himfclf  as  Se- 
cretary. About  the  1 5th  of  February  he  called  again#  and 
told  witnefs  he  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Colonel  and  Trea- 
furer. 

[Here  the  prifoner’s  counfei  objected  to  any  evidence 
concerning  Bond,  who  was  not  on  trial.] 

Witnefs  was  ftrengthened  in  his  determination  by  another 
perfon.  Kenna  came  about  the  15th  of  February,  (he  was 
an  United  iriihman,  and  one  of  witnefs's  captains)  and  told 
witnefs  that  himfelf  had  been  chofen  Secretary  ; that  a 
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county  meeting  would  be  held  next  Sunday  at  the  Nineteen-  . 
mile-houle : that  he  would  meet  wUnels  on  the  ro^d^  and 
ride  with  him  to  the  meeting. 

Witnefs  went  with  him  to  the  meeting  ; each  member 
firft  took  an  oath  of  fecrecy,  and  they  then  went  to  the 
election  of  a new  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Meeting,  and 
Secretary  and  Treafurer,  for  the  next  three  months. 

Mr.  Cummins  of  Kildare,  was  chofen  Secretary  ; a doubt 
arofe  as  to  the  propriety  of  electing  a new  Treafurer,  out 
of  refpe£f  to  Lord  Edward,  the  former  Treafurer,  who  was 
abfent ; but  Cummins  faying  that  he  had  directions  from 
Lord  Edward  to  fay,  that  being  a marked  man,  he  wiflhed 
for  a while  to  drop  attending  the  meetings,  and  deliredthcm 
to  appoint  a Treafurer  for  three  months  ; witnefs  was  cho- 
fen Treafurer,  and  Daly  of  Kilcullen,  Delegate.  The  Se- 
cretary and  Treafurer  are  from  their  offices  Delegates.  Mi- 
chael Reynolds,  of  Naas,  had  aCted  in  fome  appointment 
(witnefs  believed  that  of  Secretary)  for  three  months  prece- 
ding ; he  told  witnefs  that  a provincial  meeting  would  Be 
held  next  day  at  Oliver  Bond’s,  at  one  o’clock  ; witnefs  did 
not  attend  ; it  was  too  far  ; witnefs  had  to  go  home  four- 
teen miles,  and  return  thirty  hx,  and  it  was  then  four 
o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  arreft  took  place  the  day  after  McCann  breakfafted 
with  the  witnefs. 

Michael  Reynolds  was  the  perfon  who  defired  witnefs  to 
call  upon  M<Cann  with  the  return,  and  told  hich  he  ilhould 
be  thereupon  admitted. , 

About  four  o*clock  on  the  day  McCann  breakfafted  with 
the  witnefs,  witnefs  called  upon  Lord  Ldward  at  Leinftcr- 

houfe ; 
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houfe  witnefs  had  got.  a printed  paper  of  orders  from  Cap» 
tain  Saurin  to  the  lawyers  infantry,  directing  them  to  re^ 
pair  to  Smithfield  in  cafe  of  alarm,  to  apply  to  him  for  ball- 
cartridge,  and  if  obliged  to  leave  town,  to  depofit  their  arms 
at  his  houfe  for  fafety,  and  enclofing  an  injuneftion  on  ano- 
ther piece  of  paper,  “to  keep  thofe  orders  fecret.”  Wit- 
nefs fhevved  this  paper  to  Lord  Edward,  who  feemed  great- 
ly agitated  on  reading  it,  and  faid,  he  thought  Government 
intended  to  arreft  him,  and  that  he  wifhed  he  could  get  off 
to  France  to  haften  the  invafion,  which  he  could  do  by  his 
intimacy  with  Talleyrand  Perigord,  one  of  the  French  Minis- 
try ; he  faid,  “ he  would  not  approve  of  a general  invafion 
“ at  firft,  but  that  the  French  had  fonie  fine  fafi-failing  fri- 
gates,  on  board  which  he  would  put  as  many  Englifh  and 
“ irifli  officers  as  he  could  procure  to  come  from  France, 
**  and  as  many  perfons  capable  of  drilling  men  as  he  could 
get,  with  {lores,  ammunition,  and  military,  and  run  thefe 
into  fome  port  in  this  kingdom — he  thought  Wexford, 
the  mod  likely  to  be  unfufpefled,  and  being  amongft  thejr 
« friends  ; if  this  fucceeded,  he  could  efiablifh  .a  rallying 
point  until  other  help  ihould  come.” 

The  meetings  at  which  witnefs  attended  with  the  prifon- 
Cf,  had  for  their  bufinefs  the  receiving  returns  of  men, 
arms  and  ammunition,  &c.  for  the  general  caufe  : prifoner 
afled  as  Secretary  to  baronial  meetings,  where  witnefs  was 
prefent  ; witnefs  was  delegated  along  with  John  Cormick, 
of  Thomas-flreet,  to  attend  a Baronial  Committee  at  the 
Struggler  in  Cook  fireet  ; when  they  went,  M‘Cann^came 
out  of  the  room  and  took  them  into  an  adjoining  one,  and 
there  fwore  John  M‘Cormick,  that  he  bad  been  duly  delega- 
ted to  attend  the  meeting,  and  alfo  to  anfwer  for  the  due 
delegation  of  witnefs.  He  then  brought  Cormick  and  wit- 
nefs into  the  Committee ; Mr.  M<Cann  was  that  day  rc- 
chofen  Secretary  : This  was  in.  March  twelve-month  ; wit- 
nefs has  known  him  ever  fince  perfectly  well. 
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Witnefs  has  heard' that  M‘Canri  was  taken  at  Bond’s; 
the  ofiicers  taken  there  made  a number  of  vacancies.  Wit- 
nefs  faw  Lord  Edward  the  Wednefday  after  in  his  place  of 
concealment  in  Aungier*ftreet,  who  bid  him  come  to  hiiti 
the  next  night,  which  he  did.  Lord  Edward  faid  he  had 
money  as  Trealurer  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  alfo  as 
Treafurer  of  the  barony  of  Ophaley  ; that  he  would  have 
thefe  Aims  fettled.  He  gave  witnefs  a paper  which  he  de« 
fired  him  to  give  to  the  county  committee  as  his  addrefs  to 
them  ; “ not  to  think  any  thing  of  what  had  pafled^  it  was 
“ a trifle  ; that  they  fhould  fill  up  their  vacancies  as  fpeedi- 
‘‘  ly  as  poflible  ; that  they  fhould  be  very  foon  called  upon.’’ 
[This  paper  was  afterwards  burned  at  a meeting  of  witnefs’s 
captains  at  Athy,  becaufe  it  was  in  Lord  Edward’s  hand  ; 
it  had  been  firfl  read  at  a county  meeting  at  Bell’s,  on  the 
Curragh  : the  Tuefday  after  beirg  market  day  at  Athy; 
witnefs  met  his  captains,  when  the  paper  was  read  and  af- 
terwards burned  j “ and  that  they  might  rely  on  his  being 
“ in  his  place  in  the  day  of  need.”  In  confequence  of  this 
a new  eledion  took  place  in  the  room  of  Cummins  ; Mi- 
chael Reynolds  was  eteded.  Witnefs  knew  Michael ' Rey- 
nolds from  meeting  him  ; he  is  a little  dark-co loured  man  ; 
Cummins  was  an  apothecary  in  Kildare,  of  a thin  counte- 
nance, rather  tall,  with  dark  lank  hair. 

Witnefs  firft  difclofed  the  United  Iriftimen’s  hufinels  to 
Mr.  William  Cope,  >virh  whom  he  had  conflderable  connec- 
tion ; witnefs  had  mortgaged  a property  to  him  of  50o6l. 
and  oh  the  death  of  the  late  Sir  Duke  GifFard,  they  went 
together  to  paftle  Jordan,  to  take  polTeflion  of  it ; they 
dined  there  ; Lord  Wycombe  and  other  perfons  were  pre- 
fent,  and  the  converlation  ran  on  general  politics  ; return- 
ing to  town  next  day,  Mr.  Cope  renewed  the  fubjed  of  po- 
litics, and  reprefented  in  ftrong  colours,  the  horror  of  a re- 
volution ; the  murders,  robberies,  and  deyaflatlons ; the 
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overthrow  of  all  religion,  government,  property,  of  every 
thing  near  and  dear  to  man  ; in  fuch  a way  that  witnefs 
was  fhocked  at  the  defcription.  Witnefs  then  told  Mr. 
Cope,  that  he  believed  he  knew  a perfon  who  was  not  fan-* 
guinary,  and  did  not  wifli  for  murder,  who  would  defert 
the  United  Irifhmen,  and  to  make  amends  for  any  crime  he 
had  committed  in  being  one  of  them,  would  give  govern- 
ment fuch  information  as  he  pofleffed,  which  witnefs  believed 
was  very  conhderable. 

Mr.  Cope  feized  on  this,  and  faid,  that  fuch  a man  would 
be,  and  ought  to  be  placed  higher  in  the  country  than  any 
man  that  ever  was  in  it  ; witnels  told  him  that  neither  ho- 
nours nor  rewards  would  be  defired  or  accepted,  if  this  man 
came  forward  5 and  that  he,  the  witnefs,  would  call  upon 
him  in  two  or  three  days  on  the  fubjeft. 

Witnefs  did  call,  and  faid  he  had  feen  his  friend,  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  come  forward  on  certain  conditions,  and 
that  he  had  coniiderable  information  to  give  ; Mr.  Cope 
laid  the  man  ought  to  have  greater  conditions  than  he  could 
whh  for  5 a feat  in  parliament,  and  a thoufand  a year  ; wit* 
nefs  replied,  that  the  conditions  were  mifunderftood  i that 
all  that  was  required  was,  that  the  perfon  fhould  not  be  pro- 
fecuted  bimfelf,  nor  be  forced  to  profecute  any  other  per- 
lon,  and  that  the  channel  of  information  fhould  be  kept  a 
complete  fecret  ; and  that  as  the  perfon  would  be  in  danger 
of  afTafllnation,  if  the  thing  tranfpired,  he  would  be  oblig- 
ed to  leave  the  country  for  a time,  and  therefore  required 
that  his  extraordinary  expences  fhould  be  paid.  Mr.  Cope 
defired  to  know  what  they  would  be  ; witnefs  faid  a liberty 
to  draw  on  him  for  any  fum  under  500  guineas  would  be 
required.  Mr.  Cope  prefled  greater  rewards,  and  cxprefled 
bis  furprife  that  they  fhould  be  refufed  ; at  length  he  acqui- 
efeed,  and  received  the  information  which  the  witnefs  gave 
him  as  from  another  perfon. 
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Witnefs  told  Mr.  Cope  of  the  meeting  at  Mr.  Bond’s  be* 
fore  it  was  held  ; witnefs  had  heard  of  it  from  Daly  about 
a fortnight  before,  but  Daly  could  not  give  him  precife  in* 
formation  ; on  Sunday,  however',  after  M‘Cann  had  told 
witnefs,  he  told  Mr.  Cope  decidedly  of  it. 

Witnefs  has  incurred  lolTes  to  the  amount  of  600/.  and 
has  received  500  guineas. 

Witnefs  never  told  any  one,  even  his  wife,  of  his  commu- 
nications with  Mr.  Cope. 

Witnefs  went  afterwards  to  Kilkea,  attended  one  county 
meeting,  and  one  meeting  of  captains  ; fhortly  after  Kenna  . 
came  to  him  and  told  him,  it  was  faid  he  was  the  man  who 
betrayed  the  meeting  at  Bond’s  ; that  he  had  heard  it  as  a 
rumour,  but  if  he  heard  more  of  it  he  would  acquaint  hinw 
On  the  ]6th  of  April,  the  delegate  of  the  barony  of  Narra 
and  Rheban,  whofe  name  witnefs  does  not  know,  came 
to  him  from  the  county  meeting,  and  faid  he  (witnefs)  muft 
attend  the  county  meeting  at  Bell’s  on  the  Curragh,  to 
ffand  his  trial  on  accufa'tions  brought  from  Dublin  from  the 
Provincial  Meeting  by  Michael  Reynolds,  for  having  be- 
trayed the  meeting  at  Bond^s  ; he  faid  he  was  fure,  and  fo 
were  all  the  reft,  that  witnefs  would  be  acquitted. 

Witnefs  had  before  determined  to  quit  the  country,  but 
had  been  delayed  fay  Mrs.  Reynolds  being  ill ; he  intended 
to  have  fet  out  on  the  Monday  after,  but  on  Saturday  Cap* 
tain  Erlkine,  and  a party  of  the  9th  dragoons,  came  to  live 
at  free  quarters  at  Kilkea.  and  put  witnefs  under  arreft ; 
they  ftaid  eight  or  ten  days,  and  deftroyed  much  of  his  pro- 
perty, eat  his  provifions  and  drank  his  wine;  after  they  left 
him,  witnefs  fet  out  for  Dublin;  at  Naas,  he  met  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  A thy,  who  told  him  he  had  intended  to  write 
or  come  to  witnefs,  to  let  him  know  that  he  (witnefs,)  was 
the  public  talk  of  Dublin,  as  the  perfon  who  had  betrayed 
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the  mfetting  at  Bond’s,  and  that  if  he  went  there  he  would 
be  murdered,  and  the  houfe  in  which  he  was  phlled  down  ; 
witBcft^ten  went  back  to  his  h'  ufe,  and  the  next  morning 
as  he  -Aood  at  the  poft  oJSce  door  at  Caftledermot,  he  was 
ariefted  by  a party  of  the  9th  dragoons,  and  fent  to  A thy 
' on  information  fworn  agalnfl:  him  by  one  oi  his  own 
captains. 

Witnds  docs  not  fuppofe  that  government  knew  him  to 
be  the  perlbn  giving  information,  for  he  defired  Mr.  Cope 
not  to  mention  his  name,  and  he  has  reafon  to  believe  that 
even  Mr.  Cope  did  not  know  that  the  information  came  from 
the  witnefs  himfeif. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Curran.-— Said  he  was  married 
to  aMiis  Witherington,  the  25th  March,  1794  ; was  not 
morb  than  fixteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  had 
two  fitters  5 his  mother  carried  on  bufinefs  for  fomc  time 
after  his  d^th ; does  not  recoiled  any  charge  having  been 
made  on  him  of  fiealing  trinkets  belonging  to  his  fiders, 
nor  of  ftealing  his  mother’s  cafh  ; knows  that  a charge  has 
been  made  on  him  by  his  mother  of  having  procured  a 
ikdeton^key  to  an  iron  cheft,  where  the  kept  papers,  but 
no  cafh,  her  partner,  Mr,  Warren,  having  taken  care 
that  file  (hoold  not  have  much  of  the  latter  to  encumber 
her.  Is  confident  his  mother  was  a woman  incapable  ^ 
makiag  any  charge  which  ihe  did  not  believe  true,  as  fhe 
was  a woman  of'  truth,  though  pailionate ; was  charged 
with  fiealing  trinkets  belonging  to  his  mother,  and  a piece 
oflnftring,  (during  her  par tnerihip  with  Mr.  Warren,)  to 
give  to  a girl,  which  charges  he  acknowledged  were  well- 
founded  ; denied  having  had  a skeleton^key.  Being  asked 
how  long  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Witherington,  was  dead  ? 
replied,  abont  twelve  months  lail  April ; fiie  lived  at  his 
hoofe  in  A£b-fireet,  ten  months  previous  to  her  death ; 
complained  of  being  ill  a few  days  before  Ihe  died  i recolie^s 
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that^e  had  brought  her  a iHedieine  ; explained  this  circum- 
fiance,  by  faying  that  a.  Mr.  Fitzgerald*  who  was  an  apo- 
thecary^  and,  a friend  tp  his  family*  on  quitting  bqfinefe 
had  left  him  ti  cheft  of  medicines,  compofed  of  Caftor  Oil^ 
Tartar  Emetic,  Rhubarb,  &c.  ;'*that  he' himfelf  Was  very 
fubje£t  toa  ficknefs  in  hisdfomach,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
made  up  fome  papers  of  Tartar  Emetic  for  him  to  take 
when  indifpofed*  which  he  frequently  had  occiiion’to  do. 
and  never  f^Ued  to  experience' inftantaneous  relief  fromt  the 
dofe;  on  pne  occ^fion  recolle<3»rthis  medicine  had  faved  his 
life.  ]^s..  Witherington  having  Complained  vlolentfy  of 
her  ftomach,  he  recommended  to  bar  to  take  a paper  of  the 
Tartar  Emetic,  which.had  fo  often  relieved  him  in 
complaint;  fhe  confented,  and  it  was  adminiftered  to  her. 
Being  asked  if  fhe  did  npt  expire  in  eighteen  hour$  after 
having  taken  the  dofe;  replied,  (he- did  noF' — (he.  lived 
from  Friday  to  the  Sunday  following,  and  then  expired  to 
hisforrow.  - Acknowledged  to  have  paid  her  300/.  a few 
days  before  her  death,  for  which  he  took  her  receipt ; the 
j money  he  faid  was  not  found  after  her  death.  ' Being  asked 
I if  he  knew  he  had  been  charged  by  any  of  her  family  with 
i having  purloined  this  money  ? replied,  that  he  certainly 
! never  had  been  charged  to  his  face  with  fuch' an  a£>,  but 
i believes  his  brother-in-law,  Captaio  Witherington^ , capable 
I of  faying  unkind  things  of  him.  Accounted  for  the  money 
I not  having  been  found  after  her  deceaie,  by  exprefling  a 
I confldence  that  her  fon  Edward  had  taken  i it,  for  whom 

I (he  meant  to  purchase  a commifiion  in  the  army,  and  afEgn* 

ed  that  as  her  reafon  for-  calling  it  in  fo  precipitately,  as 
well  as  an  lool.  for  which  Ihe  had  his  bond. 

Being  asked  if  he  knew  a woman  of  the  name  of  Cahil, 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  Did  execute  fecurities  to  her 
(everal  times  for  money  ffie  lent  him,  particularly  a bond 
for  an  100/.  and  a note  for  25/.  Mrs.  Cahil  having  drawn 
1^*  of  the  latter  before  it  became  due,  he  executed  a part 
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note  to  her  for  the  remaining  20/. ; cannot  fay  whether  he 
gave  her  any  other  notes  or  not  ; owed  her  50/.  befides  : 
executed  the  bond  to  her  fliortly  after  his  marriage.  Said 
Mrs.  Cahil  was  an  o}d  woman,  who  pafled  the  principal 
part  of  her  life  in  his  family,  and  became  latterly  blind  and 
snfirna.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Reynolds  had  her  brought 
to  his  own  houfe,  in  which  there  was  a room  allotted  to 
her : Shortly  after  her  becoming  an  inmate  in  his  family 
ihe  confulted  with  two  ladies,  friends  of  her’s,  one  a Mrs. 
Molloy,  his  grand-aunt,  and  the  other  a Mrs.  Fitzgerald 
his  immediate  aunt,  whether  (he  had  not  better  fink  the 
170/.  with  him  at  for  her  life  at  14  per  cent,  as  fhe  faid 
£he  intended  the  principal  at  all  events  as  prefents  to  his 
children.  He  always  paid  her  the  intereft  as  (he  called  for 
it,  and  when  fhe  demanded  a fettlement  he  confented ; 
but  on  receiving  his  former  bond,  inftead  of  giving  her  a 
acw  one  in  return,  he  by  miftake  gave  her  an  old  bond  and 
warrant  filled  up,  but  not  executed,  which  lay  in  his  office 
as  a precedent  for  himfelf  and  his  clerks  ; paid  her  part  of 
the  money  and  gave  notes  for  the  remainder.  Had  been 
in  the  country  when  he  received  a letter  from  a Mr.  Sulli- 
van, acquainting  him  of  the  miftake  in  the  bond,  which 
he  anfwered  immediately,  faying  he  would  fhortly  come  to 
town  and  re£lify  the  miftake.  Received  afterwards  a letter 
from  an  Attorney  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  When  he  came  to 
town  he  went  to  Mrs.  Molloy,  who  he  knew  was  in  the 
confidence  of  Mrs.  Cahil,  and  he  believed  might  have  had 
the  bond  in  truft.  The  note  he  acknowledged  to  have  ante- 
dated to  the  day  he  received  the  money  j cannot  charge 
his  memory  with-  having  antedated  it  within  the  period  of 
his  minority  ; was  of  age  in  gt,  and  the  tranfa£lion  of  the 
fettlement  was  in  June  1793;  received  an  angry  letter 
from  his  auet,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  touching  this  bufinefs,  but 
docs  not  recolleft  that  it  contained  any  charge  againft  him 
of  having  deceived  an  old,  blind  and  helplefs  woman. — 
Mrs.  Reynolds  fomc  fhort  time  fince  brought  him  the  bond 
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and  note,  telling  him  that  Mrs.  Cahil  had  given  them  to 
her  to  deliver  to  him  as  the  right  owner.  Mrs  Oliver  Bond, 
he  faid,  went  to  Mrs.  Cahil  to  get  up  the  papers  from  her, 
he  fuppofed,  in  order  to  injure  him  ; offered  her  moreover 
a bribe  to  profecute  him  for  an  alleged  fraud,  and  threat- 
ened her  with  a gaol  if  (he  did  not  comply.  Mrs.  Cahil 
anfwered,  that  he,  the  witnefs,  had  always  behaved  to  her 
like  an  honourable  gentleman,  and  rejected  her  bribe. 
Mrs.  Bond  then  offered  to  give  her  a confiderablc  fum  of 
money  to  deliver  the  papers,  which  Ihe  again  refufed,  alleg- 
ing fhe  had  given  them  to  the  right  owner. — In  the  courfe 
of  the  crofs-examination,  witnefs  aflbrted  he  had  paid  the 
money  to  Mrs.  Cahil,  and  difeharged  his  obligation  by  paf- 
fing  negotiable  notes  for  the  demand,  part  of  which  he  had 
taken  up  as  they  fell  due,  and  part  remaining  out,  not  hav- 
ing become  due.  When  he  received  the  fiftitious  bond  and 
note  from  Mrs.  Reynolds,  he  burned  them. 

Being  asked  if  Mr.  Cope  did  not  threaten  to  profecute 
him  as  a fwindler  for  taking  double  credit  for  1000/.  in  the 
courfe  of  their  dealings,  replied  in  the  negative,  and  ex- 
plained the  circumftance  to  which  it  referred,  by  adverting 
to  the  tranfadlion  of  having  given  him  a mortgage  for  5060/. 
on  part  of  the  property  of  theprefent  Sir  Duke  Gifford, 
which  witnefs  purchafed  during  his  father’s  life-time. 
With  this  mortgage  he  paffed  his  perfonal  iecurity,  con- 
tinuing ftill  to  deal  with  him,  and  incurring  a debt  on  ba- 
lance of  account  of  loooi.  behde.  Wifhing  to  refeue  his 
perfonal  fecurity,  he  offered  Mr.  Cope  loool.  to  relinquifii^ 
it.  But  he  muft  confefs  that  on  Mr.  Cope  fhortly  after  de- 
manding a fettlement  of  the  balance  due  to  him,  he,  the 
witnefs,  attempted  to  ftipulatc,  that  on  paying  him  the 
|OOOj.  due  on  account,  Mr.  Cope  ihould  relioquiih  his  per- 
fonal fjgcprity  connected  with  the  mortgage  for  the  5000I.J 
againft  this  Mr.  Cope  ftrenuoufly  expoftulated,  and  at 
length  became  difpleafed,  offering  him,  however,  one  week, 
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. and  no  more,  to  confider  on  his  conduft,  and  come  to  ^ 
fair  fettlement.  The  week  having  expired  before  he  could 
fatisfy  Mr.  Cope,  being  then  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  the 
latter  wrote,  a very  earneft  letter  to  Mr.  Val.  O'Connor, 
his  ^tiend)  on  the  fubjc€t,  which  My.  0‘Conn(jr  tranfinitt- 
cd  to  him.  in  th.c  conntry,  together  with  a letter  of  his  own, 
in  which  he  reproached  witnefs  very  roundly  for  ingrati- 
tude and -inifconduft  to  Mr.  Cope.  When  he  received  the 
letter,  he  was  returning  from  a journey  to  his  hopfe  in  the 
county  of  Kjijdare,  where  be  would  have  refted,  but  inftead 
^ilighting.  he  purfued  his  way  to  town.  Went  ftraight 
to  Mr.  Val..  O'Connor’s,  and  from  thenpe  to  Mr.  Cope, 
.wboui  he  fatished  without  helitation. 

^ On  being  alked  if  he  ever  denied  to  anyone  that  the  bond 
^.fpliich  he  got  from  Mrs.  Cahil  was  not  the  real  one  ? re- 
adied he  did  not.  On  being  asked  wl^en  he  burned  the 
bond  ? replied,  about  14  or  15  days  agq. 

, Was  it  or  was  it  not  previous  to  your  receiving  a fum- 
cnons  to  attend  the  court  as  a witnefs,  on  the  trial.  Mr. 
Reynolds  received  the  bond  from  Mrs.  Cahil  ? A.  I can- 
not fay  ; but  I am  certain  that  Mrs.  Reynolds  never  f bought 
abputa  fumaaons  when  Ihe  went  to  Mrs.  Cahil.  Witnefs 
fasd  he  burned  the  papers  after  Mrs.  Bond  had  endeavoured 
to  get  them  from  Mrs.  Cahil,  he  was,  fure  for  the  purpofe 
of  injuring  him. — Acknowledged  he  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  afterwards  the  oath  of  an  United-Irifhman  ; 
that  the  latter  was  adminiftered  with  more  folemnity  than 
the  former ; he  took  an  oath  of  fecrecy  to  the  fraternity  of 
United- 1 firfimen  belide.  When  he  took  thefe  Oaths  he 
knew  the  extent  of  the  views  which  the  parties  had  in  bind- 
ing themfelves,  being  no  lefs  than  to  deftroy  the  Govern- 
ment and  fubvert  the  Conftitution.  He  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance before  he  took  the  latter  ; had  b^ecome  a ^eoman, 
but  took  no  oath  in  confequence.  Took  both  the  paths,  he 
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acknowledged,  with  equal  intent  to  keep  each — Being 
asked  when  his  mother  died,  and  if  he  prefcribed  for  her  in 
the  laft  ficknefs  ? replied,  Ihe  died  laft  November — he  did 
not  know  of  what  difeafe,  and  never  prefcribed  for  her. 
Said  he  had  a filler  married  to  a Mr.  Prendergaft,  and 
knows  nothing  of  any  deed  of  annuity  perfecled  to  her; 
knows  a certain  deed  not  of  annuity,  attempted  to  have  been 
perfected. 

William  Bellingham  Swan,  Efq  ; — fworn  and  examined 
by  the  Prime  Serjeant. — Identified  the  prifoner,  whom  he 
faw  on  the  12th  of  March  laft  at  the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bend, 
in  Bridge-ftreet.  Difeovered  him  with  thirteen  or  fourteen 
more  in  company  in  a back  room ; having  received  previous 
information  that  he  would  find  them  there,  he  went  thi- 
ther, accompanied  by  three  ferjeants  in  the  army  drelTed  in 
coloured  clothes,  two  of  whom  he  polled  in  different  fitu- 
ations  to  fecure  the  hall  and  inner  doors.  He  entered  the 
houfe  with  a Serjeant  M‘Doogan,  of  the  Dunbarton  fen- 
cibles,  who  alfo  accompanied  him  up  Hairs  ; and  ‘on  en- 
tering the  room  faw  a certain  perfon  at  a table,  with  a pa- 
per before  him  ; he  faw  the  prifoner  with  the  words  newly 
written  on  the  paper,  “ I,  A.  B.  do  foleranly  declare  that 
I have  been  duly  elected.”  When  witnefs  entered  the 
room,  he  found  the  perfons  feated  at  the  table,  with  pa- 
pers lying  before  them,  on  which  he  defired  the  parties  to 
hold  up  their  hands  : this  he  did  left  they  IhouJd  deftroy  the 
papers,  and  threatened  to  fire  on  'them  if  they  refufed  to 
comply.  He  found  a prayer-book  on  the  table,  with  va- 
rious papers  on  their  perfons  5 and  Serjeant  xM^Doogan 
having  by  his  directions  approached  the  fire  place,  . in 
fearching  for  papers  there,  he  difeovered  a bundle  with  a 
memorandum-book,  which  he  brought  to  him.  In  the 
room  he  found  the  following  perfons,  of  whofe  names  and 
places  to  whicfi  they  acknowledged  to  have  belonged, 
be  took  a lift,  which  he  read— - 
VoL.  Ill:  E s 
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Mr.  Ivers,  Carlow  ; Laurence  Kelly,  Queen’s-couhty  ; 
George  Cummin,  Kildare*,  Edward  Hudfon,  Grafton-ftreet; 

■John  Lynch,  Mary’s* Abbey  ; Sam.  Griffin,  Tullah,  co. 
Carlow  ; Thomas  Reynolds,  Clonmelton  ; prifbner, 
Church-ftreet  ; Patrick  Devine,  Ballymanner,  co.  Dublin ; 
Thomas  Traynor,  Poolbeg-llreet  5 Wm.  Byrne,  Summer- 
hill  ; Chrif,  Martin,  Dunboyne  ; Peter  Baiinon,  Portarling- 
ton  ; James  Rofe,  Windy-harbour. — 

Richard  Dillon,  Bridge-ftreet,  who  fald  he  only  followed 
the  army  into  the  houfe,  and  was  in  a few  days  afterwards 
difcharged.  He  arrived  at  eleven  o’clock  exa6lly,  and  en- 
tered by  a pafs-word  which  the  ferjeant  procured,  and 
which  was,  “ where  is  M‘Cann  i Is  Ivers  from  Carlow 
come 

Arthur  Guinnefs,  junior,  fworn  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Mayne. — Depo fed  that  he  knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
and  is  acquainted  with  his  hand  writing;  believes  the  paper 
No.  I,  prefentedto  him,  to  be  the  prifoner’s  hand  writing; 
to  the  paper  No.  2,  he  could  not  fwear;  apart  of  No.  3 
was  in  the  prifoner’s  hand-writing ; No.  4,  a letter  addrefled 
to  Edward  Ratigan,  Efq;  he  proved  to  be  the  prifoner’s 
hand* writing ; all  of  Nos.  5,  (5,  and  7 he  proved,  except 
the  fignature  of  Mr.  Swan.  No.  1 was  a letter  directed  to 
M.  Byrne,  Efq;  Grumley’s  Hotel,  addrelfed  thus:  “ Bro- 
ther, inclofed  you  have  a letter  to  citizen  F.  (/.  e*  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald)  will  make  inquiries  to  know  if  L.  E.  F. 

(the  fame)  is  in  town,  if  not  you  may  fee  him  at  the  Rock: 

I am  to  organize  a new  fet  this  evening,  and  to  attend  my 
B.  C.  (Baronial  Committee)  which  may  detain  me  longer 
than  I thought  5 but  it  is  probable  I may  fee  you  at  ten  |j 


o’clock. 


(Signed) 


“ J. 


No.  2, 
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No.  2,  letters  and  lifts,  cn  which  appeared  returns  of 
armed  men  from  different  counties  of  the  province  of  Lein- 
fter,  amounting  in  all  to  67,295,  of  whom  Wicklow  re- 
turned 12,095,  Queeffs  county  11,689,  Carlow  9414, 
Meath  14,000,  Kildare  10,863,  and  the  county  of  Kilken- 
ny but  604.  This  lift  and  two  duplicates  thereof  were 
dated  the  i8th  and  19th  of  February  laft ; the  amount  of 
money  received  did  not  appear  to  exceed  40/.  i8r.  ^d.  At 
the  foot  of  No.  2 were  certain  refolutions,  which  appeared, 
as  ftated  by  the  Solicitor-General,  to  have  been  formed  on 
the  fery  night  (February  19th,  1798)  when  the  Earl  of 
Moira  moved  the  queftion  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  the  diftra^fed  ftate  of  this  kingdom.  The 
Refolutions  are  as  follow  : 

“ Refolved,  That  we  will  pay  no  attention  to  any  niea- 
fure  which  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom  may  adopt  to 
divert  the  public  mind  from  the  grand  objeft  we  have  in 
view,  as  nothing  lefs  than  the  complete^  emancipation  of 
“ our  country  can  fatisfy  us. 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  if  the  other  provinces  be  in  the  fame  ftate  of  for- 
wardnefs,  as  to  men,  arms,  &c.  as  Leinftej,  as  foon  as 
“ we  can  obtain  information  thereof,  we  will  immediately 
proceed  to  aft  \ and  that  the  Executive  be  requefted  10 
“ take  fuch  mealures  as  fhall  bring  about  an  Union  of  the 
provinces.” 

Another  Refolution  was,  That  the  Committee  of  Five 
« do  prepare  a military  teft  to  be  laid  before  the  Provinci- 
als at  their  next  meeting.” 

Another  Refolution  recommended  the  appointment  of  an 
Adjutant  General  from  three  officers  from  each  regiment, 
whofe  names  fhould  be  fent  in  to  the  Executive  Direflory, 
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by  their  refpe^^ive  Colonels,  and  the  proper  officer  for  that 
appointment  to  be  from  thence  felecfted  by  the  Directory. 

Another  Refolution  went  to  order  fixteen  guineas  to 
purchafe  a horfe  for  a Delegate  to  be  fent  with  orders  from 
the  Executive,  and  when  there  fhould  be  no  further  ufe  for 
him  to  be  fold,  and  the  value  depoiited  in  the  treafury. 

Another  Refolution  went  to  requeft  the  Executive  to  ac- 
count for  a fum  of  fixty  guineas,  with  which  they  were 
chargeable. 

The  Military  Teft  was  alfo  found,  and  ran  as  follows ; — 

<<  I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  that  I will  perform  my  duty, 
and  obey  all  lawful  commands  of  my  officers,  v/hile  they 
in  due  fubordination  to  the  lawful  Committee.” 

After  the  examination  of  a few  more  whneffies  for  and  a- 
gainft  the  prifoner,  Mr.  Curran  occupied  two  hours  in 
fpeaking  to  evidence,  and  Mr.  Saurin’s  addrefs  to  the  Jury 
in  reply,  occupied  nearly  the  fame  fpace  of  time.  In  the 
interval  between  both  fpeeches,  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Cope, 
and  Mr.  Furlong,  of  Aungier-ftreet,  depofed  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  witnefs  Reynolds,  that  notwithftanding  any 
public  rumours  to  his  prejudice,  from  their  long  acquain- 
tance with  hirn,  and  their  extenhve  dealings,  they  believed 
him  as  worthy  of  credit  on  his  oath  as  any  other  man  in  the 
community.  This  they  re-alTerted  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Court,  after  an  ingenious  crofs-examination. 

Alter  Mr.  Saurin’s  addrels  to  the  Jury,  Mr.  Baron  Smith 
laid  down  the  law  of  High  Treafon  in  his  charge  to  them, 
and  recapitulated  the  evidence  with  a variety  of  candid  and 
pertinent  obfervations,  and  a ftrong  remark  that  whatever 
degree  of  turpitude  might  appear  generally  to  have  fwayed 
the  principles  and  conduit  of  Reynolds  through  life,  the 
Jury  were  not  warranted  to  reject  his  teftimony  iolely  on 

that 
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that  ground,  the  moft  they  were  entitled  to  do  was,  to  weigh 
his  tefrimony  with  due  conlideration  of  the  corroborating 
circumilances  contrafted  with  the  fufpicion  of  his  veracity 
which  the  witnefs^s  condudt  or  charadler  might  excite. 

The  Jury  retired,  and  in  two  mintites  returned  a verdlcTr 
-^Guilty. 


SPECIAL  COMMISSION. 

The  Trial  of  Michael  William  Btene, 

M.  W.  BYRNE  having  been  put  to  the  bar  on  trial 
for  Eligh  Treafon,  fifteen  peremptory  challenges  were  made 
on  the  part  of  the  prifoner — fixteen  out  of  the  pannel  fet 
afide  for  want  of  freeholds,  and  fourteen  fet  afide  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  the  following  jury  were  fworn : 


J,  AJI^ley^  foreman, 
JV,  Pike, 

C.  Bingham,  ' 

G.  Barley^  jun. 


M.  Hay, 
y.  Crojlhwait, 
TV,  Long, 

G.  Walker, 


y,  Manders, 
B.  Simpfon, 

W,  IVainrighi , 
F»  Parker: 


The  indi£tment  againfi:  the  prifoner  confifted  of  two 
counts — firft,  “ compafling  and  imagining  the  ^King’s 
death;’*  fecond,  adhering  to  his  enemies  now  at  war  with 
him.*’  To  fupport  the  firft  count  the  ten  following  overt- 
a<fts  were  laid,  and  eight  out  of  the  ten  went  to  iupport  the 
fecond  count; 


- ‘‘  Firft,  Aftembling  and  confpiring  with  other  falfe  trai- 
tors unknown,  to  ftir  up  rebellion  within  the  kingdom— 
and  procuring  arms,  ammunition,  and  a number  of  armed 
men  to  be  employed  in  effected  the  fame. — ad,  x'.ilsmbling 
and  confpiring  to  dcpofe  the  King. — 3d,  Confpiring  tq 
overturn  by  force  the  lawful  Governpient  of  the  country, 

and 
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and  change  by  force  the  Conftitution. — 4th,  Aflcmbling 
with  other  falfe  traitors  to  coniult  on  the  means  of  raifing 
rebellion,  &c. — 5th,  AlTembling,  &c.  to  confult  on  the 
means  of  depohng  the  King. — 6th,  Becoming  a member  of 
a treafonable  fociety  called  United  Irifhmen,  the  better  to 
efFeft  the  purpofes  aforefaid. — 7th,  AlTembling  to  take  and 
receive  returns  and  accounts  of  men,  names  and  officers, 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.  to  be  employed  in  raifing  and  levy- 
ing war  and  rebellion  — 8 th,  Procuring  and  obtaining  cer- 
tain paper  writings  refpe^fing  the  aforefaid  returns  of  men, 
arms,  &c. — 9th,  Affembling  with  other  traitors  at  the 
houfe  of  Oliver  Bond,  in  Bridge-ftreet,  to  confult  on  the 
means  of  raifing  rebellion.  — loth,  AfTembling  at  faid  houfe 
to  take  and  receive  returns  and  accounts  of  men,  arms,  and 
anamunition,  Szc.  as  aforefaid,-’ 

The  Prime  Serjeant,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  ftated  the 
cafe,  and  briefly  adverted  to  the  law  refpeffing  the  crime 
of  compafiing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  King;  a 
crime,  he  faid,  neither  capable  of  being  aggravated,  nor  ad- 
mitting of  extenuation  ; and  called 

William  Bellingham  Swan,  Efcj ; who  was  fworn — ex- 
amined by*the  Attorney  General. 

He  is  a jufticc  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  and 
confidentially  employed  under  the  authority  of  Govern- 
ment, as  a peace  officer  ; in  confequence  of  a warrant  from 
Mr.  Pelham,  the  late  Secretary,  to  arrefl:  a convention  of 
perfons  afiembled  at  the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bond,  on  the  12th 
March  laft,  on  that  day  he  repaired  thither,  accompanied 
by  thirteen  military  ferjeants  in  coloured  deaths,  one  of 
whom  he  ordered  to  go  before  the  party  and  procure  ad- 
mittance by  the  following  pafs-vyord,  Where  is  M‘Cann.^ 
Is  Ivers,  from  Carlow,  comer”  Having  gained  admittance, 
witnefs  proceeded  to  the  room  where  his  informations  ftated 
that  confpirators  were  to  meet — it  was  a back-room,  on  en- 
tering 
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tering  which  he  perceived  a number  of  men  in  fmaji 
groupes,  and  one  man  fitting  at  a table  with  papers  and  a 
prayer-book  before  him. — He  fnapped  at  a paper  on  which 
the  man  had  apparently  been  writing,  the  ink  being  wet, 
and  in  his  anxiety  to  come  at  it,  the  man  efcaped  and  join- 
ed one  of  the  parties  who  were  handing  in  the  room,  i'o 
that  he  could  not  afterwards  identify  him.  After  feizing; 
on  the  paper,  he  cocked  a piftol  and  told  the  perfons  in  the 
room  to  hold  up  their  hands^  and  threatened  to  fire  on 
them  if  they  attempted  to  deftroy  a fingle  bit  of  paper  re- 
maining, and  he  gave  previous  directions  to  the  ferjeants 
to  be  exaCt  in  examining  the  hands  of  the  parties  within, 
left  they  might  attempt  to  deftroy  any, — The  witnefs  here 
identified  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  as  one  of  the  party.  He 
took  a lift  of  the  parties  names  and  rcfidences.  On  the  pri- 
foner he  fonnd  a letter  written  to  him  by  M‘Cann,  having 
relation  to  a connexion  with  the  late  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, and  beginning  in  the  fraternal  ftile,  with  ^he  word 
brother  ; feveral  other  papers  were  found  in  the  room  alfo, 
and  one  particularly  on  the  perfon  of  one  Lynch,  which 
was  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner,  and  importing  to 
be  an  addrefs  from  the  county  of  Wicklow  committee  to 
their  confiituents,  and  which  was  nearly  as  follows^  viz. 

The  C. — W. — C. — inform  their  conftituents  that  by 
advice  from  the  Provincial  Committee,  it  appears  very 
flattering  accounts  have  been  received  from  abroad,  which 
will  in  a few  days  be  officially  handed  down.  The  provin- 
cial returns  of  men  have  been  only  encreafed  a few  rhoufi- 
and  fince  the  laft  country  report,  but  this  is  accounted  for 
by  fome  new  members  not  yet  come  in—The  C.  C re- 
comii\cnded  to  their  conftituents  to  pay  no  attention  to  fly- 
ing reports  calculated  by  falfe  emilTaries  for  the  purpofe  of 
leading  the  people  aftray  and  difunitlng  them  ; The  C 
hear  with  regret  the  diiratisfaction  exprefied  by  the  B. 

C.  [fuppofed  barony  of  New  Caftle]  as  not  being  luf- 

ficientJy 
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ficiently  fupplled  with  arms,  &c.  they  aflure  them  that 
every  exertion  to  that  effect  is  making,  and  that  quantities 
of  p“k>6,  (ftippofed  pikes)  are  now  ready  manufa£tured 
for  delivery,  but  at  the  fame  time,  recommend  to  have  as 
many  made  as  poffiblein  each  B — [fuppofed  barony]  as  they 
will  thereby  become  much  cheaper.’' 

[Here  theaddrefs  contained  an  obfervation  on  feme  want 
of  regularity  in  the  payments  of  money  made  by  the  ba- 
ronial treafurer.] 

The  C.  feels  with  concern  the  apathy  of  their  fellow 
Cits,  f fuppofed  citizens]  of  the  C-—W— [county  Wick- 
low] who  refufe  to  contribute  the  trifling  fum  of  one  penny 
per  man,  to  the  relief  of  their  brethren  in  Wicklow  gaol, 
where  many  innocent  citizens  are  in  want  of  the  neceflfaries 
of  life,  and  choofe  rather  to  famifh  than  betray  the  truft 
repofed  in  them.  > C.  C.  inform  their  conftituents  that  they 
are  in  debt  to  one  perfori  who  advanced  i8A  45.  7.d.  to 
the  relief  of  prifoners.  — [Here  paper  Bates  the  number  of 
brethren  imprifoned,  and  the  baronies  they  belonged  to, 
making  in  all  forty-two.  It  urged  the  payment  of  fub- 
feriptions,  and  exhorted  to  a full  and  punctual  attendance 
at  the  next  meeting,  as  there  was  to  be  tranfadled  buflnefs 
of  the  utmofl:  importance.  3 At  the  foot  of  the  addrefs  wis 
a memorandum  or  return  of  men  in  feveral  baronies,  a- 
mounting  in  the  grofs  to  I2,OvDO  men,  and  having  annexed 
to  each  barony  fums  received  for  account  of  prifoners. 
The  money  amounted  to  162/.  35.  4c/.  out  of  which 
73/.  4/.  6d.  was  paid  on  account  of  prifoners,  and  the 
balance  was  the  fund  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  county 
treafurero  It  alfo  contained  a return  of  divers  arms,  &c. 

Mr.  Curran,  as  Counfel  for  the  pri Toner,  aiked  the  wit- 
nefs  on  crofs-examination — If  the  prifoner  was  not  Band- 
ing at  the  door  when  the  witnefs  went  in  ?”  Anfwered,  he 
did  not  recollect:. 


•Williams, 
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— • Williams,  Efq;  BarriiVer  at  Law,  being  fworn. 

Knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar— that  he  has  Icen  him 
write,  and  was  acquainted  with  his  hand-writing.  A 
paper,  No.  3,  was  produced  to  the  witnefs,  the  ift,  2d, 
and  part  of  the  3d  fide  of  which  he  believed  to  be  pri- 
foner’s  hand-writing;  the  figures  thereon  he  could  not 
fwear  to. 

Mr.  Arthur  Guinnels,  jun.  was  produced  to  fwear  to  the 
hand-writing  of  M‘Cann,  in  the  papers  found  at  this  meet- 
ing, and  publifhed  in  our  report  of  his  trial.  They  were 
here  reforted  to  as  part  of  the  written  evidence  in  proof  of 
the  obje£l  and  intention  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  prifoner 
was  found. 

Mr.  Bufhc,  as  Counfel  for  the  prifoner,  rofe  to  object  to 
this  fpecies  of  evidence,  on  the  ground  that  a letter  found 
on  the  prifoner’s  perfon  not  being  his  own  hand-writing, 
was  not  admiffible  evidence  in  point  of  law,  nor  was  the 
production  of  papers  found  in  the  fame  room  with  the  pri- 
foner at  the  time  he  was  arrefted  fufficient  to  operate  againft 
him,  no  evidence  of  the  alledged  croiifpiracy  having  been 
adduced. 

Attorney  General  in  reply  laid,  that  if  in  this  cafe  he 
made  a concellion  to  alter  the  arrangement  of  the  evidence, 
having  ample  parole  evidence  to  produce  of  the  confpiracy, 
befide  the  internal  written  evidence  in  the  papers  found  in 
the  room,  it  would  operate  forcibly  for  the  great  purpofe 
which  the  Crown  had  in  view  to  put  down  the  rebellion, 
not  yet  extinguifhed,  by  making  a falutary  example  of  the 
perfons  moft  confpicuous  in  fomenting  it.  In  reply  to 
the  objeftion  againft  the  produdtion  of  a letter  written  to 
the  prifoner,  and  found  in  his  pocket,  he  was  proceeding 
to  cite  the  cafe  of  Lord  Prefton,  where  letters  addreffed  to 
him  and  found  in  the  boat  which  was  conveying  him  to 
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France,  were  admitted  in  evidence,  when  the  Court  over- 
ruled Mr.  Bufhe’s  obje£lion. 

Thomas  Reynolds,  E-fqj  fworn — and  examined  by  Mr. 
^aurin. 

Nearly  retailed  the  evidence  he  gave  on  the  trial  of 
McCann,  omitting  only  the  circumftance  of  going  to  Lein- 
fter  houfe  to  confer  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  In 
Rating  how  the  different  committees  of  United  Iriflimen 
were  organized  and  linked  with  each  other,  he  mentioned 
how  the  money  in  their  funds  was  to  be  appropriated.  He 
faid  it  was  applied  various  ways ; principally  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  in  the  fupport  of  the 
families  of  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  fly  the  country  ; alfo 
to  fupport  prifoners,  and  to  fee  lawyers  on  the  profccution 
of  fuch  of  their  fraternity  as  were  to  be  tried  on  criminal 
charges.  He  mentioned  that  in  baronial  committees  it  was 
a frequent  praflice  to  read  lifts  of  informers,  fpies,  and 
others  any  way  obnoxious  to  their  principles  or  inftitu^ 
tion. 

In  the  witnefs*s  crofs-examination  by  Mr.  B^fhe,  there 
was  no  material  deviation  from  what  he  ftated  in  that 
which  occurred  on  the  trial  of  McCann.  Touchii%  the 
tranfa£lion  in  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  ftigmatiz^  him 
with  having  purloined  the  300/.  which  he  paid  his  mother- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Witherington,  and  fojr  which  he  had  her 
receipt,  it  appeared  that  his  mother-in*  law  was  not  an  in- 
mate in  his  family  5 that  fhe  rented  a houfe  from  him  in 
Afh-ftreet,  where  her  husband  and  one  of  her  fons  lived 
with  her  conftantly,  and  where  he  was  only  a frequent 
vifitor.  He  denied  having  given  any  wine  to  his  mother 
in  her  lafi  illnefs,  or  having  taken  a bottle  of  wine  away 
with  him  from  her  apartment,  which  fhe  refufed  to  drink 
of.  Being  afked  if  he  expected  any  additional  reward  or 
compenfation  for  lofles  from  Government  to  requite  his 
fcrviccs,  replied  he  did  not. 


Q^Would 
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Would  you  accept  of  any  if  tendered  to  you  i — A. 

1 can't  anfwer  what  I would  do;  I can  only  fpeak  of  what 
I have  done. 

From  the  prcfent  difpofition  of  your  mind,  can  ypu 
anfwer  whether  you  would  accept  of  a reward  or  not, 
if  immediately  offered  to  you  ? — A.  I would  not. 

Would  you  accept  of  a reward  to-morrow  ?— A.  If 
you  alk  me  to-morrow  I'll  make  you  an  anf\ver. 

Gan  you  guefs  in  round  numbers,  you  need  not  mind 
fraftions,  how  many  oaths  you  have  taken  within  thefe  fix 
months  ?--A.  About  fevcn  or  eight. 

W’ere  they  all  confiftent  with  each  other  ? — A.  They 
were  not ; but  I truft  that  the  oath  I have. taken  in  court 
this  day,  added  to  that  I have  taken  on  the  laft  profecution, 
will  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man,  abfolvc  me  from  my 
former  crimes.  [Our  readers  will  pleafe  to  remark  that 
the  witnefs  fwore  in  his  dire^f  examination  on  M‘ Gann’s 
trial,  as  well  as  on  this,  <<  that  he  was  induced  to  commu- 
nicate the  informations  he  gave  Mr.  Cope  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  Government,  by  the  horror  he  conceived  at  the  crimes 
to  which  the  fehemes  of  his  aflbeiates  would  lead."]  He 
faid’  he  did  not  recolledl:  having  taken  a voluntary  oath  at 
Naas  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  a charge  of  having  betrayed ' 
the  United  Irifhmen,  but  he  gave  the  mofl:  folemn  alTur- 
ances  to  a Mr.  Flood,  at  Naas,  who  told  him  that  he  was 
afperfed  with  having  betrayed  his  friends,  that  he  had  not 
done  fo.  Thefe  affurances  he  faid  were  extorted  from  him 
by  a juft  apprehenfion  that  he  otherwife  might  be  afialli- 
nated  ; and  were  it  requifitc,  he  would  give  fifteen  times 
as  many  affurances,  and  take  fifteen  times  the  number  of 
oaths  he  had  taken,  to  fave  his  life. 


Being 
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Being  afked  what  were  the  principal  objects  to  which  the 
firft  oath  of  an  United  Irifhman  was  directed  ? He  replied, 
to  obtain  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment, and  an  emancipation  of  the  Catholics.  Being  alked 
why  the  real  views  of  this  fraternity,  (that  of  fubflituting  a 
republican  form  of  government  in  this  kingdom,  as  he 
fwore,  after  fubverting  the  Conflitutionj  was  not  avowed 
as  an  obligation  in  the  teft  oath?  he  replied,  that  fuch 
views  were  ftudioufly  concealed  in  the  oath  under  the  mask 
of  reform  and  emancipation,  left  by  having  their  fchemes 
too  fuddenly  developed  it  might  deter  people  from  uniting 
with  them. 

Did  not  numbers  of  people  join  the  caufe,  who  never 
thought  the  objedl  of  the  fociety  extended  beyond  parlia- 
nsent ary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipation  ?•- — -A.  There 
did,  hundreds  upon  hundreds. 

Thomas  Miller,  fworn  and  examined  by  the  Solicitor 
General — Depofed  that  he  was  an  United  Irifhman,  and 
knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  whom  he  identified  ; that  he 
lived  within  three  miles  of  the  prifoner  in  the  co.  Wicklow; 
that  the  prifoner  fent  for  him  before  he,  the  witnefs, 
ever  knew  him  *,  that  on  going  to  the  prifoner’s  houfe,  ac- 
cording to  the  mefTage  he  received,  he  met  the  prifoner 
on  the  road,  who  afked  him  if  he  was  an  United  Irifhman? 
witnefs  replied  he  was  : the  prifoner  then  obferved  that  he 
was  appointed  to  regulate  the  barony  or  half- barony  of 
Rathdown  in  that  way,  and  afked  witnefs  fhortly  after  if 
he  could  bring  in  a return  of  120  men  from  the  parifh  of 
Powerfcourt  ? Witnefs  replied  to  the  prifoner,  that  he  be- 
lieved he  could.  Prifoner  then  fhewed  witnefs  the  form 
of  the  return  he  was  to  make — was  in  three  weeks  after 
in  company  with  the  prifoner,  at  a houfe  in  the  Glen  of 
the  Downs — many  others  of  their  fociety  were  prefent,  who 
ele^ed  him  to  accompany  the  prifoner  to  a county  meeting 
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to  be  held- at  Anna  Curry— the  county,  however,  did  not 
meet  then  according  to  appointment,  as  there  were  net 
members  enough — law  the  prifoner  afterwards  at  a meeting 
in  Francis-ftreet,  wheje  nothing  material  happened  except 
a controverfy  whether  they  Cbould  rife  of  themfelves  or 
wait  for  the  French — the  latter  was  determined  on.  At 
a meeting  in  Francis- flreet  Ihortly  after,  hefaw  the  prifoner 
again  who  paid  him  feme  money. — Witnefs  got  eighty- 
four  or  eighty- five  pikes  made  by  a fmith,  which  he  gave 
up  and  down  to  the  people  of  the  divilioQ  to  which  he  be- 
longed— thofe  to  whom  he  gave  them  fubferibed  a Ihilling 
a-piece  for  them,  and  the  money  he  received  for  the  pikes 
he  paid  over  to  the  prifoner.  He  gave  voluntary  informa- 
tions of  this  bulinefs  to  Lord  Powerfeourt  and  Lord  Monk, 
knowing  himfelf  to  be  in  danger,  and  having  been  obliged 
to  abfeond  and  join  the  camp  at  Blackmore-hill;  he  thought 
giving  the  informations  might  fecure  him  from  being  taken. 
It  appeared  alfo  that  he  was  eleded  a captain  over  120 
men. 

On  crofs-examination  by  Mr.  Curran,  it  came  out  that 
the  witnefs  had  no  trade  or  calling,  but  lived  with  his  fa- 
mily dependant  on  his  father,  who  was  a working  farmer 
— he  acknowledged  having  frequently  ftolen  (or  as  he  ex- 
prelTed  it,  “ taken  without  leave”)  holly-timber,  and  other 
kinds  of  timber  to  make  cars,  &c.  which  he  fold  in  Dublin 
— he  was  in  no  battle  during  the  rebellion,  for  when  the 
army  approached  their  camp,  his  friends  retreated  ; his 
company,  he  faid,  laid  down  their  arms  before  he  took  re- 
fuge in  the  camp. 

James  Ryan  fworn  and  examined  by  Mr.  Webber, — 
Said  that  he  was  a fhoemaker,  and  knew  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar ; acknowledged  himfelf  an  United  Irilhman  fince 
April  1797.  He  was  appointed  fecretary  to  a meeting  the 
harveft  after — he  faw  the  prifoner  at  a meeting,  where  he 
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told  the  focicty  that  he  was  head  delegate  from  the  county 
— prdoner  then  afked  the  fociety  if  they  had  formed  the 
military  fyftem  yet  ? to  which  witnefs  replied  they  had  not, 
but  that  he  had  formed  the  fplits.  Prifoner  then  called  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  on  which  he  wrote,  “We  theunder- 
figned  (meaning  certain  authorifed  individuals)  do  hereby 

certify  that  we  are  fatisfied  with  the  conduft  of , fince 

his  commencement  with  us,  and  do  fend  him  forward  in  a 
military . capacity  to  a£t  as  our  ferjeant.  This  paper  was 
produced  to  the  witnefs  and  identified  by  him.  Witnefs 
depofed  that  he  underftood  the  object  of  their  fociety  was 
to  overturn  the  King  and  Conftitution,  and  to  put  to  death 
every  one  who  was  not  an  United  Irifhman.  Prifoner  at 
this  meeting  faid  it  was  ordered  that  they  fhould  lie  by 
for  three  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which,  by  every  information 
he  could  procure,  the  French  would  land,  and  then  they 
fhould  rife  to  aid  and  aflift  them.  He  faid  it  was  refolved 
that  rewards  of  different  proportions  of  the  lands  and  pro- 
perties belonging  to  thofe  who  fhould  be  difpoffeffed,  fhould 
be  given  to  thofe  who  fhould  fight  in  their  caufe  according 
to  their  refpeftive  merits.  When  witnefs  folmd  that  the 
time  for  rifing  was  approaching,  he  on  the  20th  of  May  laft 
communicated  thefe  his  informations  to  Lord  Powerfeourt 
and  Lord  Monk  voluntarily,  and  without  any  hope  of  re- 
ward. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Bufhe. — Said,  that  whipping  had 
not  been  introduced  by  the  military  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
low when  he  gave  the  informations,  confequently  he  was 
not  in  dread  of  being  whipped — was  neither  offered  or  pro- 
mifed  any  kind  of  reward  by  Lord  Powerfeourt  or  Lord 
Monk. 

f 

William  Cope,  Efq;  corroborated  that  part  of  Reynolds's 
teftimony,  refpeef ing  the  converfation  with  him  on  the 
journey  from  Sir  Duke  Giffprd's,  as  ftated  in  McCann’s 
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trial,  and  the  informations  he  procured  from  him  in  con- 
fequence. 

[Here  feveral  of  the  papers  difeovered  were  read  by  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  Crown  to  the  jury — one  of  which  con- 
tained a caution  againft  receiving  bank  notes,  as  the  revolu- 
tion about  to  be  accomplilhed  muft  necefTarily  fink  their 
value  to  that  of  wafte  paper  : the  others  were  thofe  which 
we  publiflied  in  M‘Cann^s  trial,  together  with  fome  dupli- 
cates of  the  accounts  of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  an- 
nexed to  the  paper  No.  j,  found  on  the  perfon  of  Lynch, 
at  the  meeting  at  Bond’s,  and  proved  by  Counfellor  Williams 
to  be  the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner.] 

The  Crown  here  clofed  the  evidence  for  the  profecution, 
and  adjourned  for  refrefhment  about  five  o’clock. 

The  court  being  relumed,  Mr.  Curran  dated  the  prifon- 
er’s  cafe. 

Mrs.  Anne  Fitzgerald,  fir  ft  witnefs  for  the  prifoner,  and 
aprofefled  religious,  belonging  to  a convent  of  nuns  in 
King  ftreet,  depofed,  that  from  her  particular  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Reynolds,  her  nephew,  and  his  general  charafter, 
he  was  not  worthy  of  credit  on  his  oafh  before  a court  of 
jufticc. 

Mrs.  Molloy,  a grand-aunt  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  teftified 
the  fame — but  on  crofs-examination  it  appeared  fhe  ground- 
ed her  opinion  chiefly  on  the  tranfa^ion  of  Mrs.  Cahill’s 
bond,  as  detailed  in  M‘Cann’s  trial. 

Mifs  Eleanor  Dwyer  nearly  repeated  her  depofitions  on 
M‘Cann’s  trial  refpe^ling  this  bond. 

A Dodlor  Paifley,  from  the  county  of  Wicklow,  depofed 
to  the  chara^er  of  the  prifoner,  whom  he  knew  5 faid  it  was 
a general  good  one,  as  far  as  could  hear  of  him  in  his 
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neighbourhood.  It  appeared  .that  witnefs,  as  well  as  the 
prifoner,  was  a yeoman  in  the  Mount-Kennedy. cavalry, 
and  that  they  both  had  refigned.  The  prifoner,  he  ftated, 
previous  to  his  refignation,  when  the  French  were  at  Bantry 
Bay,  volunteered  marching  to  rehft  them. 

In  the  crofs-examination,  a tedious  detail  of  the  witnefs’s 
motives  for  withdrawing  from,  his  corps  in  November  laft 
occurred,  which  we  omit  to  report,  having  no  elTential  con- 
nexion with  the  trial. 

Captain  Gore  of  the  Mount-Kennedy  cavalry,  was  pro- 
duced to  the  prlfoner’s  charadler,  while  under  his  command. 
He  depofed  that  he  confidered  him  a well-behaved,  gentle- 
manly young  man  j and  affigned  as  a reafon  for  the  pri- 
foneris  quitting  the  corps,  his  having  taken  part  with  a Mr. 
Hoey,  the  prifoner’s  brother-in-law,  in  fome  difference 
which  occurred  between  Mr.  Hoey  and  his  (the  witnefs’s) 
brother.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  prifoner’s  political  con- 
dufl  or  opinions  fince  he  quitted  his  corps,  which  was  a- 
bout  the  month  of  Odlober  laft. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Saurin. — Acknowledged  he 
heard  that  all  the  chief  Roman  Catholics  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow  had  been  aiding  the  rebels,  and  he  knew  the  pri- 
faner  was  among  the  chief  Roman  Catholics. 

Mr.  Furlong,  attorney,  was  called  on  by  the  Crown  to 
(upport  the  charafler  of  the  witnefs,  Reynolds.  He  de- 
pofed that  he  did,  from  his  knowledge  of  him,  and  his 
general  chara£ler,  believe  him  worthy  of  credit  on  his  oath 
in  ti  court  of  juftice. 

Mr.  Bufhe  propofed  to  the  counfel  for  the  Crown  to  reft 
their  cafe  here,  and  let  it  go  to  the  jury  ; which  was  refufed* 
Ml  . Bufhe  then  fpoke  to  evidence  for  near  two  hours. 

Mr.  S. 
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Mr.  S.  0‘Grady,  one  of  the  counfelfor  the  Crown,  fpoke 
Co  evidence  in  reply. 

After  which  each  Judge  refpe^lively  charged  * the  jury, 
who,  after  retiring  a few  minutes,  returned  wtth  a verdidt 
^guilty. 

The  Gaoler,  by  miftake,  having  hand^cuffed  the  prifoner, 
the  Attorney- General  ordered  that  his  hand-CT.Ts  fhould  be 
taken  off  until  he  was  afked  what  he  had  to  fay.  This  being 
done, 

The  prifoner  addrcffed  a few  words  to  the  Court,  ex- 
prefsive  of  his  gratitude  to  his  counfel  for  their  zealous  and 
able  defence  of  him  ; and  hoped,  if  at  all  compatible  with 
The  duty  of  the  bench,  that  they  would  not  proceed  to  len- 
tence  for  a day  or  two,  that  he  might  have  time  to  adjuft, 
his  worldly  and  fpiritual  concerns. 

The  Attorney-General  replied,  that  fentence  may  be 
pronounced,  but  that  his_ execution  fhouid  not  be  precipi- 
tated, and  that  he  fhould  have  every  poffible  indulgence 
confiftent  with  the  nature  of  his  (iluation. 

This  unfortunate  young  man  did  not  appear  to  be  more 
than  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  utmoft.  He 
was  executed  at  the  front  of  the  New  Prifon  on  Wednefday 
the  lyth  of  July,  and  met  his  fate  with  a degree  of  courage 
perhaps  unequalled. 


The  Trial  of  Mr.  Oliver  Bond.  Monday  July  2Sd. 

Mr.  OLIVER  BOND,  indicted  at  the  commifiion 
for  High  Treafon,  offered  two  affidavits  to  the  conhderati- 
on  of  the  court  to  poftpone  his  trial,  one  was  from  himfelf, 
on  the  ground  of  an  encreafed  prejudice  excited  againft  him 
in  the  public  mind  by  a miftatement  in  two  of  the  public 
VoL.  Ill,  I D d prints. 
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prints,  of  a circumftance  reported  in  tlie  trial  of  John 
M‘Cann,  viz.  “ that  the  prifoiier,  with  others  not  yet 
arraigned  for  any  crime,  were  found  by  Juflice  Swan  in 
another  apartment  of  his  houfe,  behde  that  in  which  Mr. 
Swan  arrefted  certain  perfons  now  in  gaol.”  The  other 
affidavit  was  from  the  prifoneris  agent,  Mr.  Johnfon,  ftat- 
jng  that  Mrs.  Molloy  was  a material  witnefs  for  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar,  and  that  having  a relu^lance  to  appear  in  court, 
fhe  could  not  be  found,  fo  as  to  compel  her  attendance. 
Mr.  Curran  and  Mr.  Ponfonby  (poke  to  botn  points.  Mr. 
Attorney-General  on  the  ground  of  miliatement  of  any 
trial  in  the  public  prints,  replied,  that  unlefs  the  prifoner 
could  adduce  proof  that  thefe  publications  were  under  the 
authority  of  the  crown,  the  crown  could  not  be  refponfible 
for  any  miftatement  in  them.  He  was  moreover  inftrutffced 
to  fay,  that  every  poffible  atonement  was  made  for  an  in- 
voluntary miftake  in  the  publications  alluded  to,  by  con- 
tradifling and  reflifying  it  in  the  next  fucceeding  publi- 
cation. Refpefling  the  affidavit  of  the  prifoner’s  agent, 
as  to  the  hon-attendance  of  Mrs.  Molloy,  the  court  were 
already  in  pofleffion  of  the  importance  of  her  teftimony ; 
and  he  appealed  to  them,  whether  in  the  prefent  progrefs 
of  the  arduous  buiinefs  before  them,  it  would  be  prudent 
to  impede  that  progrefs  by  unneceffary  delay.  The  court 
did  not  confider  either  affidavits  as  ground  fufficient  to  poft- 
pbne  the  prifoner’s  trial.  Lord  Garleton  and  Baron  George 
then  retired,  leaving  Judge  Chamberlaine,  Baron  Smith, 
and  Judge  Day  on  the  bench,  before  whom,  on  the  pri- 
foner’s exhaufting  his  challenges,  the  following  jury  were 
fworn  t 

Sir  T.  LtghtofJy  Bt,  R.  Ahnander^  jun.  M.  Roberts^ 

B.  Richardfon,  R.  Hnnna^  J,  ManderSy 

Alderman  Thorpe  R.  Jachfony  y.  Crojihivaitey 

W,  Kirkpatriciy  y.  Murrayj^  U'",  Pike. 
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The  indi^fment  agaiafl  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  was  found- 
ed on  two  rpecies  of  High  Treafon,  viz.  compaffing  and 
imagining  the  death  of  the  King,  and  adhering  to  his  ene- 
^mie?/’  In  fupport  of  each  the  ten  following  overt-a6ts 
were  laid  : — ift,  Aflembling  and  confpiring  with  other 
traitors  to  ftir  up  rebellion  within  the  kingdom,  and  to  pro- 
cure men,  arms,  and  ammunition  to  forward  the  fame. 
— •2d,  Confpiring  and  confulting  with  others  to  depole  and 
dethrone  the  King  -—3d,  Aficmbling  and  confpiring  to 
overturn  by  force  the  government  of  the  country,  and  to 
change  by  force  the  conftitution. — 4th,  Confulting  on  the 
means  of  raifing  a rebellion,  and  of  procuring  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  to  effect  the  fame  --5th,  Confulting  on 
the  means  of  depofing  and  dethroning  the  king.-— 6th,  With 
intent  to  overturn  the  government,  &c.  aflbeiating  with  a 

brotherhood,  called  United  Irilhmen 7th,  With  the 

fame  intent,  giving  a chamber  in  his  houfe  to  other  con- 
fpirators  to  confult  on  the  projects  laid  down  in  the  overt- 
afts. — 8th,  With  intent  aforefaid,  advifing  Thomas  Rey- 
nolds to  accept  of  the  commiffion  of  a colonel  in  the  rebel 
army  in  the  county-of  Kildare. --9th,  Adminiftering  to  faid 
Thomas  Reynolds  the  teft-oath  of  an  United  Irifhman.— 
lOth,  Colledling  from  divers  perfons  divers  fums  of  money 
to  purchafe  arms,  ammunition,  See.  for  the  purpofe  afore- 
faid . 

Mr.  Attorney-General. — My  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  notwithftanding  that  1 am  fo  much  accuftomed  to  dif- 
charge  fimilar  duties  with  that  which  now  devolves  on  me  ; 
notwithftanding  that  for  many  days  paft  I have,  in  com- 
mon with  the  bench,  been  engaged  in  vindication  of  the 
public  rights,  never,  in ' any  moment  of  my  life,  have  I 
arifen  under  the  impreftion  of  more  folemn  feelings,  or  on 
an  occafion,  the  importance  of  w^hich  claims  more  exertion 
on  my  part,  or  attention  on  that  of  the  public.  I am  not 
ar  all  furprifed,  that  fo  many  people  attend  this  trial,  or 
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that  h excites  fo  much  and  fo  general  anxiety,  fori  am  fret? 
to  acknowledge,  that  on  the  fubjeifl:  matter  of  the  prl- 
foner’s  trial,  the  public  fafety  depends  in  fearful  and  tremb- 
^ling  exiftence. 

' the  prifonei*  at  the  bar  {lands  committed  under  the 
charges  now  preferred  againft  him,  fo  early  as  the  lith  of 
March  laft,  and  the  commiffion  under  which  your  lord  (Hips 
fit,  has  been  fealed  now  more  than  two  months,  and  the 
prifoner  and  the  public  have  had  fufiScieut  time  to  be  per* 
fe6tly  aware  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  cliarges  to  be 
adduced  on  the  prefent  trial.  In  addition  to  this,  the  pri* 
foner  has  had  other  great  advantages  : the  time  previous  to 
nrial,  ill  which  he  fliould,  by  law,  be  furnifhed  with  a 
copy  of  his  indictment,  and -the  names  of  the  witnefTes  to  be 
produced  againft  him,  has  been  more  than  doubled,  and 
nioft  glad  (hall  I be  of  every  circtimftaiice  that  can  afford 
him  an  opportunity  of  eftablifliing  his  innocence.  Be  af- 
fured,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  no  man  can  wifh  lefs 
than  I do,  that  you  fhould  bring  a ftngle  ingredient  into 
that  box)  of  a tendency  to  irritate  your  minds.  If  you 
have  not  left  all  rankling  feelings  outfide  the  door,  I muff 
fervently  entreat  that  you  difpoffefs  yourfelves  of  them  at 
this  moment,  before  you  hear  a llngle  word  of  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  a native  of  the  north  of  Ireland. 
Many  of  the  jury  know  the  refpeflability  of  his  connections 
in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  with  thofe  very  jurors 
moft  cognifant  with  that  fa^l,  I leave  the  prifoner  to  avaii 
- himfelf  of  this  favourable  knowledge.  I cannot  here  pafs 
over  in  filence,  the  manly,  wife,  and  loyal  conduct  which 
has  diftinguifhed  the  north  of  Ireland — on  a recent  trying 
and  unhappy  occafion  ; w'hen  other  parts  of  the  country 
plunged  into  that  madnefs  and  outrage,  the  confequences 
of  which  mu  ft  long  be  felt  in  the  feenes  of  their  exiftence, 

the 
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th?  good  fenfe,  fpirit,  and  civilization  of  the  north  have 
prefer\^ed  its  credit  and  its  peace,  and  maintained  to  it 
the  happy  and  fmiling  features  of  induflry  and  good  or- 
der. 

The  prifoner  has  been  long  a refident  of  this  city,  very, 
cjctenGve  in  a profperous  trade,  and  by  that  tie  conncfled 
with  every  part  of  the  kingdom..  He  is  a man  of,  ilrong 
mind  and  body,  and  of  talents,  which,  if  perverted  to  th^ 
purpofes  of  mifehief,  are  formidable  indeed.  Within  the. 
precin<ft  of  that  city,  in  which  he  has  refided  fo  many 
years,  he  now  comes  to  take  his  trial,  and  on  charges  of  a 
confpiracy  proceeded  upon  in  the  metropolis  of  Ireland, 
and  alinoft  within  the  view  of  every  man  here.  This  is  an 
additional  and  great  advantage  to  the  prifoner,  and  a con- 
fpicuous  feature  of  our  laws, . a trial  of  the  vicinage,  for, 
thus  an  opportunity  is  furnifhed  of  knowing  the  charadler 
of  every  perfon  brought  forward,  and  of  forming  a deciiion 
under  all  ih,ele  advantages  of  a trial  by  jury — that  diilin- 
guifhing  character  of  our  excellent  and  unrivalled  conffituti- 
cn.  The  end  of  all  laws,  in  all  countries  where  the  general 
good  is  held  in  view,  is  to  preferve  equally  the  laws  and  the 
people  t making  the  maintenance  of  th^onethe  bell  protec. 
fion  of  the  other.  Where  then  Ihall  we  look  for  that  per- 
feclion,  or  happy  diftinilion  in  the  law  of  any  human  focie- 
ty,  which  can  for  a moment  direct  our  admiration  and  reve- 
rence from  the  trial  by  jury,  that  great  and  facred  barrier 
between  the  crown  and  the  fubje^l,  and  never  did  I addrefs 
a jury  wherein  the  beft  characters  of  this  popular  judicature 
have  been  more  confpicuous.  While  paying  the  tribute  which 
truth  and  the  refpeCt  I entertain  for  you  demands,  do  not 
think,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  1 defeend  to  thei petty  al- 
liance of  flattery  ; as  I believe  you  to  be  equally  free  from  the 
influeBce  of  flattery,  or  fear  5 fo  I fhall  endeavour.to  addrefs 
you  without  applying  to  either.  The  frame  of  the  indiCf- 
ment  makes  it  neceflary  that  I fay  a few  prefatory  words  ; 
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in  refpe^  however,  to  the  law  in  this  cafe,  I am  much  relie- 
ved by  what  has  already- been  heard  on  the  fubje(fl  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  trials,  and  by  the  deci/lons  of  the  bench  on 
thofe  novel  and  dangerous  do<S\rincs  relative  to  the  king’s  rer 
fidency,  which  have  taken  up  fo  much  judicial  time — been  fo 
ingenioufly  dilcufled  -by  gentlemen  of  very  great  eloquence 
indeed,  but  which  it  is  very  probable  have  by  a previous  pro- 
mulgation contributed,  in  no  fmall  degree,  to  thofe  delufi- 
ons  whofe  victims  they  are  now  defending.  It  is  not  to  be 
calculated  what  mifchief  to  the  peace  of  this  country  has, 
probably,  been  effefled  by  the  doflrlne  that  a rebellion  in 
Ireland  cannot  the  monarch  in  England,  or  on  that 

principle,  become  an  adl  of  high  treafon  ; nor  the  evils  which 
might  further  refult  from  fuch  an  axiom,  had  it  not  been  ex- 
ploded by  the  voice  of  the  bench  ; but,  thank  Heaven  ! the 
more  the  people  of  thefe  countries  underftand  the  law,  the 
more  will  they  reverence  it,  and  fecurely  repofe  under  its 
prote<5lion.  I will  not,  therefore,  trouble  you  with  the  law 
in  this  cafe,  con^dent  as  I am  how  tenacious  the  court  will 
be  to  give  you  the  fulleft  information  on  that  fubjeft. 

The  prifoner,  Mr.  Bond,  has  been  for  many  years  pafl  an 
enterprifing  political  character  ; he  was  deeply  engaged  in 
trade — had  grown  rich,  very  rich->-and  np  man  had  more 
or  better  caufe  to  reverence  that  conftitution  under  which 
his  wealth  had  encreafed,  his  perfon  was  fecure,  and  his  pro- 
perty protefled.  There  was  nothing  defperate  in  cij'cum- 
liance  or  imbecile  in  cbaradter,  to  make  him  an  inftrument 
of  delufion  in  the  hands  of  others  *,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
will  appear,  that-he  himfelf  was  the  prompter  ^ndt  he  teacher 
of  that  treafon  for  which  he  now  comes  before  you  to  be 
tried.  His  activity  encreafed  fjnce  the  French  revolution 
took  place,  and  the  idea  of  eftablifhing  a Republic  in  Ire- 
land, and  prcmoting  that  objeifl  by  the  aid  of  France,  took 
ii  ong  poiTeflion  of  his  mind.  The  facility  with  which  a 
‘French  fleet  arrived  off  our  coafls  at  that  period,  wh^n  it  was 
, difperfed 
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difperfed,  and  its  purpofes defeated,  by  a providentialinter*. 
ference,  did  not  attend  to  damp  the  fpirit  of  the  prifoner.j 
from  that  time,  the  likelihood  of  a fimilar  enterprife,  which 
however,  the  French  had.  too  much  (enfe  to  undertake, 
though  they  might  operate  on  the  foUy  and  wickednefs  of 
this  country  by  their  promifes,  had  beeaftrongly  in  the  pri- 
foner's  contemplation,  4nd  had  urged  him  to  fuch  an  orga^ 
mization  of  rebeljipn,"  asi  fhould  invite  and  a French  iiV- 
vaiion. 

Here  then  is^the  ov^er-rafl  of  .adhering  to  the  king’s  enqe- 
mies,  for  what  fo  likely  to  comfort  their  hopes,  to  aid  their 
efforts,  and  to  protraft  the  evils  of  war,  as  the  keeping  this 
country  in  a ffate  of  ferment  ? I am  not  at  all  furprifed,  that 
»4nder  fuch  feelings,  the  French  were  unwilling  to  accede  to 
the  peace  which  it  is  ^ell-known, the  Britifh  government 
long  fince  endeavoured  to.  reftore  to  Europe.  To  effeff  his 
revolutionary  objefls,  the  prifoner  applied  to  the  agency  qf 
an  affbciation,  too  well  known  in  this  kingdom,  and  {deno- 
minated United,  Irifhmen,'  and  which  agency  was  particular- 
ly adfive  in  the  year  1797*  It  is  not  for  me  at  prefent  to  en- 
quire what  fpecies  of  government  was  to  have  been  introdu- 
ced on  the  ruins  of  that  which  I will  fhew  you.was  to  have 
been  overt hrovvm  Much  has  been  written,  much  has  been 
fpoken,  and  much  has  been  felt  on  the  fubjeff,  and  it  has 
never  been  out  of  my  mind  the  fhort,  but  defer!  ptive  Tent  ence, 
uttered  on  the  fubjeff  of  what  is  called,  government  of 
France,  by  a dlftingnifhed  political  charaffer,  when  partici- 
pating in  the  adminiff ration  of  the  day,  and  ui’ging  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  war  which  we  are  ftill  engaged  in — It  is  that 
country  whofe  ffate  is  bedlam,  whofe  liberty  is  death  , that 
oovernment  whofe  centre,  broken  into  ten  thoufand  pieces, 
is  put  into  the  hands  often  thoufand  maniacs,  who  employ 
the  power  they  are  thus  poflefled  of,  to  fcourge  therrifelvcs 
like  fcorpions  !”  But  we  fhall  leave  the  viffonary  and  arro- 
gant philofophy  that  induces  to  deftroy,  and  go  at  once  to 

intelligible 
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intelligible  fa£ls  applying  to^hc  natur#^  of  the  cafe ; and  the 
iimple  thing,  gentlemen  of^the  jury,  for  you  to  look  to  is, 
whether  the  malignant  intention  and  imagination  exifting  in 
the  mind  of  the  prifoncr,  can  be  fo  manifefted  by  the  fa£fs 
adduced  in  evidence,  as  {hall  leave  no  doubts  in  the  ni^nds 
of  honeft  and  confeientious  men,  of  the  imputability  of  the 
crime,  and  that  imputability  will  be  ehablifhcd,  if  the  overt 
a£l:s  that  fhall  be  proved  were  done  with  any  of  the  views 
laid  in  the  indictment.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  it  will  ap- 
pear to  you,  that  in  the  year  1797,  the  prifoner  was  more 
than  commonly  afiive  in  adminiitcring  the  oath  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Irifhmen,  and  in  arming  and  embodying  men  of  this  de. 
feriptior*  for  the  promoting  of  that  rebellion  which  has  {ince 
broken  out.  It  will  appear  that  Mr.  Reynolds,  a wdtnefs 
to  be  produced,  has  met  him  in  various  focieties,  unbofom* 
ing  hinifelf  as  to  the  means  of  ac^implifhing  his  treafons, 
and  among  others  the  expeCled  arrival  of  the  French,  and 
the  exertions  to  be  made  for  deftroying  that  city,  in  the  bo^ 
fom  of  which  he  lived,  profpered,  and  was  proteCled  : lay*, 
ing  plans  of  carnage,  which  mu  ft  have  involved  in  their 
dreadful  confequences  thofe  people  with  whom  he  had  been, 
in  daily  habits  of  friendly  and  commercial  mterconrfe  *,  and 
confulting  how  to  throw  the  fovereignty  of  the  country  into 
the  hands  of  a defperate  banditti,  by  whom  a giddy  and  cre- 
dulous multitude  was  impofed  on  under  the  idea  held  forth, 
that  their  fituations  would  be  bettered.  Even  when  the 
confpiratofs  were  few,  they  were  not  defponding  as  to  luc« 
cefs,  and  the  hiftory  of  every  revolution  Was  commenced 
with  the  afpiring  enterprife  of  a few— but  among  that  few, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  prifoner  was  prominent,  and  you 
will  find  him  already  exulting  in  /peculation  over  the  ruins 
of  that  government  which  he  had  confpired  to  overthrow, 
and  proceeding  from  day  to  day  with  rapid  ftride,  until  or- 
ganized rebellion  gave  hopes  of  a full  completion  to  his 
views. 
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The  fame  Mr.  Reynolds  1 have  already  mentioned,  unfor- 
tunately for  him,  was  brought  acquainted  with  a man,  cloft’% 
ly  connected  with  the  evils  which  have  overtaken  this  coun«, 
try — v/ith  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  whofe  name  I never 
mention  without  anxiety  and  grief,  and  of  whom  I wifh  to 
fpeak.  with  as  muqh  tendcrnefs  as  polhble.  The  evil  that 
men  do,  lives  after  them.”  I do  not  mean  that  the  good,  if 
any,  efFedfcd  by  this  unfortunate  nobleman,  fliould  be  bur 
ried  v^fith  his  bones.  Lord  Ed'vard’s  military  fpirit,  the  ha^ 
bits  he  acquired  in  another  country,  made  him  feel  a defirc 
to  put  his  own  in  a ftate  of  anarchy  and  confulion,  that  he 
might  ride  triumphant  in  the  ftorm  ot  rebellion.-— His  am- 
bition, his  enterprize,  his  French  connection,  his  pcrfonal 
courage,  and  perhaps  his  perfonal  difappointments,  all  con- 
tributed to  make  him  an  a<5t;ve  principal  in  a confpiracy  a- 
gainft  his  Sovereign  and  his  country.  He  had  encouraged 
many  perfons  to  become  Colonels  in  the  United  Army,  and 
in  this  encouragement  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  was  confpicu- 
oufly  afllfting*,  and,  as  will  appear,  by  his  advice,  Thomas 
Reynolds  did  take  upon  him  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  a regi- 
ment in  the  county  of  Kildare,  organized  for  the  cxprefs 
purpofe  of  rebellion,  apd  aiding  a French  invafion.  The 
rebellion,  we  all  know  by  dear  experience,  has  raged-— 
many  of  our  intimates  and  our  friends  have  fallen  before  it, 
and  forae  of  the  beft  blood  in  the  country  has  marked  its 
cruerprogrefs.  No  corner  pf  this  metropolis  that  has  not 
a rebel  neft  in  it— no  fecret  fpot  that  was  not  the  recep- 
tacle of  pikes— -and  if  all  this  could  be  without  original 
inftigators,  I leave  for  your  decilicn.  jj^Here  Mr.  Attorney 
General  wept  into  the  formation  and  progreflive  rank  of 
the  meetings,  from  the  original  to  the  provincial,  and  over 
all  thefe  an  Executive  Directory — through  all  of  which  the 
prifoner,  it  would  appear,  bore  an  a<5tive  part.]  In  Febru- 
ary laft,  continued  the  Attorney  General,  when  the  civil 
campaign  to  take  place  the  following  fummer  was  in  con- 
templation, the  country  was  greatly  agitated  5 but  by  a pro- 
vidential 
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VTdential  difcovery  of  what  was  intended,  and  the  meafurcs 
adopted  in.confequence  of  that  difcovery,  the  country  was 
faved.  It  was  alfo  providential  that  the  capital  was  the  feene 
where  the  principal  confpirators  held  their  confuUations, 
as  difcovery  was  by  this  means  rendered  more  eafy,  and  the 
ia£Is  became  more  cognizable  to  a jury.  [Here  follows  a 
ftatement  of  fafls  contained  in  the  fubfequent  evidence.] 
On  the  19th  of  February  a provincial  meeting  was  held  at 
the  houfe  of  the  prifoner,  which  xvas  adjeurned  to  the  i 2tli, 
of  March,  to  be  held  at  the  fame  place;  and  at  this  meet- 
ing of  the  iqth,  among  other  tranfaflions,  a refolution  was 
entered,  into  ftrongly  illuflTative  of  the  object  of  this  con^ 
fpiracy.  On  the  very  night  that  Lord  Moira,  with  a degree 
of  captivating  eloquence,  for  which  that  nobleman  is  dif- 
tinguilhed,  was  arguing  with  the  Lords  of  Ireland,  where 
he  had  been  fo  long  a ftranger,  and  refpecSIing  which  he  had 
obtained  very  bad  intelligence  indeed,  for  I cannot  fuppofe 
,fiis  Lordfhip  guilty  of  deliberate  mis-ftatement — on  that 
very  night  when  he  was  endeavouring  to  fhew  that  there 
.were  nq  traitors  in  Ireland— that  the  innocent  were  accufed^ 
and  the  accufers  were  guilty— -confpirators  in  the  fame  ca- 
pital were  by  a formal  refolution  giving  the  lie  to  wl^t  this 
able,  eloquent,  and  popular  chara6Ier  was  urging  in  parlia- 
ment. The  refolution  was  exprelTed  in  thefe  words  : 

Refolved,  That  we  will  pay  no  attention  to  a n^  mea- 
sure which  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  may  adopt  to 
divert  the  public  mind  from  the  grand  objedl  we  have  m 
view,  as  nothing  lefs  than  a complete  regeneration  of  ou^ 
country  can  fatisfy  us  ” 

The  means  of  this  regeneration  were  to  be  found  in,  the 
machinations  of  United  Irifhmen;  in  the  manufacture  and 
ufe  of  pikes,  and  in  the  aid  of  thofe  friends  of  the  human 
race,  the  French  conftituted  authorities.  What  this  re-^ 
generation  would  be,  is^  thank  God  I matter  of  (peculation, 

not 
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not  of  faift.  When  taken  by  Mr.  Swan,  an  highly  aflive, 
ufeful,  and  confident^!  magiilrate,  fev&ral  letters  and  p?*- 
pers,  worthy  obfervation,  lyere  found  on  the  prifoner,  and 
which,  although  in  the  hand- writing  of  other?,  fufHciently 
mark  the  prilbner’s  participation  in  their  contents.  Among 
thefe  were  a letter  from  a perfon  of  the  name  of  Willon, 
and  one  from  Roger  0‘Connor,  when  eonfiaed  in  Cork 
gaol,  dated  the  1 8tli  of  February,  1798.  In  this  letter  Mr. 
P‘Connor  talks  confidently  of  Toon  feeing  the  prifoner  in 
Dublin  j exprelTed  his  I'atisfaftion  at  the  efcape  of  a FrerAch 
prifoner,  Hebier ; and,  in  one  part,  where  his  conSrAecaent 
is  the  fubjeft,  exclaims,  ‘‘  Will  the  day  of  judgment  never 
come!”  There  was  alfo  an  appendix  tp  the  conftitution 
of  the  fociety  of  United  Iri(hmen,  all  of  which  will  come 
before  you  in  evidence.  I have  now  gone  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  evidence,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
and  I do  moft  anxioufly  wiih,  that  at  a time  when  public 
fafety  is  put  to  the  wall,  and  the  State  is  put  on  its  defence, 
no  portion  of  prejudice  will  mingle  in  the  difeharge  o(  our 
duty  ; but  that  truth,  and  charity,  and  public  virtue,  will 
juflify,  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man,  the  verdiwf  which  you 
fhall  give  this  day,  ' 

Thomas  Reynolds  fworn—exannined  by  the  Prime  Ser- 
jeant-—Said  he  was  fworn  a member  of  United  Irilhmen, 
by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  in  the  year  of  I797>  and  that 
Richard  Dillon,  of  Brldge-ftreet,  was  prefent.  That  the 
object  of  that  fociety  was  to  overturn  the  government  of 
the  country,  fubvert  the  conftitution,  and  aid  an  invalion  of 
the  French,  for  the  purpofe  of  forwarding  fuch  views  ; rc- 
colle<51s  a houfe  in  Bridge -ftrect,  called  the  Brazen  Head  ; 
was  prefent  at  meetings  of  United  Irifhmen  at  faid  houfe, 
in  company  with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  and  Hugh  Wilfoo, 
at  which  fociety  they  were  occupied  in  forming  fplits.  Wit- 
nefs  was  placed  in  a different  fplit^  from  the  prifoner.  • At 
this  meeting,  John  Cormick,  who  was  alfo  prefent,  wa? 

chofen 
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chofen  a fecretary  *,  witnefs  wa?  chofen  a treafurer,  and 
Hugh  Wilfon  was  chofen  a delegate  from  the  facne  fplit, 
to  go  forward  to  a baronial  committee.  The  prifoner, 
Richard  Dillon,  Hugh  Wilfon,  and  federal  others,  were 
prefent.  Wilfon  at  that  tirne  was  clerk  to  Finlay*s  bank. 
Witnefs  was  a delegate  from  a county  meeting  of  Kildare, 
to  a provincial  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  prifoner’s  houfe. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Braxen  tjead  Tavern,  witnefs 
heard  the  prifoncr  relate  a plan  which  the  fociety  had  m 
contemplation,  to  feize  by  force  on  the  city  of  Dublin.  Ar? 
oath  was  adminiftered  to  John  Cpnnick  by  M‘Cann,  an 
United  Jrifhman,  and  fecretary  to  a baronial  committee  : 
this  was  the  M‘Cann  whom  witnefs  recently  profecuted^ 
and  who  in  confecjuence  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  Wit- 
nefs  further  ftated,  that  he  met  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
about  the  month  of  November  laf^,  in  company  wdth  Hugh 
Wilfon ; that  his  Icrdfhip  accefted  him,  and  afked  where 
he  could  fee  him ; witnefs  in  confequence  gave  him  his 
addrefs  at  Park-flreet,  where  Lord  Edward  did  call  on  him, 
and  made  a propofal  to  him  of  accepting  the  commiflion  of 
a colonel  in  the  army,  forming  in  the  county  of  Kildare. 
[Here  the  witnefs  entered  into  a tedious  and  complicated 
detail,  for  which,  fee  the  report  of  John  McCann’s  trial, 
refpe£ting  the  offer  of  the  commifiion,  &c.  until  new  mat- 
ter came  out  in  fupport  of  the  eighth  overt-aft  againft  the 
prifoner.]  On  Wednefday  he  arrived  in  town  from  the 
county  of  Kildare,  the  place  of  his  ref^dence,  as  he  ftated, 
fince  November  laft- 

He  had  a conference  with  the  prifoner  srefp^ftmg  the 
Lord  Edward  made  him  of  a colonel’s  commifiion,*  and 
the  reluftance,  &c.  he  exprefied  at  accepting  of  it.  Vide 
M^Gaain’s  Trial. 

At  thL  conference  wijaaefs  depofed,  <<  that  the  prifoner 
ftt  the  bar  advifed  him  to  accept  of  the  commifiaon  offered 

to 
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to  him/^  and  that  he  replied,  (ince  you  advife  me  I will 
comply.”  This  occurred  previous  to  the  provincial  meet- 
ing, held  at  the  houfe  of  the  prifoner  on  the  19th  of 
February,  and  adjourned  from' thence  for  three  weeks,  viz. 
to  the  1 2th  of  March  following.  Witnefs  was  to  have 
been  at  the  meeting  at  Mr<  Bond^s  on  the  lyth  of  February, 

' previous  to  which,  M'Cann,  the  provincial  fecretary,  in- 
formed him  that  he  ^:ould  not  be  admitted  unlefs  he  brought 
with  him  the  rcKirns,  marking  the  ftrength  of  his  county 
I in  men,  money,  arms  and  ammunition.  To  excufe  him- 
felf  from  attending  this  meeting,  vdtnefs  depofed,  he  wrote 
I to  the  prifoner  a letter  of  apology,  requefting  he 'WoulcL 
j inform  the  fecretary,  Mr.  M‘Cann,  that  he  could  not  pro- 
I cure  the  bills,  (i.  e.  the  returns  above  hated),  and  con- 
i feqtiently  he  could  not  attend  until  the  following  meeting. 

[Here  the  witnefs  hated,  that  the  letter  alluded  to  had 
been  returned  to  him  by  Mr.  Cope,  who  received  it  from 
government  to  return  to  Reynolds,  conformable  to  pre- 
i iiminaries  refpefling  the  imformation  fettled  between  Mr. 

I Cope  and  Reynolds,  that  the  latter  (hould  not  appear  to 

profecute.J  It  appeared  that  this  letter  was  found  by  Mr, 
Swan  on  the  prifoner'S  perfon,  and  given  by  him  to  Mr. 
Cooke,  after  the  prifoner’s  arreh,  at  his  own  houfe,  on 
the  i2rh  March  lah,  and  that  as  witnefs  depofrd,  he  im- 
mediately on  receiving  it  from  Mr.  Cope,  burned  it.  Wit— 
nefs  alfo  afked  the  prifoner  when  the  next  meeting  would 
be  held,  who  referred  him  to  M‘Cann. 

Our  readers,  by  referring  to  our  report  of  M‘Canri’s 
trial,  will  perceive  that  Reynolds’s  information  to  Mr.  Cope 
of  the  tranfaffions  in  which  he  confelTcd  himfelf  an  accom- 
' pllce,  occurred  between  the  19th  February  and  the  12th 
March,  the  day  on  which  the  provincial  meeting  at  the 
prifoner’s  houfe  was  held.  In  this  interv^al  it  will  be  feen^ 
that  the  witnefs’s  contrition  was  accompUfhfd,  and  his 

fyftem 
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of  atonement  fixed,  by  a plan  to  betray  the  meeting 
to  Mr.  Cope,  who  was  to  tranfmit  his  informations  to 
government  5 for  this  purpofe  wltnefs  came  to  town  on 
Saturday  the  loth  March,  and  met  M‘Cann  at  the  prifoner’s 
hotile,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  ptifoner.  At  this  private 
meeting,  M‘Cann  addrelTed  the  prifoner  in  the  following 

mariner: Bond,  we  mull  have  a room  in  your  houfe,^^ 

to  which  the  prifoner  replied,  “ you  fhall,” — will  ye  have 
the  room  in  which  ye  met  lall,  or  will  ye  have  the  little 
room  — [Bere  witnefs  depofed,  as  hs  did  before,  that 
the  prifoner  and  M-Cann  retired  to  whifper,  and  that  on 
their  return  to  the  place  wh6re  he  flood,  fome  trivial  con- 
veilation  occurred,  after  which  he  went  off  ; it  was,  how- 
ever, fettled,  that  McCann  fhould  breakfafl:  with  witnefs 
on  the  next  day,  Sunday  i ith,  to  fettle  about  his  attend- 
ance on  the  i2th  at  the  meeting.  The  witnefs  and  M‘Cann 
did  meet  accordingly  at  breakfafl,  where  the  witnefs  fhewed 
him  his  returns,  as  his  credentials  to  attend  the  meeting. 
M*Cann  here  gave  him  the  pafs-word,  by  which  Mr*  Swan 
and  the  military  entered  the  houfe  and  apartments  of  the 
prifoner  on  the  following  day.  The  witnefs  then  detailed 
the  circumftance  of  having  attended  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald at  Leinfler-houfe,  and  their  converfation  about  a 
partial  invafion  from  France,  See.  &c.  After  having  thus 
fettled  as  to  the  invafion.  Lord  Edward  walked  the  extent 
of  the  library,  in  which  they  were  converfing,  two  or  three 
times ; then  turning  quick,  exclaimed,  No  ’ it  is  im- 
poilible,  government  can’t  find  it  out  ; they  will  never  be 
able  to  difeover  where  the  provincials  meet  !”  Witnefs 
alfo  communicated  to  Mr.  Cope,  that  the  meeting  would 
pofitively  occur  on  the  following  day. 

After  this,  witnefs  wrote  a letter  to  the  prifoner,  re- 
queuing he  would  apologize  for  his  not  attending  the  meet- 
ing, as  his  wife  lay  ill,  and  had  a phyfician  attending  her* 
This  letter  was  alfo  found  on  the  prifoner's  perfon.  Wit- 
nefs 
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nefs  Aated,  that  he  faw  Lord  Edward  on  the  Wedncfday 
and  Thurfday  following,  at  a houfe  in  Aungier-ftreet. 
When  witnefs  faw  Lord  Edward  on  Wednelday,  his  lord- 
I fhip  defired  him  to  meet  him  there  the  next  evening,  and 
i he  would  give  him  fomething  for  the  county — witnefs  met 
- him  accordingly,  and  received  from  him  the  addrefs  to  the 
county  Kildare,  ftated  in  the  former  trial — allb  the  account 
; of  calh  in  his  hands,  as  treafurer  to  the  county. 

On  being  alked,  why  he  altered  his  mind  with  refpefl  to 
giving  evidence  at  the  profecution,  he  replied,  that  he  dif- 
covered  that  his  life  was  in  danger  from  his  former  af- 
fociates,  who  found  out  he  had  betrayed  them,  and  that 
he  was  alTaileJ  with  cenfures,  of  having  become  a double 
traitor,  firft  to  his  king,  and  fecondly  to  the  fociety  of 
United  Iriftimcn.  This  refers  in  a great  meafufe  to  his 
former  detail  Ipf  having  been  arrefted  in  the  country,  his 
being  afterwards  liberated  when  brought  to  town  ^ — his  re- 
1 folution  to  quit  the  country — his  receiving  the  500  guineas 
to  defray  his  charges,  and  compenfate  for  extraordinary 
cxpences,  inconveniences,  &c.  See. 

Crofs- examined  by  Mr.  Curran. The  witnefs  depofed 

that  he  took  the  common  united  teft  out  of  a printed  book 
— that  it  bound  him  to  be  of  the  fociety  of  United  Irifh- 
men,  and  to  the  ends  which  that  fociety  had  in  view — 
believes  many  took  the  oath  who  had  no  other  idea  con- 
i iie£led  with  it,  than  religious  union  and  parliamentary  re- 

j form — that  he  received  500  guineas  at  different  times,  in 

j cqpfequence  of  the  information  he  gave  to  Mr.  Cope,  whom 

[ he  drew  on  for  300  guineas  about  four  or  five  days  previous 

I to  the  provincial  meeting  of  the  12th  of  March,  and  the 

j left  afterwards — that  he  had  not  then  been  injured  in  his 

[ property,  but  as  foon  as  he  bad  given  the  information, 

j in  confequence  of  which  the  prifoner  and  others  were  ar- 

{ xefted — he  intended  to  go  abroad  as  foon  as  Mrs.  Reynolds 

was 
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^’as  {iifBcientiy  Well  to  accompany  him,  and  the  money  got 
ready  to  defray  the  necefliiry  expences.  That  fince  the  con> 
'jerfation  with  Mr.  Cepe,  which  produced  his  repentance, 
^nd  fubfequent  public  condu£l,  he  had  not  fworn  any  per- 
fons  United  Iriilimen  ; that  his  converfation  was  ilncere, 
ind  he  wifhsd  his  accomplices  would  defifl:  from  their  pur- 
pofes,  but  did  not  wifli  to  be  acceffary  to  their  punifhment^ 
[Here  the  examination  with  refpe^t  to  his  having  adminif- 
?ered  a dofe  of  tartar  emetic  to  his  mother-in-law.  was  the 
lame  as  on  the  previous  trials.]  That  the  corpfe  of  his 
mother-in-law  was  put  into  a pitch  flieet  the  fourth  day 
after  her  deceafe,  flie  having  been  a woman  of  grefs  habits 
uf  body,  as  it  was  determined  to  wait  the  arrival  of  her  fon, 
who  was  from  home,  before  jfhe  could  be  interred.  An 
examination  relative  to  a bond  and  notes,  and  a money 
tranfadion  with  Mr.  Cope,  he  explained  fully  to  the  fa- 
tisfa£lion  of  the  court  and  jury.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  taken  feveral  oaths  inconfiftent  with  each  other — an 
oath  of  fecrecy  at  the  county  united  meeting — one  to  hi? 
captains— one  that  he  had  not  betrayed  Bond’s  fecrets  (this 
to  fave  him  from  afTaffination)'— after  this  he  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance — an  oath  before  the  privy  council—  tvro  oaths 
on  fwearing  the  informations  on  which  the  prefent  trials 
had  been  founded— three  fince,  one  at  each  trial — and, 
previous  to  all,  the  oath  of  allegiance — witnefs  never  took 
an  oath  as  a yeoman. 

William  Bellingham  Swan,  Efq  ; examined  by  the  Solicitor 

General.  " - 

Being  afked  if  he  was  not  a Juftice  of  the  peace  and 
Quorum,  and  whether  he  was  not  confidentially  employed 
by  Government  on  feveral  important  fervices,  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  He  was  alfo  afked,  if  government  did  not  leave 
with  him'to  plan  the  mode  of  arrefting  the  provincial  meet- 
ing of  the  1 2th  of  March,  he  replying  thereto,  proceeded 
then  to  ilate  that  plan,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 

executed 
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exccuteci  by  twelye  fcrjeants  difguifed  in  coloured  cloathsj 
as  already  related  in  the  preceding  trials — nothing  further^ 
occurred  in  Mr.  Juftice  Swan's  direcSl  examinations  except 
the  finding  on  the  peribn  of  the  prilbner  certain  papers  and 
’letters  which  will  appear  in  their  proper  plac^.^On  his. 
crofs-examination  by  Mr.  Ponfonby,  he  depoied  his  having 
arrcfted  the  prifoner  in  a Ihop  or  ware  room,  where  he  was 
in  apparent  indifferent  converfation  with  two  or  three  ladies 
and  foroe  gentlemeil-^that  he  communicated  to  the  prifon- 
er his  having  a warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ar- 
i reft  him,  and  that  he  made  no  refiftance  or  attempt  to 

li  -'r  • ■ 
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i . - — ■ --■i’'.  M^Doogan,  Serjeant  Major,  of  the  Fermanagh, 

tnilitia—examined  by  Mr.  Saurin. 

Depofed  his  having  been  one  of  thole  employed  on  the. 
1 2th  of  March  in.  the  apprehenfion  of  the  perfons  met 
Bridge-ftreet,  at  Mr.  Bond’s  houfe— that  he  went  to  the. 
old  Cuuom-houfe  to.  Mr.  Jnftice  Swan,  vffip  caufed.  him 
and  eleven  other  ferjeants  to,  difgulfe  themfelves  in  coloured- 
i clothes,  and  then,  after  telling  them  off,  from  No.  i to 
I 12,  fent  the  witnefs  on  before,  dire6ling  him  to  makeufe 
of  the  pafs  word,  where  is  McCann? — Is  Ivers,  from 
I Carlow  come  ?” — That  witnefs  accordingly  went  on„  and 
, having  entered  into  the  fhop  and  office  of  Mr.  Bond,  he 
faw  .a  tall  man  (whom  he  identified  to  be  the  prifoner)  and 
' had  time  only  toufe  half  the  pafs- word,  namely,  “ Where, 
i is  McCann  ?*'— when  Mr.  Juftice  Swan  ruffied  in  —witnefs 
Ciid  that  on  repeating  the  part  of  the  pals-word,  as  already 
mentioned,  the  prifoner  leaned  towards  him  as  if  attending 
to  what  he  was  faying. 

Francis  Stroker,  a clerk  in  Finlay’s  Bank— examined  by 
Mr,  O Grady. 

Proved  a letter  found  on  the  perfon  of  the  prifoner,  and 
1 figned  with  the  initials  H,  W.  to  be  the  hand  writing  of 
Hugh  Wilfon.  ' 

Voh.  HI.  G g Mr.  Vernon 
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Mr.  Vernon  examined  by  Mr.  Mayne. — Proved  a letter 
alfo  found  on  the  prifoner,  to  be  the  hand-writjng  of  Roger 
O^Connor. 

Mr.  Arthur  Guinnefs  proved  the  hand-writing  of  the 
deceafed  M‘Cann— .Counfcllor  Williams  that  of  Michael 
Byrne — and  Mr.  Oliver  Carleton  proved  finding  certain 
papers  the  hand  writing  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  when 
feizing  the  papers  called  The  Prefs.” 

Mr.  Rickey,  deputy  clerk  of  the  Crown,  here  read  a 
variety  of  papers  which  were  produced  on  the  trials  of 
M‘Cann  and  Byrne.  On  the  back  of  a return  of  men, 
arms,  &c.  was  the  refolution  of  the  ipth  of  February  which 
we  have  given  in  the  Ratement.  A paper,  No.  4,  contain- 
ed the  following  refolutions : 

Rcfolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
if  the  other  provinces  are  in  an  equal  Rate  of  preparation 
with  that  of  Leinfter,  as  fopn  as  information  of  that  Rate, 
and  their  determination  to  adf  in  concert  with  the  nation  is 
known,  we  ftiall  proceed  to  aff, 

Refolved,  That  the  Executive  be  dirc£l:ed  to  take  fuch 
Reps  immediately,  as  fhall  moR  efFexRually  tend  to  bring 
about  a union  of  the  different  provinces. 

Refolved,  That  a felc£l:  cornmittee  of  five  be  required  to 
prepare  a military  teR  to  be  laid  before  our  next  provincial 
meeting  for  their  approbation. 

A paper.  No.  ii,  eontained  an  addrefs  from  the  county 
committee  of  Dublin  city,  and  an  appendix  to  the  general 
conRitution  of  United  Irifhmen,  dated  iR  February,  1798. 
The  following  is  nearly  the  fubRance  : 

“ Be  not  merely  nominal  brothers  ; but  let  your  condu^ 
correfpond  with  your  profeffion.  Form  into  focieties  in 
" the 
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the  manner  named  in  the  appendix,  and  choofc  for  your 
fecretaries  men  of  good  morals.  Your  numbers  are  truly 
formidable,  and  if  oiganized,  muft  be  irrefiftible  5 but  if 
without  union  and  organization,  you  are  a confufed  mafs, 
and  wholly  ufelefs.  The  fta'e  and  progrefs  of  fublcriptigni? 
are  truly  fliameful.  Beware  of  intoxication,  and  * by  no 
means  aflume  party  drefs  or  figns,  which  will  but  expofe  you 
to  the  arts  of  fpies  and  informers.  Rcftrain  yourfelves 
from  intemperance  of  f^)eech,  which  commonly  ferves  but 
as  the  mafk;  of  hypocriiy.  Avoid  rioting  of  every  kind,  as 
only  furnifhing  to  your  enemies  an  opportunity  of.  putting 
down  the  fpirit  of  the  country  before  it  arrives  at  fufficient 
maturity.  Thus  conduced,  you  will  be  all  powerful.  Be 
patient,  be  conflant,  be  firm,  be  ready.  Stand  to  no  orders 
except  official,  and  you  are  infirufled  by  all  means  to  dif- 
tlnguifh  yourfelves  from  thofe  wretches,  who  by  robbery 
and  violence  prove  a difgrace  to  the  name  of  United  Irifliman, 
Qur^s  is  the  caule  of  virtue 

The  appendix  was  to  this  effect,  viz. 

No  perfon  is  to  take  the  teft,  except  in  the  prefenee  of 
the  friend  who  recommends  him,  and, one  black  bean  to  ex- 
clude from  eleilion.  Hold  no  meetings  in  public  houfes  5 
a few  honeft  men  can  tranfadl  their  bufinefs  any  where. 
The  feveral  focieties  fhould  exert  thcmfelves  in  paying  in 
fublcriptions,  the  demands  for  which  are  rendered  preffing 
and  neceflary  to  the  utmofi;  degree  by  the  diftrefles  of  our 
brothers.  No  lociety  to  confift  of  more  than  twelve,  and 
thefe,  in  cafes  where  poffiblc,  fhould  confift  of  perfons  re- 
fiding  in  the  fame  ftreet,  that  they  may  be  known,  and^ 
fubje£l:  to  the  cenforfhip  of  each  other. 

[Here  follow  fomc  dire(ftions  as  to  the  formation  and*, 
numbers  of  baronial  and  diftri(ft:  meetings.] 

No. 
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No.  13,  was  the  letter  hgned  H.  W.  dated  from  Corh> 

^ and  addrclTed  to  the  prifoner,  and  was  tq  the  following 
import, 

“ On  Friday  I took  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  for 
4/.  91.  \\d.  favour  of  T.  P.  I hope  you  will  be  paid  the 
enclofed  bill  on  Mr.  Nugent  for  ip/.  which  place  to  my 
credit.  My  mind  and  body  has  been  fo  cooped  up  here, 
that  knowing  what  1 now  do,  I would  not  have  accepted 
the  fitqation  for  any  emolument  which  I could  derive  from 
the  lituation,  before  a change  of  the  prefent  Government 
takes  place.  You  may  inform  Mr.  Jackfon  that  I delivered 
the  letter  he  gave  me  the  day  after  I arrived,  and  was  dogg- 
ed to  the  houfe  of  his  worthy  friend,  who  is  a marked  man 
here.  Reft  alTured  that  the  progrefs  fciencc  is  making  will 
aftoniOi  the  world.  The  enemies  of  the  human  race  arc 
much  alarmed,  and  the  revolt  of  the  county  Dublin  militia 
has  greatly  encreafed  (heir  fears,  Mr.  Finlay  fald  they 
were  all  aftaflins,  and  that  he  feared  to  truft  hiinfelf  among 
them.  I hear  that  numbers  of  preachers  of  the  true  gofpel 
have  been  difperfed , and  thofe  difperfed  here,  depend  upon 
it,  have  not  fallen  on  rocky  ground.  A court  martial  has 
been  held  op  five  militia  men,  but  they  have  been  acquitted. 
If  any  thing  material  occurs  here  you  fhall  be  informed  of 
it.  My  heft  regards  to  Mrs.  Bond,”  &c. 

Here  the  evidence  clofed  ©n  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Curran  ftated  the  prifoner’s  cafe,  and  addrefted  the 
court  and  the  Jury  nearly  as  follows  : — Gentltpien  of  the 
Jury,  fatigued  as  I am  at  this  very  advanced  hour,  and 
poorly  as  I am  calculated  to  difeharge  the  awful  duty  I am 
entering  upon,  I feel  how  much  more  my  client  muft  de- 
pend on  the  impartiality  of  his  judges,  than  on  the  efforts 
of  his  advocate.  1 am  not  accuftomed  to  make  formal  or 
premeditated  fpeeches,  but  have  been  always  of  opinion, 
that  my  clients  have  found  their  beft  defence  in  the  kind 

and 
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and  good-ttatured  conftru^lion  of  their  jurors#  I truft  that 
the  prefent  will  not  confound  the  weaknefs  of  the  advocate 
with  the  imbecility  of  the  caufe,  of  becaufe  the  defence  , 
be  poorly  infifted  upon,  cohclude  that  the  accufed  muft  be 
guilty.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I do  lament  the  prefent 
caufe  has  not  been  brought  forward  as  limply  and  as  un- 
connected with  extraneous  matter  as  in  juftice  and  humanity 
it  ought,  I do  lament#  and  God  grant  that  my  client  may 
not  have  caufe  to  lament,  that  any  of  thofe  little  artifices, 
which  attach  like  cankering  excrefcences  to  the  forms  of 
juftice,  fliould  be  employed  in  a great  and  loleran  caufe  like 
this.  I cannot  but  bewail  that  inftead  of  trying  a fellow 
fiibjeCl  on  the  fimple  allegations  contained  in  the  indict- 
ment, there  are  introduced  petty  obfervations  and  allufions 
to  perfons  and  things  which  ought  not  to  intermingle  in  a 
caufe  like  this.  What  have  to  do  with  this  trial  the  per- 
fonages  named  with  fuch  feeming  incidentality  in  the  in- 
troductory ftatement  ? In  God’s  name,  what  relation  has 
the  fpeech  of  My  Lord  Moira,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to 
the  caufe  of  my  unhappy  client  ? What  the  accidental 
table  converfation  of  Lord  Wycombe  ? If  feeling  and  act- 

ing upon  that  dignity  of  mind  which  makes  men  refift  the 
felfifli  allurements  of  great  fortune,  and  the  debafements 
of  luxury — if  an  elevation  of  foul  and  uncommon  extenfion 
of  philofophic  views  can  make  his  name  revered  in  the 
eftimation  of  virtue,  as  it  is  exalted  m titled  diftinCtipn, 
then  does  Lord  Wycombe  challenge  our  admiration  and 
efteem  ; but  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  charges  pre- 
ferred againft  my  client?  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  much 
pains  has  been  taken  to  warm  you,  and  then  you  are  en- 
treated to  be  cool  5 when  the  fire  has  been  kindled,  it  has 
been  fpoken  to,  and  prayed  to  be  extinguifhed.  What  is 
that  thing — [here  Mr.  Curran  was  interrupted,  as  he  had 
previoufly  and  frequently  been,  by  a buftle  and  noife  a- 
mong  the  auditors.  It  was  the  third  time  he  had  beea 
obliged  to  fit  down  : on  rifing,  he  continued] — I have  very 

little. 
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little,  Scarcely  any,  hope  of  being  able  to  difcharge,  m any 
manner,  my  duty  to  my  unfortunate  client,  perhaps  moft 
unfortunate  in  having  me  for  his  advocate.  I know  not 
whether  to  impute  thefe  inhuman  interrtiptions  lo  mere 
accident';  but  I greatly  fear  they  have  been  excited  by  that 
thing  called  prejudice.” 

/ 

Court. — Pray  Mr.  Curran,  proceed  in  ftating  your  cafe  ^ 
we  will  |take  care,  with  the  blefiing  of  God  ! that  you  fhall 
not  meet  with  any  interruption. 

You  have  been  cautioned.  Gentlemen,  againft  preju- 
dice. I alfo  urge  the  caution,  and  not  with  Icfs  fincerity; 
but  what  is  the  prejudice  againft  which  I would  have  you 
armed  ? I will  tell  you,  it  is  that  pre- occupation  of  mind 
that  tries  the  accufed  before  he  is  judicially  heard — that 
draws  thofe  conclufions  from  paffion,  which  (hduld  be 
founded  bn  proof,  and  that  fufFers  the  temper  of  the  mind 
to  be  diflblved  and  debafed  in  the  heat  of  the  feafon.  It  is 
not  againft  the  fenfelefs  clamour  of  the  croud,  feeling  im- 
patient that  the  idle  difcuffion  of  faft  delays  the  execution, 
that  I warn  you.  No  ! you  are  too  proud,  too  humane,  to 
hafteil  the  holiday  of  blood.  It  is  not  againft  any  fuch  dif- 
graceful  feelings  that  I warn  you.  I with  to  recal  your  re- 
collection to  your  own  minds,  and  to  guard  you  againft  the 
prejudice  of  elevated  and  honeft  underftanding,  againft  the 
prejudice  of  your  virtues.  It  has  beeb  inlinuated,  and  with 
artful  application  to  your  feelings  of  national  independence, 
that  I have  advanced  on  a former  occafion  the  doCtrine,  that 
you  ftiould  be  bound  in  your  decifions  by  an  Englifh  aft 
of  parliament,  the  ftatute  of  William  III.  that  it  was  abfolute 
on  you  to  form  that  decilion  on  the  evidence  of  two  wit- 
nelTes.  RejeCt  the  unfounded  accufation,  nor  believe  that  I 
aftail  your  independence,  becaufe  I inftruCl  your  judgment, 
and  excite  your  juftice.  No  I the  ftatute  of  William  III. 
does  not  bind  you  ; but  it  inftrufts  you  by  declairng  on  a 
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point  which  before  was  enveloped  in  doubt.  The  mOralitjr 
and  wifdom  of  Confucius,  of  Plato,  of  Socrates,  and  of 
Tully,  does  not  bind  you,  but  it  may  elevate  and  illumine 
you,  as  Britilh  a6ls  of  parliament  have  reclaimed  you  from 
barbarifm.  By  the  ftatute  of  William  the  III.  two  wiu 
nelTes  are  neceflary  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  to  a juft  and 
equal  trial  between  the  fovereign  and  the  fubje£f,  and  Sir 
William  Blackftone,  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  authorities 
on  the  laws  of  England,  ftates  two  witneffes  to  be  but  a 
necelTary  defence  of  the  fubjedt  againft  the  profligacy  of 
minifters,  and  he  fortifies  himfelf  in  this  opinion  with  that 
of  Baron  Montefquieu,  who  fays,  that  where  one  witnefs 
is  fufiicient  to  decide  between  the  fubjedl  and  the  ftate, 
the  confequences  arc  fatal  to  liberty,  and  a people  fo  cir- ' 
cumftanced  cannot  long  maintain  their  independence.  The 
oath  of  allegiance  which  every  fubjedf  is  fuppofed  to  have 
taken,  ftands  on  the  part  of  the  accufed  againft  the  oath  of 
his  accufer,  and  no  principle  can  be  more  wife  or  juft  than 
that  a third  oath  is  neceflary  to  turn  the  balance*  Neither 
docs  this  principle  apply  to  the  evidence  of  a mere  common 
and  impeached  informer,  fuch  as  you  have  heard  to-day, 
but  to  that  of  any  one  witnefs,  however  high  and  ref- 
pedlable  his  charadter.  I put  this  queftion  to  the  bench, 
and  I put  it  confidently,  if  it  is  its  opinion  that  the  ftatute 
of  William  111.  ought  not  to  have  any  authority  with  an 
Irifh  jury  ? If  fuch  be  the  opinion  of  the  bench,  I will  not 
fay  it  is  a wrong  one — my  refpedt  for  the  court  will  prevent 
my  even  thinking  it  is  a wrong  one  5 but  I will  fay  that  it 
will  be  the  firft  of  the  kind  ever  given  in  this  kingdom. 
I now  beg  leave,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  make  a few  ob* 
fervations  on  the  charges  laid  in  the  indidfment,  and  on  the 
evidence  offered  in  fupport  of  thefe  charges.  The  prifoner 
is  accufed  of  compafiing  and  imagining  the  King’s  death, 
and  of  adhering  to  his  enemies  : thefe  are  the  two  counts. 
The  evidence  is  two-fold,  parole  and  written. 


Mr.  Reynolds 


4«4  ^ CoHectanea  ^olttfca* 

Mr.  Rcyttolds  has  fworn  that  he  was  made  an  United 
Irifhman  hy  -the  prifoner  ; and  alfo  fworn  to  what  he  con» 
ceived  to  be  the  objects  of  the  fociety  into  which  be  had 
thus  entered.  But  has  he,  ge  tle;nen  the  jury,  fwom 
on  his  oath  (liberal  as  he  hath  been  of  them),  that  he  was 
informed  of  thefe  obje£fs  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ? — N» 
fuch  thing.  Bu'  he  has  told  you  what  (if  you  can  believe 
any  thing  he  fwears)  muft  go  as  conclufive  etidence  in 
favour  of  my  client  ; he  has  told  you  that  hundreds  upon 
hundreds  (thefe  were  his  words)  took  the  United-teft,  at*- 
taching  no  other  meanin  g thereto  than  what  was  obvioufly 
conveyed  by  its  liberal  exprefiion.  He  has  told  you  that 
two  clafics  of  men  took  this  obligation— one  was  binding 
them  to  thofe  objects  of  confpiracy  and  treafon  which  h« 
has  already  explained  5 and  the  other,  as  conudering  it  to 
be  a bond  of  religious  charity  and  afFe<fiionj  and  political 
and  conftitutional  reformation  ; but  he  has  not,  hazardous 
as  he  is  in  evidential  enterprize,  ventured  to  Bate  which  of 
thefe  clafTes  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  belonged  to  ; and  who 
fhall  attach  crime  to  religious  charity?  Who  fhall  thus  aid 
in  redoring  the  terrible  and  gloomy  reign  of  bigotry  which 
embroils  men  in  hatred,  and  in  blood,  turning  their  paf- 
fions  againft  each  other’s  follies,  inftead  of  teaching  them 
to  bear  each  other’s  weaknefles ; and  endeavour  to  fandlify 
with  the  blafphemous  perverfion  of  religious  fentiments, 
the  luft  of  power,  and  the  lull:  of  vengeance  ? What, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  fhall  I fay  to  you  on  the  fecond 
feature  of  this  teft  or  obligation  ? Parliamentary  Reform. 
On  that  point  no  man  can  be  worfe  calculated  to  addrefs 
you  than  I am  for  in  enterii  g on  the  fubjc<Sl,  I fhould 
feem  to  (land  here  more  as  the  defender  of  myfelf  than  of 
is*y  client ; and  if  to  promote  a Reform  in  Parliament  be  to 
compafs  and  imagine  the  King’s  death  or  adhere  to  his 
enemies,  you  ha  1 better  withdraw  your  attention  from  the 
unhappy  gentleman  at  the  bar,  and  in  me  behold  the  real 
criminal.  If  Parliamentary  Reform  be  to  endanger  the 
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life  of  the  King,  and  to  comfort  his  enemies,  let  your  vU 
fion  take  a wider  range,  and,  in  the  parent  of  the  meafure, 
in  the  firft  minifter  of  Great-Britain,  behold  the  prime,  the 
great,  and  the  original  culprit.  I know  that  Reynolds 
has  laboured  to  eftablifti  a connection  between  the  prifoner 
and  the  meeting  held  at  his  houfe,  but  how  does  he  ma-^ 
nage  ? He  brings  forward  alTerted  converfations  with  per- 
fons  who  cannot  confront  him  ; With  M‘Cann,  whom  he 
has  fent  to  the  grave,  and  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  whofc 
premature  death  leaves  his  guilt  a matter  which  juftice  dares 
not  pronounce  upon.  He  has  never  told  you  that  he  has 
fpoken  to  any  of  thefe  in  the  prcfcnce  of  the  prifoner.  Arc 
you  then  prepared  in  a cafe  of  life  and  death — of  honour 
and  of  infamy,  to  credit  a vile  informer,  the  perjurer  of 
an  hundred  oaths  ; a wretch  whom  pride,  honour,  or 
religion  could  not  bind  ? The  forfaken  proftitute  of  every 
vice  calls  upon  you  with  one  breath  to  blaft  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  and  blight  the  charaCfer  of  the  living.  Do  you 
think  Reynolds  to  be  a villain  ? It  is  true  he  drefles  like  a 
gentleman,  and  the  confident  expreffion  of  his  countenance, 
and  the  tones  of  his  voice,  favour  ftrong  of  growing  autho- 
rity. He  meai'ures  his  value  by  the  coffins  of  his  viClims, 
and  in  the  field  of  evidence,  appreciates  his  fame,  as  the 
Indian  warrior  does  in  fight,  by  the  number  of  fcalps  with 
which  he  can  fwell  his  triumphs.  He  calls  upon  you  by 
the  folemn  league  of  eternal  juftice,  to  accredit  the  purity 
of  a confcience  wafhed  in  his  owm  atrocities.  He  has  pro- 
mifedand  betrayed;  he  has  fworn  and  forfworn;  and,  whe- 
ther his  foul  fhall  go  to  Heaven  or  to  Hell,  he  feems  alto- 
gether indifferent,  for  he  tells  you  that  he  has  eftablifhed 
an  interert  in  both.  He  has  told  you  that  he  has  pledged 
bimfelf  to  treafon  and  to  allegiance,  and  both  oaths  has  he 
contemned  and  broken.  At  this  time  when  reafon  is  af- 
frighted from  her  feet,  and  giddy  prejudice  takes  the  reins; 
when  the  wheels  of  fociety  are  fet  in  conflagration  by  the 
rapidity  of  their  own  motion,  at  fuch  a time  does  he  call  on 
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a jury,  in  Heaven’s  name,  to  credit  a teftimony  blaftetl  by 
his  own  accufation.  Vile,  however  as  this  execrable  in- 
former muft  feel  himfelf,  hiftory,  alas!  holds  out  too  much 
cncbiiragemerit  to  his  hopes  5 for,  however  bafe,  and  how- 
ever perjured,  I fecolleft  few  inftances  in  cafes  between  the 
fubjefl:  and  the  crown,  where  informers  have  hot  cut  kfcen^ 
and  rode  awhile  triumphant  on  public  prejudice.  1 know 
of  no  inftance  wherein  the  edge  of  the  informer’s  teftimony 
has  not  been  fatal,  or  only  blunted  by  the  extent  ©fits 
execution,  and  retiring  from  the  public  view  beneath  an 
heap  of  its  own  carnage.  I feel,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
that  I ought  to  beg  pardon  of  Mr.  Reynolds.  I do  beg  his 
pardon,  for  I frankly  confers  that  I have  no  reafon,  no 
authority  whatever  for  placing  him  in  this  point  of  view, 
but  his  own  felf-accufation.  * 

Gentlemeh  of  the  jury,  you  have  been  erhphatically 
called  upon  to  fecure  the  ftate  by  a condemnation  of  the 
prifoner.  I am  lefs  interefted  in  the  condition  and  political 
happinefs  of  this  country  than  you  are,  for  probably  I fhall 
be  a lefs  while  in  it ; I have  then  the  greater  claim  on 
your  attention  and  your  confidence,  when  I caution  you 
againft  the  greateft  and  moft  fatal  revolution — that  of  the 
feeptre  into  the  hands  of  the  informer.  Thefe  are  pro- 
bably the  laft  words  I fhall  ever  fpeak  to  you,  but  thefe  laft 
are  dlre6fed  to  your  falvation,  ,and  that  of  your  pofterity, 
when  they  tell  you  that  the  reign  of  the  informer  is  the 
(uppreflion  of  the  law.  My  old  friends,  I tell  you  that  if 
you  furrender  yourfelvcs  to  the  mean  and  difgraceful  in- 
flrumentality  of  your  own  condemnation,  you  will  mark 
yourfelves  fit  objects  of  martial  law — you  will  give  an  attef- 
tation  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  that  you  are  fit  for,  and  have 
no  expe^lation  of  any  other  than  martial  law,  and  your  li- 
berties will  be  flown,  never!  never!  to  return.  Your 
country  will  be  defolated,  or  only  become  the  gaol  of  the 
living,  until  the  informer,  fatigued  with  flaughter,  and 
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gorged  with  blood,  fhall  flumber  on  the  fceptre  of  perjurf. 
No  pen  (hall  be  found  to  undertake  the  difgufting  office  of 
your  hiftoriographer,  and  fome  future  age  (hall  a(k,  what 
became  of  Ireland  ! Do  you  not  fee  that  the  legal  carnage 
that  takes  place,  day  after  day,  has  already  depraved  the 
feelings  of  your  wretched  population,  which  feems  im- 
patient and  clamorous  for  the  amufement  of  an  execution. 

It  remains  with  you — in  your  determination  it  lies,  whether  ^ 
that  population  (hall  alone  be  compofed  of  four  fpecies  of 
men  ; the  informer  to  accafe,  the  jury  to  find  guilty,  the 
judge  to  condemn,  and  the  prifoner  to  fuffer.  Gentlemen  • 
of  the  jury,  it  regardeth  not  me  what  impreffion  your 
verdift  (hall  make  on  the  fate  of  this  country,  but  you  it 
much  regardeth.  The  obfcrvations  1 have  offered — the 
warning  I have  fet  forth,  I bequeath  you  with  all  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  a dying  bequeft ; and,  oh ! may  the  acquittal  of 
your  accufed  fellow-citiz.en  ; that  worthy  and  virtuous  man, 
who  takes  refuge  in  your  verdict,  from  the  vampyre  who 
feeks  to  fuck  his  blood,  be  a bleffed  and  happy  promile  of 
fpeedy  peace,  confidence  and  fecurity  to  this  wretched,  dif- 
trailed,  and  felf-devouring  country 

Mr.  Valentine  OConnor,  examined  by  Mr.  Ponfonby, — 
Depofed  a knowledge  of  the  witnefs,  Reynolds,  from  the 
age  of  five  years,'  and  that  he  did  not  think  him  a mail  to  be 
believed  upon  oath  in  a Court  of  Juftice. 

On  his  crofs-examination,  he  (aid,  that  he  formed  his 
opinion  from  a tranfadlion  that  took  place  between  Mr. 
Reynolds  and  Mr.  Cope,  (which  tranfaction  had  already 
been  explained  to  the  court.)— He  acknowledged  that  Mr. 
Cope  ought  to  know  the  nature  of  that  tranfadlion  full  as 
well,  if  not  better  than  him.  Witnefs  knew  very  little  re(^ 
pefling  Mr.  Bond,  but  had  heard  that  he  was  an  United  , 
Irilhman.  Being  afked  whether  he  had  previoufly  told  any 
one  the  evidence  which  he  ha'd  juft  given,  replied,  that. 
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Upon  a preceding  trial  he  canie  Into  Court,  and  a perfon 
enquiring  from  hini  what  evidence  He  defigned  to  give,  he 
anfwered  that  he  woiild  repeat  no  part  of  it  till  fworn.  He 
acknowledged  that  Mrs.  Bond  had  called  on  him  to  urge 
his  attendance  on  hef  hufband’s  trial,  and  he  did  fo  confor- 
mable to  his  duty,  not  from  any  particular  delire  he  had  to 
appear  on  the  occafion. 

Anne  Fitzgerald  was  next  fworn,  and  her  direct  and  crofs 
evidence  confirmed  her  former  teftimony,  that  the  witnefs 
for  the  crown,  her  nephew,  Thomas  Reynolds,  was  not 
worthy  of  credit  on  his  oath  in  a court  of  juftlce. 

Henry  Wltherington,  an  officer  in  his  Majefty’sfervicej 
examined  by  Mrs  Ponfoiiby. 

Depofed  his  having  unfortunately  a filler  married  to  the  - 
witnefs  Reynolds — that  his  mother  was  dead  about  twelve 
months  lafl  April,  and  that  Mr.  Reynolds  was  the  caufc  of 
her  death,  he  having  adminiftered  a potion  to  her  on  a 
Saturday  evenings  and  that  fhe  died  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing— he  repeated  that  the  potion  was  adminiftered  late  on 
Saturday  night-— reGoIle<Sled  that  the  body  of  his  mother 
was  put  into  a pitched  ftieet  on  Monday  evening — Being 
afked  why  fhe  was  wrapped  in  the  pitched  fheet,  he  replied, 
that  Mr.  Reynolds  faid  it  was  neceflary. — He  further  fwore 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  charafter  of  Reynolds, 
whom  he  did  not  think  worthy  of  credit  on  his  oath  in  a 
Court  of  Juftice. 

Crofs-examlned  by  the  Solicitor  General. — He  acknow- 
ledged that  Mr.  Reynolds  was  abroad  the  evening  previous 
to  his  mother’s  death,  and  when  he  came  home  late  at 
night,  that  he  could  not  gain  admittance  to  her  chamber, 
at  the  door  of  which  he  made  enquiry,  relative  to  her — 
that  Mr.  Reynolds  did  not^  as  advanced  in  the  witnefs’s 
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4ire£l  evidence,  admin ifler  the  potibiT  to  the  witnefs’^ 
mother  late  on  Saturday  evening,  but  gave  it  to  her  early 
in  the  day,  fhe  preparing  and  taking  it  herfelf  at  night—? 
that  he  faw  her  take  it,  and  fhe  frequently  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night  faid  that  Reynolds  gave  it  to  her — that  as  to  the 
fa£t  of  Mr.  Reynold’s  giving  his  mother  any  potion  or  me- 
dicine, he  had  no  other  knowledge  than  what  he  thus  de- 
rived from  thefe  diflcmpering  wanderings — that  a male  and 
female  fervant,  and  a nurfe-tender,  were  at  that  time  in  the 
houfe,  and  knows  not  of  their  being  dead — -a  phyfician  and 
an  apothecary  alfq  attended,  who  ought  to  know  if  his 
mother  had  been  poifoned — he  knows  not  whether  thefe 
be  yet  alive. 

Major  Wkherington,  of  the  9th  dragoons,  examined  by 
I^r.  Curran — was  in  the  north  of  Ireland  when  his  mother 
died,  which  circumftancc  took  place  on  a Sunday— he  ar- 
rived in  town  on  Monday  evening,  but  did  not  fee  her  until 
Tuelday,  when  he  found  her  wrapped  up  in  a pitched  iheet, 
and  fo  disfigured  that  he  could  not  diftinguifli  a feature  of 
her  face— has  reafon  to  know  the  character  of  Mr,  Rey- 
nolds, and  did  not  think  him  vvorthy  of  credit  on  his  oath 
in  a court  of  Juftice,  On  his  crofs-exaraination  by  Mr. 
O’Grady,  Major  Witherington  acknowledged  that  his  dif- 
credit  of  Mr.  Reynolds  on  his  path,  chiefly  arofe  from 
what  he  had  Iworn  for  the  laft  few  days  in  that  Court,  and 
partly  from  lome  thing  which  he  had  faid,  which  the  wiU 
nefs  deemed  an  injuflice  to  his  own  character — not  ac- 
quainted with  the  prifoner,  nor  had  ever,  to  his  knowledge^ 
fecn  him  before. 

William  Cepe,  Efqj  again  examined,  faid  that  he  knew 
Mr.  Reynolds  many  years,  and  from  that  knowledge  be- 
lieved him  to  be  as  deferving  of  credit  on  his  oath,  in  a court 
of  jufticc,  as  any  perfon  he  knows. 
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Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Curran-^*He  depofed  entertain- 
ing the  fame  opinion  of  Mr.  Reynolds  now  and  in  February 
laft---that  it  never  occurred  to  him  whether  he  (Reynolds) 
was  capable  of  violating  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  he 
fuppofed  no  honeft  man  would,  but  the  united  oath  was 
an  exception  to  this  rule,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a deception  on 
the  public  mind-r-and  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Reynolds  himfelf, 
might  be  taken  by  a perfon  without  his  knowing  the  real 
obje£ls  of  it  : never  heard  the  pretty  anecdote  of  a pitch 
fheet  5 did  not  think  Mr.  Reynolds  capable  of  hurrying  an 
old  woman  out  of  the  world  with  crean^  of  tartar,  or  tartar 
emetic ; heard  that  Mrs.  Witherington  was  accuftomed  to 
drink  freely  of  fpirits. 

Mr.  Furlong  depofed  ftrongly  to  the  charaflrer  of  the  wit- 
nefs,  Reynolds,  and  that  from  a knowledge  of  feven  years, 
he  believed  him  worthy  of  credit  in  a court  of  jufticc  on  his 
oath. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Kingfbury,  on  his  dire£l:  evideifce, 
depofed  fimilarly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  from,  a 
knowledge  of  four  years  {landing. 

On  his  crofs-examinatlon  by  Mr.  Curran,  he  fald  that 
it  was  not  him  by  whom  Mr.  Reynolds  was  married,  or 
attended  his  mother-in-law  in  her  laft  moments ; he  was 
not  of  rank  yet  to  be  a fpiritual  Doflor— only  a mailer-  of 
Arts  5 heard  in  court  of  the  pitched  iheet,  and  no.  where 
elfe ; has  been  very  intimate  in  Mr.  Reynolds’  family,  and 
never  heard  of  his  prefcribing  tartar  emetic,  or  his  haying 
been  guilty  of  perjury — that  he  built  his  opinion  of  Mr. ' 
Reynolds  on  his  moral  charailer,  and  the  reditude  of  his 
condudl ; did  think  there  was  fuch  a thing  as  an  hypocrite, 
but  not  that  Mr.  Reynolds  was  one. 

The  evidence  on  both  fides  having  clofed  here, 

Mr  George  Ponfonby,  as  counfel  for  the  prifoner.  fpoke 
to  evidence  tor  an  hour  and  an  half. 


He 
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■ He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Saurin  ; after  which 

Judge  Chamberlain  charged  the  jury. — He  firft  laid  down 
the  law  of  High  Treafon  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
iwafoned  upon  the  juft  diftinftions  which  the  of  the  7th 
William  III.  made.  He  next  went  over  the  courfe  of  evi- 
dence, and  pointedly  remarked,  that  if  Reynolds  was  not  2^ 
true  witnefs,  he  muft  haye  been  a prophet,  as  the  meeting 
he  foretold  adlually  came  to  pafs,  and  the  intentions  he  af- 
eribed  to  the  traitorous  fociety  who  fent  delegates  there, 
fo  woefully  exemplified  in  the  cruel  and  atrocious  rebellion 
which  actually  broke  out.  If  prifoner,  he  faid,  meant  fairly 
to  difprove  Reynolds’s  evidence,  why  not  bring  forward 
Dillon,  Wilfon  and  M‘Cann,  to  whom  he  alluded,  all 
living  inen  within  the  vicinity— men  whom  Reynolds  alleg- 
ed he  aflbeiated  with,  and  with  the  two  former  in  the  pri- 
foner’s  company.  As  to  the  pains  which  had  been  taken  to 
yilifyj  Reynold^’  chara^er^  and  do  away  his  teftimony,  lie’ 
faw  but  one  point  capable  of  ftiaking  his  credit,  that  of  the 
contradiifion  between  him  and  Cornet  Witherington,  ref- 
pefting  the  period  of  his  mother  lurviving  the  medicine 
which  was  admlniftered  to  her  by  Reynolds,  and  the  num- 
ber of  days  in  which  they  differed  as  to  wrapping  her  corpfc 
in  a pitched  iheet  5 but  if  the  idea  of  Reynolds  having  ad- 
miniftered  poifon  to  her  had  prevailed  in  the  family  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  why  not  examine  her  attending  phyftcian 
and  apothecary,  and  profecute  Reynolds  for  murder,  if  their 
informations  authorifed  it  ^ 

The  Jury  retired,  and  the  prifoner  claimed  the  attention 
of  the  court,  to  know  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  fend  up 
to  the  jury  a written  declaration  from  John  M‘Cann™ 
that 'Bond  had  no  knowledge  of  the  motive  or  obje£f  of 
the  meeting  held  at  his  houfe  ?”  Judge  Chamberlaine  re- 
plied, it  was  not  admiilible  in  law,  elfe  he  fhould  be  gra- 
tihed. 


The 
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The  jury  in  a very  few  minutes  returned  with  a vcrdi£t^»- 
guilty. 

Judge  Day,  preparatory  to  pafling  fentence,  made  an 
affecting  addrcls,  andthen  pronounced  the  prifoner^s  awful 
doom  in  the  ordinary  form,  the  prifoner  bowed  refpe^fully, 
and  received  it  with  apparent  refignation-  His  whole  de- 
portment excited  general  fympathy, 

A refpite  of  the  fentence  was  granted  by  government 
on  certain  terms. 

/ 

Counfel  for  the  Crown — Mr-  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Prime  Serjeant,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Saurin,  Mr. 
Standilh  0‘Grady,  Mr.  Mayne,  Mr.  Webber.— rr>*Agent; 
Thomas  Kemmis* 

Counfel  for  the  prifoner,  afsigned  by  the  court— Mn 
Curran,  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby Afsiftant  counfel?  Mr. 

hf^Nally,  Mr.  Green.— Agent  *,  Mr.  Johnfton. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


Public  addrefs  to  Wm.  Cope  Efq, — rApprehenfion  of  a 
Union  with  Great  Britain, — Refolutions  in  confe- 
quence  thereof  by  the  City  of  Dublin^  the  Irifh  Bar^ 
— Opening  of  the  fefsion  in  January^  1799.— 
Lord  Lieutenants  fpeech, — The  Union  propofed — 

* Members  who  voted  for  and  againft  that  meafure.— 
Clofe  of  the  fefsion,— Lord  Lieutenants  fpeech,—Pro-^~ 
rogation, 

I 

ROM  the  preceding  Iketches  we  have  given  of  fome. 
State  Trials  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Rebellion  in  1798,  the 
reader  muft  have  become  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  that  confpiracy,  and  feveral  particulars  relative  to 
implicated  parties.  He  mufl  have  obferved  that  the  country 
was  much  indebted  for  its  fecurity  to  the  exertions  of  .Wm. 
Cope,  Efq.  who  gave  feafonable  intimation  of  the  intended 
mifehief — and  it  is  but  juftice  to  that  gentleman  to  take 
notice  of  the  public  thanks  which  he  received  on  that  oc- 
cafion. 

At  a General  AJfemhly  of  the  Right  Hon,  the  Lord  Mayor ^ 
Sheriffs  y Commons y and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Dublin^  held 
on  the  i^th  Day  of  OnobeVy  1798. 

It  was  Refolved  Unanimoully,  That  the  following  Addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  William  Cope,  Efq. 

“ Sir,' 

We  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  Commons  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  in  Common  Council  affembled,  prefent 
VoL.  HI.  H h you 
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you  our  grateful  thanks  for  the  fignal  fervices  rendered  by 
you  to  this  kingdom  5 by  your  exertions,  under  DWine  Pro- 
vidence, it  has  been  faved  from  a foul  and  dark  confpiracy, 
long  carried  on  by  the  implacable  enemy  of  thefc  realms, 
in  conjuiiffion  with  a traitorous  band  of  rebels,  for  the  total 
extinction  of  our  happy  conltitution,  and  for  the  reparation 
of  this  his  Majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland  froiii  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  devoting  its  loyal  inhabitants  to  malTacre  and 
deltruCtion.** 

‘‘  We  fhould  be  deficient  in  the  common  feelings  of  gra- 
titude for  our  prefervation,  if  on  this  occafion,  we  omitted 
to  exprefs  our  obligations,  by  this  public  mark  of  our 
refpea.** 

Accept  then,  Sir,  this  teftimony  of  our  feeling  for  the 
great  and  important  fervices  you  have  rendered  your  king 
and  country,  the  nation  feels  in  common  with  us^ 

in  the  proteClti^  it  continues  to  enjoy  under  our  happy 
conHitution.’^ 

In  witnefs  whereof  the  common  feal  of  faid  city  is  here- 
to affixed,  tTie  day  and  year  afore  faid. 

*The  Right  Hon,  the  Lord  Mayor,,  Sheriffs^  and  Oentlemen  if 
the  Committee  nuho  prepared  faid  Add:ef,  halving  nvaited  on 
Mr^  Cope  therewith,,  he  returned  the  following  Anfwor: 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

“ This  very  high  acknowledgment  from  fo  revered  and 
refpeCtablc  a part  of  the  conftitution  as  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Sheriffs,  Commons  and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  l^ublin,  in 
Common  Council  affembled,  fills  me  with  awe  and  re- 
verence. 


The 
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The  importance  of  the  fervice  which  you  have  thought 
proper  thus  honourably  to  record,  I feci  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  my  loyal  aountrymen,  and  can  never  be  fufHci- 
ently  thankful  to  that  Divine  Providence,  who  wonderfully 
intcrpoled  and  made  me  the  humble  inftrumenr,  under  his* 
direding  influence,  to  fave  my  fellow  citizens  from  maflacre, 
and  the  kingdom  from  defoiation,- 

“ I fhall  ever  retain  a due  fenfe  of  my  obligations  to  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  have  the  honour 
to  be,’^ 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  ever  obliged. 

And  devoted  faithful 
Servant, 

' ‘ William  Cope.” 

^ z' 

We  come  now  to  the  fubjefl  of  the  Union  with  Great 
Britain ; the  apprehenfion  of  which  excited,  on  its  earlieft 
intimation,  much  difturbance  and  indignation  in  the  public 
mind.  The  following  proceedings  (amonft  others)  took 
place  previous  to  its  parliamentary  difcufl[ion. 

In  purfuance  of  a requifition  figned  by  27  lawyers  of  the 
firft  refpeflability  and  charafler  of  the  profeflion,  a meeting 
of  the  Irifh  Bar  took  place  on  Sunday  the  9th  of  December, 
at  the  Exhibition  Houfe  in  William-ftreet,  to  deliberate  on 
the  queftion  of  an  Union  between  this  kingdom  and  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  an  incorporation  of  the  le- 
giflature.  The  meeting  was  very  numerous,  and  obliged 
to  be  adjourned  from  the  Courts  to  the  above  place. 

Ambrofe  Smith,  Efq.  Father  of  the  Bar,  being  called  to 
the  Chair,  Mr.  Saurin  opened  the  bufinefs,  and  after  ftat- 
ing  the  queftion  with  his  ufual  ability,  as  to  the  meafurc 
and  period  of  propofing  it,  when  the  country  was  but  juft 
H h z delivered 
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delivered  from  a rebellion  the  moft  favage  that  ever  fcourged 
a country,  moved.  “ That  the  meajure  of  alegifaiive  Union 
cf  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain  is  an  innovation ^ which  it 
•would  be  highly  dangerous  and  improper  to  propofe  at  the  prefent 
junElurCy  to  this  country!'* 

Mr.  Spencer  (a  genllethan  who  had  taken  a very  laudable 
lead  in  oppoling  this  meafure,  and  wrote  a pamphlet  on  the 
fubje^l)  feconded  the  refolution,  and  fupported  it  in  a fpeech 
of  fome  length,  and  ftrong  reafoning^ 

Mr.  St  George  Daly,  moved,  That  the  further  con- 
fideration  of  this  refolution  fliould  be  adjourned  for  a 
month,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Jamefon.  ^ 

On  this  a long,  fpirited,  and  molt  animated  debate  took 
place, "which  lalVed  for  many  hours,  in  which  not  only  the 
propriety  of  the  adjournment,  but  the  merits  of  the  quefti- 
on,  were  in  many  inftanccs  moft  ably  difeufled.  The  fup- 
porters  of  the  adjournment,  and  confequently  thofe  who* 
oppofed  the  refolution  moved  by  Mr.  Saurin,  were,  Mr. 

George  Daly,  Mr.  Jamefon,  Mr.  T.  Grady,  Mr.  John 
Beresford,  (fon  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Tuamj  Mr.  J.  W. 
Stokes,  Mr.  Gerahty,  Mr.  M‘Clelland,  and  Mr.  Webber. 
On  the  other  fide  were  Mr.  Saurin,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Peter 
Burrowes,  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Drifcoll,  Mr.  Goold, 
Mr.  W.  Belle^v,  Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Leader,  Mr.  Plunket,  Mr. 
Lynch,  and  Mr.  Francis  Dobbs. 

At  eight  o’clock  a divifion  took  place. 

'Ayes  for  the  adjournment  - - 32 

Noes  - - - « 166 

Majority  - - 134 

On  which  the  following  refolutiens  were  put  and  car- 
ried. 


Refolvcd, 
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^efolved,  the'  meafure  of  a legiflative  Union  of  this 

kingdom  and  Great  Britain^  is  an  innovation  which  it  would  be 
highly  dangerous  and  improper  to  propofe  at  the  prefent  juncture 
of  the  country P'* 

It  was  then  refolye.d,  That  the  Chairman  dojeaveihe 
Chair y and  that  William  Saurin,  El’q.  do  take  the  fame f 

Refolved,  “ Th'at  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  prefented  to  our 

worthy  F other y Ambrofe  Smith,  YSc\,forhis  very  proper  con*^ 
duSi  in  the  Chair F 

Refolved,  “ Thai  the  following  re folutions  b^  publified. 

Signed  by  Order, 

William  Ridgeway,  Sec.*’ 


CITY  QF  DUBLIN. 

foji  AJfembly  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Alayory  Sherif'ty 
Commons y and  Citizens  sf  the  City  of  Dublin y held  at  the 
Exhibition  Houfcy  THilliam-Streety  on  Monday  the  \^th  Day, 
of  December  y 1798. 

“ A variety  of  rumours  being  in  circulation,  that  an  in- 
tended XJnion  of  this  kingdom  with  Great. Britain, was  in, 
agitation,  induced  a General  ABemhly,  of  this  city,  to  call 
on  the  LfOrd  Mayor,  to  hold  a Toft  AlTembly,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  taking  faid  queftion  into  confideration.'- 

“'Refolved  unanimouCy,  That  by  the  fplrited  exertions 
of  the  people  and  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  the  trade 
and  conftitution  thereof  were  fettled  oiji  principles  fo  li- 
beral, that  the  nation  has  rifen  ever  lince  rapidly  in  wealth 
gnd  confequcnce. 

“ Refolved'unanimoufly,  That  having  boldly  defended 
the  conftitution  in  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  againh  the 
open  and  fecret  abetters  of  rebellion  5.  ws  are  determined 

fteadll^' 
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fteadily  to  oppofe  any  attempt  that  may  be  made,  to  fur- 
render  the  free  Icgiflation  of  this  kingdom,  by  uniting  it 
with  the  legiflaturc  of  Great  Britain.” 

Ordered,  That  faid  refolutions  be  publifhed. 

t ^ Signed  by  order, 

. ■ Allen  and  Green, 

Town  Clerks 


At  a very  numerous  and  refpeBahle  Meeting  of  the  Bankers  and 

Merchants  of  the  City  of  Dublin ^ held  at  the  Man/ton-houfe^ 

$n  Tuef day  the  Mh  of  December^  1798. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Alayor  in  iheChair. 

The  folloiving  refolutions  vuere  unanimoifly  agreed  to  : 

**  Refolved,  That  iince  the  renunciation  of  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  yeaf  1782,  to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  the 
commerce  and  •profperity  of  this  kingdom  have  eminently 
jncreafed// 

« Refolved,  That  we  attribute  thefe  blefiings  under  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  gracious  favour  of  our  beloved  Sovereign, 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  Irifh  parliament.” 

‘‘  Refolved,  That  we  look  with  abhorrence  on  any  at- 
tempt to  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of  their  parliament, 
and  thereby  of  their  conftitutional  right,  and  immediate 
power  to  legiflate  for  themfelves.” 

« Refolved,  That  imprelTed  with  every  fentiment  of  loyalty 
to  our  King,  and  affecflionate  attachment  to  Britifh  con- 
necfliion,  we  conceive,  that  to  agitate  in  parliament  a queflion 
of  the  legiflative  Union  between  this  kingdom  and  Great 
Britain,  would  be  highly  dangerous  and  impolitic.” 

The  Lord  Mayor  having  left  the  Chair,  and  William  D 
Latouchc,  Efq.  being  requefted  to  take  it,  ' ’ . : 


Refolved 
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Refolved  Unanlmoufly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 
for  his  readinefs  in  calling  the  Meeting,  and  for  his  Lord- 
Ihip’s  very  proper  conducft  in  the  Chair,” 

The  Lord  Mayor  having  refumed  the  Chair, 

Refolved  Unanimoufly,  That  his  Lordlhip  be  requeft- 
ed  to  fign  thefe  Refolutions  in  the  name  of  the  Bankers  and 
Merchants  of  Dublin,  and  that  the  fame  be  publiihed  in  all 
the  public  papers.” 

Thomas  Andrews,  Mayor, 


Qn  the  ildy  yanuaty^  ^799>  Excellency  Lord  Co7'nuualks 
(then  Lord  Lieutenant)  open  d a nem^fe jjiqn  of  E arliameni, 
•with  the j blowing  fpcech, 

“ -My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  * 

I have  received  his  Majefty^s  commands  to  meet  you  in 
Parliament,” 

I congratulate  you  on  the  happy  effecSls,  which  have 
followed  the  unparalleled  atchievements  of  the  detachment 
of  his  Majefty’s  fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral 
Lord  Nelfon,  on  the  total  defeat  of  the  French  fquadron 
off  the  cotfts  of  this  kingdom  by  that  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  and  on  the  brilliant  and  irh- 
portant  conqueft  of  Minorca  \ thefe  events,  while  they  af- 
ford to  us,  in  common  with  every  other  defeription  of  his 
/Majefty’s  fubjeefts,  matter  of  juft  pride  anci  iatisfadtron,  muft 
at  the  fame  time  give  confidence  to  other  powers,  and  fhev/ 
to  all  Europe  the  beneficial  effects  of  a fyftem  of  vigour  and 
exertion  directed  with  manly  perfeverance  againit  the  de- 
ifru£live  projefts  of  the  common  enemy.” 

I feel  much  concern,  in  being  obliged  to  acquaint  you  that 
a fpirit  of  diraffe£lipn  ftUl  prevails  in  feveral  parts  of  this 

kingdonij, 
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kingdom,  and  that  the  iecret  agents  of  the  enemy  are  aflive 
in  raifing  an  expe£lation  of  frefh  afliftance  from  France.’* 

In  this  fituation,  and  under  the  evident  necefUtyof  co  n- 
tinuing  the  war  with  vigour,  his  Majefty  firmly  relies  upon 
that  fpirit  and  magnanimity  which  have  hitherto  marked  all 
your  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  of 
the  intercflis  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  general  caufe  of  the 
empire.” 

“ Gentlemen  cf  the  Houfe  oj  Commons ^ 

**  I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  efl;i mates  to  be 
laid  before  you,  and  as  I am  confident  your  wifdom  will 
raife  the  fupplics  which  may  be  neceflary,  in  the  manner 
leafl:  burthenfome  to  the  fubje^t,  fo  you  may  depend  upon 
my  attention  to  their  prudent  and  economical  applica- 
tion.” 

It  is  with  great  fatisfadion  I obferve  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  our  internal  calamities,  this  kingdom,  blended  as  its 
interefts  are  in  the  general  profperity  of  the  empire,  has 
participated  in  the  efieits  of  the  cncrcaficg  wealth  and  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  revenues  and  trade 
have  encreafed.” 

Mji  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

**  It  is  my  du^to  recommend  to  your  attention  the  various 
obje^Is  of  internal  regulation  which  have  fo  long  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  your  protedlion  and  fupport.  Your  agricul- 
ture, your  manufactures,  and  particularly  the  linen  manu- 
facture, the  Proteftant  charter  fchoois  and  other  charitable 
inftitutions,  will  require,  and  will  I am  fare  continue  to  re- 
ceive, that  aid  and  encouragement  which  they  have  uniform- 
ly experienced  from  the  liberality  of  Parliament.  I am 
confident  you  will  feel  a particular  anxiety  to  give  further 
attention  to  the  juft  and  honourable  claims  of  ihofe  who 
hate  fuffered  from  their  loyalty  during  the  rebellion.” 


« His 
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His  Majefty  depends  upon  your  perfever’mg  energy  to 
reprefs  by  every  wife  effort  the  fpirit  of  difaffedlion  which 
ftili  requires  the  exerclfe  of  extraordinary  powers  to  check 
its  malignant  effe^ls.  In  recurring,  where  the  occafions 
have  required  it,  to  adts  of  indifpenfable  fev4?rityj  I have 
not  been  inattentive  to  the  fuggeftions  of  mercy,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  effe<fts  of  penal  juftice,  and  the 
neceflary  exertions  of  the  powers  of  the  ftate,  with  as  much 
forbearance  and  lenity  as  could  be  conhftent  with  the  public 
fafety.” 

In  the  general  caufe  which  engages  the  empire  our  prof- 
peft  is  highly  encouraging,  but  in  proportion  as  a fuccefsful 
termination  of  the  war  becomes  probable,  our  efforts  (hould 
be  redoubled  in  order  to  fecure  it 

‘‘  The  zeal  of  his  Majefty^s  regular  and  militia  forces,  the 
gallantry  of  the  yeomanry,  the  honourable  co-operation  of 
the  Britifh  fencibles  and  militia,  and  the  a^Iivity,  Ikill  and 
%'alour  of  his  Majefty's  fleets,  will,  I doubt  not,  defeat  every 
future  effort  of  the  enemy  ; but  the  more  I have  reflected 
on  the  fituation  and  circumftanccs  of  this  kingdom,  con- 
fidering  on  the  one  hand  the  ftrength  and  ftabiiity  of  Great  ' 
Britain,  and  on  the  other  thofe  divifions  which  have  fliakcn 
Ireland  to  its  foundations,  the  more  anxious  1 am  for  fome 
permanent  adjultmcnt  which  may  extend  the  advantages  en- 
joyed by  our  filler  kingdom  to  every  part  of  this  ifland,’* 

The  unremitting  induftry,  with  which  our  enemies  per^ 
fevere  in  their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  effect  a re- 
paration of  this  kingdom  from  Great  Britain,  muft  have  en- 
gaged your  particular  attention,  and  his  Majejly  commands 
me  to  CKprefs  his  anxious  hope  that  this  conft  derat  ion,  joined  to  the 
fentiment  of  mutual  affeBion  and  common  interejl^  ma^ 
the  parliaments  in  both  kingdoms  to  provide  the  moji  effeBuai 
weans  of  maintaining  and  improving  a connexion  ejfential  to  their 


common 
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oimmon  fecurity^  and  of  confolidatingy  as  far  as  poffible^  into  one 
firm  and  lafiing  fabric^  the  Jlrengthy  the  power  and  the  rfources 
^the  Britijh  empire*'* 

On  the  24th  of  Jan.  1799^  the  committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majeftyj  reported  they  had 
drawn  up  the  following  : 

JVLoJi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

« We,  your  Maiefly’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the, 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to 
;tpproach  your  Majefty  with  the  moft  cordial  exprefsions  of 
duty,  loyalty,  and  attachment  to  your  Majefty’s  facred  per-  • 
(bn,  family  and  government, 

Wc  fincerely  anticipate  in  the  fatisfa^ftion  which  your  Ivla- 
jefty  muft  feel  in  the  happy  effefls  which  have  followed  the 
unparalleled  atchievement  of  the  detachment  of  your  Majefn 
ty’s  fieet  under  the  command  of  rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon, 
on  the  total  defeat  of  the  French  fqaadron  off  the  coafts  of 
this  kingdom  by  that  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Bor=. 
lafe  Warren,  and  on  the  Drilliant  and  important  conqueft  of 
Minorca  ; thefe  events,  while  they  afford  to  us  in  common 
■with  every  other  defeription  of  your  Majefty ’s  fubje<51:s,  mat- 
ter of  juft  and  honorable  pride,  are  calculated  to  infpire. 
other  powers  with  confidence,  and  manifeft  to  all  Europe 
that  a fyftem  of  vigour  and  exertion,  direfied  with  manly 
perfeverance  againft  the  deftruffive  projects  of  the  common 
enemy,  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  beneficial  confe- 
quences.’* 

“We  moft  fincerely  lament^  that  in  feveral  parts  of  this 
kingdom  a fpirit  of  difaffeclion  ftill  exifts,  and  that  the  ex- 
pectation of  foreign  affiftance  is  kept  alive  among  the. lower 
claffes  by  the  fecret  agents  of  France  ; but  your  Majefty  may 
rely  upon  the  firmnefs  of  our  determination  to  counteract 
every  machination  of  the  enemy,  and  to  continue  our  cxer- 
^ tions 
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tions  v/ith  unabated  vigour  in  fupport  of  the  honour  of  your 
crown,  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom  and  the  general  cauie 
of  the  empire.” 

‘‘  We  fhall  take  into  confideration  the  public  accounts  and  ; 
the  cftimates  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  in  granting  the  ne- 
ceffary  fupplles  we  fhall  endeavour  to  render  them  as  little 
burthenfome  to  the  people  as  poffible  *,  it  will  be  our  defire 
to  make  them  adequate  to  the  necefiary  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  as  we  are  confident  they  will  be  prudently  and  cecono- 
mically  applied.” 

“ In  refiedling  on  the  general  profperity  of  the  empire^  wc 
feel  with  true  fatisfa£lion  that  notwithftanding  our  internal 
calamities  the  revenue  and  trade  of  this  kingdom  have  en«» 
creafed,  and  that  our  iriterefts  are  fo  blended  with  thofe  of 
Great  Britain  as  to  produce  a participation  in  the  general 
profperity.’’  " ^ ^ v 

“ Your  Majefty  may  be  alTured  that  the  Proteftant  charter 
fchools  and  other  charitable  inftitutions,  which  have  ufiially 
received  the  aid  of  Parliament,  will  continue  to  be  encour- 
aged by  our  fupport,  and  that  we  fhall  not  fail  in  our  atten*» 
tion  to  the  agriculture,  the  manufaeftures,  and  particularly 
to  the  linen  manufadlure  of  this  kingdom  ; the  honourable 
claims  of  thofe  who  have  fuffered  from  their  loyalty  during 
the  rebellion,  as  they  have  interefted  your  Majefty’s  humane 
regard,  are  recommended  to  our  liberality  by  every  endear- 
ingmotive.” 

“ We  beg  leave  to  afiure  your  Majefty,  that  we  fhall  dire£l 
our  efforts  with  perfevering  energy  for  reprefling  that  fpirit 
of  difaffection  which  ftill  requires  extraordinary  powers  to 
check  its  malignant  effedls ; V7e  acknowledge  the  i^s  of  fc- 
verity  which  have  been  exercifed  to  be  indifpenfiible,  whilft 
we  are  fenfible  that  the  rigours  of  penal  juftice  have  been 
tempered  with  as  much  forbearance  and  lenity  as  the  public 
fafety  would  admit,’^ 


We 
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“ We  rejoice,  that  in  the  general  caufe  which  engages  the 
empire,  our  profpects  are  highly  improved  ^ and  we  feel  the 
warmeft  incentives  to  redouble  our  exertions,  as  the  proba- 
bility is  increaf(pd  of  bringing  the  war  to  a fuccefsful  termi- 
nation.** 

“ It  muft  be  highly  gratifying  to  your  Majefty  to  refle£l  on 
that  zeal  which  has  been  manifefted  by  the  regular  and  mi- 
litia forces,  and  by  that  gallantry  which  has  diftinguiflied 
the  yeomanry.  We  cannot  too  highly  applaud  their  con- 
duct, and  when  we  confider  the  honorable  and  efFe£tual  afr 
iiftance  of  the  Britilh  fencibles  and  militia,  and  the  affivity, 
fkill  and  valour  of  your  Majefty’s  fleets,  we  doubt  not  that 
every  future  effort  of  the  enemy  will  be  fruftrated  but  re- 
fle£ling  on  the  iituation  and  circumftahces  of  this  kingdom, 
and  confidering  on  the  one  hand  the  ftrength  and  ftability 
of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  other  thofe  divifjons  which 
have  fhaken  this  kingdom  to  its  foundations,  we  fhould  feel 
happy  if  any  adjuftment  can  be  devifed  which  may  extend 
the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  After  kingdom  to  every  part 
of  this  Ifland/^ 

* ‘‘  The  unremitting  activity,  with  which  our  enemies  per- 
‘‘  fevere  in  their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  effe<ft  a 
reparation  of  this  kingdom  from  Great  Britain,  muft  con- 
ftantly  engage  our  moft  earned  attention;  and  as  yonr 
“ Majcfty  hao  condefeended  to.  exprefs  an  anxious  hope  that 
this  circumftance,  joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  af- 
“ fe£lion  and  common  intereft,  may  difpole  the  Parliament 

in 


* The  Queflioa  being  put,  that  this  paragraph  ftand  part  of  the  addrefs, 
the  houfedivided. 


Ayes  . ......  II  6 

Noes  . . . . . . . ,111 

Majority  againft  a Union  5 


Tellers  for  the  Noes,  Sir  L.  Parfons,  and  Dj  B.  Daly. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  James  Me.  Clelland,  and  William  Smith . 
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“ in  both  kingdoms  to  provide  the  moft  effectual  means  of 
“ maintaining  and  improving  a connexion  eflential  to  their 
“ common  I'ecurity,  and  of  confolidating,  as  far  as  poflible, 
“ into  one  firm  and  failing  fabric,  the  ftrength,  the  power 
“ and  the  relburces  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  we  fhall  not  fail 
“ to  give  the  fullefl  confideration  to  a communication  of 
“ fuch  momentous  importance.” 

“ We  return  yourMajefly  our  fincerefl  thanks  for  continu- 
ing the  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  the  government  of  this  king- 
dom, whofe  eminent  military  talents,  and  whofe  experien- 
ced wifdom  and  benevolence  are  fo  peculiarly  calculated  to 
infpire  your  Majefly’s  faithful  people  with  confidence  at  this 
important  crifis.” 


The  meafure  of  the  Union  being  at  length  brought  for-’ 
ward,  was  this  feffion  rejeflcd, — we  cannot  enter  minutely 
into  a report  of  the  debate  on  it,  which  would  exceed  our 
limits,  as  we  fhall  find  it  was  again  agitated  and  carried  in 
the  leflion  following,  and  the  arguments  for  and  againfi:  It, 
were  at  each  time  founded  on  much  the  fame  principles. — 
The  following  is  a lift  of  the  members  who  voted  on  this  oc- 
cafion  in  the  feffion  of  1 799. 

I 

The  following  are  thofe  who  voted  agair.Ji  an  Union, 


Hon.  A.  Achefon, 
W.  C.  Alcock 
M.  Archdall 
David  Babington 
John  Bagwell 
John  Ball 
Jonah  Barrington 
J.  C.  Beresford 
Arth.  Browne 
Wm.  Burton 


Robert  Crowe 
Lord  Vife.  Corry 
Lord  Clements 
Lord  Cole 
Hon.  Col.  Cole 
Geo.  Crookfhank 
Hon.  A.  Creighton 
Hon.  J.  Creighton 
Jof.  Edw.  Cooper 
Henry  Coddington 


James  Cane 
Lord  Caulfield 
D.  B.  Daly 
Richard  Dawfon 
Arthur  Dawfon 
Francis  Dobbs 
Rich.  L.  Edgeworth 
John  Egan 
George  Evans 
Sir  John  Freke,  Bt* 
Fred. 
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Fred.  J.  Falkiner 
R,  Ho.  J.  Fitzgerald 
W*  C.  Fortefcue 
Hon.  Tho.  Fofter 
/i^rthur  French 
William  Gore 
Ham.  Gorges 
Hans  Hamilton 
Wm.  Handcock 
Edw.  Hardman 
Francis  Hardy 
Sir  Jofeph  Hoare 
Alex.  Hamilton 
Ho.  A.  C.  Hamilton 
Sir  Fran.  Hopkins 
Gilbert  King 
Charles  King 
Hon.  Robert  King 
Rt.  Hon.  Hen.  King 
John  King 
Ld.  Vif.  Kingsboro’ 
Hon.  G.  Knox 
Francis  Knox 
John  Latouche 
John  Latouche,  jun. 
Robt.  Latouche 
Dav.  Latouche 
C.  P.  Leflie 


Edward  Lee 
Sir  Tho.  Lighten 
A.  Mt.  Gomery 
Sir  John  McCartney 
Col.  John  Maxwell 
Wm.  Tho.  Monfell 
Arthur  Moore 
Lord  Mathew 
John  Metge 
Richard  Neville 
Thomas  Newenham 
Chari.  0‘Hara 
Henry  Osborne 
Sir  Edw.  0‘Brien 
Hon.  W.  0‘Callag- 
han 

Hugh  0‘Donel 
James  M.  0‘Donel 
Rt.  Hon.  Geo.  Ogle 
Rt.  Plon.  W.  Brab. 

Ponfonby 
Geo.  Ponfonby 
Major  W.  Ponfonby 
John  Prefion 
Jofeph  Prefton 
Sir  John  Parnel 
Richard  Power 
Sir  L.  Parlons 


W.  C.  Plunket 
William  Ruxton 
Abel  Ram 
Guft.  Rochfort 
John  S.  Rochfort 
Sir.  W*  Richardfon 
Fr.  Saunderfon 
W.  Sm>"*h,  Wejim, 
James  Stewart 
Henry  Stewart 
Sir  R.  St.  George 
tion.  B Stratford 
Ho.  Barry  St.  Leger 
Nath.  Sneyd 
H.  W.  J.  Skeffington 
Thomas  Stannus 
Fran,  Savage 
Wm.  Tighe 
Henry  Tighe 
Hon.  R.  Trench 
John  Taylor 
Hon.  R,  Taylor 
Tho.  Towniend 
Charles  Vereker 
Owen  Wync  ' 
John  Waller 
E.  D,  Wilfon 

[in] 


The  following  are  thofe  who  voted  for  an  Union. 


H.  Alexander 
R.  ^Alexander 
R*  Annefley 
R.  Archdail 
Wm.  Bailey 
Rt.  Ho.  J.  Berelford 
J.  Beresford,  Jun. 
Marcus  Beresford, 

J.  Bingham 
J.  H.  Blake 
W,  Blak^ney 


Sir  J.  Blaquiere 
Ant.  Botet 
James  Boyd 
Lord  Boyle 
Rt.  H,  D.  Browne 
Stewart  Bruce 
George  Burdett 
Tho,  Burgh 
Ld,  Caftlereagh 
Sir  H.  Cavendilh 
Geo.  Cavendilh 
% 


Broderick  Chinnery 
Rt.  H.  T.  Conolly 
E.  Cooke 
C.  H.  Coote 
R.  Cornwall 
Rt.  H.  I.  Corry 
Sir  J.  Cotter 
R.  Cotter 
Wm.  Crofbie 
St.  George  Daly 
Wm.  Elliot 

Gen. 
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Gen.  Euftace 
Ld.  Chas.  Fitzgerald 
A.  Fergufon 
Maur.  Fitzgerald 
R.  Uni.  Fitzgerald 
Hon.  W.  Forward 
Sir  C.  Fortefcue 
J.  Galbraith 
H.  D.  Grady 
Richard  Hare 
F.  Har« 

Hugh  Howard 
Col.  B Henniker 
Peter  Holmes 
Hon  F.  Hutchinfon 
Hon.  J.  Hutchinfon 
Col.  G.  Jackfon 
Denham  Jephfon 
Hon. 'John  Jocelyn 
Robert  Johnfon 
Walter  Jones 
John  Keane 
James  Kearny 
Henry  Kemmis 


William  Knott 
Andrew  Knox 
James  Knox 
Sir  H.  Langrifhe 
Thos.  Lind  fay,  fe^ 


Chas.  Oiborne 
T.  Packenham 
Fred.  Trench 
Sir  Boyle  Roch©^ 
R.  Rutledge 


Thos.  Lindfay,  jitn.  Sir  Geo.  Shee 
M.  Longfield  H.  Skeffington 

John  Longfield  Wm.  Smith 

Capt.  J.  Longfield  Henry  M.  Sandfprd 
Francis  M‘Namara  Edmond  Stanley 
Rofs  Mahon  John  Staples 

Richard  Martin  John  Stewart 

Rt.Ho.  J.M.Mafon  John  Stratton 
H.  Dillon  Maflcy  Charles  Tottenham 


James  M‘Cleland 
E.  A.  M‘Naghten 
Lorenzo  Moore 
Stephen  Moore 


Rt.  Hon.  J.  Toler 
J.  Townfend 
Lord  Tyrone 
R.  Uniackc 


Rt.  H. Lodge  Morres  J.  O.  Vandeleur 
Sir  R.  Mulgrave  James  Verner 
Thos.  Nefbit  Lt..Col.  Wemys 

Sir  W.  Newcomen  Henry  Weftenra 
W.  Odell  Ben.  B.  Woodward 

C.  M.  Ormfby  W.  Yelverton 


[ii6j 

The  rejeflion  of  the  Union  was  fo  highly  approved  of  by 
the  kingdom  in  general,  that  public  addrefles  were  voted 
from  all  parts  to  thofe  who  had  oppofed  it  in  parliament — 
particularly  to  Earl  Charlemont,  Sir  John  farnel,  Mr. 
Fofter,  Mr.  Saurin,  Mr.  Barrington,  &c.  &c. 

On  the  111:  June  1799  his  Excellency  Earl  Cornwallis 
clofed  the  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

“ My  Lords  and  GentlemeUy 

I have  received  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  releafc  you 
from  your  further  attendance  in  parliament,  in  order  that 
the  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  are  flill  agitated 
by  the  projedls  of  the  difafFe£led,  may  ^oliap  the  advantage 
of  your  more  immediate  vigilance  and  protc^lion.’’ 

“ I am  at  the  fame  time  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  for  the  continued  and  undiminiflied  zeal  which  you 
have  manifellcd  for  countera^ling  the  wicked  plots  of  inter- 
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Jial  confpirators,  and  for  the  defeat  of  every  hoftile  attcrijpt 
which  the  defperation  of  the  enemy  may  meditate.’* 

“ The  fituation  of  affairs  on  the  Continent  has  been  ma- 
terially improved  in  the  period  which  has  elapfed  lincc  the 
commencement  of  the  feffion.  The  lignal  advantages  al- 
ready obtained  by  the  Aulfrian  arms,  and  the  vigorous  and 
decifive  exertions  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  muft  be  fubjec"ls 
of  great  joy  and  congratulation  to  all  who  can  eftimate  the 
value  of  eftablifhed  order  and  legitimate  government.  'I 
know  the  pleafure  you  muft  derive  from  the  confoling  prof- 
pc£t  that  Europe  may  be  ultimately  refeued  from  the  ra- 
vaging arms,  and  the  defolating  principles  of  France.” 

GentUtiien  of  the  Houfe  oj  Commonsy 
I thank,  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the  large  and  ex- 
traordinary fupply  which  you  have  fo  honourably  voted  to 
meet  every  wifh  of  the  government  and  every  exigency  of 
the  ftate.  You  muft  refleft  with  the  higheft  fatisfadion  on 
the  liberal  co-operation  which  in  every  moment  of  difficulty 
you  have  experienced  from  the  Britifh  parliament ; and  I 
have  the  fuUetl  confidence  that  the  public  fpirit  of  this 
country  will  not  be  found  inferior  to  that  of  Great-Britain 
in  fubmitting  to  fuch  temporary  burthen  as  the  fafety  of  the 
community  niay  require.” 

“ I fincerely  regret  that  fo  extenllve  a demand  fhould  be 
made  upon  your  liberality,  but  when  no  meafure  has  been 
left  untried  by  the  malice  of  our  enemies  to  fever  this  king- 
dom from  the  Britifh  empire,  and  to  involve  you  in  all  the 
horrors  of  rebellion  and  mafTacre,  you  have  difplayed  true 
wifdom  in  proportioning  your  exertions  to  the  blefiings  you 
have  to  preferve,  and  the  miferies  uohavc  to  avert/’ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I am  to  retur«<j^^ou  his  Majefty’s  acknowledgments  for  the 
many  important^’meafures  you  have  accomplifhed  this  feffi- 
on.  Your  liberality  and  juftice  to  thofe  who  have  fuffered 
from  their  loyalty,  will  confirm  the  exertions  of  the  wcll- 
dlfpofcd  *,  and  your  judicious  provifions  for  the  regulation 

of 
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of  paper  currency  are  calculated  to  prelerve  its  credit  from 
depreciation  without  diminithing  the  necelTary  circulations. 

1 am  fenfible  of  the  confidence  which  you  have  repofed 
in  me,  by  enabling  me  to  exercife  the  powers  of  martial  law 
in  the  manner  bcft  adapted  to  the  prefent  circumftanccs  of 
the  country.  It  will  be  my  care  to  employ  thofe  powers 
for  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  given,  by  taking  the 
moft  cfFe61ual  and  fummary  meafures  for  the  fuppreffion  and 
punifhment  of  rebellious  proceedings,  interfering  as  little 
as  pollible  with  the  ordinary  adminidration  of  juftice  among 
his  Majefty’s  peaceable  fubjedts. 

' I have  his  Majefty’s  particular  commands  to  acquaint  you, 
that  a joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  laid  before  his  Majefty,  accompanied 
by  Refolutions  propofing  and  recommending  a complete 
ani  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be 
cftablifhed  by  the  mutual  conlent  of  both  parliaments, 
founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles,  on  the  fimilarity  of 
laws,  conftitution  and  government,  and  on  a fenfc  of  mu- 
tual interefts  and  afredions.  His  Majefty  will  receive  the 
greateft  fatisfaeftion  in  witnefling  the  accompliftiment  of  a 
fyftem,  which  by  allaying  the  unhappy  diftraclions  too  long 
prevalent  in  Ireland,  and  by  promoting  the  fecurity,  wealth 
and  commerce  of  his  refpe^live  kingdoms,  muft  afford  them 
at  all  times,  and  efpecially  in  the  prefent  moment,  the  beft 
means  of  jointly  oppofing  an  effeftual  refiftance  to  the  de- 
ftrudive  jirojeds  of  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  ; and  his 
Majefty  as  the  common  father  of  his  people  muft  look  for- 
ward with  earneft  anxiety  to  the  moment,  when  in  con- 
formity to  the  fentiments,  wilhes  and  real  interefts  of  his 
fubjefts  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  they  may  all  be  in- 
^ feparably  united  In  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleftings  of  a 
free  conftitution,  in  the  iupport  of  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  Majefty’s  crown,  and  in  the  prefervation  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  whole  Britifh 
empire. 

VoL.  III.  I i I feel 
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I feel  moft  fcftfibly  the  arduous  fituation  in  which  1 am 
placed,  and  the  weight  of  the  truft  which  his  Majefty  has 
impofed  upon  me  at  this  moft  important  crifis,  but  if  I 
fhould  be  io  fortunate  as  to  contribute  in  the  (mallcft  de- 
gree to  the  fucccfs  of  this  great  meafure,  I fhall  think  the 
labours  and  anxieties  of  a life  devoted  to  the  fervicc  of  my 
country  amply  repaid,  and  ftiall  retire  with  the  confeious 
fatisfa£lion,  that  I have  had  fome  (hare  in  averting  from  his 
Majefty’s  dominions  thofe.  dangers  and  calamities  which 
have  overfpread  fo  large  a portion  of  Europe. 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  1 7th  July 
following, . ^ 
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Commencement  of  the  fejfton  in  January  i ^oo.-->Lord  Lieu^ 
tenants  Speech. -^Debates  thereon. — Addrefs  to  his  Majejly 
propofedy  debates  on  motion y to  amend fame, — Addrefs  carried, 
— Proceeding  relative  to  the  Union  rot  eji  of  the  Lords. 

• — Articles  of  the  Union. — Conclufton  of  the  feffion, 

N Wednefday  January  15,  1800,  his  Excellency  tlie 
Lord  Lieutenant  went  in  ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
delivered  the  following  fpecch  ; 

‘‘  My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 

“ I have  received  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  afTemble  you 
in  Parliament/* 

“ Upon  a review  of  the  important  and  glorious  events 
that  have  dillinguilhed  the  period  which  has  elapfed  fince 
I laft  addrciled  you,  the  molt  gratifying  and  encouraging 
refleiftions  prefent  themfelves  to  our  confideration.’* 

“ By  the  brilliant  courfc  of  vicflories  atchieved  by  the 
combined  Imperial  armies,  the  various  kingdoms  and  Bates 
of  Italy  have  been  delivered  from  the  ravages  and  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  French.** 

“ The  throne  of  Naples  and  our  friendly  connection  with 
that  kingdom  have  been  reftored.’* 

“ The  French  expedition  to  Egypt  has  been  checked  in 
its  career  by  the  exertions  of  the  Turkilh  arms,  alEited  by 
> fmall  detachment  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  the  gallantry 

of  their  heroic  commander.** 

\ 
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The  hoflile  plans  of  the  common  enemy  in  India  have 
terminated  in  the  total  dcllru<5tion  of  the  power  which  had 
been  milled  by  their  artifices,  and  through  the  timely,  vi- 
gorous and  decifive  countels  of  the  Marquis  W cllefley, 
and  the  confummate  Ikill  and  valour  of  his  Majefty’s  gene- 
rals, officers  and  troops,  the  Britifh  pofleffions  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe  have  been  beneficially  extended  and  cJOfec- 
lUally  fecured,” 

Ey  the  defccnt  of  bis  Majefty’s  forces  and  of  his  Ruffian 
allies  on  the  coafl  of  Holland,  the  Dutch  fleet  has  been 
happily  rescued  from  the  power  of  the  enemy  , and  al- 
though the  ieafoii,  peculiarly  unfavourable  to  military  ope- 
rations, produced  the  neceflity  of  relinquilhing  an  enter- 
prize  fo  fortunately  jDCgun,  and  prevented  the  complete  ac- 
complilhment  of  his  Majefty’s  views,  yet  the  refult  of  that 
expedition  has  been  peculiarly  beneficial  to  this  kingdom, 
in  removing  all  fear  of  an  attack  oh  our  coaffs  from  a quar- 
ter whence  it  had  been  fo  often  planned,  and  in  enabling 
kis  MajeAy/s  fleets  to  direct  their  vigilance  exclufively  to 
the  iingle  port  from  which  the  enemy  can  attack  this  coun- 
try with  any  hope  even  of  a temporary  fuccefs.’ 

My  utmoft  tare  has  been  exerted  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  extraordinary  powers  which  you  have  committed 
to  my  diferetion  with  vigour,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
moderation  ; all  tendency  to  jnlurreflion  has  been  effe^lu- 
ally  reprefled,  but  it  gives  me  true  concern  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  painful  neceflity  of  a£ling  with  feverity  has  been 
too  frequently  impofed  upon  me ; and  although  public 
tranquillity  has  been  in  a great  meafure  reftored,  yet  I have 
to  lament  that  a difpofition  to  outrage  and  confpiracy  ffill 
continues  in  feveral  diffrifts  ; that  much  induffry  is  ufed  to 
keep  alive  the  fpirit  of  difaffefticn,  and  to  encourage 
among  the  lower  claffes  the  hopes  of  French  affiffance.’’ 

1 truft  that  the  recent  revolution  in  France  cannot  fail 
to  open  the  eyes  of  fuch  of  his  Majeffy’s  fiibje^'ls  as  have 
been  deluded  by  the  artifices  which  have  been  unremittingly 

employed 
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employed  to'  withdraw  them  from  their  allegiance,  and  that 
it  will  rertore  and  increafe  the  love'  of  conllitiitional.  order 
and  of  regulated  freedom,  by  cJemooftrating  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  falfe  liberty  tend  ultimately  to  derpotifm,  and  that 
the  criminal  ftruggles  of  democratic  faction  naturally  clofe 
in  military  ufurpation.’* 

“ So  long  as  the  French  government,  under  whatever 
form  it  exerts  its  influence,  fhall  perlevere  in  fchemes  oi 
deftru-dfioa  and'  proje61s  of  ambition  fubverfive  at  once  ot 
the  liberties  of  Europe  and  qf  tl>e  fecurlty  of  bis  Majefty's 
dominions,  there  can  be  no  wife  aUernative,  but  to.profecute 
the  war  with  encreaflng  energy.  It  is  by  great  exertioj;s 
alone  that  their  views  of  ag grand ifement  can  be  fruftraced, 
or  a folid  peace  procured. 

“-His  Majefty  has  thcreJore  availed  himfelf,  with  pe> 
culiar  iatisfailion,  of  the  cordial  and  great  ailiftance  which 
has  been  afforded  him  by  his  faithful  ally  the  Emperor- of 
Ruflia,  and  has  thought  right  to  make  every  exertion  for 
augmenting  the.  difpolable  military  force  of  his  own  do.mi- 
nions ; his  Majefty  therefore  has  been  highly  gratified  in 
accepting  the  fervices  fo  generoufty  offered  by  his. Englifli 
militia,  and  Lam  to  exprefs  to  you  the  entire,  confidence 
which  his.  Majefty  feels  that  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  his 
militia  of  this  kingdom,  in  forwarding,  at  this  important 
crifis,  theaiftive  operations  ,of  the  empire,  will  not  be-'efs 
prompt  and  conipicuous.*^ 

The  apprehenfionjof  general  fcarcity  v/aich. fome  time 
fince  took  place,  called  for  my.  early  attention  to  this  moft 
important  fubjefl,  and  I was  induced,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  offer  premiunas  for  the  early  importation  of 
grain.  Thi?  meafure  will,  I flatter  myfelf,  meet  your  ap- 
probation, and  1 have  full  confidence  in  your  wifdom,  if  it 
fhall  be  neceflary  to  refort  to  any  further  extraorcliiiary 
tiieans  for.  procuring  a fupplyd*  - 


Gentlemen^ 


494- 


Collectanea  polittca. 


Genilernen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

“ The  evident  necefllty  of  fecuring  this  kingdom  from 
every  danger,  v/hether  foreign  or  domeftic,  and  of  render- 
ing the  luccefs  of  invafion,  if  attempted,  impracticable,  will 
demonftrate  to  you  the  wifdom  of  continuing  that  jenlarged 
fyftem  of  defence  you  have  fo  wifely  adopted.” 

I have  therefore  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  efti- 
tnates  for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  have 
the  fuUeft  confidence  that  in  the  fupply  which  fuch  a Situa- 
tion fhall  appear  to  you  to  require,  you  will  equally  confult 
the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  and  the  honour  of  his  Majeily’s 

government.*' 

“ I am  induced  to  hope  that  the  great  incrcafe  of  the  re- 
venue which  has  taken  place  in  the  prefent  year  may  enable 
you  to  raife  the  Turns  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  current 
feryices  without  any  diftrelfing  addition  to  the  burthens  of 
the  people.’* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ^ 

I recommend  to  your  ufual  attention  the  agriculture, 
the  manufactures,  and  particularly  the  linen  manufaCtufic 
of  Ireland  ; and  I doubt  not  that  the  Proteftant  charter 
- fchools,  and  thofe  public  inftitutions,  whether  of  charity  or 
education,  which  have  been  protected  by  your  liberality, 
will  hill  receive  a judicious  encouragement.” 

“ It  will  be  fpr  your  wiidom  to  confider  how  far  it  will 
be  necelTary  to  continue  any  of  thole  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  you  have  ftrengthened  the  authority  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  government  for  the  more  effectual  fuppreffion  and 
punifhment  of  rebellious  conspiracy  and  outrage.** 

“ His  Majefty  places  the  molt  entire  reliancf  upon  your 
firmnefs  and  wifdom,  and  he  has  no  doubt  that  you  will 
anxioufly  purlue  luch  mcafures  as  fhall  be  beft  calculated 
for  bringing  the  prefci  t war  to  an  honourable  termination, 
and  for  relloring  the  country  to  permanent  tranquillity.** 
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“ It  will  be  ray  conftant  objedl  to  attend  to  your  fug- 
geftions  and  advice,  that  I may  by  this  means  moft  benefici- 
ally accompli fh  the  commands  I have  received  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  moft  efFe£fualIy  forward  the  interefts  and  happincfs 
of  this  kingdom.” 

The  Speaker  now  read  a copy  of  the  foregoing  Speech 
which  had  been  delivered  from  the  Throne — on  which 
Lord  Loftus  moved  an  Addrefs  ; — feconded  by  Colonel 
Crojkte.  Upon  the  queftion  being  put, 

Sir  L,  Tarfons  rofe — He  began  by  directing  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  Speeches  delivered  by  Lord  Cornwallis  at  opening 
and  clofing  the  laft  feflion.  ^ 

Sir  Laurence  then  proceeded — He  obferved  that  wheq 
at  the  clofe  of  laft  fcffion  a recommendation  on  the  fubjecft 
of  Union  had  been  made  from  the  Throne,  but  all  delibe- 
ration on  the  MefTage  had  been  prevented  by  a hidden  pro- 
rogation, and  the  Speech  juft  delivered  had  ftudioufty  avoid*' 
ed  all  mention  of  the  meafure,  was  there  a man  in  the 
Houfe  who  did  not  know  the  reafon  ? The  meafure  had 
been  fully  and  fairly  rejeefted  laft  feflion — the  Mi niftcr  wait- 
ed now  to  get  if  pofftblc  a packed  Parliament  to  deprive  Ire- 
land of  her  ancient  Conftitution — this  was  a. plain,  unde- 
niable, flagrant  fad.  Was  the  Houfe  to  wait  until  his 
pradiccs  fhould  be  matured  ? Were  they  to  remain  in- 
adive  while  his  machinations  were  going  on — while  the 
ferpent  was  colleding  into  h»s  coils  to  fpring  upon  them 
with  greater  vehemence  ? Were  they  to  remain  fpiritlefs 
and  dead,  without  courage  to  attack  him  ? He  would  not, 
he  faid,  blame  the  Minifter  for  urging  a meafure  which  he 
might  think  beneficial  to  the  country,  but  he  fhould  do  it 
in  a fair,  free,  uncontaminated  manner  ; this  was  not  the 
caff  here — means  were  employed  to  carry  chc  meafure, 
which,  if  it  even  were  of  advantage  to  the  country,  would 
pollute  all  the  benefits  it  could  produce.  The  Rep.re- 
fentatives  of  the  People  might  be  difmifled,  it  mattered  not 
whether  turned  out  by  the  fword  of  the  army  or  the  gold 
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of  the  treafury,  whether  by  a Cromwell  or  a Secretary — the 
means  and  the  a6l  were  ftill  equally  abominable.  The  great 
charge  againft  James  II,  was  attempting  to  pack  a Parlia- 
ment. What  did  Minifters  do  now  ? Proftituting  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  by  appointing  men  to  places  fo  as 
to  pack  a Parliament.  Had  any  thing  fo  flagrant  occurred 
in  cither  kingdoms  fince  the  reign  of  James  II.?  He  en- 
treated gentlemen  not  to  hang  back  through  any  falfe  deli- 
cacy, at  a time  when  it  was  evident  that  the  Minifler  w'^as 
only  lying  in  wait  to  attack  them  ; the  meafure  of  an 
Union  had  bccnreje£led  laft  fefGon  ; it  had  been  condemn- 
ed by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  now  he  was  preparing 
to  bring  it  forward  anew,  at  a time  when  the  country  was 
covered  with  armies,  .when  martial  law  was  predominant, 
at  the  very  moment  when  a formidable  invation  was  pre- 
paring againft  this  country,  when  apprehenfions  prevail 
from  without  and  from  within — where  the  exercife  of  the 
public  mind  is  by  thefe  circumftances  precluded.  If  the 
Britifh  Minifter  meant  fairly,  would  he  not  wait  till  a mo- 
ment of  peace  to  propofe  this  meaiure — a meafure,  which 
upon  no  principle  of  found  policy  could  require  hafte? 
The  Irifh  Parliament  had  lafted  for  600  years  ; might  it  not 
be  allowed  to  endure  for  one  or  two  years  more,  until  a 
period  of  tranquillity  fhould  arife  ? The  reply  of  the  Britifh 
Minifter — (himfelf  the  father  of  Reform) — all  the  projeft  of 
Reform  within  the  laft  ten  years  had  been  in  time  of  War— 
a time  of  war  is  not  the  time  to  reform  *,  it  is  dangerous 
to  alter  time yet  the  fame  Minifter  prefTed  on  in  a time 
of  war  a meafure  which  in  its  effe<fts  would  produce  as 
fundamental  a change  in  the  Legiflative  Conftitutions  of 
both  countries,  as  any  reform  that  iiad  been  propofed.” 

“ If  it  were  afked  what  advantage  the  Britifli  Cabinet 
would  attain  by  the  fubjugation  of  Ireland,  he  would  anfwer 
that  queftion  by  referring  to  the  temerity  with  which  the 
Eritifh  Parliament  had  mentioned  the  claim  of  fupremacy 
over  that  of  Ireland — he  would  know  that  by  an  exprefHon 
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of  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  1795, 
meafure,  which  was  faid  to  grow  out  of  the  late  rebellion, 
was  then  in  afVual  contemplation.  In  the.  humbleft  day 
which  Ireland  ever  had  feen,  (he  had  a Parliament  of  her 
own,  and  the  lupremacy  of  the  Englifh,  though  exercifed, 
was  not  acknowledged  ; but  what  would  be  the  fituation  of 
this  country  returning  100  members  to  the  Brithh  Parlia- 
ment, merging  into  a minority  one  to  fix ; — the  Britifh 
Parliament  would  rule  this  country  inftead  of  Ireland  go- 
verning herfelf  ; and  what  was  the  condu£l  of  that  Parlia- 
ment, W'hen  it  had  power  from  the  Revolution  to  1782? 
Could  any  man  Ihew  one  law  enabled  by  them  favourable 
to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
fubjeft,  or  to  the  commerce  or  manufa^Iures  of  this  coun- 
try ? All  was  a feries  ot  pains  and  penalties,  reftri£lions, 
and  limitations ! What  had  the  Irilh  Parliament  done  ? 
It  bad  pafiTed  the  06Iennial  bill,  the  Free  Trade,  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  the  Independei^ce  of  Judges  ; and  when 
the  Englifh  Minifter  attempted  to  pafs  a perpetual  Mutiny 
bill,  the  Irifh  Parliament  refeued  our  Conftitution  from  the 
ufurpation  of  England.  All  thefe  were  obtained  by  the 
vidlorlous  ftruggles  of  our  own  Parliament,  in  fpite  of 
Britifh  Parliaments  and  Britifh  minifters.  When  had  the 
Britifh  Minifier  received  fuch  oppofition  from  his  own 
Parliament,  as  he  did  from  that  of  Ireland  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Propofitions  and  the  Regency  ? Impatient  as  he  was  of 
controul,  and  ufed  to  rule  omnipotent,  yet  never  did  he 
extol  p e fuccumbing  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  tra- 
duce that  of  Ireland  as  a fervile  Aflembly  meriting  annihi- 
lation ! if  the  argument  of  fervility  to  him  were  of  weight, 
how  much  more  jufily  would  the  punifhment  of  annihila- 
tion be  deferved  by  that  of  Great  Britain  ? He  was  forry, 
he  laid,  10  obferve  in  this  country  a difpofition  to  look  up 
to  England,  and  down  upon  our  own,  and  it  was  this  dif- 
pofition which  encouraged  the  Britifh  Minifter  in  offering 
to  this  country  a propofal  which  would  not  be  made  with 
^ impunity 
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impunity  to  any  nation  on  earth.  Were  the  loweft  Englifli* 
man  to  be  alked  to  tranfport  his  Parliament  to  Dublin,  and 
let  Ireland  rule  him,  wouM  not  his  anfwer  be  laughter  and 
indignation  ? And  yet  was  not  Ireland  as  free  as  England  ? 
Were  not  Irilhmen  as  capable  of  governing  themlelves  and 
the  country  as  Englill^men  ? He  E»w  many  of  thofe  Englilh- 
tnen,  fome  within  thofe  walls,  and  he  could  not  acknow« 
ledge  their  fuperiority  Qn  the  firft  fettlement  of  Ireland, 
a Conftitution  with  equal  rights  and  powers  with  thofe  of 
England  was  given  to  us.  Upon  this  principle,  the  declara- 
tion of  1782,  that  the  King,  Eords,  and  Commons  of  Ire- 
land only  could  Eegiflate  for  Ireland,  was  founded.  How 
would  this  propofal  have  been  received  in  1782  ? — What 
bribe  could  have  induced  the  moft  fordid  naan  of  the  Par- 
liament to  rife  and  propofe  the  annihilation  of  Parliament 
at  that  time  ?’* 

Sir  Eaurence  then  proceeded  to  urge  the  mifchiefs 
\shich  would  be  produced  by  the  encreafe  of  Abfentees,  not 
only  by  fo  much  wealth  as  would  be  drained  from  the  coun- 
try, hut  by  the  lofs  of  thofe  resident  landholders  whom  a 
relident  Parliament  had  kept  in  the  country,  and  whom  it 
was  the  intereft  of  England  as  well  as  Ireland  to  keep  at 
home,  in  order  to  command  that  refpe^t  amongft  the  te- 
nants which  by  enfuring  obedience  to  the  laws  would  eftabr 
lifh  publir  tranquility.  He  concluded  by  moving  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Addrefs  in  nearly  the  following  terms:’* 

To  alTure  his  Majefty  that  this  his  Majefty’s  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  is  infeparably  united  with  Great  Bri^'^in,  and 
that  the  fentiments,  wiQies,  and  real  interefts  of  all  his  fui^ 
ie£h  are  that  it  Ihould  continue  fo  united  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a free  Gonftitution,  in  the  fupport  of  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  his  Majefty’s  Crown,  and  in  the  advancement  of  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  empire ; which  bleflings  we  owe  to  the 
fpirited  exertions  of  an  independent  refident  Parliament,  the 
paternal  kindnefs  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament  in  1782— and  which  we  feel  ourfelves  at 

all 


Celiertanea  polttica.  493 


all  times,  and  particularly  at  the  prefent  moment  bound  iq 
duty  to  maintain.” 

Lord  CaJlUreagh  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  follow  the 
Hon.  Bart,  through  all  the  arguments  which  he  had  urged 
againft  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative  Union,  becaufe  he  did 
not  think  this  the  proper  period  for  that  difcuflion,  moft 
of  them  had  been  advanced  and  refuted  on  a fprmer  occafioa 
—but  if  his  arguments  this  night  were  entitled  to  any 
weight  at  all,  they  went  the  length  of  proving  this  abfurd 
propolition,  that  at  all  times,  and  under  every  poffible  cir- 
cumftance,  a Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  mufl: 
be  in  every  point  of  view  highly  difadvantageous  to  Ireland. 
The  Hon.  Bart,  had  exprefled  his  furprife,  that  after  a 
meflage  had  been  delivered  to  Parliament  laft  year,  commu-. 
iFiicating  the  refolutions  pf  the  Britifh  Parliament,  a fudden 
prorogation  took  place,  arid  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had 
pot  an  opportunity  of  returning  an  anfwer  to  that  commu- 
picatipn  ; the  reafon  was  obvious,  viz.  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament  were  not  laid  before  the  Irifla 
Parliament  with  a view  to  their  being  either  immediately 
adopted  or  rejected,  but  that  they  might  be  in  full  poflefll- 
pn  of  the  whole  of  ihe  fubjedi  whenever  his  Majefty  fhould 
think  proper  to  call  their  attention  to  it.  The  Hon.  Bart, 
alfo  wifhed  to  know  why  the  fubjedl  of  the  Union  was  not 
alluded  to  in  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fpeech; 
the  reafon  was,  becaufe  it  was  intended  to  make  it  a fubjcdl 
pf  diftindl  communication  to  Parliament.  Laft  year,  when 


this  fubjedf  was  under  conftderation,  for  want  of  its  being 
thoroughly  underftood,  the  Parliament  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  entertain  the  queftion.  The  fubjedt  was  then  with^ 
drawn,  and  it  was  ftated  that  it  would  not  again  be  propos- 
ed without  full  and  fair  notice,  and  until  there  was  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  Parliament  and  the  country  had  changed 
their  opinions  upon  the  lubjeef.  He  had  withdrawn  the 
queftion  laft  year  under  a perfuafton  that  the  meafure  was 
pot  completely  underftood,  but  thinking  as  he  did  upon  this 

fubjcdl, 
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(bbje£l,  convinced  of  the  many  commercial  and  political 
advantages  it  would  produce  to  Ireland,  and  of  its  tendency 
to  encreafe  the  general  flrength  and  profperity  of  the  em- 
pire, and  being  fully  fatisfied  that  it  was  now  approved  of 
by  a great  majority  of  the  people,  he  fhould  think  that  he 
had  betrayed  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his  country 
:f  he  did  not  again  fubmit  the  t^ueftion  to  the  cool  and  dif- 
paflionate  confideration  of  the  barliament  of  Ireland.  The 
rcafon,  therefore,  that  the  fubjeci:  was  not  introduced  in 
the  Speech  was,  becaufe  a diftinft  communication  was  to  be 
made  to  Parliament  upon  the  fubjefl,  and  he  fhould,  before 
the  Houfe  adjourned,  move  for  a call  of  this  Houfe  on 
Monday  fortnight,  in  order  that  there  might  be  the  fuUeft 
pofiiblc  attendance  upon  fo  very  important  a fubjedl.  The 
objefl  of  the  Hon.  Baronet’s  amendment  was  not  to  rejefl 
the  quefl-ion  after  mature  inveftigation,  but  to  extinguifh 
it  by  anticipation,  not  only  without  wiftiing  for,  but  ab- 
lolutely  rejefling  every  fpecies  of  information  ; It  was  cal- 
culated to  draw  Parliament  into  a decided  cenfurc  upon  a 
tneafure  which  it  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fully  inveftigat- 
ing,  and  when  fo  great  a number  of  its  members  were  in- 
difpenfably  abfent.  He  begged  to  fubmit  to  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  confiftent  with  propriety, 
or  with  their  own  dignity,  to  proceed  to  the  difeuffion  of  a 
queftion  of  fuch  infinite  magnitude,  while  fo  many  gentle- 
men of  great  weight  and  chara£ler  were  necelTarily  abfent  ? 
He  begged  the  Houfe  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  attempt 
now  made,  and  the  peculiar  circumftances  under  which  it 
was  brought  forward.  He  defired  to  afk  whether  it  could 
be  confidered  as  refpedlful  to  his  Majefty,  after  he  had 
ftated  that  it  was  in  his  contemplation  at  fomc  future  pe- 
riod to  bring  this  queftion  under  their  confideration,  to  de- 
clare not  only  that  they  would  not  agree  to  it,  but  that  they 
would  not  condefeend  to  difeufs  it.  But  whatever  opinion 
gentlemen  entertained  upon  the  advantages  or  difadvantages 
which  might  refuk  to  Ireland  from  a-  Legiflative  Union 

with 
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with  England,  yet  they  felt,  or  afFefled  to  feel  highly  fenfi- 
ble  of  thfc  benefits  rcfulting  from  an  intimate  connexion 
between  the  two  countries.  If,  however,  the  Houfe  (hould 
agree  to  this  amendment,  they  wouU  deftroy  the  only 
means  by  which  the  Parliaments  of  the  two  countries  could 
communicate  with  each  other,  viz.  by  the  common  Sove- 
reign of  both  countries  communicating  to  one  Parliament 
the  proceedings  of  the  other.’' 

“ It  was  as  little  conliftent  with  the  duty  they  owed  the 
people  of  Ireland,  as  that  which  they  owed  their  Sovereign, 
to  refufe  all  confideration  of  a fubje^  which  involved  the 
interefts  and  fafety  of  both  countries,  and  to  decide  upon  a 
queftion,  the  principles  of  which  they  had  not  inveftigated, 
and  confequently  could  not  underlland.  Would  it  be  pro- 
per for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  decide  upon  a queftion, 
without  confidering  how  it  would  affcdl  the  agriculture,  the 
commerce,  and  all  the  various  interefts  of  Ireland  ? Surely 
not ; nothing  but  the  moft  cool  and  difpallionatc  examina- 
tion could  enable  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  make  up 
their  minds  fairly  upon  this  important  fubjeift.  He  believed 
he  fhould  not  be  contradiffted  when  he  faid,  that  upon  this 
point  the  public  in  general  were  not  fully  informed,  and  he 
fhould  think  himfelf  an  enemy  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not 
by  every  means  in  his  power  promote  difeuflion.  Nineteen 
of  the  moft  confiderable  counties  in  Ireland,  conftituting 
above  5-7ths  of  the  kingdom,  had  come  forward,  and  not 
only  exprefled  their  wifli  that  a difeuflion  ftiould  take  place, 
but  had  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  declared  themfclvet 
in  favour  of  a Legiflative  Union  between  the  two  countnei, 
He  wifhed  to  afk  whether  it  would  be  decent  to  prefs 
ward  this  difeuflion,  when  there  were  fo  many  gentlemfR 
abfent  who  had  accepted  places  under  Government 
laugh  on  the  Oppofiiton  henohes'\ — Did  gentlemen  think  it  esfle 
ftitutional,  or  did  they  think  it  right  to  proceed  to  th§  df* 
termination  • of  fo  very  important  a lubjeO,  when  fo  largf 
a pioporticn  of  their  body  was  abfent?— If  the  Hon,  Bsfft 
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had  poftponed  his  oppofition  to  the  meafure  until  it  was 
brought  regularly  befofe  Parliament  for  its  conflderation, 
he  [Lord  Caftlereagh]  would  have  entered  into  a foil  in- 
vehigation  of  the  fiibjecl,  and  would  have  ftated  his  rcafons 
for  thinking  it  a [neafure  highly  calculated  to  promote  the 
happinefs  and  encreafe  the  ifrength  of  both  countries,  and 
would  without  hefitation  have  fubmltted  the  decifion  to  the 
wifdom  of  Parliament.  There  were  two  forts  of  opponents 
to  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative  tJnion.  He  was  very  ready 
to  admit  that  fome  of  them  had  proved  themfelves  upon 
various  occalions  to  be  friends  of  Ireland  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  they  were  indif- 
erect  friends  to  their  country,  they  were  endeavouring  to 
play  too  deep  a game,  they  wanted  the  conftitution  of 
England,  but  they  wanted  it  without  taking  the  only  dep 
which  would  render  the  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries folid  and  permanent.** 

He  (hould  always  look  to  thofe  gentlemen  with  refpe^V, 
but  he  could  not  conlidcr  them  as  wife  friends  to  their 
country  as  long  as  they  connedted  themfelves  with  perfons 
of  a very  different  dekription  ; they  certainly  could  not 
hope  for  the  confidence  of  the  loyal  part  of  their  fellow 
fubjcdls.  He  would  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  decide  whe- 
ther gentlemen  meant  to  adl  fairly,  but  he  would  fay,  that 
their  condudf  had  no  tendency  to  prove  thatfuch  was  their 
objecl.-  There  were  many  gentlemen  who  had  feceded, 
who  had  abfented  themfelves  from  Parliament  when  mea- 
ilires  upon  which  the  prefervation  of  the  Eritifh  Conftitu- 
»:ion  depended  were  under  confideration.  They  wiflied  to 
have  this  country  left  in  a ftatt  expofed  to  continual  politi- 
cal contefts,  and  kept  as  it  were  in  fulpcnce,  open  to  all 
the  changes  that  might  be  propofed.  They  had  two  or 
three  Conftitutions  propofed  to  them,  the  laft  one  was 
quite  upon  French  principles,  but  it  met  with  no  fupport 
from  any  friend  of  the  country.  They  fay,  do  not  incor- 
porate with  Great  Britain,  not  becaufc  it  will  UQt  fee  bene- 
ficial 
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ficial  to  you,  but  becaufc  if  you  do  you  will  put  an  end  to  all 
xny  projc<5ls,  and  I (hall  not  be  able  when  I choofc  to  come 
down  and  difturb  the  peace  of  the  country  by  propofing 
the  adoption  of  a French  Conftitution.  He  was  juftified 
in  not  confidering  fome  gentlemen  as  real  friends  of  the 
Conftitution,  becaufe  they  did  not  come  down  and  fupport 
in  that  Houfe  the  Englilh  Conftitution  againft  the  French, 
when  it  was  a queftion  in  that  houfe*’* 

“ He  had  hoped,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  for- 
ward the  meafure  for  the  full  conftderation  of  Parliament, 
and  he  [Lord  C.]  relied  upon  the  good  fenle  of  the  Houfe, 
that  if  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  adopt  the  mealure, 
they  would  at  Icaft  give  it  a full  and  fair  conftderation,  and 
entertain  it  with  refpedt.  He  was  fatisfied  that  there  was 
no  man  who  wifhed  to  aft  fairly  who  would  not  liften 
coolly  and  difpaffionately  on  the  queftion.  He  fhould  have 
the  honour  of  making  the  communication  from  the  Crown, 
and  then  would  be  the  time  for  difeufilng  the  fubjeft  fully, 
he  (hould  then  have  the  honour  of  going  rather  at  length 
into  the  details  upon  the  queftion.  Every  polftblc  infer* 
mation  would  be  given,  becaufc  it  was  wiftied  that  the 
moft  fair  and  ample  difcuflion  (hould  take  place.  Could 
it  for  a moment  be  conftdercd  that  fuch  a meafure  as  that 
which  the  prefent  amendment  propofed  could  be  adopted 
with  any  regard  to  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  or  would  his 
Majefty  defift  from  the  meafure  becaufe  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  thus  circumftanced  had  refufed  to  confider  it  ? At 
the  opening  of  the  laft  feffion  they  made  an  attempt,  in 
which  they  partly  fuccceded,  to  prevent  the  difcuflion  of 
the  queftion,  they  fucceeded  becaufe  many  gentlemen  voted 
againft  the  meafure  becaufe  they  had  not  fully  confidered  it. 
A Learned  and  Hon.  Gentleman  made  an  attempt  to  draw 
the  Houfe  into  a (olemn  pledge  never  to  entertain  the  quef- 
tion of  a Union.  ” 

“ But  the  country  gentlemen  faw  the  objeft  of  that  mo- 
tion, and  they  reftfted  it  i |hey  would  not  bind  themfelves 

up 
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Up  from  the  future  difcuflion  of  the  queftion  for  ever,  and 
the  confequence  was  that  they  made  the  Hon.  Gen.  with- 
draw his  motion.  In  a very  fhort  time,  however,  after  the 
gentlemen  had  in  the  moft  decided  manner  oppofed  all  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  queftion  whatever,  they  felt  that  they  had 
not  managed  matters  well,  they  then  exprefled  a with  to 
difeufs  the  fubjedf,  when  the  Crown  under  the  then  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  had  withdrawn  it;  but  after  gentle- 
men had  exprefled  a wifti  to  argue  it  laft  feflion  was  it  con- 
fiftent  that  they  fiiould  at  prefent  refufe  all  confideration  of 
the  fubjedl  whatever?  Was  it  confiftent  that  when  the 
public  voice  had  not  been  fpoken  upon  this  fubje£t,  gentle- 
men were  willing  to  argue  the  queftion  ? But  now,  when 
fo  large  a part  of  the  kingdom  had  exprelTed  :their  appro- 
bation of  the  meafure,  they  did  not  think  it  even  fit  for  dif- 
cufsion.  Such  conduct  could  not  be  reconciled  to  any  fyf- 
tero  of  political  integrity,  though  perhaps  it  might  fall 
under  the  denomination  of  political  management.  When- 
ever this  fubjedf  came  to  be  fairly  and  difpafsionately  con- 
fideredi  he  would  venture  to  predial  that  that  party  whp 
had  looked  fo  great  laft  fefsions,  would  in  a very  fhort  time 
fink  as  low  as  they  were  before  this  meafure  was  propofed. 
This  certainly  was  as  awful  a crifis  as  this  country  had  ever 
feen — its  welfare,  its  connexion  with  Great  Britain  was  at 
ftake,  and  furely,  whatever  the  decifion  of  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment might  ultimately  be  upon  this  febje£l,  that  opinion 
ought  to  be  the  rcfult  of  the  moft  ferious  and  mature  de- 
liberatiorr;  and  if  they  did  confidcr  it  in  that  manner,  he 
would  venture  to  fay  that  their  decifion  would  be  in  favour 
af  a Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Houfe  farther  at  prefent,  except  to  give  his  de- 
cided negative  to  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  Hon. 
Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Mr.  Latouche  begged  permifsion  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  for  a moment.  After  the  dangers 
and  peril*  the  loys^l  people  of  Ireland  had  pa^e^  tjirough,, 

it 
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ir  was  natural  (he  faid)  to  look  eagerly  for  any  meafure 
which  promifed  fecurity.  Our  Conftitution,  our  Liberties, 
our  Laws,  had  nearly  been  furrendered  into  the  hands  of 
French  invaders  ; had  it  not  been  for  the  power  of  the  Al- 
mlghty,  the  bravery  of  the  Irifii  loyalifts,  and  the  valour  of 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain,  that  hoiife  and  alf 
that  was  dear  to  Ireland  might  now  lie  at  the  feet  of  a French 
Ufurper.  Where  then  was  our  fecurity  ? In  the  proved 
ftrength  of  Great-  Britain  ; who,  tor  her  conduft  and  ex- 
ertions in  the  prelent  war,  muft  (land  high  in  the  annals 
of  the  world  ; It  was  not  a war  for  conqueft,  for  power, 
for  dominion,  but  for  the  prote6lion  of  the  Territory,  the 
Conftitution,  the  Religion,  the  Liberties,  and  the  focial 
order  of  the  Empire.  Since  he  had  fat  in  Parliament,  (now 
an  uninterrupted  feries  of  forty  years)  he  had  never  omitted 
an  opportunity  of  inculcating  that  which  was  neareft  to  his 
heart — the  necefsity  of  cultivating  a clofs  underftanding  and 
connexion  with  Britain  ; and  he  fliould  confider  himfelf  as 
deferting  this  principle,  were  he  to  oppofe  or  to  negleft  the 
prefent  opportunity  of  more  clofely  cementing  that  good 
underftanding.  The  danger  of  feparation  had  been  with 
difiiculty  avoided  ; the  beft  preventative  for  its  recurrence 
was,  he  was  convinced,  a Legiflative  Union.  By  this 
meafure  only  he  was  perfuaded,  the  habits  of  good  order 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  which  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed 
Great  Britain,  could  be  introduced  into  this  country;  and 
by  this  meafure  only  could  be  fet  at  reft  the  claims  and  pre- 
tences of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  had  fo  long  diftraft- 
cd  this  country  and  produced  all  our  misfortunes.’' 

“ Lord  Cole  faid  he  was  one  of  thofe  country  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  againft  pledging  the  Houfe  againft  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  an  Union;  he  had  done  fo,  becaufe  he  did  not 
wifh  to  preclude  himfelf  from  an  opportunity  of  obeying  his 
conftituents,  if  they  fhould  approve  the  meafure  ; they  had 
agreed  with  him  in  reprobating  it,  and  the  artifices  ufed  to 
procure  fupport  for  it  had  confirmed  him  in  his  oppofition, 
VoL.  III.  K k 'he 
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lie  would  cppofeit  while  lie  hud  life,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  difclainied  being  of  the  defcription  alluded  to  by  the 
Noble  Lord,  as  there  was  not  a man  in  that  Hoiife  more 
ready  to  (hed  his  blood  in  fupport  of  the  King  and  Con- 
ilitution.*’ 

“ Mr  y.  C,  Berts  ford  laid  he  had  a£ted  upon  the  fame 
principle  with  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  in  refufingf 
to  pledge  himfelf  againft  difeufsing  the  meafure,  and  he 
had  aiEled  in  this  way  the  rather,  becaufe  the  Miniftef  had 
explicitly  declared  that  he  woilld  not  bring  the  queftion 
forward  until  the  fentiments  of  the  country  fhould  be  in  fa- 
vour of  it.  For  Ills  part  he  law  nothing  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tioii  of  the  country  which  warranted  him  in  changing  his 
Opinions.  There  was  but  one  cale  in  which  he  could  be 
brought  to  confent  to  the  furrender  of  the  IriQi  legiftature 
-^that  cafe  was  the  country  being  pofleffed  by  a PTench 
army,  and  he  would  only  confertt  to  it  then  itr  the- hope 
that  when  the  ifland  fhould  be  refeued,  the  liberality  of 
Great  Britain  fhould  reftore  our  Parliament.^^ 

“ Right  Hon.  Mr.  Ogle* — I did  not  imagine  that  after 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  clearly  afeertained  on 
this  fub}e£l,  the  Irifii  Minifter  would  have  been  bold  e- 
siough  to  introduce,  or  the  Britifh  Minifter  wicked  enough 
to  per  fever  e in  the  meafure  of  Union.  My  oppofition  tor 
it  does  not  flow  from  party  or  fai^ion.  I think  it  a mea^- 
fare  fraught  With  every  ill  to  Ireland  and  Great- Britain, 
a meafure  whofe  tendency  will  be  to  render  the  Britifh  Mi- 
r.ifter  triumphant  over  the  conftitutions  of  both  countries  : 
This  was  my  opinion  laft  Selllon,  and  I abominated  the 
jnealure  then,  fo  do  I tenfold  now,  when  I know  that 
means  have  been  employed  to  force  the  queftion,  neither 
cOnTtitutional  nor  liberal.  If  the  amendment  ftiould  not 
pafs,  I will  beg  the  Noble  Lord  to  bring  the  queftiorr  for- 
ward, that  he  may  experience  an  oppofition  he  does  not 
oppofition  to  a meafure  which  would  give  upr 
eu?  Conftitution.  I would^take  no  unfair  advantage*,  unfair 

and 
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alid  uhconftitiitiohal  as  the  meafure  is.  As  to  thofe  peHons 
who  oppofe  the  meafurcj  upon  whom  the  Noble  Lord  has 
bbl’ert^ed  with  fuch  feverity,  1 do  not  approve  the  condu£i 
of  many  of  them  no  more  than  he  does  j they  a<5t  with  me 
and  I co-operate  with  them  in  repelling  this  meafure;  and 
though  I (hall  nevei"  fcoiineft  myfclf  with  fuch  perfonsj  yet 
on  this  ground  ! will  co-operate  with  any  man,  be  his 
Virtues  or — — with  every  nian,  with  virtues  or  without 
them — whether  he  a£ts  confcientiouily  or  fa£froufly,  I will 
avail  mylelf  of  the  fupport  of  every  man  who  defends  that 
Conftitution,  in  the  formation  of  which  t bore  no  vulgar 
part. 

Right  Hori,  D,  Browne  faid  he  was  a firm  friend  to 
the  meafure  of  an  incorporating  Union,  but  even  were  he 
not  fo,  he  would  vote  agaihft  the  arhendment  now  propof- 
ed  : a large  proportion  of  the  Parliament  and  people  of 
Ireland  had  at  leaft  recommended  the  meafure  as  worthy 
of  confideratioiij  fo  that  even  though  a man  fhould  be  de- 
termined to  oppofe  an  Union,  he  might  very  reafonably 
pay  fo  much  refpe£l  to  thofe  who  thought  well  of  the  mea- 
furCj  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  confidcred,  it  was  by  difcuffion 
and  deliberation  that  great  public  queftions  fhould  be  ad* 
Vanccd,  not  drowned  by  alarm,  or  undermined  by  fneak* 
ing  and  cowardly  falflioods,  by  refuting  flanders,  mean  and 
grofs  as  the-  filth  and  obfcurity  from  which  they  fprung  ; 
yet  the  latter  were  the  weapons  with  which  the  opponents 
of  this  meafure  affailed  every  man  who  dared  to  give  his 
opinion  honeftly  and  openly  in  its  favour/* 

“ Mr.  Grattan  now  arofe,  but  from  extreme  weaknefs, 
after  a fetitence  or  two  in  a very  low  tone  of  voice,  was 
obliged  to  continue  his  fpeech  fitting. — “ If  you.  Sir,  will 
permit  me  to  addrefs  you,  weak  and  exhaufted  as  I am, 
and  in  my  flow  manner,  I will  give  you  the  teflimony  of 
one  man  againfl:  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative  Union,  a 
meafure  in  which  the  honour  and  welfare  of  this  houfe  and 
this  country  are  involved,  a meafure  which  is  nothing  lefs 
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than  an  aiienation  of  the  inheritance  of  the  land,  and  a fur^ 
render,  not  only  of  the  rights,  hint  the  underftanding  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  The  Hon.  Gent,  has  fald,  and  in 
that  1 know  he  has  fpoken  the  fentiinents  of  the  Miiiifter 
at  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  that  the  fettlcment  of  1782 
was  not  final.  • This  I muft  beg  leave  moil  ftrongly  and  de- 
cidedly to  controvert.  Every  exprefiion  and  idea  in  that 
fettlement,  and  every  document  relating  thereto  muft  move 
its  finality.  The  people  wiihed  to  ha^  an  independent 
Legiilature— -to  have  their  country  free — the  people  had 
influence  at  this  time,  the  Court  wiihsd  to  flop  the  courfe  of 
their  demands,  and  the  fettlement  in  queftion  was  agreed  to.’* 
Here  Mr*  Grattan  divided  that  fettlement  into  feven 
parts^  and  minutely  we'nt  into  the  hiltory  oi  this  great 
tranfadtion,  to  fhew  that'  the  obje^  of  the  people  was  to 
obtain  an  unqualified  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  right 
aiium.ed  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  legiflate  for 
tlie  people  of  Ireland,  and  that  this  claim  was  unequivocally 
underfiood  and  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain,  and  that 
a bill  was  brought  into  the  Englifh  Parliament  repealing  the 
6th  of  George  the  firft — the  act  under  the  fandlion  of 
which  the  Parliament  of  England  afiumed  the  power  com- 
plained of  by  this  country  ; i had,  continued  Mr.  Grattan, 
the  honour  of  framing  the  addrefs  which  led  to  this  mea- 
lure,  and  I was  particularly  careful  to  introduce  the  words 
unqualified  and  unconditional,  purpofely  to  exclude  any 
evafien  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Miniiler.  On  the  ratifi- 
cation oi  the  independence  of  this  country,  the  then  Re- 
prefentative  of  his  Majefty  informed  this  Houfe,  that  a per- 
petual bond  bad  been  fealed  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
the  adherence  to  which  would  form  a criterion  of  happinefs 
TO  both  countries,  But  now  the  Britifh  Minifter  has  drop- 
ped the  language  of  conliitutional  independence,  by  which 
the  eternal  amity  of  thefe  kingdoms  was  to  have  been  fc- 
cured,  and  he  adopted  the  language  or  the  Sword— that 
ianguage  in  which  Lord  North  converfed  with  America, 
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ii^nd  which  Mr.  Pitt  now  holds  forth  to  Irelands — that  lan- 
guage which  loft  to  Great  Britain  her  American  colonies, 
and  muft  inevitably  caufe  her  to  lofe  every  thing  moft  valu- 
able to  herj  if  perfifted  in.  The  hrfi;  ftep  taken  in  the  fet- 
tlement  of  1782  was  an  affent  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  claim  of  Jreland  to  ieglflate  wholly  and  exclusively 
for  herfelf— therefore,  allowing  that  any  thing  ulterior 
been  meant,  it  could  not  pofhbly  have  been  a Legislative 
Union.^* 

“ For  the  Conftitution  obtained  in  that  day,  have  wei 
maintained  a Spanifli  war— -an  American  war — a French 
war ; Tor  that  Conftitution  we  have  ^exerted  every  nerve  j 
and  exhauftsd  every  refource,  yet  this  Cpnftitution,  to  the 
maintenance  of  which  fo  many  thoufands  of  our  country- 
men have  lately  bled  in  the  neid  or  upon  the  fcaSbld,  the 
Miniftcr  of  England  now  calls  “ a miferable  imperfecftlon.^* 
Such  is  the  language  which  he  holds  forth,  a language 
which  nothing  in  the  original  contracf,  or  the  fubfequent  eit- 
perience  of  our  Conftitution  can  warrant.**’ 

To  eftabl-ifh  an  Irifti  Republic,  or  an  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment to  the  deftruiftion  of  the  independence  of  this  country, 
are  equally  aefts  or  treafon.  I fay  that  the  Minifter  who 
enters  on  a proje6't,  however  defignated,  which  overthrows 
the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  as  now  eftablifti- 
ed,  is  the  woxft  of  confpirators  againft  the  States  of  both 
countries,  and  the  only  difference  between  him  and  the 
rebel  is,  that  the  one  lofes  his  head,  and  the  other  loi'es 
his  chara^ler,  and  advances  his  fortune;  and  if  ever  the 
Britifh  Minifter  fhall  be  impeached,  there  will  not  be  want- 
ing  arguments  to  his  condemnation.’" 

But,  Sir,  the  Minifter  how  tells  you  it  Is  neceffary  to 
have  an  Imperial  Legiflature,  and  in  the  accompiiftimeni 
of  his  fyftem,  he  would  mangle  one  Conftitution,  and 
deftroy  the  other,  to  take  away  the  only  thing  which  we 
had  acquired  as  a fecurity  againft  the  attempts  of  any  dar- 
ing Minifter,  and  I know  no  Minifter  more  daring  than  the 
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prefent.  The  principal  arguments  advanced  in  ftipport  of 
an  Union,  arc  the  dangers  poffibly  refulting  tq  the  empire 
dn  the  cafes  of  war,  a Regency,  Sic.** 

“ Here  Mr.  Grattan  divided  the  latter  queftion  into  three 
parts — that  of  Monarchy,  Conne<rdon,  and  Parliament, 
and  by  the  arguments  applied  to  each  proved  that  no  diffi- 
culty or  danger  could  arife  to  the  Imperial  interefts  on 
thcfe  heads  *,  and  as  to  War,  experience  had  proved  that  we 
hot  only  always  concurred  in  the  wars  of  Great  Britain, 
but  chearfully  and  liberally  afforded  our  fupplics.  The 
concurrence  of  Iriffi  independence  was  barren,  that  of  Irifli 
freedom  prolific — fo  much  more  poiits  is  the  voluntary 
afliftance  of  a free  people,  than  the  fqueezing  and  excrq- 
ciation  of  a dependant  State,  We  are  told  that  this  Union 
will  prot€(5l:  Ireland  from  invafion — Invafion,  Sir!  wh^ 
invafion  does  £he  fear  ? The  only  invafion  which  fhe  has 
to  dread  is  that  of  her  Liberties — Secure  to  Ireland  her 
Liberty,  and  vain  will  be  the  attenapts  of  foreign  hoftility. 
The  Conftitution  of  Ireland  is  a guarantee  for  the  Empire, 
and  the  Empire  the  guarantee  for  the  Iriffi  Conftitution. 
The  liberties  of  Ireland  form  the  heft:  barrier  againfi:  every 
foe,  but  if  the  minifter  invade  them,  he  will  promote  that 
which  he  affedfs  mqft  to  fear,  for  he  will  alienate  the  af- 
fe£fions  of  the  Iriffi  people.  Thofe  liberties.  Sir,  firft  be- 
gan to  be  defined  by  the  people  of  thq  land—  at  the  meeting 
qf  Dungannon— -in  the  affemblies  of  the  different  counties, 

! and  finally  recognized  and  ratified  in  the  full  and  folemn 
Affembly  of  the  Reprefentatives  of.  this  kingdom  in  Parlia- 
ment affembled.  WTat  more  cpuld  the  guardian  angel  of 
an  Englifh  Legiflature  under  the  denomination  of  an  Impe- 
rial Parliament  do  for  this  country  r I before  fay,  that  that 
Minifter  is  extremely  unwife  who  attempts  to  cement  the 
empire  by  depriving  it  of  its  moft  adhefive  principle— and. 
Sir,  does  the  minifter  conceive  that  the  People  of  this  coun- 
try will  fight  with  a foreign  invader  as  cordially  for  an 
Engliffi  King,  an  Engliffi  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  an  Engliffi 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  as  for  thofe  peculiarly  their  own.  I 
fay.  Sir,  that  the  Miniftei:  who  prppofes  fuch  a meafure  as 
cow  unfortunately  occupies  the  attention  of  this  Houfe,  is 
mare  an  enemy  to  that  England  which  he  afFe£ls  with  fo 
much  attachment,  than  J,  who  oppofe  him.  To  deftroy  a 
Conflitution,  Sir,  is  not  difficult.  Works  of  the  human 
mind,  like  thofe  of  art,  rife  to  perfeftion  by  fmall  and  low- 
degrees^— byt  any  little  Minifter— -any  petty^  Lawyer— cr 
any  profligate  Pander  of  Power,  may  readily  tear  the  edifice 
to  the  ground.  Part  not  with  your  Parliament— dear  in  it.^ 
acquifltion,  and  difficult  in  its  recovery.  It  is  the  temple 
of  your  liberties  and  of  your  laws. 

“ As  for. this  Union,  it  is  no  Union,  Sir,  I* fay,  it  is  no^ 
Union,  it  is  the  exclufipn  of  your  people,  and  the  extinc- 
tion of  yoiirfelves.  This  Minlfler  holds  forth^  with  one 
hand  a premium  to  the  Catholic — with  the  other  a bribe 
to  the  Proteflant.  What  fays  he  to  the  Catholic?;  If  you, 
behave  yourfelf,  perhaps,  at  a 'future  day,  you  fhall  have, 
what  he  does  not  attempt  to  define,  a promife.  Sir,  tor  the. 
performance  of  which  there  can  be  no  fecurity,  unlefs  he, 
the  Miniftcr,  fhall  be  as  immortal  as  the  evil  which  he  en- 
deavours to  efledf.” 

“ He  offers  difhpnour,  not  even  deluflon,  and  the  In- 
famy of  his  propofal  is"  well  underliood  by  the  Catholic— 

I rejoice  that  they  have  come  forward  in  the  manner  they 
done,  and  that  the  fpirit  with  which  they  have  refifted  is 
equal  to  the  bafenefs  with  which  they  have  been  infulted.  . 
What  fay  they  and  juftly,  ‘‘  enjoy  the  Conftitution,  but 
do  it  without  me**— -They  would  not  follow  the  hearfe  of 
the  Conftitution,  and  were  their  claims  attended  to,  they^ 
perhaps  might  have  been  the  faviours  of  its  exiftence.  They 
have  qualified  th^mfelves  for  more  than  a feat  in  this 
Houfe.’* 

“ You  arc  told  that  a Union  will  reform  the  .Irifh  Parlia- 
ment by  the  addition  of  558  Englifh  and  Scotch  members, 
and  purify  the  Britifh  Rcpralentation  by  the  commixture 
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of  6o  Iriili  borough  mongers-— That  you  will  continue  to  be 
repii*erented  in  the  United  Legiflatures  : but  they  will  be 
Engiifhmen,  for  they  will  be  perpetual  abfentees  ; ceahng 
to  be  Significant  in  their  own  country,  they  will  become 
Englilh  gentlemen,  walking  about  the  Streets  of  London, 
where  they  will  fignify  nothing.  Look  at  the  fpeech  of  the: 
English  Minifter,  and  of  his  friends  here.  Where  is  the 
honeft  man  who  has  not  been  calumniated  ? Where  Is  the 
virtuous  man,  who  daring  to  oppofe  them,  has  not 
been  difcouotenanced,  or  the  man  of  integrity  whofe  cha- 
raffer  has  not  been  ftabbed  ? The  fatal  aGfeeftion  of  a late. 
Lord  Lieutenant  terminated  in  infult  to  himfelf,  and  con- 
tumelious misfortune  to  this  devoted  country.  You  n^ay 
judge  what  the  condu^l  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  will  be, 
from  what  it  has  been,  i do  fay,  Sir,  that  an  Irilh  Parlia- 
ment has  done  more  in  15  years  for  Ireland  than  England 
has  in  an  hundred--nay,  more  benefit  in  15  years  than 
England  has  mifehief— nay,  more  than  Ireland  has  done 
benefit  to  England.’^ 

Sir,  the  Britiih  Minifter  holds  forth  bribes  to  all  ranks 

he  employs  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  offices  of 

the  Minifters  of  the  Devil ; proftituting  their  faneftified 
names  to  the  difgrace  of  their  charader,  arid  bowing  them 
before  the  Mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs,  to  the  eternal  per- 
dition of  themfelves,  and  the  ruin  of  their  country.  Give 
me  up  your  reputation,  fays  the  Minifter,  and  you  {ball 
be  immortalized.  Yes,  Sir,  but  it  fhall  be  the  immortality 
of  eternal  infamy.  Thus  was  it  that  Charles  L regimented 
his  holy  battalion,  but  hiftory  records  that  they  fell  in  his 
feat.  The  P-ornan  Catholic  clergy  are  given  to  underftand 
they  (hall  receive  falaries,  Is  it  for  the  exercife  of  their 
holy  fan^ions  No  ! but  it  is  for  their  political  apoftafy.” 

1 have  beefi  told  that  feveral  of  thofe  Clergymen  were 
rebels — perhaps  fo,  I know  them  not,  but  v.'hat  follows.^ 
Let  rebellion  to  their  King  be  fucceeded  by  treafon  to  their 
country^  and  the  Union  of  both  renders  them  the  certain 
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pbjecEls  of  royal  affecHiion.  Every  former  crime  is  done  away^ 
and  forgotten  in  their  prefcnt  infamy.  I propofed  a plai^ 
for  tythes — they  fubftituted  for  my  plan  an  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment— a good  fubstitution  perhaps  for  tythes,  but  a bad 
one  for  honour.” 

‘‘When  the  Member  harangues  on  benefits  of  Union 
fo  this  country— on  the  commercial  advantages  of  it  to  this 
nation,  his  fancy  floats  in  the  regions  of  unintelligible 
P^ixotifni ; he  fees,  tho’  I do  not  fee,  capital  flowing  into 
this  kingdom  ; he  fees  the  veflels  of  every  foreign  nation 
failing  into  Waterford,  to  Cork,  and  to  Limerick.  He 
. foars  on  the  wing  of  poetic  imagery,  poflefling  every  pro^ 
perty  of  poetry — its  falfehood  among  the  firft  ; but  when  he 
comes  to  detail  the  difadvantages  to  refult — the  taxation 
which  muft  follow,  you  will  then  find  all  plain  matter  of 
fadt,  and  the  delulions  of  Fancy  will  have  ceafed  for  ever. 
You  are  told  this  Union  will  fupply  all  yojjr  wants. ' Sir, 
your  great,  your  only  want  is  the  refidence  of  the  landed 
intereft  in  this  country— a circum  fiance  which  it  is  acknow- 
ledged the  meafure  will  tend  to  encreafe  rather  than  di- 
minifli.  That  is  the  capital,  Sir,  that  fhould  be  introduced 
into  this  kingdom — the  introdudlion  of  which  would  en- 
rich this  country  more  than  an  Englifh  faOor,  and  civilize 
it  more  than  Englifh  manners.  Whatever  you  have  got 
has  been  the  gift  of  a free  Parliament,  and  if  you  furrender 
that  Parliament  you  will  not  only  be  flaves  but  you  will  be 
idiots.  The  Minlfl^r.  of  England  propofes  to  the  Iri{h 
Parliament  to  declare  to  the  world  its  own  incapacity,  and 
calls  upon  them  to  regifter  the  record  of  this  incapacity  in 
fhara(flers  of  eternal  degradation.  He  tells  you  that  the 
independence  has  failed  from  the  corruption  of  the  Pad.- 
He  impeaches  that  Pari,  which  ought  to  impeach  him  ; he 
introduces  innovation  in  parliamentary  procedure,  more 
flrange  than  the  meafure  which  he  has  now  the  prefumptlon 
to  bring  before  this  Houfe,  is  ini.^uitous.  Sir,  I fay  your 
Parliament  has  been  the  fruitful  parent  of  all  the  blefiings 

which 
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which  you  at  this  moment  enjoy,  and  which  the  Miniftcr 
would  feduce  you  to  furrendcr.  Under  its  wife  and  aufpicious 
influence,  the  linen  manufa£l:ure  has  been  trebled— the  ag- 
^riculture  of  the  country  h^s  been  doubled — it  has  fupport- 
ed,  during  three  wars,  the  very  Minrifter  which  now  comes 
forward  to  roh  you  of  ti^e  fource  of  the  liberality,  and  the 
guardian  of  your  rights.” 

Sir,  I fay,  if  you  furrender  you  Parliament,  you  fur- 
i;«nder  yourlelves  up  to  eternal  infamy,  and  your  country 
to  irrevocable  deftrudlion.  I cannot  be  accufed,  Sir,  of 
perfonal  intereft  in  the  counfel  which  I give.  Weak  and 
^xhaufled  as  lam,  my  ftrength  is  fmall — my  days,  perhaps, 
but  few-— I corae  here  polflbly  to  give  my  laft  vote — perhaps 
•to  expire  on  your  floor,  but  it  lhall  be  in  difchargc  of  the 
^ofl:  facred  of  duties— the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  of 
my  country,  and  my  lafl:  breath  fliall  be  ojFercd  on  the  fame 
altar  on  which  Irith  independence  is  to  be  the  vi£fim/* 

The  queftioq  was  put,  and  on  a divifion  tl^  numbecs. 
were,  for  the  Amendment  96 — ^Againftit 

Oft  the  ^th  February^  Ford  Q^Jllereagh  delivered  to  the  Houfe 

a Mejfage from  his  Excellency^  acquainting  the  Koufe^ 

« That  his  Excellency  had  in  comm;and  from  his  Majcfly 
to  lay  before  them  the  refoluticns  of  the  Britifh  Parliament 
upon  the  fubjedf  of  a more  intimate  Union  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  to  exprefs  his  Majefly’-s  earneft  recommendation 
that  his  faithful  commons  would  take  thofe  refolutions  into 
their  ferious  confideration,  and  to  communicate  the  fatis- 
fafHon  his  Majefty  felt  in  obferving  that  fentiments  in  fa- 
vour of  fuch  a meafure  prevailed  fo  very  generally  amongfl: 
Ills  faithful  fubjedts  of  Ireland,  and  gave  fuch  hopes  of  an 
early  completion  of  that  meafure,  to  which  his  Majefty 
'looks  with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs,  as  the  only  means  by 
which  the  interefls  of  all  his  people  can  be  indiffolubly 
united  *,  and  that  his  Majefty  therefore  relying  upon  the 

wifdom 
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wUdom  of  his  Parliament  and  the  I oyaity  of  his  people  for 
the  •cornpletion  of  fuch  a fyftem  as  (hall  give  to  both  coun- 
tries a full  and  unreferved  participation  in  their  mutual  ad- 
vantages of  Commerce  and  Conftitution,  doubts  not  that  it 
will  eftablilh  the  freedom  and  power  of  the  Empire  on  fuch 
a foundation  as  will  not  be  fhaken  by  cither  foreign  or  do- 
meftic  enemies.” 

! Tkf  meafure  of  Union  having  hen  (as  exposed ) propofed^  and 
eventually  agreed  to,  the  houfe  of  Lords  .and  Commons  waited 
on  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ('i^th  March)  with  the  articles  of 
Union  and  the  following  Addrefs,  in  orde/  to  be  tranfmitted to 
h is  Majejly  : 

gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty’s  nroft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuhje£fs,  the 
^ds.  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and.  knights,  citizens,  and 
hurgefies,  in  parliament  aflembledj,  having  taken  into  our 
i fcrious  conlideratioR  the  important  fubje^  of  ai^iHative 
tinion  between  Great  Britain  and  Irdnnd,  laid 

Before  us  in  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament  on  the  5th  day  of  February 
4aft,  accompanied  by  the  refolutions  of  the  two  hwfes  of 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  pro  poling  that  great  ijneafure, 
and  by  the  earnefl  and  folemn  recommendation  of  your 
Majefty,” 

Deeply  imprelTed  with  the  ncceffity  of  rendering  the 
connexion  of  Great  Britain  and  this  kingdom  indi^luhle, 
and  truly  fenliblc  of  the  repeated  efforts  which  have  besen 
made  by  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  to  fhake  that  con- 
nexion, and  to  effe£l  their  entire  reparation,  we  hiHy  ap- 
prove and  cordially  embrace  the  principle  of  incorporating 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  under, your 
Majefty’s  aufpicious  government,  by  a complete  and  ,entirc 
union  of  their  legiflatures.” 
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« We  do  confider  the  refolutions  of  the  two  houfes  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  as  wifely  calculated  to  form  the  bafis 
of  iuch  a fettlement. — We  have  adopted  them  as  our  guide 
in  the  mealures  we  have  purfued,  and  we  now  feel  it  our 
duty  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  the  refolutions  to.  which 
we  have  agreed,  which  refolutions  we  humbly  fubmit  to 
your  Majefty  may  form  the  articles  of  union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  which,  if  approved  of  by  the  two 
houfes  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  ready  to 
confirm  and  ratify,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  eftablifti- 
cd  for  ever  by  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parliaments  ” 

We  doubt  not,  that  your  Majefty  and  your  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  will  confider  tfiefe  refolutions  as  the  moft 
unequivocal  teftimony  of  our  zealous  loyalty  to  your  Ma* 
jcfty’s  facred  perfon,  family,  and  government,  and  aaf*an 
unalterable  pledge  of  our  attachment  to  the  Britifh  empire. 
We  offer  them,  in  the  full  convidtion,  that  by  incorporat- 
ing the  Legiflatfures,  and  by  confolidating  the  refources  of 
the  two  kii^oms,  we  (hall  increafe  the  power,  and  ftability 
of  df^ytempire,  and  that  by  uniting  ourfelves  with  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjeffs  of  Great  Britain,  under  pne  parliament  and 
government,  we  fhall  moft  decidedly  fecure  the  extenfion 
of  our  commerce,  the  fafety  of  pur  religion,  and  the  pres- 
fervation  of  our  liberties.’”* 

PROTEST 

As  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland, 
on  reporting  the  Union  Propositions. 

• Dijfeniient^ 

I ft,  Becaufe  that  in  the  prefent  awful  ftate  of  affairs,  when 
the  moft  unremitting  induilry  is  made  ufe  of  to  unhinge  every 
eftablifhed  Government  in  Europe — when  revolutionary 
principles  have  produced  the  overthrow  of  fevcral  ancient 
eftablifhed  Governments,  we  think  every  loyal  fubje£i  who 
regards  the  liberties  of  his  country,  called  upon  to  rally 

round 
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round  the  confiitution  and  to  preferve  its  ftabillty  ; we  there- 
fore cannot  help  protefting  againft  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
Minifler,  who,  in  fuch  times,  hazards  the  experitnenis  of 
anriihilating  that  conftitution,  which  has  for  many  ages 
maintained  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  of  fubftituting  in  its  flcad  (in  opposition  to  the 
general  voice  of  the  nation)  a new  fyftcm,  totally  fubversive 
of  every  fundamental  principle  of  that  conftitution,  which 
we  consider  as  the  beft  fecurity  for  thole  liberties,  which  the 
fubjeefts  of  Ireland  now  enjoy. 

2dly,  Becaufe,  however  willing  we  now  are,  and  always 
have  been,  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  our  means  to  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  the  empire,  we  hold  it  our  bounden 
duty,  before  that  we  ftiall  irrevocably  enter  into  any  engage- 
ment, to  take  upon  ourfclves  any  particular  proportion  of 
the  cxpenccs  of  the  empire,  to  afeertain  the  probable 
amount  of  fuch  proportion,  to  enquire  into  the  ability  of 
Ireland  to  dilcharge  the  fame,  and  to  examine  whether  fuch 
part  be  proportionate  to  the  relative  abilities  of  the  two 
nations.  Upon  fuch  enquiry  we  find,  that  the  expenfe  in- 
curred by  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1799,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  thirty-two  millions  ; and  that  which  was  in- 
curred by  Ireland  in  the  faid  year,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
six  millions,  two  feventeenths  of  which  fums  (the  propofed 
proportion)  amount  to  upwards  of  four  millions  four  hun- 
drefd  thoufand  pounds,  which  added  to  the  prefent  intereft 
of  the  debt  incurred  by  Ireland,  and  the  difeharge  of  her 
annuities,  amounting  to  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  and  the  intereft  of  the  loan  of  this  year,  amounting 
to  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  will  make 
the  annual  charge  upon  Ireland  to  amount  to  fix  millions 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  ; it  appears  to  us  that  the  produce  of 
our  revenue,  including  the  eftimated  amount  of  the  taxes 
laid  on  this  feffion,  do  not  exceed  two  millions  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  confcquently  they  will  fall 
Ihoft  by  3,250,0001.  of  the  fum  neceflary  to  difeharge  fuch 
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proportional  part  of  the  expences  of  the  empire.  Ill  oftler 
to  afcertain-  the  relative  abilities  of  the  two  nations,  their 
refpecKve  balances  of  trade  with  the  whole  world  hate  been 
compared,  and  it  appears  from  thence  that  fitch  balance  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain  amounts  to  the  fum  of  14,^00,0001. 
and  that  fiich  balance  in  favour  of  Ireland,  according  to  the 
returns  laid  before  this  Houle,  amount  to  the  ftiin  of 
509,3 1 Taking  therefore  the  balance  of  trade  as  a criteria 
on  of  ability,  the  proportion  would  be  as  29  to  i;  Enquiry 
likewife  having  been  made  into  the  current  cafh  in  circula- 
tion in  both  kingdoms,  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1777,  the 
current  cafli  in  Great  Britain  calculated  at  43,ooo>95ol. 
^fid  it  is  computed  by‘ perfons  the  beft  informed  upon  that 
(ubjeft  in  tliis^  kingdom,  ^that  the  current  cafh  in  Ireland  may 
nov/  amount  to  between  3,000,0001.  and  3,500,000!.  taking 
it  therefore  at  the  latter,  the  proportion  fhould  be  as  12  to 
I ; con^dering  it  in  another  very  elTential  point  of  view,  the 
infiux  and  efHux  of  money  into  the  refpeiftrve  kingdoms^ 
It  appears  that  Great  Britain  receives  by  remittances  to  per- 
(bns  having  property  in  the  Eaft!  and  Weft  Indies  who  refide 
in  Great  Britain,  4 millions  fterl.  We  do  not  know  of  any 
influx  of  money  into  Ireland,  fave  that  of  509,312!.  the 
balance  of  her  trade— and  it  appears  to  us  that  fhe  annually 
remits  to  Great  Britain,  on  account  of  her  debts,  the  funi 
of  720,000!.  and  on  account  of  the  pay  of  3234  men  ferving 
in  Great  Britain,  the  fum  of  . 101,570! — thefc  annual 
drains,  together  with  the  remittances  to  abfentecs  (probably 
little  thort  of  two  millions  J we  cOnfider  to  have  occalioncd 
the  high  rate  of  exchange  with  Great  Britaiq  during  the  laft 
twelve  months,  from  3 to  5 per  cent,  above  par.  aotwith- 
ftanding  that  during  that  period  3 millions  have  been 
borrowed  in  Great  Britain,  and  remitted  to  Ireland.  We 
do  not  know  of  any  fund  to  refort  to  for  raifing  the  faid 
deftciency  of  3,250,000!.  fave  by  taxation,  an  addition  to 
Which  cannot  in  any  conflderable  degree  be  iupported  ; and 
by  reiortilnig  tb  her  landed  property,  the  grofs  contents  of 
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which  being  but  i r, 000,000  flantation  acres,  we  cannot 
eftimate  at  more  than  the  annual  rent  of  5,500,000!.  We 
obferve  the  large  fums  of  money  borrowed  by  Ireland  within 
thofe  four  years  have  been  for  the  moft  part  railed  in  Great 
Britain,  owing  to  the  total  difability  of  procuring  them  in 
Ireland  : the  facility  ofraifing  money  in  Great  Britain,  and 
the  difficulty  found  in  raising  any  in  Ireland,  clearly  demon- 
ftratc  the  opulence  of  the  one  nation,  and  the  poverty  of 
the  other — under  fuch  circumftances  it  appears  to  us,  that 
if  this  kingdom  Ihould  take  uponherfelf  irrevocably  the  pay- 
ment of  2-r7ths  of  fuch  expenfes,  fhe  will  not  have  means 
to  perform  her  engagements,  unlefs  by  charging  her  landed 
property  with  12  or  13s.  in  the  pound,'  it  muft  end  m the 
draining  from  her,  her  la  ft  guinea,  in  totally  annihilating  her 
trade  for  want  of  capital,  m rendering  the  taxes  unproduc- 
tive, and  conlequently  in  finally  putting  her  into  a ftate  of 
bankruptcy ; we  think  ourfelves  called  upon  to  proteft 
againft  a mcafure  fo  ruinous  to  this  country,  and  to  place 
the  refponsibility  for  its  confequcnces  upon  fuch  perfons 
ay  have  brought  it  forward  and  fupported  it. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  believing  the  above  ftatement  to- 
be  accurate,  we-  thus  record  our  diffent.. 

3dly.  For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  too  tedious  and 
too  obvious  to  be  here  dwek  upon,  we  have  deefTiCd  it  our 
bouiidcn  duty  both  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  defcendaiatSi 
thus  pifcblidy  to  declare  our  diflent  from  thofe  reflations, 
approving  of  the  meafure  of  a Legiflaiivc  tlnion,  whick 
have  pafTed  this  Houfc,  calling  on  our  lateft  pofierity  to 
entreat  that  in  virtue  of  this,  our  folemn  declsn'atio&, 
will  acquit  us  of  having;  been  iu  any  wife  inftrumcmal  to 
their  degradation,  and:  to  the  ruin  of  that  country  wludb 
they  may  hereafter  inhabit. 


Leinfter. 

Downfhirc' 

Meath. 


Moira,  by  Proxy. 

Arran, 

Charlexnozxt. 


Farnham. 

Dillon. 

Stfangfonf. 


Graoard. 
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Granard.  Lifmore.  Fowerfcourt« 

Ludlow,  by  Proxy.  Riverfdaleby  Proxy.  De  Vefci,  by  Proxy. 

William  Down  and  Mouht-Calhell.  Sunderlin,  for  the 
Connor.  Louth.  firft  Reafon. 

Rich.  Waterford  and  Mafley,  by  Proxy. 

ARTICLES  OF  THE  UNION, 

RER.  si  ATUTE  GEORGE  III. 

Article  2 — That  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  fhall,  upon  the  ift  day  of  January,  which  (hall 
be  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  i8oi,  and  for  ever  after,  be 
united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  “ the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,’^  and  that  the  royal 
ftile  and  titles  appertaining  to.  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the 
faid  United  kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  and  alfo  the 
enfigns  armorial,  flags  and  banners  thereof,  fhall  be  fuch 
as  his  Majefty,  by  his  royal  proclamation  under  the  great 
feal  of  the  united  kingdom,  fhall  be  pleafed  to  appoint*” 
Article  2. — That  the  fucceflion  to  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  and  of  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging,  fhall  continue  limited  and  fettled 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fuc<;eflion  to  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  the  faid  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
now  flands  limited  and  fettled,  according  to  the  exi fling 
laws,  and  to  the  terms  of  the  Union  between  England  and 
Scotland.*’ 

Article  3. — « That  the  faid  united  kingdom  he  rc^ 
prefented  in  one  and  the  fame  Parliament,  to  be  ftiled 
“ the  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.** 

Article  4. — That  four  Lords  Spiritual  of  Ireland, 
rotation  of  feflions,  and  twenty-eight  lords  temporal  of  Ire- 
land, ele£led  for  life  by  the  peers  of  Ireland,  fhall  be  the 
number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfc 
of  Lords,  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 'and 
one  hundred  Commoners  (two  for  each  county  of  Ireland, 
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two  Cor  the  citjf  of  Dublin,  two  for  the  city  of  Cork,  on? 
for  the  univerfity  of  Trinity  College,  and  one  for  each  of, 
the  thirty-one  moft  confiderable  cities,  towns,  and  bo- 
roughs) be  the  number  to  lit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
tinited  kingdom.” 

**  That  fuch  aft  as  fhall,  be  palled  in  the  Parliament  of 
Iceland  previous  to  the  Union,  “ to  regulate  the  mode  by, 
which  t,he  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  the  Com- 
moners to  ferve  in  the  Parliament  of  the  united  kingdom 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  lhali  be  fummoned  and  returned  to 
the  laid  Parliament,^*  lhali  be  conlidered  as  forming  part 
pi  the  treaty  of  Union,  and  lhali  be  incorporated  in  the^ 
afts  ol  thc  refpeftive  Parliaments  by  which  thefaid  Union 
^all  he  ratified  and  eliablilhed.*'. 

That  all  queftions  torching  the,  rotation  or  eleftion  of  ^ 
lords  Ipiritual  or  temporal  of,  Ireland  to  lit  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  united  kingdom,  lhali  be  decided,  by  the’ 
Huufe  of  Lords  thereof i and.  whenever  by  reafon  of  an 
equality  of  votes  in  the  eleftion  ofany  fuch  lords  temporal, 
a complete  eleftion  lhali  not  be  made  according  to  the  true 
intent  of.  this  article,  the  names  of  thofe  peers  for  whom 
fuch  equftity  of  votes  fhall  be  fo  given,  fhall  be  written  on 
pieces  of  paper  of  a fimilar  form,  and  (hall  be  put  into  a 
glafs  by  the  clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  at  the  table  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  whilfl  the  Houfe  is  fitting ; and  the  peer 
©r  peers  whofe  name  or  names  lhali  be  firft  drawn  out  by 
the  clerk  of.  the  parliaments  lhali  be  deemed  the  peer  or  peers 
elefted,  as  the  cafe  may  he.** 

‘‘  That  any  pcrfqn  holding  any  peerage  of  Ireland  uow. 
fubfifting,  or  hereafter  to  be  created,  lliall  not  thereby  be 
difqualified  from, being  elefted  to  ferve,  if  he  lhali  fo  think 
fit,  or  from  ferying  o.r  CQntinuing’  to  ferve,  if  he  fhall  fo 
think  fit.  fpr  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  unlefs^ 
he  fhall  have  been  preyioully  elefted  as  above  to  /It  in  the. 
yot.  HI. 
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houfe  of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  but  that  fo  long  as 
fuch  peer  of  Ireland  fhall  fo  continue  to  be  a member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  fliall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privilege 
of  peerage,  nor  be  capable  of  being  elected  to  ferve  as  ^ 
peer  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  or  of  voting  at  any  iuch  election, 
and  that  he  (hall  be  liable  to  be  fued^  indi<5ted,  proceeded 
againft,  and  tried  as  a Commoner,  for  any  offence  with 
which  he  may  be  charged.” 

“ That  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fuccefTors,  to  create  peers  of  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dorn  called  Ireland,  and  to  make  promotions  in  the  pee- 
rage thereof  after  the  Union,  provided  that  no  new  creation 
of  any  fuch  Peers  fhall  take  place  after  the  Union,  until 
three  of  the  peerages  of  Ireland  which  fhall  have  been  ex* 
ifting  at  the  time  of  the  union  fhall  have  become  extinff, 
and  upon  fuch  extin(5lion  of  three  peerages,  that  it  ^a!l  be 
lawful  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  to  create 
one  peer  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland, 
and  in  like  manner  fo  often  as  three  peerages  of  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland  fhall  become  extinef,  it 
fhall  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  to 
create  one  ctherr  peer  of  the  faid  part  of  the  un/ted  king- 
dom ; and  if  it  fhall  happen  that  rhe  peers  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kmgdom  called  Ireland  fhall  by  extinction  of  pee- 
rages, or  otherwife,  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred, exclufive  of  all  fuch  peers  of  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  called  Ireland  as  fhall  hold  any  peerage  of  Great 
Britain  fubfifting  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  united 
kingdom  created  fince  the  Union,  by  which  fiich  peers 
:fraU  be  entitled  to  an  hereditary  feat  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
of  the  united  kingdom,  then  and  in  that  cafe  it  fhall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  to 
create  one  peer  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland,  as  often  as  any  one  of  fuch  one  hundred  peerages 
fhall  fail  by  extincliion,  or  as  often  as  any  one  peer  of  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland  fhall  become  en- 
titled 
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titled  by  defcent  or  creation  to  an  hereditary  feat  in  tlu', 
houfe  of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom  ; it  being  the  true, 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  article  that  at  all  times  after  the 
Union  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs, 
and  fuccelTors,  to  keep  up  the  peerage  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  called  Ireland  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred, over  and  above  the  number  of  fuch  of  the  faid  peers 
as  (hall  be  entitled  by  defcent  or  creation  to  an  hereditary 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom/’ 

“ That  if  any  peerage  (hall  at  any  time  be  in  abeyance, 
fuch  peerage  (hall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  an  exifting  pee- 
rage, and  no  peerage  fhall  be  deemed  extin£t  unlcfs  on  de- 
fault of  claimants  to  the  inheritance  of  fuch  peerage  (or  the 
fpace  of  one  year  from  the  death  of  the  perfon  who  (liall 
have  been  laft  poflefTed  thereof,  and  if  no  claim  (hall  be 
made  to  the  inheritance  of  fuch  peerage  in  fuch  form  and 
manner  as  may  fromt.ime  to  tinie  be  preferibed  by  the  houfe 
of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
faid  period  of  a year,  then  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  peerage  ihaii 
be  deemed  extinft  ; provided  that  nothing  herein  fhall  ex- 
clude any  perfon  from  afterwards  putting  in  a claim  to  the 
peerage  fo  deemed  extinft,  and  if  fuch^  claim  (hall  be  allowed 
as  valid  by  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  lords  of  the  united 
kingdom  reported  to  his  Majedy,  fuch  peerage  fhall  be  con- 
(idered  as  revived  ; and  in  cafe  any  new  creation  of  a pee- 
rage of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  (hall 
have  taken  place  in  the  interval,  in  confequence  of  the  lup- 
pofed  extinftion  of  fuch  peerage,  then  no  new  right  of  cre- 
ation fhall  accrue  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceftbrs,  in 
confequence  of  the  next  extindlion  which  (hall  take  place 
of  any  peerage  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland.” 

‘‘  That  all  queftions  touching  the  eledllon  of  Members  to 
fit  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the 
united  kingdom,  (hall  be  heard  and  decided  in  the  fame 
manner  as  queftions  touching  fuch  eleclions  in  Great  Bri^ 
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tain  now  are,  or  at  anytimehereafter  fhall  by  law  be  heard 
and  decided,  fubje£l:  neverthelefs  to  fiich  particular  regula- 
tions in  refpe^l  of  Ireland,  as  from  local  circumftances  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  may  from  time  to  time 
deefm  expedient.’* 

“ That  the  qualifications  in  refpe^l:  of  property  of  the 
members  eledled  ori  the  part  of  Ireland  to  fit  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  fhall  be  rerpe£lively 
the  fame  as  are  now  provided  by  law  in  the  cafes  of  elec- 
tions for  counties  and  cities  and  boroughs  refpedtively  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  unlefs  any  other 
prcvifion  fhall  hereafter  be  made  in  that  refpedt  by  z£t  of 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom.*’ 

That  when  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflfors,  fhall 
declare  his,  her  or  their  pleafure,  for  holding  the  firft  or 
any  fubfequent  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  a pro- 
clamation fhall  ifTue  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  king- 
dom, to  caufe  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
mons who  are  to  ferve  in  the  parliament  thereof  on  the  part  s 
of  Ireland,  to  be  returned  in  futh  manner  as  by  any  a£t  of 
this  prefent  feflion  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  fhall  be  pro- 
vided and  that  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  fhall,  together  with  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons  fo  returned  as  aforefaid  on  the 
part  of  Ireland,  conftitute  the  two  houfes  of  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom.” 

That  if  his  Majefty,  on  or  before  the  ift  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1801,  on  which  day  the  union  is  to  take  place,  fhall 
declare  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  fhould  be  the  members  of  the  ref- 
peclive  houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  then  the  faid  lords  and  com- 
mons of  the  prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fhall  ac- 
cordingly be  the  members  of  the  refpe<ftive  houfes  of  the 
firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Great 
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Britain,  and  they,  together  with  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal  and  commons  fo  fummoned  and  returned  as  above, 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  {hall  be  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral and  commons  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom,  and  fuch  firft  parliament  may  (in  that  cale)  if 
not  fooner  diflblved,  continue  to  fit  fo  long  as  the  prefent 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  may  now  by  law  continue  to  fit, 
if  not  fooner  diflblved  : provided  always,  that  until  an  a£k 
fhall  have  paflbd  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom, 
providing  in  what  cafes  perions  holding  offices  or  places  of 
profit  Under  the  crown  in  Ireland,  fhall  be  incapable  of  be- 
ing members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom,  no  greater  number  of  members  than 
twenty  holding  fuch  offices  or  places,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be 
capable  of  fitting  in  the  faid  houfe  of  commons  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  united  kingdom  ; and  if  fuch  a number  of 
members  fhall  be  returned  to  lerve  in  the  faid  houfe,  as  to 
make  the  whole  number  of  members  of  the  faid  houfe  hold- 
ing fuch  offices  or  places,  as  aforefaid,  more  than  twenty, 
then  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  feats  or  places  of  fuch  members 
as  fhall  have  laft  accepted  fuch  offices  or  places  fhall  be  va- 
cated, at  the  option  of  fuch  members,  fo  as  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  holding  fuch  offices  or  places  to  the 
number  of  twenty  ; and  no  perfon  holding  any  fuch  office 
or  place  fhall  be  capable  of  being  eleded,  or  of  fitting  in  the 
faid  houfe,  while  there  are  twenty  perfons  holding  fuch 
offices  or  places  fitting  in  the  i^id  houfe  ; and  that  every 
one  of  the  lords  of  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  and 
every  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  the  united  king- 
dom, in  the  firft  and  all  fucceeding  parliaments,  fhall,  until 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  fhall  otherwife  pro- 
vide, take  the  oaths,  and  make  and  fubferibe  the  declara- 
tion, and  take  and  fubferibe  the  oath  now  by  law  enjoined 
to  be  taken,  made  and  fubferibed  by  the  lords  and  com- 
mons of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.*' 
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‘‘  That  the  lords  of  parliament  on  the  part  of  Irelandjj 
m the  houfe  of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  ihall  at  all 
times  have  the  fame  privileges  of  parliament  which  ihall 
long  to  the  lords  of  parliameht  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  refpe^lively  on  the  part 
of  Ireland  lhall  at  all  times  have  the  fame  rights  in  refpe^l: 
of  their  fitting  and  voting  upon  the  trial  of  peers  as  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  rerpe£fively  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain;  and  that  all  lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland,  (hall  have 
rank  and  precedency  next  and  immediately  after  the  lords 
fpiritual  of  the  fame  rank  and  degree  of  Great  Britain,  and 
fliall  enjoy  all  privileges  as  fully  as  the  lords  (piHtilal  of 
Great  Britain  do  now,  or  may  hereafter  enjoy  the  fame,  the 
right  and  privilege  of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the 
privileges  depending  thereon,  and  particularly  the  fight  of 
fitting  on  the  trial  of  peers,  excepted  ; and  that  the  perfotis 
holding  any  temporal  peerages  of  Ireland,  cxifting  at  tiic 
time  of  the  union,  (hall,  for  and  after  the  union,  have  ranis 
and  precedency  next  and  immediately  after  all  the  p’erfons 
holding  peerages  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  in  Great 
Britain,  fubfifting  at  the  time  of  the  Union;  and  that  all 
peerages  of  Ireland,  created  after  the  union,  fhall  have  rank 
and  precedency  with  the  peerages  of  the  united  kingdom 
fo  created,  according  to  the  dates  of  their  creations ; and 
that  all  peerages,  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  now 
fubiifiing,  or  hereafter  to  be  created,  fhall  in  all  other  ref- 
pefts  from  the  date  of  the  union  be  confidered  a’s  peerages 
of  the  united  kingdom,  and  that  the  peers  of  Ireland  fhall, 
as  peers  of  the  united  kingdom,  be  fired  and  tried  as  peers, 
except  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall  enjoy  all  privileges  of  peers  as 
fully  as  the  peers  of  Great  Britain  ; the  right  and  privileges 
of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  privileges  depend- 
ing thereon,  and  the  right  of  fitting  on  the  trial  of  peers 
only  excepted.” 

Article  5.—“  That  the  Churches  ot  England,  and  Ire- 
land, as  now  by  law  cftablifhed,  be  united  into  one  Protef- 
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taht  epifcopal  church,  to  be  called  “ the  united  church  of 
England  and  Ireland,*^  and  that  the  dodlrine,  worfhip, 
difeipline,  and  governnaent  - of  the  faid  united  church, 
fliall  be,  and  (hall  remain  in  full  force  for  ever,  as  the  lame 
are  now  by  law  eftablifhed  for  the  church  of  England  ; and 
that  the  continuance  and  prefervation  of  the  faid  united 
church,  as  the  eftablifhed  church  of  England  and  Ireland, 
fhall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  eflential  and  funda- 
menlal  part  of  the  union  5 and  that  in  like  manner  the 
dodtrine,  worfhip,  difeipline,  and  government  of  the  church 
Scotland,  fhall  remain  and  be  prefer ved  as  the  fame  are 
now  eftablifhed  by  law,  and  by  the  adts  for  the  Union  of 
the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland.” 

Article  6.— That  it  be  the  fixth  article  of  Union,  that  his 
Majefty^s  fubjcdls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fhall,  from 
and  after  the  ift  day  of  January,  1801,  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  privileges,  and  be  on  the  fame  footing-as  to  encourage- 
ments and  bounties  on  the  like  articles,  being  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufadlure  of  either  country  refpedlively 
and  generally,  in  refpedt  of  trade  and  navigation,  in  all 
ports  and  places  in  the  united  kingdom  and  its  dependen- 
cies *,  and  that  in  all  treaties  made  by  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceffors,  with  any  foreign  power,  his  Majefty*s 
fubjedls  of  Ireland  fhall  have  the  fame  privileges,  and  be  on 
the  fame  footing  as  his  Majefty’s  fubje^fts  of  Great  Britain.” 

“That  from  the  firft  day  of  January,  1801,  all  prohi- 
bitions and  bounties  on  the  export  of  articles  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  either  country  to  the  other, 
fhall  ceafe  and  determine,  and  that  the  faid  articles  fhall 
thenceforth  be  exported  from  one  country  to  the  other 
without  duty  or  bounty  on  fuch  export.” 

“ That  all  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  either  country,  (not  herein  after  enumerated  as  fubjeCt 
to  fpecific  duties)  fhall  from  henceforth  be  imported  into 
each  country  from  the  other  free  from  duty,  other  than 
fuch  counterrailing  duties  on  the  feveral  articles  enume- 
rated 
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rated  in  the  fcaedule  to  faid  a£l  annexed,  or  fiich  other 
countervailing  duties  as  ftiall  hereafter  be  impofed  by  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  the  manner  herein 
after  provided  \ and  that  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 
from  the  union,  tlie  articles  enunaerated  in  another  iche* 
dule  thereunto  annexed,  (hall  be  fubjeft,  on  importati- 
on into  each  country  from  the  other,  to  the  duties  fpe- 
cified  in  the  laid  fchedule  and  the  woe  lien*  manufa£lure5, 
■known  by  the  names  of  old  and  heW  drapery,  (hall  pay  on 
importation  into  each  country  from  the  Other  the  duties 
now  payable  on  importation  into  Ireland.” 

“ Salt  and  hops,  on  importation  into  Ireland  from  Gt.  Bri- 
tain, (hall  be  fubjecl  to  duties  not  exceeding  thofe  which  are 
how  paid  on  importation  into  Ireland  ; and  coals,  on  importa- 
tion into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  ihall  be  fubjedf  to  bur- 
thens not  exceeding  thofe  to  which  they  are  now  fubjedf.” 

That  calicoes  and  madins  (hall,  on  their  importation 
info  either  country  from  the  other,  be  fubjcift  and  liable  tof 
the  duties  now  payable  oii  the  fame,  on  the  importation 
thereof  from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  until  the  fifth  day 
of  January,  1808  *,  arid  from  and  after  the  faid  day  the  faid 
duties  (hall  be  annually  reduced  by  equal  proportions  as  near 
as  may  be  in  each  year,  fo  as  that  the  faid  duties  (hall  (fand 
at  ten  per  centum  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  January, 
1816,  until  the  fifth  day  of  January,  1821 } and  that  cotton-* 
yarn  and  cotton-twifi:  ihall,  on  their  importation  into  either 
country  from  the  other,  be  fubjeft  and  liable  to  the  duties 
now  payable  upon  the  fame  on  the  importation  thereof  from 
Great  Britairi  into  Ireland,  until  the  fifth  day  of  January, 
i8c8  ; and  from  and  after  the  faid  day  the  faid  duties  (hall 
be  annually  reduced  by  equal  proportions  as  near  as  may  be 
in  each  year,  fo  as  that  all  duties  (hall  ceafe  on  the  faid  ar- 
ticles from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  January,  1816.” 

« That  any  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  nianu- 
fa£lure  of  cither  country,  which  are  or  may  be  (ubje^I  to 
kternal  duty,  or  to  duty  on  the  materials  of  which  they 


are 


Collectanea  Polittca.  529 

are  compofed,  may  be  made  fubjeft,  on  their  importation 
into  each  country  refpe£lively  from  the  other,  to  fuch  coun- 
tervailing duty  as  (hall  appear  to  be  juft  and  reafonable  in 
refpeft  of  luch  internal  duty  or  duties  on  the  materials,  and 
that  for  the  faid  purpoles  the  articles  fpeciHed  in  the  faid 
fctiedules  (hall  be  fubjeft  to  the  duties  fet  forth  therein, 
liable  to  be  taken  off,  diminiflicd  or  encreafcd  in  the  man- 
ner herein  fpecified,  and  that  upon  the  export  of  the  faid 
articles  from  each  country  to  the  other,  refpcftively,  a 
drawback  lhall  be  given  equal  in  amount  to  the  counter- 
vailing duty  payable  on  fuch  articles  on  the  import  thereof 
into  the  fame  country  from  the  other,  and  that  in  like  man- 
ner in  future  it  fhall  be  competent  to  the  united  parliament 
to  impole  any  new  or  additional  countervailing  duties,  or  to 
take  off  or  diminifh  fuch  exifting  countervailing  duties  as 
may  appear  on  like  principles  to  be  juft  and  reafonable,  in 
refpeft  of  any  future  or  additional  internal  duty,  on  any  ar- 
ticle ol  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  either  coun- 
try, or  of  any  new  or  additional  duty  on  any  materials  of 
which  fuch  article  may  be  compofed,  or  of  any  abatement 
of  duty  on  the  fame,  and  that  when  any  fuch  new  or  ad- 
ditional countervailing  duty  fliall  be  fo  impofed,  on  the 
import  of  any  article  into  either  country  from  the  other,  a 
drawback,  equal  in  amount  to  fuch  countervailing  duty, 
(hall  be  given  in  like  manner  on  the  export  of  every  fuch  ar- 
ticle relpeftively,  from  the  lame  country  to  the  other.” 

“ That  all  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  either  country,  when  exported  thro*  the  other,  lhall  in 
all  cafes  be  exported  fubjeCt  to  the  fame  charges  as  if  they 
had  been  exported  direCtly  from  the  country  of  which 
they  vvere  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture.” 

“ That  all  duty  charged  on  the  import  of  foreign  of 
colonial  goods  into  either  country,  lliall,  on  their  export  to 
the  other,  be  either  drawnback,  or  the  amount  (if  any  be 
retained)  fhall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  country  to 
which  they  fhall  be  fo  exported,  fo  long  as  the  expenditure 
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of  the  united  kingdom  fhall  be  defrayed  by  proportional 
contributions  ; provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  fliall 
extend  to  take  away  any  duty,  bounty,  or  prohibition  which 
cxift  with  refpeft  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  or  bifcuit,  but 
that  all  duties,  bounties,  or  prohibitions  on  the  faid  articles 
may  be  regulated,  varied,  or  repealed  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  united  parliament  (hall  deem  expedient.” 

Article  7.^“  That  the  charge  ariling  from  the  payment 
of  the  intereft  and  the  linking  fund  for  the  reduiflion 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  be- 
fore the  Union,  fhall  continue  to  be  feparately  defrayed  by 
<3r«ai  Ikitain  and  Ireland  refpe^Slivcly,  except  as  herein  af- 
ter provided.” 

« Tliat  foi*  the  fpace  of  20  years  after  the  Union  fhall 
take  place,  the  contribution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
refpe^fively  towards  the  expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom 
in  each  year,  fhall  be  defrayed  in  the  proportion  of  fifteen 
parts  for  Great  Britain,  and  two  parts  for  Ireland  j that 
at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  20  years,  the  future  expenditure 
of  the  united  kingdoms,  (other  than  the  intereft  and  charges 
of  the  debt  to  which  either  country  fhall  be  feparately  li- 
able) fliall  be  defrayed  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom  fhall  deem  juft  and  reafonablc,  upon 
a comparifon  of  the  real  value  of  the  exports  and  imports 
of  the  refpedlive  countries,  upon  an  average  of  the  3 years 
next  preceding  the  period  of  rcvilion  ; or  on  a comparifon  of 
the  value  of  the  quantities  of  the  following  articles  confum- 
ed  within  the  refpe£live  countries  on  a fimilar  average,  vi%. 
beer,  fpitits,  fugar,  wine,  tea,  tobacco  and  malt  ; or  ac- 
cording to  the  aggregate  proportion  refulting  from  both 
thole  confiderations  combined  ; or  on  a comparifon  of  the 
amount  of  income  in  each  country,  eftimated  from  the  pro- 
-duae  frrr  the  fame  period,  of  a general  tax,  if  fuch  fhall 
have  been  impofed,  on  the  fame  deferiptions  of  income  in 
toth  cDuntries;  and  that  the  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
doi^  afterwards  proceed  in  like  manner  to  revife  and 
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£x  faid  proportions  according  to  the  fame  rules>  or  any  of 
them,  at  periods  not  more  diftant  than  20  years,  nor  lefs 
than  7 years,  from  each  other,  unlefs  previous  to  any  fuch 
period,  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  (hall  have 
declared,  as  herein  after  provided,  that  the  expenditure 
of  the  united  kingdom  (hall  be  defrayed  indifcriminately 
by  equal  taxes  impofed  on  the  like  articles  in  both  coun^ 
tries. 

“ That  for  the  defraying  the  faid  expenditure,  according 
to  the  rules  above  laid  down,  the  revenues  of  Ireland  (hall 
hereafter  conftitute  a confolidated  fund,  which  ihall  be 
charged  in  the  firft  inftance  with  the  intereft  of  the  debt  of 
Ireland,  and  with  the  finking  fund  applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  faid  debt,  and  the  remainder  fhall  be  applied 
towards  defraying  the  proportion  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  united  kingdom,  to  which  Ireland  may  be  liable  in 
each  year'/’ 

That  the  proportion  of  contribution  to  which  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  will  be  liable,  fhall  be  ralfed  by  fuch 
taxes  in  each  country  refpe£tively,  as  the  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  fit ; 
piovidcd  always,  that  in  regulating  the  taxes  in  each  coun- 
try, by  which  their  refpeilive  proportions  (hall  be  levied, 
no  article  in  Ireland  (hall  be  made  liable  to  any  new  or  ad- 
ditional duty  by  which  the  whole  amount  of  duty  payable 
thereon  would  exceed  the  amount  which  will  be  thereafter 
payable  in  England  on  the  like  article*” 

“ That  if  at  the  end  of  any  year  any  furplus  (hall  accrue 
from  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  after  defraying  the  intereli:, 
finking  fund,  and  proportional  contribution,  and  feparate 
charges  to  which  the  faid  country  fhall  then  be  liable, 
taxes  (hall  be  taken  off  to  the  amount  of  fuch  furplus,  or 
the  furplus  fhall  be  applied  by  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  to  local  purpofes  in  Ireland,  or  to  make  good  any 
deficiency  w liich  may  arife  in  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  ia 
lime  of  peace,  or  be  Inveffed  by  the  .commiflioners  of  the 
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national  debt  of  Ireland,  in  the  funds,  to  accumulate  for 
the  benefit  of  Ireland,  at  compound  intereft,  in  eafe  of 
the  contribution  of  Irdand  in  time  of  war,  provided  that  the 
fUrplus  fo  to  accumulate  fhall  at  no  future  period  be  fuffered 
to  exceed  the  fumof  five  millions.” 

“ That  all  monies  to  be  raifed  after  the  Union  by  loan, 
in  peace  Or  v^ar,  fof  the  ferrite  of  the  united  kingdom,  by 
the  Parliament  thereof,  lhall  be  confidered  to  be  a joint 
debt,  and  the  charges  thereof  fhall  be  borne  by  the  refpefSfive 
countries  in  the  proportion  of  their  refpedtive'  contributions  ; 
provided,  that  if  at  any  time  in  railing  their  refpedlivc  con- 
ttibutions  hereby  fixed  for  each  country,  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom  (hall  judge  it  fit  to  raifc  a greater 
proportion  of  Aich  refpe^five  contributions  in  one  country 
within  the  year  than  in  the  other,  or  to  fet  apart  a greater 
proportion  of  finking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  the  loan  raifed  on  account  of  the  one  coun- 
try than  of  that  raifed  on  account  of  the  other  country, 
then  fuch  part  of  the  faid  loan,  for  the  liquidation  of  which 
different  provifions  fhall  have  been  made  for  the  refpe^Vivc 
countries,  Giall  be  kept  diftinft,  and  fhall  be  borne  by  each 
feparately,  and  only  that  part  of  the  faid  loan  be  deemed 
joint  and  common,  for  the  redudion  of  which  the  tef- 
pe^live  countries  fhall  have  made  provifion  in  the  propor- 
tion of  their  refpeftive  contributions.** 

“ That  if  at  any  future  day  the  feparatc  debt  of  each 
country  refpe^ivcly  fhall  have  been  liquidated,  or  if  the 
values  of  their  refpeftive  debts  (eftimated  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  intereft  and  annuities  attending  the  fame, 
and  of  the  finking  fund  applicable  to  the  redudion  there- 
of, and  to  the  period  within  which  the  whole  capital  of 
fuch  debt  fhall  appear  to  be  redeemable  by  fuch  finking 
fund)  fhall  be  fo  each  other  in  the  fame  proportion  with 
the  refpe£live  contributions  of  each  country  refpeiftively ; or 
if  the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  the  larger  of  fuch  debts 
fhall  vary  from  fuch  proportion,  fhall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dredth 
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dredth  part  of  the  faid  value,  and  if  it  {hall  appear  to  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  that  the  refpeflivc  ciri» 
cumftances  of  the  two  countries  vill  thenceforth  admit  of 
their  contributing  indiferiminately,  by  equal  taxes  impofed 
on  the  fame  articles  in  each,  to  the  future  expenditure  of 
the  united  kingdom,  it  fhallbe  competent  to  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom  to  declare  that  all  future  cxpence 
thenceforth  to  be  incurred,  together  with  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  all  joint  debts  contracted  previous  to  fuch  decla- 
ration, (hall  be  fo  defrayed  indiferiminately,  by  equal  taxe^ 
impofed  on  the  fame  articles  in  each  country,  and  thence- 
forth, from  time  to  time,  as  circumftances  may  require,  to 
impole  and  apply  fuch  taxes  accordingly,  fubjeCt  only  to 
fuch  particular  exemptions  or  ^abatements  in  Ireland,  and 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circum{i:ance$ 
may  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand.” 

That  from  the  period  of  fuch  declaration  it  (hall  no 
longer  be  ncceflary  to  regulate  the  contribution  of  the  two 
countries  towards  the  future  expenditure  of  the  united  king- 
dom according  to  any  fpeciiic  proportion,  or  according  to 
any  of  the  rules  herein  before  preferibed  ; provided  pever^ 
thelefs,  that  the  intereft  or  charges  which  may  remain  on 
account  of  any  part  of  the  feparate  debt  with  which  either 
country  (hall  be  chargeable,  and  which  (hall  not  be  liquidat- 
ed pr  confolidated  proportionably  as  above,  (hall,  until  ex- 
tinguiihed,  continue  to  be  defrayed,  by  feparate  taxes  in 
each  country.’* 

That  a fum  not  lefs  than  the  fum  which  has  been  grant- 
ed by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  on  the  average  of  fix  years 
immediately  preceding  the  firft  day  of.  January,  in  the  year 
1800,  in  premiums  for  the  internal  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture or  manufaftures,  or  for  the  maintaining  inflitutions 
for  pious  and  charitable  purpofes,  fhall  be  applied  for  the 
period  of  20  years  after  the  Union  to  fuch  local  purpofes  in 
Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  parliament  of  the  united 
Jtingdom  fhall  direct,” 
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That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January,  iSoi,  all 
public  revenue  arifing  to  the  united  kingdom  from  the 
territorial  dependencies  thereof,  and  applied  to  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom,  fhall  be  fo  applied  in 
die  proportions  of  the  refpeflive  contrihutions  of  the  two 
countries.’? 

Article  8. — “ That  it  be  the  eighth  article  of  Union, 
that  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  all  the 
courts  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi^lion  within  the  ref, 
peftive  kingdoms,  fhall  remain  as  now  by  law  eftabliflied 
within  the  fame,  fubje£t  only  to  fuch  alterations  and  regula*^ 
tions,  from  time  to  time,  as  circumftanccs  may  appear  to 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  to  require,  provided, 
that  all  writs  of  error  and  appeals,  depending  at  the  time  of 
the  Union,  or  hereafter  tp  be  brought,  and  which  might 
BOW  be  finally  decided  by  the  houfe  of  lords  of  either  king^ 
dom,  fhall  from  and  after  the  Union  be  finally  decided  by 
the  houfe  of  lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  provided, 
that  from  and  after  the  Union  there  fhaU  remain  in  Ireland 
am  inftance  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  determination  of 
caufes,  civil  and  maritine  only ; and  that  the  appeal  from 
fentences  of  the  faid  court  fhall  be  to  his  Majelly’s  delegates 
in  his  court  of  chancery,  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland  ; and  that  all  laws  at  prefent  in  force  in 
either  kingdom,  which  fhall  be  contrary  to  any  of  the  prch» 
vifions  which  may  be  enacted  by  any  adl  for  carrying  thefe 
articles  into  effect,  be  from  and  after  the  Union  repealed.” 

And  whereas  the  faid  articles*having,  by  addrefs  of  the 
rcfpe£five  houfes  of  parliament  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
been  humbly  laid  before  his  Majefty,  his  Majefty  has  been 
gracioufly  plealed  to  approve  the  fame,  and  to  recommend 
it  to  his  two  houfes  of  parliament,  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  confider  of  fuch  meafures  at  may  be  necefiary 
for  giving  efFedt  to  the  faid  article ; in  order  therefore  to 
give  full  effect  and  validity  to  the  fame,  be  it  enabled  by  the 
King’s  mod  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
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confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons 
in  this  prefent  parliament  alTembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame,  that  the  laid  foregoing  recited  articles,  each, 
and  every  one  of  them,  according  to  the  tru^  import  an4 
tenor  thereof,  be,  ratified,  confirmed  and  approved,  and 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  the  articles  of  the 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  fame  fhall  be 
in  force  and  haye  effc^  for  ever,  from  the  firft  day  of  Janu-- 
ary  which  fhall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  i8oi  ; provided, 
that  before  that  period  an  (hall  have  been  palfed  by  thq 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  carrying  into  effc£l:,  in  the 
like  manner,  the  faid  foregoing  recited  articles.” 

“ And  he  it  enaffed,  that  of  the  one  hundred  commoners 
to  fit  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  united  parliament,  fixty- 
four  fhall  be  chofen  for  the  counties,  and  thirty-fix  for  the 
following  cities  and  boroughs,  viz.  for  each  county  of  Ire- 
land, two  *,  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  two ; for  the  city  of 
Cork,  two  ; for  the  college  of  the  holy  trinity  of  Dublin, 
one  ; for  the  city  of  Waterford,  one  ; for  the  city  of  Li- 
merick, one  ; for  the  borough  of  Belfaft,  one ; for  the 
county  and  town  of  Drogheda,  one ; for  the  county  and 
town  of  Carrickfergus,  one  ; for  the  borough  of  Ncwry, 
one  ; for  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  one  ; for  the  city  of  Lon- 
donderry, one  5 for  the  town  of  Galway,  one  ; for  the  bo- 
rough of  Clonmel,  one  ; for  the  town  of  Wexford,  one  ; 
for  the  town  of  Youghal,  one;  for  the  town  of  Bandon- 
bridge,  one  ; for  the  borough  of  Armagh,  one ; for  the 
borough  of  Dundalk,  one;  for  the  town  of  Kinfalc,  one; 
for  the  borough  of  Lisburne,  one ; for  the  borough  of  Sligo, 
one  ; for  the  borough  of  Catherlough,  one ; for  the  borough 
of  Enni«,  one  ; for  the  borough  of  Dungarvan,  one  ; for 
the  borough  of  Downpatrick,  one ; for  the  borough  of 
Coleraine,  one ; for  the  town  of  Mallow,  one  ; for  the  bo- 
rough of  Athlone,  one  ; for  the  town  of  ffew-Rofs,  one  ; 
for  the  borough  ot  Tralee,  one  ; for  the  city  of  Calhel,  onci 
for  the  borough  of  Dungannon,  one  ; for  the  trough  of  Por- 
tailington,  one ; for  the  borough  of  Ennifkillen,  one.” 
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The  meafwe  of  Union  having  been  thus  adopted^  this  laf 
fef^ion  of  the  Iri/h  parliament  was  terminated  on  2d,  Auguf^ 
180O5  when  his  Excellency  IVdarquis  Cornwallis  {then  Cord 
Lieutenant)  made  the  following^  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

Idly  Lords  and  Qentlemen^ 

The  whole  bufinefs  of  this  important  feflion  being  at 
length  happily  concluded,  it  is  with  the  moft  fincere  latis^^ 
fa£fion  that  I communicate  to  you,  by  his  Majetiy’s  exprefs 
command,  his  wacmeft  acknowledgnaenis  for  that  ardent 
zeal  and  unfiiaken  perfeverance,  which  you  have  Co  con- 
fpicuoufly  manitefted  in  maturing  and  completir»g  the  great 
meafure  of  a legifative  JJniori  between  this  kingdom  and 
Great  Britain.” 

The  proofs  you  have  given  on  this  occafion  ofy  our 
cniform  attachment  to  the  real  welfare  pf  your  country,  in» 
feparably  connected  with  the  lecurity  and  profperity  of  the 
empire  at  large,  not  only  entitle  you  to  the  full  approbation 
of  your  Sovereign,  and  to  the  applaufe  of  your  fellow-fub- 
jefts,  but  muft  afford  you  the  fureft  claim  to  the  gratitude 
of  pofterity.” 

You  will  regret,  with  his  Majefty,  thereverfe  which  his 
Majefty^s  allies  have  experienced  on  the  continent — but  his 
Majefty  is  perfuaded  that  the  firmnefs  and  public  fpirit  of 
his  fubje^s  will  enable  him  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  con- 
dudl  which  will  beft  provide  for  the  honour  and  the  effen- 
tial  interefts  of  his  dominions,  whofe  means  and  refources 
have  now,  by  your  wifdom,  been  more  clofely  and  inti- 
mately combined.” 

“ Gentlemen  §f  the  Houfe  tf  CommonSy 

I am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the  li- 
beral fupplies  which  you  have  chearfully  granted  for  the 
various  and  important  branches  of  the  public  fervice  in  the 
prefent  year.*’ 

His  Majefty  has  alfo  witneffed  with  pleafure  that  wife 
liberality  which  will  enable  him  to  make  a juft  and  equal 
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Retribution  to  thofe  bodies  and  individuals,  whofe  privileges 
and  interefts  are  afFe£tcd  by  the  Union,  and  he  has  alfo^ 
feen  with  fatisfadlion  that  attention  to  the  internal  profperity 
of  this  coijntry,  which  has  been  fo  confpic^ouily  teftified  by 
the  encouragement  you  have  given  to  the  improvement  and 
extenfion  of  its  inland  navigation.”  ^ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I have  the  happinefs  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  country  , 
in  general  has  in  a great  meafure  returned  to  its  former  ftate 
of  tranquillity.  If  in  fome  diftri^fs  a fpirrt  of  plunder 'and 
difaffeftion  flill  exifts,  thofe  diforders,  I believe,  will  prove, 
to  be  merely  local,  and  will^  I doubt  not,  be  foon  effeduaU 
ly  terminated-” 

“ The  preifurc  of  fcarcity  on  the  poorer  clalTes,  though 
much  relieved  by  private  generofity  and  by  the  falutary  pro- 
vihons  of.  the  legiflature,  has  been  long  and  unufually  fe- 
vcrc  ; but,  Itruft,  that  under  thc^ favour  of  Providence. we 
may  draw  a pleafing  profpedl;  of  future  plenty  from  the  pre-> 
Cent  appearance  of  the  harvclj.” 

“ I am  perfuaded  that  the  great  meafure  which  is  now. 
accomplifhed,  could  never  have  been  effected  but  by  a de- 
cided conyidlion  on  your  part,  that  it  would  tend  to  reftore 
and  to.prelerve  the  tranquillity  of  this  country,  to  increafe 
its  commerce  and  manufaftures,  to  perpetuate  its  connexion 
with  Great  Britain,  and  augment  the  refources  of  the  em- 
pire. You  will, not  fail  to  imprefs  thefe  fentiments  on  the 
minds  of  your  fellow-fubje£ls — you  will  encourage  and  im- 
prove that  juft  confidence  whjich  they  have  manifefted  in 
the  refult  of  your  deliberations  on  this  ardent  queftion. 
Above  all,  you  will  be  ftudious  to  inculcate  the  full  cqnvidli- 
on,  that,  united  with  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  into  one . 
kingdom,  governed  by  the  fame  Sovereign,  protc6led  by 
the  fame  laws,  and  reprefented  in  the  fame  legiflature,  no- 
thing will  be  wanting  on  their  part  but  a fpiri:  of  induftry 
and  order,  to  infure  to  them  the  full  advantages  under, 
which  the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  enjoyed  a greater 
VoL.  III.  M m 
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degree  of  profperity,  fecurity  and  freedom,  than  has  eveif 
yet  been  experienced  by  any  other  nation.’^ 

“ I cannot  conclude  without  offering  to  you  and  to  the 
nation  at  large  my  perfonal  congratulati<?ns  pn  the  acco,m- 
plifhment  of  this  great  >vork,  which  has  received  the  fanc- 
tion  and  concurrence  of  our  Sovereign  pn  the  annlverfary 
of  that  aufpicious  day  which  placed  his  illuftrious  family  on 
the  throne  of  thefe  realms.  The  empire  is  now,  thro’  your 
exertions,  fo  completely  united,  and  by  union  fo  ftrength- 
cned,  that  it  can  bid  defiance  to  all  the  efforts  its  enemies 
can  make,  either  to  weaken  it  by  diyifion,  or  to  overturn  it 
by  force.  Under  the  protection  of  the  Divine  Proyidenccj 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will,  J 
truft,  remain  in  all  future  ages  the  faireft  monument  of  his 
Majefty’s  reign,  already  diftinguifhed  by  fo  many  and  fuch 
various  bleffings  conferred  upon  every  clafs  and  defeription 
of  his  fubjeCls.’’ 
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of  the  prefs,  114 paffed,  419 

For  the  better  execution  of 

the  law,  11.  ’83.* — — Petition 

againft  it,  85. rejected,  and 

the  bill  paffed,  86  Do.  to 

limit  the  amount  of  penfions, 

137 Mr.  Forbes’s  fpeech 

relative  to  ih. Sundry  bills 

paffed,  136  “ ‘--Place,  penfion, 
and  refponfibility  bills  rejedted, 

217 Bill  to  prevent  unlawful 

affemblies,  III.  1 1 Grattan's 

Speech,  ib. debated — and 

paffed,  44. 

iBIack-Staif-'/nauntains,  rebels  dis- 

* perfion  and  defeat  at.  III.  296. 

Bond  Olher.  the  rebel  leader,  com- 
mitted to  prifon.  III.  374 

His  trial,  441 Dies  in  pri- 

foUj  308. 

Bory'is  attacked  by  the  rebels,  but 
without  effeft,  HI.  29, 

Buckingham  Lord  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenatit  of  Ireland,  I.  138 

His  fpcech,  ib. 

Byrne^ s trial.f  III.  429 — 44^* 

C 

Camden  Lord  recalled,  III.  374. 

CarliJIe  Earl  of,  appointed  Chief 

Gevernor,  I.  187. -Speech 

on  opening  the  ftffions  of  1781 

ib. Receives  the  thanks  of 

the  guild  of  merchants  of  Dublin 
19 1 refignation,  218. 

Carhiv  deftrudtlbn  of  the  infurgents 
at,  III,  268.  ' 

CamHv  attacked  by  the  rebels,  HI, 


303. 

Castlereagh  Lord  his  letter  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  on  the  intended 
infurredtioh,  HI.  238 

Catholic  Committee  defire  to  be  put 
on  the  fame  footing  with  pro- 

teftants,  11.  298. refolutipns, 

ib. Addreis  to  their  brethren 

of  Ireland,  344. 

Catholic  yneeting  at  Francis-ftreet 

chapel,  HI.  133. -Refolutions 

134—136.  ■ - > 

Chambers  capt.  killed  at  Caftlebar, 

111.318. 

Glain  aftion  and  defeat  of  the  rebels 
at,  III.  243. 

I Clergymen's  names  murdered  by  the 
rebel?,  IJI.  346. 

Clonard  bai'tle  of,  and  gallant  de- 
fence of  Lieutenant  Tyrrell  with 

27  men,  HI.  303. Rebels 

purfued  to  Longwood  and  Cul- 
muliii,  and  difperfed  in  all  di- 
reeftions,  306. 

Commerce,  regulations  propqfed, 
HI.  53. debated  to,  58. 

Commons  houfe  of,  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty  on  the  bill  for  limiting 
the  duration  of  parliaments,  I, 

56. His  Majefty ’s  anfwer,  ib, 

On  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 

148  and  1 5 1 —-'-On  the  condueft 

of  France,'  152. ^Vote  of 

cenfure  againft  the  printers,  184. 

Cork  merchants  of,  petition  againft: 
the  embargo,  J.  139. 

Cornwallis  Marquis,  his  fpeech  at 
opening  the  parliament  of  1799 

Debates  thereon,  482 — — 

His  fpeech  at  opening  feflion  of 

1800, '491 goes  againft  the 

French,  Til.  309. Encamps 

near  Balijmore,  319.  fee  374.  | 

Corporations  of  Dublin  addrefs  his 
Majefty,  I.  75.  ' 

Crawford  Lieut.  Col.  attacks  the 
French  at  Ballinamuck,  HI.  325 

Credit  public,  Lord  Mayor,  Bank- 
ers, Merchants,  &:c.  hold ' a 
meeting  t#  conftder  the  ftate  of 

m;  185.  . • . ^ - 
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Cr<rf,  atrocities  at,  III.  330. 

Cromlin  action  at,  III  241, 

Cullen^  engagement  at,  III.  243. 

Curran  Mr.  his  fpeech  on  the  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  II.  loi. 

D 

Debt  National  in  176c,  I.  157  and 

129 in  1771,  'P.  79 

Accounts  1775,  P.  128 Debt 

1777,  P.  162 In  1781  P. 

189 In  1783  P.  378 

State  of  in  1786,  II.  88 In 

i793»andi795.  III.  139. 

Declaratory  a6I  repealed,  I.  268. 
— —Caufes  of  its  rife,  269 — 286 

Addrefs  of  the  corporation 

of  Dublin  on,  320. 

Defenders  Origin  of,  in  County 
Armagh,  IIL  153,  154.- — 
•——Combinations  for  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  ftate,  156* 

Doiun  Co,  refolutions  of  Drumcree, 
and  Sego  in.  III.  183. 

Dublin^  merchants  and  traders  of, 
addrefs  to  Wm.  Pitt  Efq.  I.  37. 

Refolutions  in  favour  of  a 

Septennial  bill,  39 On  the 

unfuccefsful  attempts  in  favour 

of  Ireland,  1 6 1 Inhabitants 

of  Dublin  petition  for  an  amend- 
ment ©fthe  police  a6l,  11.  199 

Citizens  petition  hisMajefty 

to  continue  Earl  Fitzvvilliam  in 
the  Government  of  Ireland,  III. 

128 Meeting  to  petition  his 

Majefty  for  a change  of  miniftry* 

192. Refolutions,  193. 

Petition,  194. Volunteers  re- 

lolutions  at,  I.  198. 

Duff  General  defeats  the  rebels  at 
Curragh,  III.  267. 

Duigenan  Dr.  his  Speech  on  the 
motion  for  further  relief  of  Rom. 

Catholics,  II.  353 — 413. 

Accounts  ofthe  rebels  intentions 
III.  374,  (Note.) 

Dungannon^  refolutions  of  143 
Volunteer  corps  at,  refpefting 
legiflative  independance,  I.  195: 
—Refolutions  at,  refpedting 


Sinter. 

parliamentary  reform,  348. 
Dunlavin,,  defeat  of  rebels  at,  III. 
243* 

Dunjliaughlin  infurreftion  near.  III. 
247. 

E 

Eden  Mr.  moves  a repeal  of  6th 

Geo.  I.  I.  219 Withdraws 

his  motion,  ih. 

Education  public,  Mr.  Orde’s  mo- 
tion refpedting,  II.  87. Ad- 

drefs thereupon  ’to  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, ib. Dropped88.  

Refumed,  143 — 156. 

Education  enquiry  into  the  Rate* of 

II.  143 — ii;6. 

Effingham  earl  of,  conduft  refpe^f- 
ing  the  colonies,  I.  129 Re- 

ceives the  thanks  ofthe  city  of 
Dublin  on  that  occafion,  ib. 

Embargo  on  provifions,  I.  i 31.-  

Oppofed  by  Geo.  Ogle,  efq,  ib. 
Ennif earthy,^  attacked  by  the  rebels, 

III.  261. Cruelties  at,  332. 

Eujiace  General,  his  valour  and 

activity  at  the  battle  of  New 
Rols  III.  282. 

E.x'aycr  board,  I.  144. 

F 

Fermanagh  Militia,  10  of  the,  ta- 
ken by  the  rebels.  III.  243. 
Fitzgerald  Lord  Edward,  infults 
the  houfe  II.  326-  which  caufes 

a tumult  ib. Summoned  to 

attend  at  the  bar  327. Con- 

ference with  Hoche  the  French 

general.  III.  357. After  an 

obftinate  reh lienee  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  dies  of  his  wounds, 
238  and  366. 

Fitzwilliam  Earl,  appointed  !ord- 
. lieutenant,  3d,  122. — Receives 
addrelTes  from  almolt  every  town 
in  the  kingdom,  ib.  and  from  the 
Rom.  Catholics,  ib. — His  reply\ 
124. — Protehant  DilTenters  ad» 
drefs,  125* — His  Excellency’s 
anfvver,  126. — His  recal,  128. 
Adminiftration  contrafted  with 
lord  Wellmoreland’s,  137. — 
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Fermerii  ccir/eGLent  to  his  re- 
moval, 139. 

'Fojler  Rt.  Hon.  John,  eleded  Spea 
ker  II,  76.  . 

Fox's -hill ^ attack  ai:d  d'efeJit  bf  the 
rebels  at  HI.  302. 

France^  refolutions  for  a comraer- 

cial  treaty  with  II.  1 1 7. Mr. 

Ogilvie’s  Speech  relative  to  120. 

— 134. Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 

iefty  ort  that  occafibn  of  the 
treaty,  135.,  , . 

Free  Mafons  of  Tyrone,  their  re- 
folutions, II.  338  - Cenfure 

the  Sovereign  ol  Belfak  for  pro- 
ceeding againfl  the  proprietors  of 

the  Northern  Star,  340. Ad 

drefs  to  their  brethren  of  Ireland, 
34i» 

f}  ce-  TraFe^  proceedings  on  the  Iriih 
Parliament,  I-  27—171. — 

Riots  173.-- DifculTed  in  the 

Brit'lh  Parliament  ib. Taken 

into  confideration  by  the  mer- 
chants of  Dublin,  19 1 
Fr^wr^land  at  Carrickfergus,  I.  13. 

defeated  17.-'^ — 

French  arrive  at  Bantry  bay,  III. 

182. driven  off  by  a ftorm 

tb. Landat  Kdlala,  III.  3 09 

-37 7. March  to  Bailina,  but 

retreat  to  Killala,  ib Take 

Caftlebar  311  378. Fur- 

ther account  of  proceedings  at  j 
Caftlebar,  3 1 3 . — — Surrender  at  I 
Baliinamuck,  325.  , 

G I 

Gfor^e  II.  his  death  and  charadter, ! 

i;  18  19.  I 

GcQrge  III.  his  acceflion,  I.  20. — 
—Marriage,  2 1 - — Favoura^ 
ble  commer  cement  of  his  reign, 

iB, Indifpofition  engages  the 

Lublic  aiteiitioii,  II.  166 
Taken  into  conlideration  by 

Parliament,  ib. addrefs  to  the 

prince  of  \VaIes,  to  affume  the 

regency,  ib.' Debated  and 

carried,  ib. Houfe  of  Lords 

vote  an  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of 


Slnbei:. 

Wales,  which  the  Lord  Lieuteil- 
ant  refufes  to  forward  to  En- 
gland, \6‘]  ^ feq. Forward- 

ed by  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
and  prefented  to  the  Frinte  of 

Wales,  168.  & feq. Vote  of 

cenfure  againft  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, I 70. The  Prince  of 

Wales’s  anfwer  to  the  delegates, 

17  I, HisMajefty's  recovery 

announ  ed,  172. Copy  of 

addrefs,  i — of  protefts  againft  it, 

17-^, — 177 -Proteft  of  the 

rnindritVj  ib. Proteft  againft 

the  vote  of  cenfure  ou  the  Lord 

Lieutenant;  1 78. Prince  of 

Wales’s  anfwer  to  the  addrefs, 

1 7^.. Second  anfw'er,  180 

Addrefs  of  the  Commons 

thereon,  182. Do.  of  Lords, 

184. Proteft  againft  the  ad- 

drefs 184,  185.- — Lord  Lieu- 
tenant’s fpecch  on  his  Majefty’s 

recovery,  187. Cdngratula- 

torv  addrefs  from  the  Lords  and 

Commons  on,  188 — 191  

Proceedings  in  the  Britiih  Parlia- 
ment, ib  to  199 

Genevefe  emigrants,  and  afylum 
appointed  for  them,  I.  328 — 
333* 

Gureyy  cruelties  of  the  rebels  at 
III.  33c. 

Granard.,  rebels  defeated  near  by  a, 
corps  of  Yeonicn,  III.  322. 
Grattan  Mf.  Speech  on  a free  trade 

&:c.  1.  168 — 170, Motion 

for  an  amendment,  ib.-  -•—A 

reward  voted  to,  259,  261.- 

Speech  on  the  commercial  ad- 

juftment,  II.  49 -Motion 

relative  to  tythes,  negatived,  136 

Speech  relative  to  Do.  160 

— 166' Speech  at  the  0];en- 

ing  • L the  feffions  of  1 790. — 201 

— 214. Motion  refpedVing 

admihi  ft  ration,  negatived,  216. 

Addrefs  on  the  fubjedt  of 

the  peerage,  231. Motion 

relative  to  debated,  237 — 246 
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. — Negatived  ib, Speech 

on  a motion  to  enquire  into  the 
caui'e  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s.re- 
cal,  III.  i+o. 

H 

habeas  corpus  a6t  I.  287. 
Hachctstoion^  battleof  III.  245,  301. 
Hahjax^  Earl  of  appointed  Lord 

Lieutenant  I.  26. Speech  to 

both  Houfes  ib* Meflage  28. 

Hamihon  Rowan’s  trial  for  libel- 
ling Government,  III.  100. — 
III. — Found  gailty,  ib. 

H^rcourt  Earl  commencement  of! 

his  adminiftration,  I.  112, 

Government,  1 1 4. Impeach- 

ed of  breach  of  privilege  by  Mr. 
Townfend,  132. 

Harvey  Bagnel,  commander  of  the 
rebels,  his  fummons  to  General 
Johnfon  to  furrcnder  up  the  town 

of  New  Rofs,  III.  277. De- 

pofed  of  his  command  371 . 

efcapes  to  an  illand  ib, is  ta- 

ken and  executed,  ib. 

Hay's  ftatement  of  the  Origin  of 
Orange-men  III.  156. 

Heart  % of  Oak,  caufe  of  their  infur- 

region  I.  34-1 Proceedings 

and  difperfion  ib  & ftq. — Parlia- 
ment enquiring  into,  and  redrefs 
of  their  grievances,  3 3. 

Hobart  Secretary,  motion  to  bring 
in  a bill  for  the  farther  relief  of 
Roman  Catholics  II.  346. 

Jackfon  Charles,  his  fufferings  II 1 . 1 

333—340*  . , . 

jackfon  Rev.  William,  tried  for! 

high  treafon.  III.  146. and  I 

found  guilty,  15c. died  be-i 

fore  fentence  was  pronounced  ib.  | 
Jennin^sQr^  .his  prudent  and  refo- 1 
lute  defence  of  Carrickfergus  I. 

13,  14. Receives  the  thanks 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 

ttie  occafion  1 7. Prelented 

by  the  Men  of  Belfaft  with  a 
Silver  cup,  18. 

Johnjon  General,  gallant  conduct 


at  the  battle  of  New  Rofs,  III. 
275,  282- 

Indemnity  III.  173. 

InfurreHion  bill  pafTed  III.  164. — 

— Sir  L.  Paefons  Speech  ib, 

Dr.  Duigenan’s  i6q. 

Invajion  of  Ireland  threatened  by 

France,  I.  9. Signified  by 

the  Lord  Lieu  tenant  to  the  Houie 
of  Commons  9, — 10. at- 

tempted by  Thurot  without  fuc- 

cefs  12 — 17. a fecond  time 

threatened  166. ineffectually 

attempted  at  Bantry  Bay,  III. 
182.  and  at  Killala,  309* — 325. 
Ireland^  general  ftateof,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  reign,  I.  24. 

unfuccefsful  attempts  in  the 

Britilh  Parliament  on  behalf  of 

160. Particular  circumltan- 

ces  refpe6tiiig,  163. Mea- 

fures  for  relief  of,  177. fur- 

ther indulgence  granted  to,  I.. 

322. -rcirospeftive  obferva- 

tion  on  the  caufes  of  difeontent 
in,  III.  347, 

K 

Kilbeggan^  a6tion  at  III.  293. 
Kilconnel-hilly  battle  and  overthrow 
of  the  inlurgents  at  III.  302. 
KilcuUen^  battle  at  and  defeat  of 
the  rebels  III.  244, 

Kildat  e,  refolutions  of  the  freehol- 
ders of,  on  the  recal  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  III,  130, pe- 
tition to  his  Majefry,  132. 

Town  of  frequently  aflaulted  by 
the  rebels,  288. — —Cruelties  at, 
330. 

Kilkenny.^  rebels  defeated  near,  by. 

Sir  Charles  Afgill,  III.  302. 
Ktllala  taken  by  the  French  III. 

309 — 378. retaken  by  the 

king^s  troops,  3 79. 

Kingjhorough  Lord,  his  treatment  by 
the  rebels,  III.  345. 

Xj 

Lake.,  General  proclamation  for  a 
furrender  of  arms  &c.  III.  190. 
-Cenfured  in  parliair*eni  by 
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G/atfan  IL  '—Received  propo- 
ials  to  ' condilions  of  furrender 
from  tiit;  rebels  at  Wexford,  298. 
. — — his  anfwer,  299.-^— Har- 
ratles  the  French  on  their  march 
from  Killala,  324. 

‘ hangriOie^  hr  Hercules’^s  fpeech  on 

• the  motion  for  further  relief  of 
the  Pvoman  Catholicks,  11.  .353 
— 4 5-, 

Larkin- Hill^  rebels  driven  from 
III.  294. 

Legiflative  independance  of  Ireland 
proceedings  on,  I.  194.~-.-1  Rc- 
folutions  of  143  Volunteer  corps 
at  Dungannon  refpe^fing^  19^ 

. Refoliitions  in  Dublin,  198 

■ — —Sundry  addrefTes  and  refo- 
lufionson,  194 — 216 Grant- 
ed,2 32 ^Mr.Grattan’s  motion 

234 — 236. — —Debates  on  the 

• motion,  238^257. 

Uinen  manufadlure  of  Ireland,  a 
committee  appointed  to  take  into 

. confideration,  I.  86 Stafe- 

ment  of  its  pmgrefs^  ih, — 91.-- 

A61s  of  Parliament  relative 

to,  91  £5*  feq. Sir  William 

Temple’s  obfervations  on,  92 — 

94 Truftees,  ib — 102. 

Londonderry  titizens  addrefs  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant,  III.  210 

His  Excellency’s  anfwer,  212- 
Lottery,  the  firftirifli  ftate,  I.  177, 
Lucan,  rebels  routed  with  great 
daughter  at,  III.  243. 

Lucas  Dr.  Charles  his  death,  I. 
102. 

M 

Manufadures  Rate  of  in  Dublin, 

I.  141.  and  — diftreffed 
Rate  of  Flanufa^lurers  in,  1780. 

• productive  of  riots,  380. — en- 
quiry into  the  ftate  of  manufac- 
tures, 419. 

Me'Cann^i  trial,  III.  411. 
McFarland  Captain,  of  the 
Tyrone  Militia,  killed  at  'BallU 
.more,  III.  244. 

7iilc\Nevin^s  Dr.  account  of  the 


organization  of  Uriitei  Irlfh- 
meiij  III.  225.  note. 

Mefjage  fi'om  his  majetty  fefpeCt- 
ing  the  conduCt  of  Frartc^  I. 
151.  and  fcq.  —Do.  refpeCting 
a war,  III.  9. 

Military  law  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, HI.  188. 

Military  licentioufnefs,  III.  214. 

General  orders  refpeCting, 

it, 

Moira  Earl  of,  motion  for  concilia- 
tory meafures.  III.  359. 

Money  Bill,  Speaker's  obfervatiou 
on  prefenting,  I.  112, — 114.— 

Do.  179  and  feq. Same  in 

1781  F.  189  feq. See  II. 

303-  . 

Moor  Brigadier-general,  deftats  the 
rebels,  HI.  299. 

Motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jedy  on  the  fubjeCt  of  penfions, 

I.  52. Relative  to  ’:he  judges 

53. On  the  ftate  of  affairs, 

78.  feg. For  an  addrefs  to 

hir.  Majefly,  j 2 5 — N egatived 

128. For  an  addrefs  on  the 

ftate  of  the  nation,  144 For 

retrenchment,  negatived,  338 
— — For  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly 
relative  to  Military  expence,  ib, 

— "Debates  on,  ib. 345*^ 

negatived,  ib, 

Munro  the  Northern  rebel  leader 
taken,  IIL  291.— His  pro- 
clamation, 292. 

Mufgrave  Sir  Richard,  account  of 
the  origin  of  Orangemen,  III. 
156. 

Mutiny  Bill  pafled,  I.  180 — 182* 

——Made  perpetual,  181. 

Occafions  much  difeontent,  183 
— Refolutions  of  volunteers 
to,  ib. Repealed,  312. 

Ldaas  attacked  by  the  rebels,  who 
are  defeated,  HI.  242,  & 368. 

National  Battalion  with  French 
uniforms  affemble  in  Dublin, 
III.  230. 

Ne'w-Rofs  battle  of,  III.  273. — 281 


545 


(Bcncral  Sinter. 


Newtownharry  battle  of,  III.  1 68. 

Northumberland  Earl  of  Speech  on 
the  difturbances  of  White  Boys, 
&c.  I.  40— Confequent  Par- 
liamentary enquiry,  41. Re- 

port thereon,  49. 

Notice  by  the  Lord  Mayor  Co  the 
inhabitants  of  Dublin,  III.  252, 

. O 

Oak  Boys,  See  Hearts  of  Oak. 

O'Connor  the  rebel  demagogue,  III. 
362 taken  into  cuftody,  364 

Ogilvie  Mr.  Speech  on  the  refolu- 
tious  for  a commercial  treaty,  II. 
120 — 134. 

Ogle  George  Efq.  oppofed  the  em- 
bargo, I.  131. 

Orangemen  contradictory  Itatements 
of  Hay  and  Sir  Richard  Muf- 
grave  concerning  their  origin, 
III.  156. Declaration,  381. 

Orde  Mr.  his  Speech  on  the  com- 
mercial intercourfe,  II.  26 — 49 

Motion  refpeiting  Public 

Education,  87. 

Oulard  100  of  the  North-Cork 

Militia  cut  off  at,  III.  2 5-8* 

Confequent  diftrefs  in  Wexford, 
261. 

P 

Parliament  (Britifh)  debates  on  the 
iegiflative  freedom  of  Ireland, 

I.  219. Grattan’s  Speech  in 

the  Irilh  Houfe,  222-  230 

Motion,  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  ib. 

Parliament  (Britifh)  aflents  its  fu- 
preme  authority,  I.  70. pro- 

ceedings relative  to  Ireland,  79. 

— 83.- Proteft  of  the  Lords 

during  the  former  Seflion,  83 

— 85. Lords  addrefs  for  the 

difcouragement  of  Irifh  woollen 

manufadlures,  94  and  feq, 

Commons  Do.  96— —Debates 
refpe6ting  Ireland,  155 — 159. 

Addrefs  on  the  American 

war,  318. 

Parliament  (Irifh)  refoL^eon  grant- 
ing  fupplies  for  Jix  months  only^  I. 


176. 

Parliament  (Irifh) Seffions  of  1 76^ 

I.  52. A6ts  to  flop  diftilleries 

58.; Seffions  concluded  59. 

—Opened  under  Lord  Towns 
end,  — DifTolved,  63. 
Seffions  of  1769,  P,  65,— 
A£t  to  punifh  Steel  boys  65 

— Scffion  of  1771  75. 

Seffion  of  1777  P.  1 38.  — 

Seffion  clofe4  3 1 3. Diflolved 

in  1783  and  a new  oneafTembled 
14th  OAobcr  P,  334  Seffion  of 

1783  P.  346. Seffion  of 

1785,  II.  9. Concluded,  77 

^ —Seffion  of  1786,  P.  80 

Concluded  91. Seffion  of 

1787,  P,  93.— Lord  Lieute- 
nant’s Speech  tb. Seffion  of 

1787  concluded,  157, Par- 
liament prorogued  159 

Seffion  of  1788,  P,  160. 

Seffion  of  1789,  P.  166. 

SefRon  of  1790,  P.  201. 

Seffion  of  1791,  P.  219. 

Concluded  246.— Parliament 

diflolved,  247. Seffion  of 

1792,  P.  24S. Motion  for 

an  addrefs  ib. Grattan’s 

Speech,  248 — 271. Seffion 

of  1792,  clofcd  304. 

Seffion  of  1793,  P-  308. 

clofcd,  III.  46. And  Par- 
liament prorogued  49* 

Seffion  of  1794,  P.  50. — clofed 
88. — And  parliament  prorogued 

90. Seffion  of  1795  clofcd 

150,  prorogued  ib. Seffion 

of  1796.  P.  161 clofed  174 

— oeffion  of  1797*  P-  183. 
prorogued  and  afterwards  dif- 
foived,  200. 

Parliament  of  1798  being  the 
iaft  aflTembled  in  Ireland,  202 
—-Lift  of  the  members  return- 
ed 202 — 209. 

ParliamentaTy  reform  agitated  in 

England,  I.  316. Refoluli- 

ons  of  the  livery  of  London,  iJ. 
Petition  of  the  county  of  York, 
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317.— Becomes  an  obje<5l  of 
general  attention  348.— -Meet' 
ing  and  refolutions  at  Dun- 
gannon, ib. Addrefs  to  the 

Volunteers  on,  351 Adopt- 

ed by  the  reft  ot  the  kingdom, 

35  Warmly  debated  in 

PaTiiarhent,  354 — 370 Ne- 

gatived , 7^.— ^Second  bill  at- 
tempted,. 381 — 2.’— — Refoluti- 
ons iri  Dublin  relative  to  ib. 
Add  refs  to  the  people,  383— — 
Debated  and  a Second  time  ne- 
gatived, 392 — 413. Parlia- 

mentary reform  and  Catholic 
emancipation,  ,11,  308,  again 

debated  ib Grattan*s  Speech 

on  3JO  -316. Further  pro- 

ceedings on  416— Grattan’s 
Speech,  --Moves  refolu- 
tions, 423.— —Lord  Chancel- 
lor's reply,  424. Speeches 

of  Mr.  Forbes,  425. -Hon. 

Mr.  Stewart,  ib. Secretary 

of  State,  426. Sir  J. 

Blaquiere,  434. Mr.  Du- 

query,  439. Mr.  Curran, 

443. Mr,  Grattan's  reply, 

445- 

Bi// introduced  by  William  Braba- 
zon  Ponfonby,  III.  59. Sir. 

H.  Langrifhe's  Speech,  60.  ■ 

Dr.  Brown,  67. — — Mr.  Grat- 
tan, 68. Sir.  H.  Langrifhe's 

motion  to  poftpone  a fecond 
reading,  carried,  88. 

Psir/ovs,  Sir.  Laurence  his  queftion 
on  the  alarming  iituation  of  the 
kingdom.  III,  215.— Motion 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  origin 
of  the  difeontents,  320. 

3r.  knights  of,  inftallation 

I.  323.— —The  ceremony  of 
inftailation,  324—327. 

piisfi  of  Day  Boy's  origin  of  in  the 
County  of  Armagh,  III.  153. — 
^54* 

Pierage^  Irifh  ftate  of  in  1759. 1. 
35> 

Pslhitpty . Mr.  Lewer  to  General 


Lake,  on  the  difturbanccs.  III 
188. 

Penjion  lift, refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  on,  I.  145.— 
State  of,  in  1781  P.  189. 

Fery  Edmond  Sexton  Efq.  elected 

Speaker,  I.  77. Declaration 

oil  prefenting  the  money  bills, 

79. Reeletfted,  129, Re- 

fignation,!!.  74. Mr.Orde’s 

Motion  to  eletft  the  Rt.  Hon. 
John  Fofter,  75.  carried,  76. 

Fitt  William  Earl  , of  Chatham^ 
death  and  character,  I.  154. 

PonloJiby  bridge,  engagement  at, 

111.296. 

Ponfonby,  Mr^  George  refolutions 
relative  to  writs  in  actions  of 

Slander,  II.  217. Debated, 

220 — 230. Motion  refpec- 

ting  the  trade  of  Ireland,  302. 

Ponfonby,  Mr.  John  elected  Sqeak- 
cr  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I* 
65. Refignation,  76.  Seq. 

Ponfonby  William  Brabazon,  bill 
for  Parliamentary  rvcform.  III. 
59*  . 

Periaferry  attacked  by  the  rebels 
and  bravely  defended  by  the 
Yeomen,  HI.  290. 

Portland  Duke  of.  Chief  Governor 

of  Ireland,  I.  218. Speech 

to  both  Houles,  233. On 

clofing  the  Seflions  of  1783  P. 

313* 

Portugal  court  of,  its  conduct  to- 
wards Ireland,  I.  191. Ad- 

drefs  of  the'H.  of  Commons  to 
his  Majefty  thereon,  191—193. 

His  Majefty's  anfwcr,  217. 

and  Scq. 

Poynings  law,  I 81. Obfeiva- 

tions  on,  III.  103. 

Presbyterian  Clergy’s  petition  for 
a fern  inary  of  learning,  II.  115. 
Rejected,  ib. 

Priejis  Romilh,  their  fanaticifm 
and  intolerance,  III.  372.  Seq. 

Proclamation  refpedling  bank  pay- 
ments, III.  i86. To  fup- 
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prefs  the  United  Irifhmen,  196, 
For  aflembling  a new  Parlia- 
ment, 200. To  fupprefs 

thcRebellion,  251. 

Proclamation  of  the  people  of  the 
Co,  Wexford,  III.  296. 

ProfperGus-y  battle  and  atrocities  at 
III.  243,  • 

ProteSling  duties  propofed,  I,  346 

^ahers*  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty  on 
his  acceifion  to  the  throne,  I. 
22 

R 

Randalfiown  and  Larne,  III.  28^. 
286.  ^ 

Rathangan  rebels  defeated,  III. 
266. 

Rebellion  commencement  of  23d. 

May,  1798,111.  240. Mail 

coaches  Hopped  as  a fignal  tor 
a general  riling. 

Rebels  defeated  at  New  Rofs,  III. 
369. Arklow,  370 Eva- 

cuate Wexford,  371 — —Attack 

Antrim,  373. Ballinahiuch, 

374--- — 

Rebel  leaders  make  propofals  to 
Government,  III.  307. 

Reilly  Mr.  High  Sheriff  of  Dublin, 
charges  againft  him,  II.  12. 

Revenue  Hate  of  in  1765,  I.  52. 

Reynolds  difeovers  to  Government 
the  plans  and  intended  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  of 
United  Irilhmen  who  arc  feized, 
III.  365. 

Right  Boy's  outrages  of,  II.  82. 
Dr.  Troy's  letter  thereupon  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of 

the  Diocese  of  OfTovy,  ib. 

Outrage®  cncreafe,  93.  — Attor- 
ney Generals  account  of,  110. 

Roman  Catholics,  indulgence  gran- 
ted to,  I.  153.  Seq.~ Bills 

inirodu(5Iory  to  their  further 

relief,  287 — 311. Sir  Her 

cules  LangTifhe's  plan  for  their 

relief,  II.  271. —Leave  given 

to  bring  in  the  Bill,  284. 


Faffed,  292.— *-Addrcfs  on, 

behalf  of,  296. Petition  his 

Majefty  for  further  privileges, 

II.  328—334. Bill  for  their 

further  relief  brought  in  by 

Secretary  Hobart,  346. 

Prelates,  addrefs  to  their  rcfpcc- 
tivc  diocefes.  III,  02  — ^Ad- 
drefs'  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  122. 
—Meeting  at  Franc is-llrcct 

chapel,  133 Refolutionf, 

136. Profeflions  of  loyalty 

270.  Homan  Catholic  No- 
bility and  gentry  addrefs  to 

Lord  Camden,  IIL  383. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  386, To 

the  lower  order  of  their  bre- 
thren, 387,  ' 

Rutland  duke  of.  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  his  death,  11,  159- 

Ryan  Captain,  dies  of  his  wound 
received  at  the  taking  of  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  ///.  238. 

S 

Saintfieldt  rebels  defeated  at,  IIL 
238. 

Santry,  mail  coach  Hopped  at^ 
the  infurgents.  III,  24. 

ScullaboguCt  horrid  maffacre  of 
Proteftants  at,  III  329. 

Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lord's,  their  report.  III,  227. 

Sheares*s  plot  difclofcd  by  Captain 

Armftrong,  III,  366. -Plan 

of  inlurrcffion,  367 Arc 

apprehended,  ib, Tried  and 

executed,  375 — 411. 

Sheehy  Father  Nicholas,  a Roman 
Catholic  clergyman  executed, 
/.  58. 

Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Con- 
ftitution.  Liberty,  and  Peace 
formed,  II,  333. — ^Addrefs 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  ib. 

Spain^  meffage  from  his  Majefty 
refpeffing  her  declaration  of 
war  againft  Great  Brifain,  III, 
284. 


(Beneral  3Inlicr- 

SPEECHES,  M 0 T I 0 N S ^C1 

of  the  Sundry  Members  ^ as  follows. 


Attorney  General^  I.  172245  342 

354. II.  237. /II.  24. 

Bagnal  Mr. /.  256,  257,  303. 
Barrington  Mr.  II.  239. 

Blacquier  Sir  John. 

Boyd  Counfclior,  /.  415. 

Brooke  Mr. ///.  59. 

Brown  Mr.  Denis,  /.  343. 

. //.  314- 

Brown  Dr.  III.  67. 

Brownlow  Mr.  III.  238, 

Burgh  Mr*  Walter,  I.  246. 

Bufhe  Mr.  11.  316. 

Cavendilh  Sir.  Henry,  1.  171, 
244. 

Chancellor,  III.  53. 

Chapman  Sir  Benjamin,  7/7.249. 
Conolly  Mr.  1.  245,250,  371.*-- 

77.84,167,314- 

Conyngham  Colonel,  77,  314. 
Corry  Mr.  Il.Q.7.1^  317- 77. 

59-. 

Cunningham  General,  7.  302. 
Curran  Mr.  77.  loi,  237,  445* 

777.44. 

Daly  Mr.  D.  7.  303. 

Deane  Sir  Robert,  7.  167. 

Doyle  Major,  777.  37. 

Douglas  Sec.  III.  53- 

Duigenan  Dr.  77.  353. 777. 

169. 

Duquery  Mr.  77.  439. 777.  53- 

Fitzgerald  Lord  Edward,  77.  326* 
Fitzgibbon  Mr.  7.  308,  368. 
Fitzherbcrt  Mr.  77.  166,  168. 
FitzpatrickRt.  Hon. Mr.  7.  251, 
256. 

Flood  Hon.  Henry,  I.  1 72,  240, 
249,  300,  301,  339,  342,  343. 
77.  314. 

For bes  Mr.  I.  3«o.— II.  137, 
215,  222,  223,  225. 

Fofter  Mr.  I.  415. 

Gardener  Mr.  I.  287,  304,  308, 
419. 

Grattan  Mr.  /.  168,  322,  234, 


250,  296,  303. r-II.  49  136,^ 

160,168,  169,170,  171,201, 
216,  220,  231,  248,  310,  320 

323,416,445. 7/7.12,  24,. 

53,  68,  140,  190. 

Green  Mr.  II.  84. 

Hardy  Mr.  HI.  23. 

Hartly  Mr.  7,  347, 

Hcadford  Lord,  77.321. 

Hobart  Sec.  77.  322, Til.  g, 

Huichinlbn  R.  H.  7.  168,  305. 
Langrifhe  Sir  H.  7.  252,  347,  362 

400. — —77.  221,271,  346. 

III.  60. 

Longfield  Mr,  II,  ()()t 

Loro  Lieuten.^nt,  7.  71,  164, 

184,  187,233,  313,  334. 

77.  77,  80,  91,  93,  157,  187, 

246,  304. 777.  46,  50,  83, 

150,  174. 

Lowihcr  George  Mr.  7.  257. 
Martin  Mr.  7.  241. 

Molyneux  Mr.  7,  361. 

Monck  Mafon,  Mr.  John.  I.  392. 

^ Monfell,  I.  240. 

Mountnorris  Lord,  I.  372. 
Newenham  Sir  Edward,  I.  171, 
O’Brien  Sir  Lucas,  I.  241. 

Ogle  Mr.  I.  I 71,  257,  304. 
Ogilvie,  II.  120. 

Ordc  Mr.  II.  26,  75,  143. 

Parlons  Sir  Laurence,  III.  164. 
215,. 

Ponfonby  Mr.  (^eorge,  I.  365. 

II.  219,  226,  244,  317, 

322. III  45,  59. 

Ponfonby  Junr.  Mr.  I.  255,  299, 
Ponfonby  William  Brabazon,  II. 

308,  314. III.  59. 

Prime  Senaent,  I.  172. 

Provoft,  I.  1 72,  309. II.  426. 

Recorder,  I.  239,  247,417. 
Rowley  Mr.  I.  304. 

Smyth,  II.- 292,  321. 

Solicitor  General,  II.  83. 

Speaker,  L 112,  179,  189,37** 
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II.  79»  2 S^S- 

Stewart  of  Kill^moon,  II.  84,  326, 
425. 

Vandclcur  Mr.  Ill,  58. 

Vereker  Colonel. 

Walftie  Mr.  I.  241,  255. 

Yclvcrton  Mr  !•  ^51. 

Spirits  ardent,  the  ui'c  of,  difcou- 
raged,  II.  !^ig. 

Stamp  Duty  granted,  L 119. 

Steel  bpy^s  infurre^ion  and  de- 
feat, I.  35. 

Swayne  Captain  murdered  at 
Profperous,  II J.  243. 

T 

Tdrak-hill  batt}p  of,  III.  246, — 
249. 

^ aykr  Mr.  Sufferings,  III.  340, 

344. 

Temple  Earl,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

Ireland,  I.  319. Admini- 

Hration,  333. Receives  the 

thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, 337 His  anfvfcr,  ib. 

ad  repealed,  I,  312. 

Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  taken  and 

tried,  HI.  '379. Killed 

himfelf,  380, 

Three  Rccki^  rebel-camp  formed 
at.  III.  266. 

Thurct  attempted  to  invade  Ire- 
land, I.  II. Diftrefs  in  his 

voyage,  ib, Lands  at  Car- 

rickfergus,  13. Takes  and 

plunders  the  town,  15,  16——— 
Defeat  and  death,  16,17. 

Tmahocy  defeat  of  the  rebels  at, 

III.  284. 

Tontine  or  annuities  with  furvi- 
vorfhip,  I.  1 18,  128,  153. 

Treajury  ftatc  of  in  1779,  I.  165. 

Troy  Dr.  paftoral  letter  to  reftrain 
the  White- boy  infurgency,  I. 

435* Approved  by  Govern- 

ment,  A37. 

Tyrrell  Liemcnant,  gallant  de- 
fence of  Clonard,  with  27  men, 

III.  303. Purfuit  and  dif- 

pcrlion  of  the  rebels,  306. 

T'prell  Mrs*  her  fufferings,  III. 


Union  Legiflaiive  apprehended,  I. 

18. Riots  of  the  mob  on 

that  occafion,  ih.~ Appre- 

hended by  the  Catholic  meeting 
in  F^ancis-ftreet  Chapel,  III. 

134- Articles  of,  HI.  520. 

- 'City  of  Dublin  refplutions  on, 
477. — Irifli  Bar  refolutions  on, 

475. Lord’s proteft  thereon, 

5 1 6. — Members  of  Parliament, 

lift  of  for  and  againft,  485. 

Debates  thereon,  495. Lord 

Lieutenan*’  clofes  laft  parliament 
with  fpeech  on  the. 

United  Irifhmen,  Origin  of,  HI. 
221. Views,  222. For- 

mation of  the  firft  focicty  in 

Dublin,  223 Original  teft 

ih. New  Organization,  and 

Second  teft,  224. Similar 

Societies  formed  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland,  226. 

UnitedliMhmtiiy  their  plan  ^ofrc- 

prefentation,  IH.  r22. ^ 

Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, 1 14 — 12 1. — r— Obje«ft$, 
proceeding?,  and  intrigues  with 
France,  for  the  ovcxihiow  of 
the  Conftitution,  229, — 236. 

Meditate  a riling,  236* 

Depredation,  237. 

Leaders  fclzcd  at  Oliver  Bond’s 

in  Bridge-ftrcet,  Dublin,  ih. 

Sec  P.  354—359 

V 

Fereker  Colonel  repulfed  by  the 
French  near  Coloony,  IH.  323 

Finegar-hill  a camp  formed  at  by 

the  rebels,  III.  266. Battle 

of,  297. 

Volunteer  Corps  formed,  I.  166. 

Receive  the  thanks  of  th« 

Houfe  of  Commons,  189.  • - - 

Refolutions  of,  143. Corps 

at  Dungannon  refpetfting  Lc- 

giflativcindependance,  195 

At  Dublin,  198. Of  Ulftcr 

addrefs  t®  their  rcprelentaiives, 
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200  and  Addrcfs  of 

thanks  to  Volunteers  ofUlftcr 
and  Connaught.  261, — 265. 

. —Parliamentary  proceedings 
on  certain  iymptoms  of  their 
diflaffcdion,  II.  321. 

W 

Waterford:  petition  of  the  city 

of,  I.  124. Refolutions  of 

, the  Sheriff  and  grand  jury  at, 
161  and  Seq. 

WefttMYeland%?ix\y  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant. II.  2or. 

Wexjcrd  evacuated  by  the  ting's 
^ V Troops,  and  entered  by  the 
rebels,  III  260.— — ^Cruelties 
committed  " there,  298, — 333. 


-..i  .. 


. — -Rebels  - propbfe  conditions 
of  furrendcr  to  General  Lake, 

ih. — —His  anfwer,  299. 

Evacuated  by  the  rebels,  371. 

White-Boy  & infurrcdlion,  I.  30. 
— — ■Depredations,  Oath  &c.  %h\ 
and  33,  See  P.  434. 

U^ite  heaps^  rebels  attacked  and 
dlfperfed  near,  HI.  303. 

Wilkes  Mr,  I.  5 1. 

Wilfm  y antes  Efq%  declines  fight- 
ing againft  America,  L 131. 

WilfoTis  Ho/pit al,  deftroyed  by  the 
infurgents.  III,  346, 

Woollen  mannfa(fture  of  Ireland 
diicouraged  by  the  Britilh  Parr 
liamen^  I,  94— 9S,  * ■ 


.i  /r-  ll'  ' 


y ■ ^ -W  -■ 

. I i.  ■ - f ' 

. i.u.  ir  . 

' : ‘ • I 


r 

i- 


